
 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
   May 15, 2022 

This year’s Bishop’s 

Annual Appeal is underway.  

The theme for the 2022 appeal 

is, “Living the Joy of the 

Gospel.”  When we consider 

our financial gift to the diocese, we offer it as our gift to God 

and our neighbor.  All of our acts of charity are to be viewed as 

responses for our many gifts and blessings from God first and 

foremost.  All things belong to God in the first place and all that 

we have is indeed a gift from God.  When we make an offering 

to God, we are merely sharing what God has given us in the first 

place: His blessings.  In return God multiplies our gift 

abundantly.  Consider the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5000 

with five barley loaves and two fish.  (John 6:1- ff.)  As you 

consider your gift for this year’s appeal, please think of your 

generous gift, combined with the generosity of others, enables 

our new Bishop-elect to continue his ministry throughout the 

diocese.  Hopefully we can give our new Bishop a good start. 

 The Bishop’s Annual Appeal extends the reach of the 

Church to the 23 counties that comprise the Diocese of 

Columbus.  Your gift helps the Church in Columbus provide 

many services throughout the diocese, such as the promotion of 

vocations and seminarian formation, sacramental preparation 

programs, emergency repairs to parishes and schools, tuition 

assistance, care and assistance to those in need as well as many 

other areas of concern.  These ministries and the assistance they 

provide are extremely important to the lives of many of our 

brothers and sisters throughout the diocese.  The Bishop’s 

Appeal is also important for financially maintaining the work 

of the Chancery and Diocesan Offices. 

 As your Pastor, I believe that we will be able to do our fair 

share to help the Diocese of Columbus in this important matter.  

Envelopes for the appeal can be found in the pews.  I encourage 

everyone to take an envelope, fill it in and make a gift (pledge) 

to the Diocese.  It is important that a greater number of 

parishioners take part in this appeal.  I am well aware of the 

many demands placed upon us and our available funds.  

Nevertheless, we are to be good stewards of the many gifts God 

has given to us.  As stewards we are to be generous to those in 

need.  The need of the diocese is just as important as the need 

we have in our parish when it comes to the daily operations and 

activities.  Just as we are the parish of St. Nicholas, we are also 

the people of the Diocese of Columbus.  We have to be good 

stewards of our parish and our diocese.  I am aware that many 

of our parishioners have tight budgets, but it is precisely during 

these times we must also be people who act out of charity and 

faith.  It is during the difficult times that our faith and generosity 

come into play.  Faith and generosity do not manifest 

themselves when times are easy.  Please do whatever you can 

for the appeal. 

 This year I would consider it a particular challenge for our 

parish to increase our parish participation in the Bishop’s 

Annual Appeal.  We need to increase the number of 

families/individuals participating in this year’s appeal.  For 

those who participated last year, please do the same this year.  

For those who have not participated I ask that you make a 

gift/pledge this year.  No amount is too small, participation is 

important.  What is important this year is to increase the number 

of participating parishioners.  This is something that we can do.  

I also believe that if we increase the number of patriating 

families, we will be able to hit our parish target. 

Our parish census indicates that we have 722 families.  

Our parish secretary and staff went through a long process in 

cleaning up our census.  There were many who had moved away 

and some even moved to heaven and remained on our roles.  

Just the same, out of that we had about 157 families/individuals 

who have contributed to last year’s BAA.  The total pledges 

made totaled came in at almost $49,000.  That was pretty good 

for the number of participants, which was less than 26%.  This 

year our new target is $61,000.  With greater participation I am 

sure that we can reach this goal. 

Even though we had a relatively small percentage of 

families who participated we do appreciate those who have 

made a gift/pledge.  Not wanting to sound negative it is not too 

surprising that this is consistent with the percentage of 

registered families who actually participate in the life of the 

parish by attending Sunday Mass and contributing to the good 

of our parish.  There is a greater percentage of those who 

seriously take their responsibility to support the parish, but 

those actively supporting the parish are still less than 50% of 

registered families.  I think this is a common difficulty with all 

churches across the boards.  I wish it were different here at St. 

Nicholas.  But it is true that many do not participate in the life 

of the parish and leave a smaller percentage of the parish 

families to financially carry the ongoing work of the parish.  

Considering our offertory collection, those contributing 

individuals have done an outstanding job in the care of the 

parish.  This, however, does not negate the responsibility of 

everyone.  It is not only a matter of personal responsibility; it is 

also a matter of fairness to our fellow parishioners who are 

carrying the financial burden for maintaining our parish.  Give 

it a thought. 

That being said I would like to see our parish increase 

and maybe double the number of families/individuals 

participating in this year’s BAA.  Again, I think we can do this 

without much difficulty. 

 To give you an idea here are the facts from last year’s BAA 

report.  The largest group of contributors was at the $100 level.  

There were 51 pledges at this level.  There were 42 who pledged 

more and 64 below the $100 level.  There were two who 

submitted an envelope but were unable to make a gift.  This put 

us at almost $ 49,000 which was pretty good but short of the 

target.  Just the same, knowing this I hope it gives you some 

indication of where we were at with last year’s appeal.  This 

year our parish target is $61,000.  With greater participation I 

think we will be able make our parish target.  This will also give 

us a good indication about our ability to raise the funds needed 

to continue some of the major projects that need to take place 

here in the parish: i.e., masonry work and tuckpointing, 

sidewalks and roofing.  Give this your consideration and do 

what you are able. 

 I don’t like talking about money matters.  You know your 

finances.  I do not.  Nor do I think that I need to know.  I know 

my personal financial situation and I know my responsibilities 

and the duty I have in regard to charitable giving.  I trust that 

you do as well. 

However, I will mention this: In regard to money 

matters I would like to let you know that we have been saving 

our funds received in the “Capital Improvement Fund” 

envelopes in your monthly packet.  These funds along with 

some grants, we have the funds to take care of the rectory roof 

and some of the masonry work.  We do have a contract for the 

masonry work however we are on a waiting list for it to be 
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scheduled.  One of the issues we have to live with is companies 

having enough workers.  We live in trying times, but the work 

will get done. 

In the meantime, if you would be so kind as to give the 

“Capital Improvement Fund” envelope a little bump for the next 

couple months, this will give us a little more breathing room to 

get this all this underway.  Your generosity and care for the 

operation and maintenance of the parish is appreciated by your 

fellow parishioners.  Again, we can do this. 

     Have a great week. 

     Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
                       

 “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to 

put the demons to flight and to keep 

oneself from sin…If you desire peace 

in your hearts, in your homes, and in 

your country, assemble each evening 

to recite the Rosary. Let not even one 

day pass without saying it, no matter 

how burdened you may be with many 

cares and labors.”  ~Pope Pius XI 

In honor of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, we will pray 

the Rosary in the church during the month of May before 

the weekend Masses.  Rosaries can be found in the pews and 

are free to take.   

 

Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers, please send your schedule 

preferences to Patty no later than Monday, May 16. Thank 

you! 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT 

meets Tuesday, 

May 17TH 1:00 p.m. 

and again at 7:00 

p.m. in the parish 

office. These are 

drop-in groups and 

no registration is 

required. This 

month’s topic is 

“Guilt” – Coping 

with the shoulda, 

woulda, couldas.   

 

 
FUNERAL LUNCHES – Those interested in helping with 

funeral lunches should contact the parish office. A variety of 

volunteers are needed. Some make phone calls, some cook, 

some serve and clean up. Ideally there will be three teams of 

workers with the teams rotating as needed. Many hands make 

light work. Please call (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 or e-mail 

pboggs@stnickparish.org. 

 

 

 

 

MAY 31ST PRE-JORDAN CLASS RESCHEDULED! 

Due to the installation of Bishop Earl Fernandes on Tuesday, 

May 31st, the Pre Jordan-Class scheduled for same date has 

been rescheduled to Tuesday, June 14th. The class will be held 

in the Parish Office at 7:00 p.m. Parents and sponsors of infants 

and small children who are to be baptized should pre-register 

for this class by calling (740) 453-0597, ext. 14.    

 

Surviving Divorce What do people say about Surviving 

Divorce?  “I attended a couple of different programs over the 

past 15 years and this one is the very best that brought about the 

most healing and provided the most useful information.” 

Surviving Divorce is for the newly separated and divorced and 

those still struggling with issues many years later. It will help 

them find answers to their questions, restore hope, and begin 

authentic healing. It includes personal testimonies of Catholic 

men and women who have experienced the breakdown of their 

families.   Whether you sought the divorce, or the divorce was 

imposed upon you, you will relate to the testimonies of those 

who with heart, humor, and wisdom have experienced the 

healing power of Christ in their lives and identify with their 

journeys from heartache to healing. The next session will be 

on Wednesday May 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the parish office.     

 

CATHOLIC MEN’S LUNCHEON CLUB – 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 2022. Father Stash Dailey returns and 

presents the final of his four-part series entitled “RE-

BUILDING A CHRISTIAN CULTURE.” Please join us 

Friday, June 3 at St. Patrick Church in downtown Columbus for 

lunch followed by Fr. Dailey’s talk, “Sacred Heart of Jesus: 

Frequent encounters with Jesus in Scripture, in Adoration, in 

the Holy Mass.” If you missed any of Fr. Dailey’s first three 

talks in the series each are available along with information 

about Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club on the web 

at https://www.catholicmensministry.com/about-cmlc. The 

entire series is sponsored by Nos Lumine & Attollo 

(https://noslumine.com/), AM 820 St. Gabriel Radio 

(https://stgabrielradio.com/), Egan-Ryan Funeral Service 

(https://www.egan-ryan.com/), and Bottoms Up Diaper Drive 

(https://www.bottomsup.life/).   Holy Mass (optional) begins at 

11:45 am followed by lunch at 12:10 pm and Fr. Dailey’s talk. 

Free parking available in the Columbus State Grant Avenue 

parking lot (25-S) across the street from St. Patrick. No 

reservations are necessary. $12 covers the lunch and meeting. 

Bring a friend! This is our last luncheon before our summer 

break. Our first Friday luncheons will resume on Friday 

September 2, 2022. 

 

Walking With Purpose: Workshop Saturday May 21, 9-12 

Church of the Resurrection, New Albany: Learn more about 

how Walking with Purpose transforms the hearts of women in 

the Diocese of Columbus. This is an opportunity for women to 

learn more about bringing Walking with Purpose to their parish 

or small groups.  

Register at https://www.tfaforms.com/4974856  
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Church Support
Sunday,May 8, 2022

OFFERTORY $8,727.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $8,727.00

 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at 
the St. Nicholas Parish Office 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we 
gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s 
 Intercession for the any needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  
 

 
 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, May 16 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Howard Miller, anniversary, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel 
 

TUESDAY, May 17 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Jim Staker, Church 

1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. Grief Support, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, May 18 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Wayne Dozer, Church 

7:00 p.m., Surviving Divorce, Parish Office 

 

THURSDAY, May 19 

NO MASS 
 

FRIDAY, May 20 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Reg Grear, birthday, Church 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

SATURDAY, May 21 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Mark Dosch, Church 

 

SUNDAY, May 22 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m.- 10:30 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, Church 

 

Readings for Week of May 16 

Monday Acts 11:1-18 Jn:1-10 

Tuesday Acts 11:19-26 Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday Acts 12:24-

13:5a 

Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday Acts 13:13-25 Jn 13:16-20 

Friday Acts 13:26-33 Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday Acts 1:15-17, 

20-26 

Jn 15:9-17 

Sunday Acts 14:21-27 Jn 13:31-33a 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

May 21 & 22- 6th Sunday of Easter 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, May 21 

5:15 p.m. 

Sandy Black Nicole Hannahs Karen Robinson 

Charlotte and Dan Snider 

Sunday, May 22 

8:15 a.m. 

Laura DeCoy Peggy Hill Tammy Dovenbarger 

Sue & Jim Hillis 

Sunday, May 22 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Wendy Hart Tim Hoffer 

Gerald & Claire Tiberio 
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