
 4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MOTHER’S DAY 
   May 8, 2022 

Today we celebrate the Na-

tional Holiday; Mother’s Day.  

We wish all our mothers a 

blessed and joyful day.  Every 

one of us is blessed with a 

mother.  Many of our mothers have gone before us from this 

life.  Nevertheless, we all have a mother and we offer our prayer 

of thanksgiving to God for the gift of our mother.  As we ask a 

special blessing upon them today, we also ask God’s continued 

blessings upon them every day.  Happy Mother’s Day. 

 As we celebrate Mother’s Day it should be noted that we do 

so during the month of May.  It is our custom within our Cath-

olic Tradition to dedicate the Month of May to the Blessed 

Mother of Jesus: Mary.  In our reflections we see Mary as a 

model for the Church, Christian Discipleship and most espe-

cially a true model for all Christian Mothers. 

 The primary motive in all of Mary’s life is faithful love; the 

response to the Grace of God.  We can say that the one who we 

honor with the title “the Immaculate Conception,” (conceived 

without Original Sin) Mary is “full of grace” which she re-

ceived at the very beginning of her life.  Without the stain of 

Original Sin, the Blessed Mother of God has a pure heart.  In 

the purity of her sinless heart, Mary was completely free and 

open to receive the Presence of God: The Incarnation.  Without 

the stain of Original Sin, Mary was perfectly free to say “yes” 

(or “no”) to God. 

 On this thought, Mary was not the only one who was with-

out Original Sin.  It is obvious that Jesus was also free of Orig-

inal sin.  But we rarely consider that Adam and Eve were also 

free from Original Sin.  They were the ones who committed the 

Original Sin.  However, Eve was free from Original Sin, she 

also had a pure and sinless heart.  Being totally free, she was 

tempted with self-interest to disobey God.  Along with Adam, 

they were tempted and chose their will over God’s will.  Their 

choice of “no” was for self-interest.  Their act was a totally free 

act with a permanent effect.  Enter Original Sin.  This is the 

condition we inherit. 

 As a model, the Blessed Mother points the way for us, as 

Christians and the Church.  In this world, which has inherited 

Original Sin, she models for us faithfulness to God’s will re-

vealed in His Word.  Eve did not trust the Word of God spoken 

to her.  Mary trusted the Word of God spoken to her by the An-

gelic Messenger of God.  In Mary’s response she did not under-

stand how she would conceive this promised child.  This tells 

us that understanding God’s ways is not necessary, only trust in 

the Word of God is necessary.  In accepting God’s will “Let it 

be done unto me as you say” Mary conceived the Word of God 

in her womb.  This is the Church as well as the Christian Disci-

ple: faith in the Word of God and Christ is made present within. 

 Mary’s maternal love for Jesus drew her into a deeper love 

for God.  This is the love Mary had for her son that took her to 

that place of great pain; the foot of the cross.  With deep sorrow 

she received the body of her son from the cross.  She stayed 

with the disciples in the upper room in grief.  She was also pre-

sent when the Resurrected Lord appeared.  She was present 

when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles: the same 

Spirit who overshadowed her.  She lived this with faithful love 

over understanding. 

 Throughout Jesus’ life and most especially the last three 

years of his public ministry leading up to his crucifixion, Mary 

remained the paragon of Faith and Love.  It was not easy to 

witness the forces of a sinful world crashing down upon her son.  

Yet she remained loving and faithful.  The Gospels do not rec-

ord any further words of Mary after the Wedding Feast at Cana.  

It is then that she says to the servants…”do whatever he tells 

you.”  From that time on she is silent: A quiet presence.  St. 

Luke tells us more than once that Mary “kept these things in her 

heart.”  In faith-filled silence Mary pondered and waited for 

God’s will to reveal itself. 

 As a Christian people we are to take our inspiration and di-

rection from Mary.  This is not particularly easy for us since we 

live in a world tainted and broken by sin.  We tend to be cau-

tious when it comes to self-surrender to the will of God.  We 

follow a pattern that relies upon knowledge before we give our 

consent or trust.  Our preference is to know first in order to be-

lieve.  We like a sure thing.  We also like to be in control.  In 

the ways of the world, it is reasonable for us to have some in-

formation before we trust.  We are human!  Even in the very 

early days of the Church people were dependent on information 

presented by the eye-witness accounts of the Apostles.  The 

Apostles had to prove to be trustworthy witnesses: fair enough.  

But the act of faith they called for was not in them but in the 

Word of God: Jesus Christ.  The Apostles had to be people of 

faith.   They are the foundation of the Church: founded upon the 

faith of the Apostles.  Jesus said to Peter “you are rock, and 

upon you I will build my church’.  The Church is built on the 

faith of Peter and the Apostles.  We see this faith in Mary. 

 Looking to the Blessed Virgin Mary, she responded to the 

message of the Angel.  Angels do not speak for themselves; they 

are “faithful” messengers for God.  Mary received and gave her 

ascent to the Word of God spoken to her.  This is the model for 

all Christian vocations.  Our Christian vocation is a response to 

the Word of God.  A Christian Vocation is properly understood 

as the faithful response to the call of God.  The Call of God is 

properly understood and supported within a context.  The con-

text is the Christian Community: The Church. 

 Within the Church we see the world through the lens of the 

Word of God: Jesus Christ.  We are to see with the eyes of faith.  

This challenges the natural way we have grown accustomed.  

Imperfect humans interpreting the imperfect world.  Without 

the Holy Spirit and Divine Revelation, we tend to be very nar-

row in our viewpoint. 

We struggle with knowing everything before we trust.  

However, within the Church we are to take a very different 

view.  In this matter we take the words of St. Thomas Aquinas 

to heart about faith… “Faith seeks reason”.  We believe first in 

order to know and understand. 

 The Blessed Mother received God’s message from an Angel 

that she was “full of grace” and called by God for a special mis-

sion.  Mary’s humble response is the response of the Christian.  

Mary’s “yes” to God was an act of faith.  Mary did not know 

what was in store for her after she said yes to God.  She did not 

know or understand all that was happening or was going to hap-

pen.  She trusted and persevered trusting that God would pro-

vide; even as she painfully stood at the foot of the cross on Cal-

vary.  Through it all she faithfully loved God.  Through it all 

the Blessed Mother is the model of Christian Virtue. 

We have a wonderful model for Christian discipleship 

in the Blessed Mother.  In prayer we know that as we turn to 

her, she will always lead us to her Son: Jesus Christ.  She will 

teach us to love and follow her son with faithful love since no 

one has ever loved our Lord more in this life than his own 

mother.  The Blessed Mother models true discipleship for the 
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Christian mother.  She is the model of love for their children.  

Who else could model Christian motherhood better than the 

Blessed Mother? 

Through the intercession of the Blessed Mother, may 

God bless all our mothers.  As God’s grace fills their lives may 

they, like Mary, be examples of faith, hope and love.   

     Happy Mother’s Day 

     Father Ralko 

Note Well:  As you may tell by the envelopes at the ends of the 

pews, it is time for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal in the Diocese 

of Columbus.  As you have probably observed over the years, I 

had not been one to preach on the Bishop’s Annual Appeal from 

the pulpit, let alone to preach about money.  I do recall that 

when I do an appeal to the parish about the funds we needed for 

our window project, you all responded generously.  The win-

dows look great.  But back to the BAA; this year’s appeal has 

now begun.  The work of the diocese is important and it is part 

of our responsibility to assist the bishop in this work.  One way 

is with our financial support.  I wish there were some magical 

way to inspire the parish to greater participation in this appeal.  

I do not want to pester anyone.  Personally, I look at this is one 

part of our many responsibilities.  We have a personal respon-

sibility to provide the financial support of our parish as well as 

our diocese.  I accept my responsibility for both and have made 

my pledge.  I hope that you will do the same.  The envelopes 

are available at the ends of the pews.  I ask you to please pick 

one up and make your pledge today.  I will say more on this 

next week.  Thank You. 
      

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We welcome into the Church the recently baptized: 

John alexander Clark  

son of J. Tyler and Nicole (Keylor) Clark 
 

                        

 

In honor of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, we will pray 

the Rosary in the church during the month of May before 

the weekend Masses.  Rosaries can be found in the pews and 

are free to take.   

 

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church. All women aged 16 and up are welcome to 

join us.  The next meeting is Tuesday, May 10 at 6:00 p.m. at 

the St. Nicholas Parish Office.        

 

BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS FOR APRIL 

$100- Pete Dinan, $50- Chris Zemba, $25- Erin Baumgartner, 

Jerry Wolfe, Mary Ann Nash, Tori Martin, Linda Grieves, 

Ronald Paul, Ron Koverman, Marvin Paul, Bernard Kuhn and 

John Wiles 

 

Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers, please send your schedule 

preferences to Patty no later than Monday, May 16. Thank 

you! 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
Your Mother is always with you. She’s the whisper of 

the leaves as you walk down the street, she’s the smell of 

certain foods you remember, flowers you pick, the fra-

grance of life itself, she’s the cool hand on your brow when 

you’re not feeling well, she’s your breath in the air on a cold 

winter’s day. She is the sound of the rain that lulls you to 

sleep, the colors of a rainbow, she is Christmas morning. 

Your Mother lives inside your laughter. And she’s crys-

tallized in every tear drop. She’s the place you came from, 

your first home, and she’s the map you follow with every 

step you take. She’s your first love, your first friend, even 

your first enemy, but nothing on Earth can separate you. 

Not time, not space…. not even death. 

 

Last Sunday at Mass, children from St. Nicholas celebrated 

First Holy Communion. Congratulations to all! 

Abby Elizabeth Barnes   Cameron Scott Hannahs 

Hattie Weaver Baughman  Payton Sue Hartge 

Scarlett Noelle Buchanan  Raelyn Ann McGee  

Macie McKenzie Dreier   Adeline Takiku-Molly Miller 

Colbie Len Fitz     Mason Thomas Moyer 

Landon Lee Goldsmith   Payton Elizabeth Paul 

Sloane Emerson Graves   Evelyn Rose Sigrist 

Maya Marie Gressley   Donald Joseph Snider 

Mariah E. Hammersley   Wyatt James Vaughn 

 

Surviving Divorce is a twelve-week program featuring thirty-

minute DVD sessions each week. Surviving Divorce was cre-

ated to bring hope and healing to those who have experienced 

the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. It is for the newly 

separated and divorced and those still struggling with issues 

many years later. It will help them find answers to their ques-

tions, restore hope, and begin authentic healing. Includes per-

sonal testimonies of Catholic men and women who have expe-

rienced the breakdown of their families. They courageously 

share their stories with heart, humor, and wisdom. As they wit-

ness to their pain and the healing power of Christ in their lives, 

participants will laugh, cry, and identify with their journeys 

from heartache to healing.    

The next session will be on Wednesday, May 11th at 7:00 

p.m.   Meetings are held in the parish office.   For infor-

mation about upcoming sessions and to register contact 

Patty, (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org 

SCHEDULING NOTE: This is the start of a 12-WEEK 

PROGRAM. During the FIRST THREE WEEKS registra-

tion remains open. After the first three sessions, due to the 

sensitive nature of this group and to build relationships and 

confidentiality, the doors are closed to new participants.   

 

St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 58 Granville St., New-

ark will host the Men of the East for our monthly Traveling 

Holy Hour on May 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel. 

Men of the East exists to support, strengthen, and help maxim-

ize the spiritual growth of Men of the Catholic Church. For ad-

ditional information visit us on the web 

at www.MenOfTheEast.com 

 

 

http://www.menoftheeast.com/
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Grief Support meets Tuesday, May 17th at 1:00 p.m. and 

again at 7:00 p.m. in the parish office. These are drop-in 

groups and no registration is required. This month’s topic is 

“Guilt” – Coping with the shoulda, woulda, couldas.   

 

MAY 31ST PRE-JORDAN CLASS RESCHEDULED! 

Due to the installation of Bishop Earl Fernandes on Tuesday, 

May 31st, the Pre Jordan-Class scheduled for the same date has 

been rescheduled to Tuesday, June 14th.   The class will be 

held in the Parish Office at 7:00 p.m.  Parents and sponsors of 

infants and small children who are to be baptized should pre-

register for this class by calling (740) 453-0597, ext. 14.    
 

 

Church Support
Sunday,May 1, 2022

OFFERTORY $7,920.00

EFT $6,002.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $13,922.00

 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickpar-

ish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those serv-

ing our country currently and with their loved ones 

at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and that 

the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel 
at 10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray 
the Rosary asking Our Lady’s 

 Intercession for the any needs of our nation, 
community, and parish.  
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, May 9 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Dorothy & John Walker wedding anniver-

sary, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel 
 

TUESDAY, May 10, St. John of Ávila, St. Damien de 

Veuster 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Ron Walker, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, May 11 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church 

7:00 p.m., Surviving Divorce, Parish Office 

 

THURSDAY, May 12, Sts Nereus and Achilleus 

NO MASS 
 

FRIDAY, May 13, Our Lady of Fatima 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Harold Longstreth, Church 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

SATURDAY, May 14, St. Matthias 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Robert Cherrington, anniversary, Church 

 

SUNDAY, May 15 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m.- 10:30 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Pauline Davis, Church 

 

Readings for Week of May 9 

Monday Acts 11:1-18 Jn:1-10 

Tuesday Acts 11:19-26 Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday Acts 12:24-

13:5a 

Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday Acts 13:13-25 Jn 13:16-20 

Friday Acts 13:26-33 Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday Acts 1:15-17, 

20-26 

Jn 15:9-17 

Sunday Acts 14:21-27 Jn 13:31-33a 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

May 14 & 15- 5th Sunday of Easter 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, May 14 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Bill Sullivan Sheila Wilson 

Laurie Harmon, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, May 15 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Susan Thompson Phil Kocoloski 

Dan & Cheryl Sylvester 

Sunday, May 15 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Bernie Budde Diana Dunn 

Kevin Jones, Karen Hardman 
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There is additional information 

about the Sacred Mysteries in the 

pamphlets which you will find at 

the end of each pew. 
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