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Today we celebrate the 

Solemn feast of Corpus Christi: 

The Body and Blood of Christ.  

Our focus on this day is on the 

precious gift Jesus has given to us: the gift of Himself.  This gift 

is present to us in the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 

Christ: the Eucharist.  At the end of St. Matthew’s gospel Jesus 

reminds us, as he says, “know that I am with you always with 

you until the end of time.”  Christ is with us always.  The 

presence of the Lord in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood 

has always been central in the life of the Church.  The presence 

of the Lord is praised and adored; the proper response for His 

gift of himself.  On the personal level, this veneration takes 

place at the moment when we receive Holy Communion.  This 

is the most important moment of personal veneration and 

gratitude for this encounter with Christ. 

From the very first days of the Christian Community, 

Christians gathered to share the Word of God then to celebrate 

the “Breaking of the Bread”, the Eucharist.  Living during a 

time of persecution, the early Christians had to gather in 

discrete places to worship.  They gathered at great risk of being 

discovered with the possibility of jail or execution.  Eventually 

they found it necessary to provide a special place to reserve the 

Sacred Species so that after the celebration of the Eucharist the 

Blessed Sacrament could be taken to the sick.  This also 

provided a special place of to reserve the Eucharist in a central 

place for prayerful worship outside the Eucharistic Celebration.  

The early Christians found strength quietly contemplating the 

Presence of Christ. 

 As time passed there was greater development in the 

doctrine and worship of the Eucharistic Presence.  Most of this 

development in Eucharistic Theology took place in front of the 

Eucharistic Presence.  The Eucharistic Presence draws the 

faithful to prayerful worship and contemplation.  I am reminded 

of the many monks and nuns who lived in the cloister or 

monasteries who had their cells, or even their huts, built around 

the walls of the church or chapel.  With their cells or huts built 

along the walls of the church or chapel they would make a hole 

in the wall so that they could see the altar from their cell.  They 

would spend hours kneeling, praying, and gazing through this 

porthole at the Altar of Sacrifice.  Deep within their heart they 

sensed the importance about being in the “Presence of the Lord” 

in prayer and meditation.  It only made sense to be physically 

facing the altar of sacrifice with the reserved Blessed Sacrament 

in prayerful meditation.  To this day we agree. 

 The power of the Eucharistic Presence has inspired the 

practice of the Catholic Faithful over the years to “make a visit” 

to the Blessed Sacrament in Church.  This little saying suggests 

that one would go to Church, stop in for a few minutes in 

prayerful adoration before the Eucharistic Presence of the Lord 

in the Tabernacle.  The Love of the Lord in our midst, the 

Eucharist, draws the heart of Catholic believers to come and 

spend time in His Presence.  This reaffirms in the hearts of 

believers that Christ is truly the center of our community and 

our personal lives.  Our Lord is truly present; therefore, it only 

makes sense that one would want to pray and meditate in his 

Sacramental Presence. 

 I have noted this before and I say it again because I always 

found it important to my spiritual life; in my travels I have often 

found myself stopping in churches along the way.  In major 

cities that are also the seat of a diocese, they have a Cathedral 

Church that is usually open during the day and is easy to make 

such a visit to the Blessed Sacrament.  There are also many 

Catholic Shrines and small-town churches that welcome 

visitors and encourage prayer in their churches.  There is always 

something consoling and inspiring as one stops and prays 

before the Lord while traveling or vacationing.  It gives us a 

sense of the incredible span of the Catholic Church and at the 

same time gives a sense of being at home with the Lord.  This 

is because the Catholic Church has a powerful center, Jesus 

Christ.  His presence in the Eucharist is a constant reminder that 

“I am with you always until the end of time.” 

The Lord’s presence is in our church.  However, the 

attentiveness and reverence that we show the Eucharist is not as 

it should be.  The environment of our church building does not 

lend itself to this sense of awareness and reverence.  The sad 

reality is the location of the tabernacle.  It is most difficult to 

have a sense of awareness and reverence for the Eucharistic 

Presence of the Lord when the tabernacle is located a couple 

feet from the door of the church that gets the most traffic.  It is 

all too easy to be caught up in conversations, visiting with 

friends and forget that the Blessed Sacrament is only ten feet 

away.  Also, from its present place in the north sanctuary niche, 

the tabernacle is not easily seen from various parts of the church 

which also contributes to the difficulty for awareness and 

reverence in general.  We are all guilty of not keeping the proper 

posture and prayerful etiquette that has long been a 

characteristic of Catholic Churches.  It seems that we keep 

greater silence in libraries and bookstores then in our churches.  

Nevertheless, I know it is difficult to keep the noise and 

distractions to a minimum but we do need to try to observe a 

sense of reverence for the Eucharistic Presence as well as for 

those who are trying to be in prayerful reflection.  Even when it 

is difficult to do this after our masses, I strongly encourage a 

prayerful silence before mass.  This time is essential for 

personal preparation for the Eucharistic Celebration. 

Some may say that we should be free to speak to one 

another while in Church.  There is something true about this.  

People should be kind and greet one another.  After all we are a 

community of faith.  But we should also be aware that when we 

are in Church, we are in a place that is like no ordinary place.  

The Church building is our sacred space.  It is not a clubroom.  

As such our Catholic Church buildings are primarily a place of 

prayer and worship.  It is a place of encounter with God and all 

things holy.  The Church building is a place of prayer: 

communal prayer as well as private prayer.  Mindfulness of this 

is important when we come to Church. 

We spend a great deal of time in secular spaces and we 

tend to act in a manner that is appropriate to the various 

environments; e.g., ballparks, restaurants, stores…   These 

places have an influence on what is appropriate public 

behaviors.  In the world we tend to be about the business of the 

world.  This makes perfect sense since this is where we tend to 

spend the most time during the day.  It should also make sense 

that when we are in a properly designated sacred space there is 

an appropriate behavior that is attentive to the business of the 

sacred.  Realistically we spend less time in our sacred space.  It 

is therefore a struggle not to allow the secular world to dictate 

our way of acting in our Sacred Space: our Church.  It takes a 

little more effort for us to be focused on this precious time for 

prayer in the presence of the Lord. 

In the Gospel of St. John, we hear Jesus praying for his 

disciples.  He asks God’s blessing for them since they are in the 
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world and not of the world.  The Christian is one who embodies 

the presence of Christ in the world.  The Christian cannot be of 

the world: worldly.  It is particularly important for us to be 

aware that when we enter the church, we leave the world and 

worldly influences outside.  We gather to be strengthened in our 

faith so that the world does not overcome our lives but that we 

bring Christ into the world.  Thus, in essence we need to be 

attentive to the sacred in prayer and as we are nourished in 

Word and in Sacrament.  We cannot be faithful to Christ 

without His Word and Sacrament. 

In our prayer and reflection, we find that our faith life 

will become stronger.  This is particularly important as we live 

in this world.  Our faith life needs nourishment.  We find this in 

prayer, reflection on the Word of God and openness to the grace 

given to us in the Sacraments. 

    Have a great week. 

    Father Ralko 

Note Well: I plan on being away starting Monday afternoon, 

June 20.  I have a family wedding next weekend.  I was able to 

secure three priests to cover next weekend’s masses.  If all goes 

well, I hope to be able to be gone until Thursday evening, June 

30th.  I plan to be back in time for morning mass on Friday, July 

1.  Concerning weekday morning mass: I am cancelling the 

morning masses from Tuesday June 21, until Thursday June 30 

inclusive.  For those who want to attend a morning mass, I direct 

you to St. Thomas Aquinas.  You will have to check out their 

bulletin for times and places.  Sorry for this little inconvenience. 

 

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
                

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL- CATHLETICS 

Training to Be Champions For Christ. Registration is now 

open! Forms can be found near the entrances of the Church, on 

the parish website and in the parish office. Please register by 

July 15th. Questions?  Please call the parish office at (740) 453-

0597 ext. 14 or e-mail: pboggs@stnickparish.org. 

 

JUNIOR BISHOPS SOCCER CAMP: 

When: July 18,19, 20, 2022 Where: Bishop 

Rosecrans High School Cost: $35.00 Ages: K-

8th Grade Time: 5:30-7:00 p.m. Camp Shirts 

for Campers signed up by the 4th of July. 

Contact Hugh Maxwell by email at 

rhssoccer2010@hotmail.com or by text at 

740-319-4764 

 

 

 
GRIEF SUPPORT MEETS TUESDAY, JUNE 21st AT 1:00 

P.M. AND AGAIN AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE PARISH OFFICE. 

These are drop-in groups, and no registration is required. This 

month participants are encouraged to bring a photo of their 

loved one(s).    

 

 

 

 
Seasonal cards are sent throughout the year to all Catholics 

living in area nursing homes and to homebound parishioners. 

Birthday cards are sent to all senior parishioners. This year we 

need cards for birthdays, Easter (with a religious message), 

summer and fall, Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day. 

Volunteers will add appropriate greetings to blank cards. A 

basket has been placed in the church vestibule for your 

donations. Monetary donations may be placed in an envelope 

identified for Lenten Greeting Card Project and placed in the 

collection basket. Thank you for helping to keep those who 

cannot join us at Mass feel connected to our parish community. 

If a member of your family is homebound and you have not 

notified the parish office, please do so as soon as possible. 

 

The Catholic Schools of Zanesville 
Bishop Fenwick and Bishop Rosecrans Teachers needed: 

High School Part-time Math Teacher, High School Full-time 

Intervention Specialist, Middle School Math Teacher, Middle 

School Religion Teacher, Middle School Science Teacher, 

Technology Teacher (full-time) and K-4 Reading Teacher (full-

time). Requirements for all teaching positions: Hold an 

appropriate Ohio teaching license (Professional, Permanent, or 

Resident Educator) or be eligible to obtain one before beginning 

to teach. Current satisfactory BCI & FBI background checks. 

Have attended or be willing to attend a VIRTUS Protecting 

God’s Children training Excellent verbal and written 

communication skills Candidate must complete an online 

teaching application with the Diocese of Columbus. Interested 

parties should send their letter of interest and résumé to 

Executive Director of the Catholic Schools of Zanesville, Kelly 

Sagan, at ksagan@ cdeducation.org 

 

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS: The Knights of 

Columbus invites fathers to build their 

lives on solid ground – to become the 

spouse, father and man God created 

them to be, fulfilled and fully alive. 

Inspired by Blessed Michael 

McGivney, St. Joseph, and our four 

principles – Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism – our 

international community of Catholic men is composed of more 

than 2 million members who wish to grow in faith, support each 

other and lead our families through concrete action at home and 

wherever there’s a need. Learn more at kofc.org and find out 

how you can make a difference and enjoy the benefits of 

becoming a Knight. God calls you to lead with faith in all you 

do. The Knights of Columbus is here to help. We offer the 

Catholic faith formation, financial protection, and family 

resources that can help you grow as a father, husband, and 

leader. With the Knights, you can become the man you want to 

be – and your family needs. Learn more at kofc.org and find out 

how you can make a difference and enjoy the benefits. Call 

Larry Suter at 330-280-2626 or email at Larry.Suter@kofc.org. 
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Church Support
Sunday, June 12, 2022

OFFERTORY $6,956.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $6,956.00

 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at 
the St. Nicholas Parish Office 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we 
gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s 
 Intercession for the any needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  
 

 
PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 

The Parish Office began its summer hours 

June 3, closing at noon on Fridays. 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, June 20 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Jean James, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, June 21, St. Alloysius Gonzaga 

9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Thomas  

1:00 p.m., Grief Support, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., Grief Support, Parish office 

 

WEDNESDAY June 22, St. Paulinus of Nola  

12:00 p.m., Mass at St. Thomas 

 

THURSDAY, June 23, THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE 

BAPTIST 

9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Thomas 
 

FRIDAY, June 24, The Most Sacred heart of Jesus 

No Mass today 

 

13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, June 25 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Edmund Saad, Church 

 

SUNDAY, June 26 

8:15 a.m., Mass: Joy Larson, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

 

Readings for Week of June 20 

Monday 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 

18 

Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 

31-35a, 36 

Ps 48:2-4, 10-11 

Wednesday 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3 Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday Is 49:1-6 Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Friday Ez 34:11-16 Lk 15:3-7 

Saturday Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19 Lk 2:41-51 

Sunday Gn 14:18-20 Lk 9:11b-17 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

June 25-26 – 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, June 25 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Tom Pitcock Karen Robinson 

Sheila Wilson, Joshua Wright 

Sunday, June 26 

8:15 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Sue Hillis Jim Hillis 

Peggy Hill, Phil Kocoloski 

Sunday, June 26 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Patti Logan Tim Hoffer 

Kevin Jones, Karen Hardman 
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