
 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
   May 1, 2022 

This weekend we 

send our heartfelt 

congratulations to our parish 

second graders who received 

their First Holy Communion 

Saturday morning.  This is a big step in their lives.  I know they 

have been eagerly waiting for this great day. Their joy and 

enthusiasm are inspiring to witness. Their joyful enthusiasm is 

something for us to note well.  In their innocence they express 

a sincere desire to be close to our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 

something that as adults we sometimes forget and don’t 

encourage. The most important thing parents can give their 

children is not material possessions but rather the sharing of 

their religious commitment. We are aware of the many 

pressures we have in our daily lives. Our daily activities can 

easily complicate our lives and many times in negative ways.  

Such is the society we live in. When we add the influence of 

our personal faults and failures, we lose the desire to grow in 

faithfulness and holiness; the mark of our Christian lives. Sin 

taints and distorts the deepest desire of our hearts; namely our 

desire to be close to the Lord. Worldly pressures have a way of 

making our hearts numb, indifferent or hardened to our deep 

calling and desire for God. We are hesitant to admit it and 

maybe even embarrassed to admit that we may have lost sight 

of what is most important: our own and our children’s basic and 

innocent desire for the Lord. 

 We need to take seriously this innocent desire of our 

children. As harsh as the world can be we want to protect them 

and their innocence as much as we can. We do not want our 

adult problems and worries to burden them. More and more 

often I am amazed when I see adults burdening their children 

with adult issues. Then we hear all those social agendas that 

deal with race and gender identity filtering into our public-

school systems. It is important that we allow our children to be 

children and enjoy their childhood as long as they can without 

the burden of these social agendas. Protecting and teaching our 

children is very important. Their minds are open and fresh.  This 

is precisely the time for the most important teachings of our 

faith: prayer, virtue, and holiness. All too often our children are 

exposed to vice and violence without the necessary resources to 

help them: our Catholic Faith. 

The development and maturing of virtue happen during 

moments of quiet reflection. Parents are to plant the seeds of 

faith.  Once a seed is planted it begins to grow. This growth 

takes time in response to the grace of God.  God doesn’t expect 

parents to plant a full-grown mature tree. Just to plant a seed. 

This important work is done with parental example.  Growth in 

goodness and virtue (a.k.a. holiness) does not magically 

happen. It takes time with the grace of God. Open to grace our 

Christian Faith will mature: in ourselves and in our children. 

 So, we try the best we can to guide, educate and protect our 

children. This is a difficult task for all of us.  At times it can be 

overwhelming. Yet we are never alone in this noble task. We 

have the Grace of God. This grace is given to us in abundance 

by means of the Sacraments. The Vocation of Matrimony is 

particularly important here.  God calls a couple to marriage. In 

the sacrament of Matrimony, God provides the necessary graces 

to bring that calling to its completion. This grace is essential for 

family life. It flows from God, through the parents, and into the 

lives of their children and the world. In a reverse manner, 

children are a blessing to parents in more ways than can be 

imagined. God’s grace/blessings come to parents through 

children. Children are dependent on their parents for so many 

things especially their need for love. Where there is love there 

is God. The more parents act in love and in tending to the needs 

of their children, the more loving the parents become. This is 

all grace. It is the grace necessary for bringing the vocation of 

marriage/parenthood to its Christian fulfillment. However, as 

immediate as that grace is available to us it is never forced upon 

us. We can freely receive it, deny it or ignore it. It is an act of 

faith to trust and actively open our hearts to receive God’s grace 

and blessings. Again, this grace always comes from God: 

through the parents to the children and through the children to 

the parents. In faith, it is all grace. 

 The Church has always been the channel of God’s grace. It 

is in and through the Church that the necessary graces are 

tangibly available to us. How so?  First, we understand that 

grace is the abiding presence of God. Thus, we can say the 

primary abiding presence of God in the world is Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ is the primary grace of God as such he is the first 

sacrament because He is God’s perfect presence in the world.  

Secondly, to make a long story short, Jesus gave us the Church 

to be His living presence in the world.  Jesus told his disciples, 

“He who hears you hears me”.  The Church, the Body of Christ, 

is the abiding presence of Christ in the world today. We can say 

that the Church is a sacrament. Lastly, within the Church, Christ 

has given us seven sacraments to personally communicate his 

abiding presence. Sacraments are personal encounters with 

Christ made available to us through the Church. The sacraments 

are not quaint little things Catholics do. They are the substantial 

rites of encounter with the Lord that bring us to salvation. A 

sacramental life is one that is directed to salvation. The most 

important of the Sacraments, because of its intensity, is our 

direct encounter with Christ in the Eucharist. The Eucharist is 

essential for our encounter with Christ and our Salvation. As 

the Second Vatican Council proclaimed, the Eucharist is the 

source and summit of our Christian life. 

 We find it difficult, if not impossible, to live as faithful 

Catholic Christians in this world without the sacraments and 

especially the Holy Eucharist. As Catholics it is impossible for 

us to live the faith without the sacraments. It is impossible to 

live in a Catholic Marriage without the Church and her 

Sacraments, especially the Eucharist.  This truth cannot be 

stressed enough. Wandering away from the Church and the 

Sacraments puts a Catholic in a very dangerous place 

spiritually. When it concerns children, it is spiritually 

devastating. 

 Knowing that the Eucharist is essential you would think that 

the Church would be packed with Catholics every Sunday. 

Sadly, this is not the case. Many find going to church to be a 

burden, inconvenient or of little importance. In reality it is a 

small sacrifice to attend church and the sacraments considering 

the greater inconveniences and sacrifices people make for lesser 

worldly things. You can fill in the blank about those other 

things… i.e., sports etc. 

 Furthermore, it is believed that the family is the Domestic 

Church. As such it is important for Christ to be at the center of 

the home.  It is an important thing for families to pray together. 

This is highly encouraged. There are simple ways this can be 

accomplished.  One small way is to pray before meals: “to say 

grace”.  It is a prayer that requests God’s blessings as well as 

giving thanks for the meal we are about to share. These are two 

very important aspects that are necessary for a prayer life: 
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thanksgiving and petition. A good habit of praying grace before 

meals sets a habit of prayerful thanksgiving and petition in 

many other aspects of life. These prayerful elements are also 

part of our community at prayer in the Mass. 

 Another simple little practice is to say prayers when waking 

up and before going to sleep at night. Quick prayers for God’s 

blessing as we begin the day and a reflection at the end of the 

day can frame the day in God’s presence. Thanksgiving for a 

new day and for the blessings of the day is positive. Reflection 

at the end of the day should take into account a prayer of 

contrition for the bad choices or sinful things we may have done 

during the day.  This leads us to saying we are sorry for our 

sins. Thus, in prayer we ask for forgiveness, we give thanks for 

the blessings of the day and we ask for God’s Divine protection 

on us and for those who have asked us to pray for them.  This 

practice leads to a habit of prayer and reflection. It is a good 

habit for all Christians. 

If these things happen in the family, the “Domestic church” 

it will lead to the Church as the community of believers 

gathering together as the Body of Christ. These same practices 

in the family are also the practices of the Catholic Christian 

Community. These elements of prayer are found in the greatest 

prayer of the Catholic Church: the Mass. 

 Thus, we come to this important point. Parents, it is vitally 

important for you and your children to come to Sunday Mass 

every week. Your children want to be close to Jesus especially 

in the Eucharist. They have a spiritual hunger that they may not 

be able to articulate and express to you. Your Children are a 

blessing from God. Let the Children lead you and your family 

to Christ. We live in a difficult world and we need all the help 

we can get. The greatest help is always available to us and it is 

always right here in the Church and in her Sacraments; 

especially the Eucharist. Please take advantage of the abundant 

Grace of God. 

  God Bless you and Congratulations First Communion 

class of 2022! 

      Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Richard Tabler 
 

                           

MOTHER’S DAY TRIBUTE The Muskingum Valley Right 

to Life will once again, be      sponsoring a full-page Mother’s 

Day tribute ad in the Times Recorder on May 8. For this we 

will be collecting names, along with a $3.00 donation, at all 

masses this weekend, April 30-May 1, for all who wish to 

honor their mother(s), both living and deceased, on their 

special day. 

 

Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, May 

1st at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the National 

Evangelization Team (NET). This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. 

Nicholas youth event. Parents are welcome!   

 

 

“Living the Joy of the Gospel,” the theme of the Bishop’s 

Annual Appeal, inspires us, as people of faith, to share joyfully 

the Good News of Christ to those who most need to feel His 

love. Works of kindness and assistance, sometimes in the 

smallest way, can bring about a profound change in a person’s 

life. Through the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, we have an 

opportunity to bring about a positive change in the lives of 

many of God’s people. Through your generosity, you are 

supporting the various ministries and programs that are vital in 

spreading His love. Next week is Commitment Weekend for the 

Appeal, at which time you can make your gift or pledge. Our 

parish has been asked to raise $61,000. We can accomplish this 

if, after prayerful consideration, everyone gives what they can. 

Any amount raised over our goal will be returned to our parish 

to be used for our particular needs. Thank you in advance for 

your prayerful generosity! 
 

Rosary Leaders We will pray the Rosary before the weekend 

Masses in May to honor Mary, Mother of God. Those interested 

in leading the Rosary before the 5:15 p.m. Saturday Mass or the 

Sunday 8:15 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. Mass are asked to call the parish 

office. “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to 

flight and to keep oneself from sin…If you desire peace in your 

hearts, in your homes, and in your country, assemble each 

evening to recite the Rosary. Let not even one day pass without 

saying it, no matter how burdened you may be with many cares 

and labors.”  ~Pope Pius XI 
 

There will be a St. Nicholas Festival meeting May 2 at 6:30 

p.m. in the St Nicholas Parish office. This year's festival will be 

Friday, August 5 & Saturday, August 6. Hope to see you there! 

For more information contact Kevin Jones at 614-561-6381 or 
kevin.jones@jonesschlaterflooring.com  
 

Surviving Divorce is a 12-week program featuring 30 minute 

DVD sessions each week. Surviving Divorce was created to 

bring hope and healing to those who have experienced the pain 

and loneliness of a broken marriage. It is for the newly 

separated and divorced and those still struggling with issues 

many years later. The next session will begin on Wednesday, 

May 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the parish office. To register contact Patty, 

(740) 453-0597 ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org  

SCHEDULING NOTE: During the FIRST THREE WEEKS 

registration remains open. After the first three sessions, due to 

the sensitive nature of this group and to build relationships and 

confidentiality, the doors are closed to new participants.   
 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers Needed! 

This year’s theme is “CATHLETICS”!  Vacation Bible School 

will be held the week of July 25th July 29th.   If you would like 

to help with this year’s Vacation Bible School, please attend 

the Volunteer Meeting on Thursday, May 5th at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Parish Office.   
 

Eucharistic Adoration: All are encouraged to participate in 

Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, May 6th. Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament will begin immediately after the 8:00 a.m. 

Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. If you can commit to an 

offering an hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 

exposed in the Monstrance during Eucharistic Adoration, 

please contact the parish office at (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or 

pboggs@stnickparish.org 
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Church Support
Sunday,April 24, 2022

OFFERTORY $7,252.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $7,252.00

 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday 
at the St. Nicholas Parish  
Office Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as 
we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
any needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  
 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, May 2 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Roger Eppley, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel 
 

TUESDAY, May 3 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Jane Pfeifer, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, May 4 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Barbara Miller, Church 

7:00 p.m., R.C.I.A., parish office 

 

THURSDAY, May 5 

NO MASS 

 

FRIDAY, May 6 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Larry Burkhart, Church 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

SATURDAY, May 7 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Ann Baker, Church 

 

SUNDAY, May 8, Mother’s Day 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m.- 10:30 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Virginia Morozowsky, Church 

 

Readings for Week of May 2 

Monday Acts 6:8-15 Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday  Cor 15: 1-8 Jn 14:6-14 

Wednesday Acts 8:1b-8 Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday Acts 8:26-40 Jn 6:44-51 

Friday Acts 9:1-20 Jn 6:52-59 

Saturday Acts 9:31-42 Jn 6:60-69 

Sunday Acts 13:14-14, 

43-52 

Jn 10:27-30 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

May 7 & 8- 4th Sunday of Easter 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, May 7 

5:15 p.m. 

Laura DeCoy Nicole Hannahs Daniel Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Josh Wright 

Sunday, May 8 

8:15 a.m. 

Sandy Black Patti Logan Sue Hillis 

Tammy Dovenbarger, Jim Hillis 

Sunday, May 8 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Robert Rowe Jocelyn Connell 

Karen Hardman, Tim Hoffer 
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