
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
   April 3, 2022 

Today we celebrate the Fifth 

Sunday of Lent.  The Gospel 

for today is the story about the 

woman caught in “the very act 

of adultery”.  It is not a story 

of condemnation but of mercy, forgiveness and conversion… 

“Neither do I condemn you.  Go, and from now on do not sin 

anymore”.  Forgiveness is the merciful starting point for a new 

life graciously offered to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Jesus 

Christ offers this mercy because he is the mercy of God incar-

nate.  This mercy is for the restoration of our dignity as human 

persons made in the image and likeness of God.  In the eyes of 

those who brought the woman to Jesus, they only saw her as an 

adulteress.  They labelled her according to her sin.  This is not 

how Jesus saw her. 

 Let us recall last Sunday’s gospel, notably called the parable 

of “the Prodigal Son”.  The passage starts off with the Pharisees 

and scribes complaining that Jesus “welcomes sinners and eats 

with them”.  The problem with the Pharisees and scribes is that 

they were about the business of labeling people as sinners.  

They were making serious judgements about the people with 

whom Jesus welcomed and dined.   They were self-righteous 

and confident in making a moral judgement about those at the 

table with Jesus.  In response to their judgement Jesus responds 

with a couple parables one of which we read last week. 

 In the parable, which you can reread on your own to your 

benefit, we read about the “Father’s” two sons.  Both sons also 

lost sight of who they were and thus their dignity as sons of the 

father.  The younger son, in taking and squandering his inher-

itance, hit rock bottom and finally came to his senses.  He for-

mulates a kind of a confession revealing how he saw himself.  

“I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I no longer 

deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would one of your 

hired workers.”   In his reckless behavior he lost sight of his 

true identity: a son.  He sees himself by his sinful activity.  He 

thinks he lost his dignity as a son. 

Now the older son saw himself in a different way.  He 

had an inflated opinion of himself.  He told his father that 

“Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey 

your orders… But when your son returns who swallowed up 

your property with prostitutes, for him your slaughter the fat-

tened calf”.   The older son judged himself as superior to his 

brother whom he does not recognize as a brother.  He even 

places himself above his father who seems to be acting fool-

ishly.  Both sons, in their own way, did not acknowledge their 

true identity and dignity as sons of their father.  They were so 

focused on actions as the foundation of their identity.  They lost 

sight of their inherent dignity which exists and finds its origin 

in the father. 

The father in the story does not lose sight of the dignity 

of his sons.  They are his sons and will always remain his sons.  

The reality of their sinful behavior does not negate their dignity 

as sons.  It may tarnish and distort their dignity, but sin cannot 

destroy it.  The merciful father has the ability to graciously re-

store their dignity. 

The beginning of last Sunday’s gospel passage comes 

into focus.  Jesus by welcoming and dining with sinners is 

mindful of their human dignity.  The same is true even for the 

humiliated woman in today’s gospel.  Jesus Christ is about the 

business of restoring their tarnished dignity.  This is the busi-

ness of reconciliation: the restoration of our dignity as sons and 

daughters of our Father.  Once restored, they are to live this re-

stored dignity. 

Today, Jesus rises above the labeling of the woman 

who is accused by the scribes and Pharisees.  He has compas-

sion for her because she is a daughter of God created in the im-

age and likeness of God.  He graciously offers forgiveness and 

not condemnation.  He also encourages her to “sin no more” in 

accordance with her restored dignity.  Forgiveness is offered to 

all so that we may live our restored lives according to our dig-

nity.  We are to live a life worthy of the gift we have received: 

forgiveness and co-heirs to the Kingdom of God in Christ. 

The Season of Lent is quickly passing as we begin the 

Fifth week on our road to Mt. Calvary and Easter.  In accord-

ance with the penitential season, I have been trying to continue 

to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation at a variety of times.  I 

have had a few last-minute changes because of funerals, how-

ever, I am still trying to provide extra times for the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation.  I have to admit that I have been busy with 

some of the earlier times since many of our senior members find 

those times convenient.  My intention has been to schedule 

those times to make the sacrament accessible to as many people 

as possible.  As pastor I appreciate the number of people who 

have taken advantage of these times.  This is an important step 

as we prepare for the celebration of the Paschal Mystery. 

 As you also know that over the last few years, I have been 

encouraging families who have a child who is making his or her 

First Confession to do so during the Lenten Season.  So far, I 

have had very few “First Reconciliations”.  If this doesn’t hap-

pen during Lent then it must be done before they receive their 

First Holy Communion which is taking place on Saturday, 

April 30th.  Please do not wait until the last minute.  I have of-

fered these extra times for confessions in order for our students 

to follow the Standard Practice of going to confession.  The 

norm for confession is “individual confession and absolution”.  

I figure that we should have the children make their First Con-

fession according to the Standard Practice.  In this line of think-

ing I am also encouraging this practice for the fathers and moth-

ers to prepare and determine when their child is ready for their 

First Confession.  This is also an indicator for the parents that 

if their child is not ready for their First Confession then they 

may not be ready for their First Holy Communion.  First Rec-

onciliation and First Holy Communion are important sacra-

ments.  The seriousness of the sacraments needs to be under-

stood by both parents and child.  This level of seriousness has 

to be reinforced at home as it is stressed in the classroom. 

I have also strongly encouraged Parents to set the ex-

ample by bringing their child for their First Confession.  There 

have been a few children who have come to the sacrament but 

not the parents.  This is discouraging as well as undermining 

what we are trying to do in stressing the importance of the sac-

raments and the practice of the faith.  I know there is some pres-

sure on our children because this is their first time with the sac-

rament.  It is magnified when parents tell them it is important 

but don’t go themselves.  This was one of the difficulties with 

a communal “First Reconciliation” service.  It has been my ex-

perience that during these services the children went to confes-

sion while everyone else sat in the pews watching and waiting 

for them to go to return.  These services tended to be lengthy 

and family members became spectators and not participants.  It 

seemed to me, right or wrong, that this Communal form of the 

Sacrament placed too much pressure on the children to be ready 

on this day, at this time, while everyone else watched.  When 
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those in attendance with the children did not go to confession 

during the service it set a very bad public example.  It is like 

saying that this sacrament is really good for you but not for me.  

Actions speak louder than words. 

 So, I am asking the parents again to set the good example 

by going to confession when they bring their children for their 

First Confession.  Also, a bit of advice is needed here; Parents 

I ask that you help your children by re-familiarizing yourself 

with the Rite and learn and pray the Act of Contrition with your 

son or daughter.  Secondly, I also ask mom and dad to bring 

their children to Church on Sundays.  This is particularly im-

portant for our children as they join the Catholic Community in 

prayer and sharing in the Eucharist.  In a world with so many 

bad influences, Sunday mass is absolutely essential for living 

our Catholic Faith.  We cannot be Catholic Christians without 

the church and the sacraments; especially the Eucharist. 

         Have a Blessed Lenten Week. 

         Fr. Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

 
 

                   EASTER FLOWERS 

Due to publishing deadlines we need to have donations for 

Easter flowers to the parish office by Monday, April 4. 

Thank you.  
 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST!   Sunday, April 10th following 

the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. Come and enjoy fancy 

potato casserole, amazing French toast, “Steve Evans” sausage, 

which in our opinion is way better than “Bob Evans” sausage, 

and delicious scrambled eggs. The breakfast is served in the 

Church Social Hall and is free; however, we do accept dona-

tions for support of future breakfasts. Please join us! This is 

the last breakfast until Fall as our cooking team is taking a 

break. We will see you again in September!  Thank you to 

everyone for joining us for breakfast!   
 

Catalyst Night Youth Ministry News! 

Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, April 

10th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the National Evangeli-

zation Team (NET), college age missionaries. The night in-

cludes dinner, presentations, games, skits, prayer, friends and 

fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nicholas youth event 

and all teens grades 7-12 regardless of affiliation are invited. 

Parents are welcome!   
 

The Christmas Poinsettias are in the Church Social Hall 

(church basement) and are free to anyone who wishes to 

take one.    

                 

   The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the 

welfare of the community in accordance with 

the teachings and rules of the Catholic Church 

through unity, friendship and charity. All 

women aged 16 and up are welcome to join us. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, April 12th at 6:00 

p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office. The work of 

mercy for this month will be the preparation of 

memory books for those in nursing homes. If you 

would like to help with this project, grab your old cal-

endars and magazines and join us!  Don’t know how 

to make a memory book? That’s ok, we will show 

you!   
 
Grief Support – Tuesday, April 19th at 1:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

in the Parish Office Meeting Room. This month’s topic is: 

“The Holiday Struggle”. Grief by definition is deep sorrow 

caused by loss and it can appear as sadness, pain, it can even 

make us physically ill. The St. Nicholas Grief Support Program 

provides monthly meetings which are offered twice in one day. 

All are welcome.   
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, 5133 Wal-

nut Rd, Buckeye Lake, OH 43008 will host the Men Of The 

East for a traveling Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on 

Thursday, April 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. All men 

of the twelve-parish consortium are invited and encouraged 

to participate in these once -a- month Holy Hours. The April 

Holy Hour begins our 5th year of hosting these once-monthly 

traveling visits with our Lord.  It is such a blessing to pray with 

and for the Clergy, Parishioners, and Staff from all parishes in 

Knox, Licking, and Muskingum counties each month. If you 

have never attended, we encourage you to join us. If you're 

long-time regulars, bring all your brothers with you as we con-

tinue our journey with the Lord.  
 

Sacramentals – Did you know that 

Palms are sacramentals?  Rosaries, 

medals, and anything blessed and 

used for prayer including crucifixes, 

statues and icons are also sacramen-

tals.  Sacramentals are sacred signs 

instituted by the Church to prepare us to receive the fruit of the 

sacraments and to sanctify different circumstances of our lives. 

When sacramentals no longer serve a purpose or are broken and 

can no longer be used, they cannot be thrown in the trash, they 

must be disposed of reverently. To aid in the disposal of palms 

from years past and other sacramentals, a collection station has 

been placed in the vestibule. Sacramentals may be placed in the 

box found near the steps to the choir loft. The collected sacra-

mentals will be buried at Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
 

Fish Fry- Knights of Columbus 505 located in 

Sunrise Center every Friday During Lent  

5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Menu includes 

6oz Iced Atlantic Cod, fries and one side (choice 

of macaroni salad, slaw or Macaroni and cheese 

$9.00 (Closed Good Friday) 
 

 
 

 

 



5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 

 

Church Support
Sunday, March 20, 2022

OFFERTORY $5,878.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $5,878.00

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickpar-

ish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those serv-

ing our country currently and with their loved ones 

at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and that 

the world may one day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday 
at the St. Nicholas Parish  
Office Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as 
we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
any needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, April 4 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Shane Noll, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m., Confessions, Church 
 

TUESDAY, April 5 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

10:00 -11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confessions, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 6 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Ron Miller, Church 

7:00 p.m. RCIA, parish office 
 

THURSDAY, April 7 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 
 

FRIDAY, April 8 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Howard Miller, birthday, Church 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Confessions, 

Church 

7:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross, Church 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION  

OF THE LORD 
 

SATURDAY, April 9  

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. and  

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Mary Jo Dooley, Church 
 

SUNDAY, April 10 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Virginia Morozowsky, Church 
 

Readings for Week of April 4 

Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-

17, 19-30, 

 33-62 

Jn 8:12-20 

Tuesday Nm 21:4-9 Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-

92, 95 

Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday Gn 17:3-9 Jn 8:51-59 

Friday Jer 20:10-13 Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday Ez 37:21-28 Jn 11:45-56 

Sunday Lk 19:28-40 Lk 22:14-23:56 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

 April 9 & 10, 2022- Palm Sunday 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, April 9 

5:15 p.m. 

Laura DeCoy Tom Pitcock 

Keena Hansel 

Karen Robinson 

Dan and Charlotte Snider 

Sunday, April 10 

8:15 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette  Bill Sullivan 

Patti Logan 

Phil Kocoloski 

Dan and Cheryl Sylvester 

Sunday, April 10 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Diane Hoffer 

Peggy Hill 

Gerald Tiberio 

Claire Tiberio, Karen Hardman 
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ST. NICHOLAS CATHOLIC CHURCH

Passion (Palm) Sunday Holy Thursday
April 9, 2022 Mass at 5:15 p.m. April 14, 2022

April 10, 2022, Masses at 7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord's Supper

8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration until 11:00 p.m.

Maundy
          Thursday

Good Friday
April 15, 2022

2:00 p.m.

Celebration of the Lord's Passion

Monday of Holy Week
April 11, 2022

Mass at 8:00 a.m.

Tuesday of Holy Week Holy Saturday
April 12, 2022 April 16, 2022

Mass at 9:00 a.m. Easter Vigil Begins at Nightfall

Wednesday of Holy Week Easter Sunday
April 13, 2022 April 17, 2022

Mass at 8:10 a.m. 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

 


