
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
   March 20, 2022 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

We are quickly moving along 

on our Lenten Journey as we 

pause on this Third Sunday of 

Lent.  Persistent in our Lenten 

disciplines we hope and pray that our openness to the grace of 

God will soften our hearts hardened by our sinfulness. We can 

get into a rut as it were in the daily routines of our life; a routine 

that may very well include less than holy things that have a way 

of slowly hardening our hearts. Note well the times, for some 

unknown reason (but it is really very obvious why) we find that 

during some spontaneous moments we are unkind, negative, 

rude, cruel, and uncaring. We necessarily need to ask why. 

Something has worn us down, drained our energy, and placed 

us in such a predicament. Long story short, we put ourselves in 

this place by our own choice. Many of those choices may very 

well be a matter of habit. They are the result of choices that have 

developed over a period of time.  This is the very reason that 

the small things matter. This is precisely why we must pay at-

tention to those things we call Venial Sins. 

 Today and next Sunday we hear from the Gospel of Luke, 

then the following Sunday from the Gospel of St. John. The 

emphasis for these next three Sundays is placed on the peniten-

tial aspect of Lent. Today we hear Jesus’ call to conversion. 

Over the next two Sundays we hear the story of the prodigal son 

then the woman caught in adultery. Conversion, reconciliation, 

and seeking mercy and forgiveness mark the path we follow as 

we approach Holy Week. With the grace of God, we will travel 

this road. 

 What is noticeable with all three Gospel readings is the 

availability of positive external influence: in other words, the 

abundant offer of the grace of God. In today’s gospel, the case 

of the fig tree, the owner provided the best of fertilizer encour-

aging growth and fruitfulness.  In the story of the Prodigal Son, 

the father was the source of incredible blessings and benefits 

for both of his sons, even for the younger son who squandered 

his inheritance. The following Sunday we read from the Gospel 

of John about the woman caught in adultery. She was offered 

the incredible gift of mercy and forgiveness, not from the reli-

gious leaders but from the true source of all grace: Jesus. These 

Gospel stories point out to us that we have every grace available 

to us to grow in holiness, especially when we are steeped in sin 

and in the greatest need of the grace of God.  Under closer ex-

amination, we should realize that we have sufficient grace. 

More than enough so that, if in fact we fail, we also have grace 

that calls us back to our senses and reconcile our lives with God. 

The key is that we need to trust the abundant grace of God and 

respond to it. In the words of St. Ignatius of Loyola… “Your 

love and your grace are enough for me.” 

 The question remains, are we humble enough to pause, re-

ceive, contemplate and respond to the overwhelming and abun-

dant grace we receive from God?  Why is it that we fail more 

times than not in this simple act of faith and response? 

 Again and again, I return to this little thought: we live in a 

world tainted by sin. Our lives are touched and damaged by sin. 

We are touched by the sin of others directly and indirectly.  Our 

own personal sinfulness hurts us deeply. Sin dulls our senses, 

distorts our vision and flaws our understanding. The presence 

of sin is so prevalent that we consider it normal; it’s just the way 

it is. Thus, it entrenches us in a worldly way of thinking and 

acting. This turns things backwards; as such we think that we 

have to earn grace or to be worthy of God’s favor. The primary 

manifestation, it places the self at the center, we can earn our 

salvation without God. 

This is played out in a simple common-sense way of 

our thinking and doing. We work hard, mostly for good things; 

therefore, we should be rewarded accordingly. This is a natural 

way of thinking. This is the natural way for living in this world. 

However, this pattern of thinking and doing is counter intuitive 

when we consider our faith life. The shortcoming of a worldly 

way of thinking would suggest that we can earn our way to our 

heavenly reward. We mistakenly believe that holiness is the re-

sult of our own efforts alone. Grace is wrongly understood as a 

reward for our good deeds. This is where we get it wrong. Chris-

tian faith is counter intuitive in this matter. Our Christian faith 

teaches us that grace precedes all the good we do. All the good 

we do is a response to the grace of God. The truth is that we 

cannot earn grace, holiness and heaven. We should and must 

know that. Our moral actions and faith life are a response to the 

grace already present and offered to us. It is all a gracious gift 

from God. The difficulty that we face is the humble disposition 

to be receptive to grace. 

God initiates all good things. We firmly believe that 

God’s grace precedes our good works.  God initiates: God calls 

us and God provides the necessary graces to bring His call in us 

to completion. God always calls us to greater goodness; spirit-

ually and morally. Grace prompts all the good works we do. 

Grace is not the reward for the work done. This is an easy trap 

into which we can fall: thinking we are capable of good works 

on our own. We know we work hard.  We know our efforts. We 

believe those efforts were first prompted by the grace of God. 

The prompting is the gracious desire to do good. It is an act of 

faith to say that all the good we have done is all God’s doing: 

God working through us. We have only cooperated, con-

sciously or unconsciously, with the grace of God. In this man-

ner we are able, with the grace of God, to give God praise and 

thanksgiving for all we have been able to accomplish and the 

goodness we have been privileged to witness. 

 All is God’s grace. All the good things that we do are 

prompted by the grace of God. Our abilities and talents are gifts 

from God: His grace. Forgiveness and mercy are also prompted 

by the grace of God. Note well the gracious welcome the father 

has for the prodigal son (next Sunday’s gospel). God provides 

all we need to grow in holiness and all we need for our salva-

tion. It is all perfectly revealed in and through His beloved Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ. It would be foolish on the part of the 

Christian not to cooperate with the grace of God. If we are 

closed or indifferent to the grace of God, we are also closed to 

the desire to grow in His goodness and holiness. 

 Yet with all this grace why is life so difficult. Short answer: 

because we are human beings living with other human beings. 

Again, we live in a world tainted by sin. We are sinners living 

amongst other sinners. We all deal with the effects of Original 

Sin: selfishness, which we can call anti-grace. We all struggle 

with self-interest and selfishness. So, as we struggle with this 

inclination in this world, we will always struggle with each 

other. It’s unavoidable. 

God gave us free will. Grace does not negate or de-

stroy our free will. Grace builds on human nature and elevates 

it. We are reminded of this from our first reading for today; Mo-

ses discovers a burning bush. It is on fire but not consumed by 

the fire.  The presence of God amplifies our life. It does not set 

it aside. There is always just enough to avoid sin and do good.  
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We still have to use our free will to say yes or no to grace. It is 

not easy but it is the only way in this world. It makes perfect 

sense to follow Christ, but it is not easy. We are reminded of 

last Sunday’s gospel of the Transfiguration: “This is my chosen 

Son, listen to him.” Trust the Lord. 

 So, we continue to pray and reflect during this holy season 

of renewal. It is a grace filled season. We open our hearts to the 

grace of God. We invite the Lord to reveal himself.  Sounds 

simple? Yes. Easy? No.  In closing the words of St. Ignatius 

remind us… “Your love and your grace are enough for me.” 

         Have a blessed Lenten Week. 

         Father Ralko 

Extra confession times for next week: 

Tuesday, March 22, 11:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. 

Friday March 25, 10a.m.- 1:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday March 26, 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
 

This week we pray Week III of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Ragine Butler 
 

 

 
 

 
Fish Fry- Knights of Columbus 505 located 

in Sunrise Center 

every Friday During Lent 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Menu includes 

6oz Iced Atlantic Cod, fries and one side 

(choice of macaroni salad, slaw or Macaroni 

and cheese $9.00 (Closed Good Friday) 

  
 

Spring cleanup –Mt. Olive Cemetery will begin cleaning 

off wintertime decorations in preparation for mowing at 

the end of March.  Families are advised to remove any per-

sonal keepsakes they wish to retain before March 29. 

 

 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 

 

 

Pre-Jordan Class 

The Pre-Jordan class for March is Tuesday, March 29th at 7:00 

p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents and 

sponsors of infants and small children who are to be baptized. 

Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 

 

CATHOLIC MEN’S LUNCHEON CLUB – FRIDAY 

APRIL 1, 2022. Father Stash Dailey returns and presents 

the second of his four-part series “RE-BUILDING A 

CHRISTIAN CULTURE.”  Please join us Friday, April 1 at 

St. Patrick Church in downtown Columbus for lunch followed 

by Fr. Dailey’s talk entitled, “Sacred Scripture: A Word Spo-

ken, Rest Received and Lived.” Part one of the series, “St. Jo-

seph: Model of Penance and Discipline,” is available on the 

Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club’s  

website www.catholicmensministry.com/. Holy Mass (op-

tional) begins at 11:45 a.m. followed by lunch at 12:10 p.m. and 

Fr. Dailey’s talk. Free parking available in the Columbus State 

Grant Avenue parking lot (25-S) across the street from St. Pat-

rick. No reservations are necessary. $12 covers the lunch and 

meeting. Bring a friend! For information on Catholic Men’s 

Luncheon Club, visit  www.catholicmensministry.com/cmlc. 

 

The Book of Intentions - Praying for each other's intentions is 

an essential part of parish life. The Book of Intentions can be 

found in the vestibule (back of the church between the doors, 

under the statue of “Our Lady of Fatima”).   If you would like 

the parish to pray for your intentions, please write the intention 

in a sentence or two in the book.   The intentions will not be 

read aloud, but will be referenced during the “Prayer of the 

Faithful” at each Mass.     

 

Sacramentals – Did you know 

that Palms are sacramentals?  

Rosaries, medals, and anything 

blessed and used for prayer in-

cluding crucifixes, statues and 

icons are also sacramentals.  

Sacramentals are sacred signs instituted by the Church to pre-

pare us to receive the fruit of the sacraments and to sanctify dif-

ferent circumstances of our lives. When sacramentals no longer 

serve a purpose or are broken and can no longer be used, they 

cannot be thrown in the trash, they must be disposed of rever-

ently. The proper way is to burn them and bury the ashes, or 

simply bury them in the ground. To aid in the disposal of palms 

from years past and other sacramentals, a collection station has 

been placed in the vestibule. Sacramentals may be placed in the 

box found near the steps to the choir loft. The collected sacra-

mentals will be buried at Mt. Olive Cemetery. 

 

FREE PRAYER BOOK!   Free copies 

of “The Word Among Us” can be found 

on the front pews of the church and in 

the vestibule.  “The Word Among Us” 

contains all the daily and weekend read-

ings for Mass, daily meditations, and in-

teresting articles on a variety of subjects.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholicmensministry.com/
http://www.catholicmensministry.com/cmlc.


3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Church Support
Sunday, March 6, 2022

OFFERTORY $6,228.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $6,228.00

 
 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickpar-

ish.org. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each 
Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Of-
fice Chapel at 2:00 p.m. 

as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession 
for the any needs of our nation, 
community, and parish.  
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, March 21 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Ann Bronkar, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, March 22 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Lloyd & Veronica 

Quinn, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 23, St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Sharon Glaub, Church 

7:00 p.m. RCIA, parish office 

 

THURSDAY, March 24 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Ann Baker, Church 
 

FRIDAY, March 25, The Annunciation of the Lord 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Tony West, Church 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m., Confessions, 

Church 

7:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross, Church 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

SATURDAY, March 26  

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, 

Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Audrey Ralko, Church 
 

SUNDAY, March 27 

8:15 a.m., Mass: June & Dick Shawger, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

Readings for Week of March 21 

Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15b Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday Dn 3:25, 34-

43 

Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday Dt 4:1, 5-9 Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday Jer 7:23-28 Lk 11:14-23 

Friday Is 7:10-14; 

8:10 

Lk 1:26-38 

Saturday Hos 6:1-6 Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday Jos 5:9a,  

10-12 

Lk 15:1-3, 

11-32 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

 March 26 & 27, 2022- 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, March 26 

5:15 p.m. 

Sandy Black Keena Hansel Susan Pratt 

Scott Peterson, Karen Robinson 

Sunday, March 27 

8:15 a.m. 

Laura DeCoy  Susan Thompson Dan Sylvester 

Cheryl Sylvester, Phil Kocoloski 

Sunday, March 27 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Sam Palleschi Kevin Jones 

Karen Hardman, Tim Hoffer 
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Win a 2022 Jeep Wrangler! 

 

Catholic Schools of Zanesville 2022 Jeep Wrangler Raffle from 

Ridenour Auto Group  

Black with black interior - 2 door automatic - Soft top -2.2 Liter turbo en-

gine - All weather mats – MSRP $35,550 

$100 per ticket  
Tickets will be available at Bishop Rosecrans High School office, 

through the mail or on the Rosecrans High School website, 

www.rosecrans.cdeducation.org 
 

Your ticket(s) will then be mailed to you promptly.   
 

Drawing to be held at Bishop Rosecrans High School when all 500 tickets sold. You need not be present to win, and you must be at least 

18 years old to enter. Winner responsible for fees, local, state, and federal tax and title. The Catholic Schools of Zanesville reserves the 

right to convert the raffle to a percentage cash drawing if less than 500 tickets sold. All proceeds to benefit the Catholic Schools of 

Zanesville’s Bishop Strong Fund. For questions or more information, please contact the Bishop Rosecrans Office 

 (740-452-7504). 

 

 

 

http://www.rosecrans.cdeducation.org/
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