
4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
   March 27, 2022 

This Sunday we cel-

ebrate the Fourth Sunday of 

Lent.  Traditionally this Sun-

day was referred to as “Lae-

tare Sunday”.  The color for 

the liturgical vestments worn by the priest for this Sunday is 

Rose.  This color is a sign of joy as we rejoice at the midpoint 

and are half-way through our preparation and anticipation of 

Easter.  The opening antiphon for the liturgy is taken from the 

Prophet Isaiah chapter 66.  “Rejoice Jerusalem, and all who 

love her.  Be Joyful, all you who were in mourning;” We rejoice 

and are encouraged as we still have much more to do as we pre-

pare ourselves for the celebration of the Paschal Mystery.  So, 

we persevere in our Lenten observances of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving. 

As you may be aware we have a three-year cycle of 

readings for our Sunday celebration of the Eucharist.  This gives 

us a greater exposure to the Word of God.  I have said it before; 

if we were to attend mass seven days a week for three years we 

would have read and prayed with over fourteen thousand 

(14,000) verses of Sacred Scripture.  We truly are a Church 

deeply immersed in the Bible.  If you are paying closer atten-

tion, the prayers of the mass are saturated with verses from the 

Word of God. 

Concerning the Lenten Season within the three-year 

cycle, the passages that we read from the Gospel are not ran-

domly selected.  There is a theological theme that is emphasized 

for each of the three years in the cycle.  Here is the breakdown 

for the gospel readings for Lent. 

In the first year we pay particular attention to the Gos-

pel of St. John.  There are three important passages geared to 

the Catechumens who are coming into the church.  The gospel 

theme is conversion.  For the Catechumens it is about their con-

version.  For the Baptized, it is a reflection of their renewal of 

their ongoing conversion.  We read the stories of the Samaritan 

woman whom Jesus meets at the well (John 4:5-42).  The fol-

lowing Sunday we read the story of the man born blind (John 

9:1-41).  Lastly, we read the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from 

the dead (John11:1-45).  If you noticed, these reading are listed 

as optional readings for years 2 and 3.  They are found in the 

Missalette as an option for RCIA.   Again, the stress of these 

three readings is about personal conversion.  Like the Catechu-

mens we are thirsting for living waters like the Samaritan 

Woman which can only be found in Jesus.  Like the man born 

blind we realize that without Jesus we do not truly see.  And 

lastly, it is only in Jesus that we have eternal life.  Jesus has 

authority over all life: especially eternal life.  This is the way of 

faith and conversion. 

In the Second year we find that the Church has us fo-

cus on the Paschal Mystery: The Passion, Death and Resurrec-

tion of Jesus.  For this focus we turn again to the Gospel of St. 

John.  We read the account of Jesus predicting the destruction 

and raising up of the temple in three days.  He is referring to the 

“temple of his body” (John 2:13-25).  This is followed by a read-

ing from the conclusion of Jesus’ conversation with Nicode-

mus: “unless you are born again” (John 3:14-21).  Then on the 

following Sunday we read about the coming of his “hour” and 

his anxiety at the thought of it (John 12:20-31).  This theme has 

us meditate on the central teaching of Christianity: The Paschal 

Mystery.  We meditate on the seriousness of Jesus’ self-sacri-

fice: God’s love and faithfulness. 

During our present year, the third year of the cycle, we 

begin reading read from the Gospel of St. Luke.  There is an 

emphasis placed on the penitential aspect of Lent.  We are to 

reflect on the sorrow we should have for personal sin and our 

need for forgiveness.  Last Sunday we read about the innocent 

victims whose blood Pilate mixed with their sacrifices and the 

falling tower of Siloam.  Were these people guilty of some sin?  

Jesus responds with a parable about the fig tree that produces 

no fruit (Luke 13:1-9).  We must produce good fruit, but at 

times we do not.  We have available to us every means (the 

grace of God) to produce “good fruit”.  The greatest tragedy 

here would be for us not to repent by not cooperating with the 

grace of God in order to produce “good fruit”.  We do not want 

something worse to happen to us like those who perished men-

tioned above.  Jesus is speaking of spiritual death. 

This week we read the memorable story about the 

“Prodigal Son”.  We fail when we try to live our life on our 

terms.  In so doing we make a mess of our lives; we live self-

ishly.  In the midst of our mess there is a simple grace that 

makes us recall the father’s goodness.  We are urged to humbly 

return home to the father’s house (Luke 151-3, 11-32).  Next 

Sunday we turn to the Gospel of St. John as we read the story 

of the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11).  The obvious 

theme for this third year is sorrow for sin, our need for repent-

ance and forgiveness from God.  We are to turn away from sin 

and return to our loving and merciful Father. 

The themes of the Lenten Season deal with our con-

version, entrance into the Church and our ongoing need for re-

pentance.  We are reminded that our conversion is a lifelong 

journey.  Our conversion is not a one and done sort of deal.  As 

members of the Body of Christ we realize that we are not per-

fectly converted.  Our conversion is made perfect in Heaven.  

Sin is a reality that we must deal with continually.  Thus, we 

have a need to grow in a deeper appreciation of God’s mercy as 

we meditate on the selfless love of Jesus Christ revealed in His 

passion.  Such great love beckons from us a loving and faithful 

response.  We want to respond to this love with our faithfulness, 

yet while we meditate on this great love, we become all the 

more aware of our sinfulness.  How could God love me a sin-

ner?  We are not worthy of such love that God has for us, yet 

this is precisely the point: God’s love cannot be earned no mat-

ter what we do.  God’s love and mercy is always in abundance 

because this is God’s very nature.  God wants us to know of his 

love and faithfulness and actively calls us back to himself.  But 

we have free will. 

This is the point of the story of the fig tree, the Prodigal 

Son and the woman caught in adultery.  God wants us to be 

open to His grace, to take responsibility of our sins and open 

ourselves to His great Mercy and Love.  This is the deepest 

longing of the human heart: the love of God.  God knows this 

because God put this longing in our hearts.  It is a longing for 

God and can only be fulfilled in God.  However, God’s love is 

not forced on us. 

Using our imagination let us consider what the Prodi-

gal Son did the day after his return.  Receiving the compassion 

and warm welcome of his father, what could he do but to return 

to his place in the home.  He has returned to his place and his 

usual responsibilities.  The difference now is that he returns 

with a new heart and purpose.  This is what a conversion is to 

look like.  The son now resumes his life in a completely new 

way.  He is no longer selfish and ungrateful.  He no longer en-

tertains selfish ambitions in his heart.  He returns to his role in 
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the family with a new heart.  This is also a lesson that his older 

brother.  He needs to learn the lessons of the selfless heart.  He 

took his father and the good life he lived for granted.  We could 

say that he envied the selfish life of his brother and had con-

tempt for his brother.  This too is a manifestation of selfishness. 

Our Lenten Journey is a journey of ongoing conver-

sion.  We are aware of our sinful choices and to be honest we 

know that we need to grow in greater holiness.  God willing, we 

will grow in holiness and experience a renewed mind and heart.  

This is something that is good for us and for those around us.  It 

is a thoughtful response to the gracious goodness and mercy of 

God: A grace that is to fill our lives. 

      Have a blessed third week of Lent. 

      Father Ralko 

REAL PRESENCE REAL FUTURE UPDATE. 

Video presentations sharing clarifying information from the 

Fall Parish Consultation Sessions, your feedback from the Fall, 

and the Second Round Draft Models are now available at the 

webpage for realpresencerealfuture.org. There is also a link that 

can be found on our parish webpage.  Please watch the video 

for our parish and fill out the accompanying survey. The video 

is about thirty minutes. The recommendations that are presented 

are not final. I repeat, they are not final! It is important to pro-

vide feedback and potential alternatives to these drafts. The sur-

vey will be available until June 30.  

See additional confession times in the “What’s Happening In 

Our Parish” section of this bulletin. 
 

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

 
 

                   EASTER FLOWERS 

Due to publishing deadlines we need to have donations for 

Easter flowers to the parish office by Monday, April 4. 

Thank you.  

 
Fish Fry- Knights of Columbus 505 located in 

Sunrise Center every Friday During Lent  

5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Menu includes 

6oz Iced Atlantic Cod, fries and one side 

(choice of macaroni salad, slaw or Macaroni 

and cheese $9.00 (Closed Good Friday) 

  
 

The Christmas Poinsettias are in the Church Social Hall 

(church basement) and are free to anyone who wishes to 

take one.    
 

Pre-Jordan Class 

The Pre-Jordan class for March is Tuesday, March 29th at 7:00 

p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents and 

sponsors of infants and small children who are to be baptized. 

Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 

 

Spring cleanup –Mt. Olive Cemetery will begin cleaning 

off wintertime decorations in preparation for mowing at 

the end of March.  Families are advised to remove any per-

sonal keepsakes they wish to retain before March 29. 

                            

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote 

the welfare of the community in accordance 

with the teachings and rules of the Catholic 

Church through unity, friendship and char-

ity. All women aged 16 and up are welcome 

to join us. The next meeting is Tuesday, 

April 12th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas 

Parish Office. The work of mercy for this month will be the 

preparation of memory books for those in nursing homes. If you 

would like to help with this project, grab your old calendars and 

magazines and join us!  Don’t know how to make a memory 

book? That’s ok, we will show you!   
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, 5133 Wal-

nut Rd, Buckeye Lake, OH 43008 will host the Men Of The 

East for a traveling Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on 

Thursday, April 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. All men 

of the twelve-parish consortium are invited and encouraged 

to participate in these once -a- month Holy Hours. The April 

Holy Hour begins our 5th year of hosting these once-monthly 

traveling visits with our Lord.  It is such a blessing to pray with 

and for the Clergy, Parishioners, and Staff from all parishes in 

Knox, Licking, and Muskingum counties each month. If you 

have never attended, we encourage you to join us. If you're 

long-time regulars, bring all your brothers with you as we con-

tinue our journey with the Lord.  

 

Sacramentals – Did you 

know that Palms are sacra-

mentals?  Rosaries, medals, 

and anything blessed and 

used for prayer including 

crucifixes, statues and icons 

are also sacramentals.  Sac-

ramentals are sacred signs instituted by the Church to prepare 

us to receive the fruit of the sacraments and to sanctify different 

circumstances of our lives. When sacramentals no longer serve 

a purpose or are broken and can no longer be used, they cannot 

be thrown in the trash, they must be disposed of reverently. To 

aid in the disposal of palms from years past and other sacramen-

tals, a collection station has been placed in the vestibule. Sacra-

mentals may be placed in the box found near the steps to the 

choir loft. The collected sacramentals will be buried at Mt. Ol-

ive Cemetery. 

 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 
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Church Support
Sunday, March 13, 2022

OFFERTORY $7,394.00

EFT $4,760.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $12,154.00

 
 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickpar-

ish.org. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each 
Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Of-
fice Chapel at 2:00 p.m. 

as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession 
for the any needs of our nation, 
community, and parish.  
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, March 28 

8:00 a.m., Mass: A. J. Nader, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 
 

TUESDAY, March 29 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., Confessions, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 30 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Robert Ralko, Church 

7:00 p.m. RCIA, parish office 

 

THURSDAY, March 31 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 
 

FRIDAY, April 1 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Linda Dosch, Church 

Adoration of the Holy Eucharist is cancelled this month 

2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 

7:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross, Church 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

SATURDAY, April 2  

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, 

Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Sandy Young, Church 
 

SUNDAY, April 3 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Janet Robinson, Church 
 

Readings for Week of March 28 

Monday Is 65:17-21 Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday Ez 47:1-9, 12 Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday Is 49:8-15 Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday Ex 32:7-14 Jn 5:31-47 

Friday Wis 2:1a,  

12-22 

Jn 7:1-2, 10, 

25-30 

Saturday Jer 11:18-20 Jn 7:40-53 

Sunday Is 43:16-21 Jn 8:1-11 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

 April 2 & 3, 2022- 5th Sunday of Lent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, April 2 

5:15 p.m. 

Choir/ 

Kevin McCarthy 

Nichole Hannahs Laurie Harmon 

Margaret Kronenbitter, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, April 3 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses  Peggy Hill Tammy Dovenbarger 

Jim & Sue Hillis 

Sunday, April 3 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Keena Hansel Karen Hardman 

Tim Hoffer, Kevin Jones 
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Win a 2022 Jeep Wrangler! 

 

Catholic Schools of Zanesville 2022 Jeep Wrangler Raffle from 

Ridenour Auto Group  

Black with black interior - 2 door automatic - Soft top -2.2 Liter turbo en-

gine - All weather mats – MSRP $35,550 

$100 per ticket  
Tickets will be available at Bishop Rosecrans High School office, 

through the mail or on the Rosecrans High School website, 

www.rosecrans.cdeducation.org  
Or scan the QR code below 

Your ticket(s) will then be mailed to you promptly.   
 

Drawing to be held at Bishop Rosecrans High School when all 500 tickets sold. You need not be present to win, and you must be at least 

18 years old to enter. Winner responsible for fees, local, state, and federal tax and title. The Catholic Schools of Zanesville reserves the 

right to convert the raffle to a percentage cash drawing if less than 500 tickets sold. All proceeds to benefit the Catholic Schools of 

Zanesville’s Bishop Strong Fund. For questions or more information, please contact the Bishop Rosecrans Office (740-452-7504). 
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