
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
   April 10, 2022 

This weekend we observe 

Palm/Passion Sunday.  We 

begin the business of Holy 

Week.  Needless to say, this is 

the most important week of 

the Church Year.  You have heard me say in the past and I will 

say it again, this is not the week for fun, games and vacations.  

Spiritually and liturgically, this is the most intensely focused 

week of Lent.  Broadly speaking and understood, this is the 

most important time for all Christian.  The observance of this 

week deserves our attention, devotion and prayerfulness.  Re-

grettably over the years, we have lost that sense of intensity and 

importance.  Let us refocus our personal efforts to enter into this 

important time.  Let the Liturgies of Holy Week draw you ever 

deeper into the Paschal Mystery.  

 The scheduled events for the week are listed in this bulletin.  

Please note well the last few times for confessions this week.  

Again, there are various hours listed to accommodate our senior 

parishioners during the day.  There are morning times as well 

as some afternoon times.  Regrettably I do not have a free even-

ing this week for confessions.  Just the same, please take ad-

vantage of these remaining times to spiritually prepare yourself 

for the celebration of Easter.   

Tuesday evening the priests of the diocese will gather 

at the Cathedral for the Chrism Mass.  This is the mass in which 

the Bishop consecrates the oils to be used for the year.  This 

year I suspect that one of our retired Bishops will preside over 

this.  At this mass the Bishop will consecrate the Oil of the Cat-

echumens for anointing at Baptism, Sacred Chrism for anoint-

ing at Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders, and the Oil of 

the Infirmed for the anointing of the sick.  The priests with also 

renew the promises they made at the time of their ordination. 

 Holy Thursday evening we will celebrate the Liturgy of the 

Lord’s Supper.  With this liturgy we solemnly begin our Easter 

Triduum.  This Liturgy commemorates the events of the Last 

Supper.  After the Last Supper Jesus went to the Garden of Ol-

ives to pray.  Following this Liturgy, the Church will be open 

for personal prayer and adoration until 11:00 p.m.  This solemn 

liturgy marks the beginning of the Easter Triduum.  Holy Thurs-

day commemorates the establishment of the Holy Eucharist and 

Holy Orders.  If you have not attended the liturgy in the past, 

you are most encouraged to join us this year. 

 Good Friday the liturgy of the Lord’s Passion will be ob-

served at 2:00 p.m.  Again, this solemn liturgy draws us deeper 

into the suffering and death of the Lord.  Through the reading 

of Sacred Scripture, especially the Passion and Crucifixion ac-

cording to St. John, and the prayers of the Church we are drawn 

into a deep reflection into the Love and Faithfulness of our God.  

In the face of wickedness, sin and death the only sure thing we 

have to hold on to is the love and faithfulness of God revealed 

in and through our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the most important 

and gracious gift from God.  If you have not been to this liturgy 

you are encouraged to join us. 

 The Easter Vigil begins at sundown on Saturday evening.  

The Vigil will begin around 8:00 pm.  During this Liturgy Cat-

echumens and Converts to the faith are welcomed, Baptized, 

Confirmed and receive their First Holy communion with the 

Catholic Church.  The following morning, Easter Sunday, 

masses will be at their regularly scheduled times. 

 I cannot stress it enough; Holy Week is the most solemn 

time for us.  It is very important that we keep a sense of quiet 

reflection and prayerfulness throughout the week.  I encourage 

one and all to turn off the unnecessary distractions and activities 

at the end of the week and allow yourself to be drawn into the 

sacred character of this holy time. 

 Recalling this year’s Lenten season has been set by the Gos-

pel of St. Luke, we focus on repentance.  The last three Sundays 

have highlighted this theme.  We first heard the call to repent; 

the story of the repentant Prodigal Son and last Sunday the story 

of the woman caught in adultery in John’s Gospel.  All these 

episodes affirmed the reality of sin and our need to repent.  Of-

ten, we do not consider the reality of sin in our personal lives.  

We go about our daily business and rarely consider that some 

of our activities are indeed sinful.  This coincides with the sim-

ple fact that during the normal course of our daily lives we 

rarely make an active or conscious attempt to cooperate with 

the grace of God.  We do not consider that some of our “normal” 

daily activities are sinful just as we do not consider our Chris-

tian duty to grow in holiness.  We just don’t consider our daily 

lives in terms of our Catholic Christian faith on a deeper level. 

 Looking at last Sunday’s gospel about the woman caught in 

the act of adultery.  The Pharisees used the woman’s humiliat-

ing situation as a way to set a trap for Jesus.  Their hearts were 

already hardened toward the woman and Jesus.  They were will-

ing to use the woman caught in adultery to get at Jesus.  Such 

were their intentions that they did not perceive themselves as 

having sinful hearts.  They were hiding behind their status and 

the Law of Moses.  They recalled Moses’ command to stone 

such women and wanted to see where Jesus stood.  Ironically, 

they brought the woman to Jesus who knows all human hearts 

and did not give into their trap.  Jesus did however bring their 

sinful hearts to their attention “Whoever is without sin may cast 

the first stone.”  The response was silence followed by the Phar-

isees slowly walking away.  The self-righteous Pharisees were 

invited to examine their consciences.  Instead of having the con-

demnation they wanted for the woman and for Jesus, they stum-

bled upon an invitation to examine their consciences and their 

wicked intentions. 

 Often in our daily lives we do not examine our conscience.  

We do not seriously acknowledge our sinfulness until we are 

invited or forced to take inventory of our lives.  We may think 

over the day, but we rarely consider our lives in broader terms 

of sin.  It is only when we bring our lives before the Lord that 

we may find ourselves stumbling upon the light of truth.  It is 

in the presence of Christ that we are able to have a clear vision 

of our lives. 

 Jesus is gracious and merciful.  Jesus is also just.  Being 

gracious and merciful does not mean that our sins do not matter.  

In the light of truth and justice, sin matters.  Our repentance 

means that we take responsibility for our sins.  At this point we 

are ready and open to the grace and mercy of Jesus.  This is a 

gracious gift.  We now have the opportunity to be thankful and 

to live in a manner worthy of such loving forgiveness.  That is 

why Jesus was patient with the woman; he offered her mercy 

and told her not to sin again.  Jesus made a judgment on the sin 

but not the sinner.  This is what the Pharisees refused to do be-

cause of their hardened hearts.  An important lesson we can 

learn from this Gospel is that Jesus is very patient with sinners.  

Jesus is patient with all of us.  His patience is for our repentance. 

 Our need for a Savior implies that we are sinners.  Sadly, 

we causally admit that we are sinners as well as we casually 

acknowledge Jesus Christ as our savior.  This week we pause 

and look deeper into our lives and our relationship with Jesus 



       

                                                                 April 10, 2022             

Christ.  We will not grow in greater appreciation and our need 

for a Savior until we accept this invitation to prayer and reflec-

tion on our lives touched by the Passion, Death and Resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ.  We have the liturgies of Holy Week to 

assist us as we reflect on this central mystery of our faith life.  

The passion, death and resurrection of Jesus is serious because.  

Our salvation is also serious business. 

  As we pray during this Holy Week we reflect upon God’s 

supreme Faithfulness and His tremendous Love for us.  We seek 

His forgiveness for our lack of faith and our lack of love.  We 

seek His mercy and grace.  As we recall his sacred passion and 

death, we pray that we may grow in Faith and Love with the 

Hope in having a share in his Glorious Resurrection. 

         Have a Blessed Holy Week. 

         Father Ralko 
 

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
                  

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST!   Sunday, April 10th following 

the 8:15 A.M. AND 10:45 A.M. Masses. Come and enjoy po-

tato casserole, French toast, sausage, and delicious scrambled 

eggs. The breakfast is served in the Church Social Hall and is 

free; however, we do accept donations for support of future 

breakfasts. Please join us! This is the last breakfast until Fall 

as our cooking team is taking a break. We will see you again 

in September! Thank you to everyone for joining us for 

breakfast!   

 

Catalyst Night Youth Ministry News! 

Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, 

April 10th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the National 

Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionaries. The 

night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, prayer, 

friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nicholas 

youth event and all teens grades 7-12 regardless of affiliation 

are invited. Parents are welcome!   

                    

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote 

the welfare of the community in accordance 

with the teachings and rules of the Catholic 

Church through unity, friendship and char-

ity. All women aged 16 and up are welcome 

to join us. The next meeting is Tuesday, 

April 12th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas 

Parish Office. The work of mercy for this month will be the 

preparation of memory books for those in nursing homes. If you 

would like to help with this project, grab your old calendars and 

magazines and join us!  Don’t know how to make a memory 

book? That’s ok, we will show you!   
 
Grief Support – Tuesday, April 19th at 1:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

in the Parish Office Meeting Room. This month’s topic is: 

“The Holiday Struggle”. Grief by definition is deep sorrow 

caused by loss and it can appear as sadness, pain, it can even 

make us physically ill. The St. Nicholas Grief Support Pro-

gram provides monthly meetings which are offered twice in 

one day. All are welcome.   
 

 

 

  
 

The Parish Office will be closed on Good Friday, 

April 15 and Easter Monday, April 18. 

Fr. Ralko and the Parish Staff 

 wish everyone a Blessed Easter. 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, 5133 Wal-

nut Rd, Buckeye Lake, OH 43008 will host the Men Of The 

East for a traveling Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on 

Thursday, April 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. All men 

of the twelve-parish consortium are invited and encouraged 

to participate in these once -a- month Holy Hours. The April 

Holy Hour begins our 5th year of hosting these once-monthly 

traveling visits with our Lord.  It is such a blessing to pray with 

and for the Clergy, Parishioners, and Staff from all parishes in 

Knox, Licking, and Muskingum counties each month. If you 

have never attended, we encourage you to join us. If you're 

long-time regulars, bring all your brothers with you as we con-

tinue our journey with the Lord.  
 

Sacramentals – Did you know that 

Palms are sacramentals?  Rosaries, 

medals, and anything blessed and 

used for prayer including crucifixes, 

statues and icons are also sacramen-

tals.  Sacramentals are sacred signs 

instituted by the Church to prepare us to receive the fruit of the 

sacraments and to sanctify different circumstances of our lives. 

When sacramentals no longer serve a purpose or are broken and 

can no longer be used, they cannot be thrown in the trash, they 

must be disposed of reverently. To aid in the disposal of palms 

from years past and other sacramentals, a collection station has 

been placed in the vestibule. Sacramentals may be placed in the 

box found near the steps to the choir loft. The collected sacra-

mentals will be buried at Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
 

Rosary Leaders 

The Catholic Church has set aside the entire month of May 

to honor Mary, Mother of God. In honor of Mary, we will 

pray the Rosary before the weekend Masses. Those inter-

ested in leading the Rosary before the 5:15 p.m. Saturday 

Mass or the Sunday 8:15 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. Mass are asked 

to call the parish office. 
 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 
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Parish Finances 

Please Note: Parish Finances for the week 

of March 28 will not be published, due to 

publication deadlines. Thank you! 

 

BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS FOR MARCH 2022 

$50- Nancy Susa, $25- Ginny Gutridge, John Biedenbach, 

Joyce Schilling, Lori Moyer, Eric Schmieder, Jeff Hardwick, 

Jenni Middaugh, Steve Moyer, Erin Baumgartner, Dan Syl-

vester and Dave Weidig 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickpar-

ish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday 
at the St. Nicholas Parish  
Office Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as 
we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
any needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, April 11 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Les Andrews, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., Confessions, Church 
 

TUESDAY, April 12 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., Confessions, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 13 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Mary Hall, Church 

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 

7:00 p.m. RCIA, Church 
 

THURSDAY, April 14 

7:00 p.m., Mass: Reg Grear, anniversary, Church 
 

FRIDAY, April 15 

Office closed 

2:00 p.m., The Passion of the Lord, Church 
 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION 

OF THE LORD 
 

SATURDAY, April 16  

Nightfall, Easter Vigil Mass: Robert Havens, Church 
 

SUNDAY, April 17 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Doug Davis, Church 
 

Readings for Week of April 11 

Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-

17, 19-30, 

 33-62 

Jn 8:12-20 

Tuesday Nm 21:4-9 Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-

92, 95 

Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday Gn 17:3-9 Jn 8:51-59 

Friday Jer 20:10-13 Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday Ez 37:21-28 Jn 11:45-56 

Sunday Lk 19:28-40 Lk 22:14-23:56 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

April 14, 15, 16 17, 2022- Palm Sunday 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Thursday, April 14 

7:00 p.m. 

Sandy Black 

Sr. Bernadette 

Tom Pitcock 

 

Dan Sylvester 

Cheryl Sylvester, Tim Hoffer 

Friday, April 15 

2:00 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy 

Sr. Bernadette  

Bill Sullivan 

Sam Palleschi 

Phil Kocoloski 

Dan and Cheryl Sylvester 

Saturday, April 16 

nightfall 

Sr. Bernadette Bill Sullivan 

Peggy Hill 

Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Susan Pratt 

Sunday, April 17 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Susan Thompson Phil Kocoloski 

Dan & Cheryl Sylvester 

Sunday, April 17 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Rocky Rowe Tim Hoffer 

Jocelyn Connell, Kevin Jones 

 


