
 13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   June 26, 2022 

This weekend I am with my 

family for a wedding.  It has been 

a very long time since I have been 

able to get away over a weekend. 

The last time was pre-pandemic. I am thankful for this 

opportunity. We have three visiting priests covering this 

weekend’s masses. Fr. Thomas Kessler has the Saturday 

evening mass. Fr. Mark Ghiloni is covering the 8:15 mass, and 

Fr. Stephen Carmody, O.P. has the 10:45 mass. I am very 

grateful for their help. 

 Now that we are past all the post-Easter Solemnities, we are 

now back into the Sunday celebrations of the Ordinary Time of 

the year; today being the 13th Sunday. We have returned to the 

Gospel of St. Luke as the primary source for our Sunday 

readings from now until the Advent Season. From this point the 

gospel brings us to a critical point as St. Luke tells us that Jesus 

has “turned his face toward Jerusalem”. Up to this point 

everything Jesus said or did took place in the northern region of 

Galilee. Now everything that will take place happens as Jesus 

is on his way to Jerusalem. In scriptural terms this part is called 

the “Journey Narrative”.  When Jesus decided to go to 

Jerusalem, he knew what was in store for him.  Just the same he 

started his journey with courage and determination.  He warned 

those who were following him that it will require courage and 

sacrifice.  “If you wish to by my disciple, you must take up your 

cross every day and follow me”.  This was true for the disciples; 

it is also true for all of us who follow the Lord: it will require 

courage and sacrifice.  In a few weeks we will hear these very 

words about taking up our cross each day and following the 

Lord as a stark reminder.  There is a serious tone about his 

journey to Jerusalem and there is no time for second guessing 

at this point. 

 So, as we return to the Ordinary time of the year for our 

gospel readings for Sunday, we continue to forge ahead and 

accept the challenge that Jesus places before us.  We always 

keep in mind that when the Lord calls us to follow him, he will 

always provide the necessary grace to bring that call to its 

completion. 

In our first reading for today we hear of the prophets 

Elijah and Elisha.  They were great prophets during a very 

difficult time in the history of Israel.  A major struggle was with 

the King: the wicked Ahab and his wife Jezebel.  Called to be 

prophets during this very difficult time, their response had to be 

an act of total faith in God.  Their response to the call of God 

had to be whole-hearted.  We have been reading over the past 

couple weeks for daily mass from 1 Kings relating the stories 

of these two prophets.  At the end of Elijah’s life, the story tells 

of Elisha’s succeeding him.  Before Elijah was taken up to 

heaven with the fiery chariot and horses, he asked what Elisha 

would ask of him.  Then at the moment he was taken up, he left 

his mantel.  Elisha’s request of Elijah was to have a: “double 

portions or your spirit.”  Elijah told him that he was asking for 

something very difficult.  Elisha’s request was a choice to 

embrace his role as prophet to the people.  The act of faith in 

God is a choice.  Answering the call of God takes trust: in God’s 

call, God’s faithfulness and God’s plan.  As Elijah was taken up 

leaving his mantel, Elisha picked it up, tore his garments and 

put on the manel.  In this gesture Elijah let go of his “past” and 

put on his new role as prophet.  Again, this is a choice to accept 

his vocation as God’s prophet to the Israelites. 

The stories of the prophets highlight the trust they had 

in God and the courage they had in the face of opposition.  In 

living their vocation as prophet was not easy.  In fact, it was 

very difficult and personally painful.  All the prophets of the 

Old Testament made great personal sacrifices as they spoke the 

Word of God to the Israelites.  They believed the Word of God 

they were to speak to the people.  They believed in the love that 

God had for His Chosen People and His desire for them to live 

in his goodness.  This was about God’s covenant with His 

Chosen People.  As hard as it was at times, they struggled with 

their own commitment to God just as the people struggled.  

They lived the struggles of their people.  The prophets also had 

to daily renew in the trust that God would provide all they 

needed to fulfill their prophetic mission to the People of God.  

They suffered for the people.  At times they suffered at the 

hands of the people they called to faithfulness to God.  In 

faithfully fulfilling their role as a prophet of God they knew the 

power of the Word of God but also the sacrifice it took to live 

being faithful to God. 

 Our Gospel for today tells us that Jesus was determined to 

journey to Jerusalem.  His time for fulfilling his mission was 

upon him.  Right out of the gate, the first village through which 

he was to pass would not welcome him.  Jesus faced opposition.  

His disciple, notably James and John, wanted to call down fire 

from heaven upon them.  This was not what Jesus’ mission is 

all about.  He did not come to condemn but to save.  He came 

to save even those who resist him, reject him and even those 

who put his to his torturous death. 

 As he traveled along, Jesus called some to follow him as 

well as others who volunteered to follow him.  In today’s 

Gospel we hear their excuses not to answer the call at this time 

or conditions for their discipleship.  Jesus did not accept half-

hearted responses or conditions for answering his call.  

Discipleship cannot be half-hearted or conditional. 

As baptized Christians we are all called to be prophets.  

During the Baptism ceremony, following the pouring of the 

baptismal water there is an anointing with Holy Chrism on the 

crown of the head.  In this anointing Christians are anointed 

“priest, prophet and king”.  In this anointing we are united to 

Christ, in the Holy Spirit, who is “priest, prophet and king.”  

This anointing empowers the baptized to live the Christian life 

in Christ.  We share in the priesthood of Christ.  In Christ we 

offer our prayers and sacrifices.  Like Christ we do this for the 

love of God and neighbor as we pray and make sacrifices for 

the salvation of all.  We offer up our prayers and sacrifices out 

of charity for the good of others.  All acts of love imply a 

sacrifice.  In our prayers, both private and communal, we 

support one another and seek the good of all. 

We are baptized into the community of the Church, the 

Kingdom of God in this world.  Christ is our King and we are 

his royal subjects.  We have a new dignity in Christ: Christians.  

We are to live our Christian dignity while respecting the dignity 

of others.  In our kingly role we are called to leadership.  Jesus 

Christ our king was a servant king.  Our leadership is lived as a 

service to God, His Kingdom and His people. 

We are also anointed prophet: we have a role to give 

witness to the Word of God in what we say and do.  As baptized 

Christians we live our live in our unique situations of our lives.  

More to the point, we live our prophetic role as we respond to 

our calling in life.  An example would be the vocation of 

marriage.  In this vocation, Marriage gives witness to the 

faithful love of Christ.  This faithful self-sacrificing love is life-
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giving and is offered to spouse and children.  This selfless-love 

gives witness to the world of the faithful selfless-love of Christ 

which leads to salvation.  This love cannot be half-hearted or 

conditional.  This prophetic role is also lived out in Holy Orders 

and Vowed Religious life. 

 As Jesus commits himself to his journey to Jerusalem and 

the fulfillment of his mission for our salvation, his teachings 

will take on greater urgency.  Let us thoughtfully be attentive in 

listening to him, reflecting in prayer allowing his grace to 

strengthen our faith in him. 

     Have a good week. 

     Father Ralko 

Note Well: There will not be a morning mass Monday through 

Thursday.  I plan on being back Thursday evening in time for 

Mass on Friday Morning July 1.  
 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 

                

We welcome into the Church the recently baptized: 

Joseph Michael Riashi, Jr.   

son of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph (Antry) Riashi, Sr. 

and 

Bianca Paige Mugnano daughter of  

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher (Largent) Mugnano 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL- CATHLETICS 

Training to Be Champions For Christ. Registration is now 

open! Forms can be found near the entrances of the Church, on 

the parish website and in the parish office. Please register by 

July 15th. Questions?  Please call the parish office at (740) 453-

0597 ext. 14 or e-mail: pboggs@stnickparish.org. 

 

VBS TEAM MEETING – All VBS Team Members are 

strongly encouraged to attend the Thursday, June 30th 

meeting in the Parish Office at 6:30 p.m.   

 

 
Seasonal cards are sent throughout the year to all Catholics 

living in area nursing homes and to homebound parishioners. 

Birthday cards are sent to all senior parishioners. This year we 

need cards for birthdays, Easter (with a religious message), 

summer and fall, Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day. 

Volunteers will add appropriate greetings to blank cards. A 

basket has been placed in the church vestibule for your 

donations. Monetary donations may be placed in an envelope 

identified for Lenten Greeting Card Project and placed in the 

collection basket. Thank you for helping to keep those who 

cannot join us at Mass feel connected to our parish community. 

If a member of your family is homebound and you have not 

notified the parish office, please do so as soon as possible. 
 

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church through unity, friendship and charity.  All 

women aged 16 and up are welcome to join us.  The next 

meeting is Tuesday, July 12 at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas 

Parish Office.   

 

THE PARISH 

OFFICE WILL BE 

CLOSED 

MONDAY, JULY 

4. HAVE A SAFE 

AND HAPPY 

HOLIDAY! 

 
 
Protecting God's Children for Adults will be offered at St. 

Nicholas on Monday, July 11 at 6:00 p.m. This class is 

estimated to last 3 hours and is required for all adults wishing 

to volunteer in the church or school in any capacity. Register at 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg 

 

JUNIOR BISHOPS SOCCER CAMP: 

When: July 18,19, 20, 2022 Where: Bishop 

Rosecrans High School Cost: $35.00 Ages: K-

8th Grade Time: 5:30-7:00 p.m. Camp Shirts 

for Campers signed up by the 4th of July. 

Contact Hugh Maxwell by email at 

rhssoccer2010@hotmail.com or by text at 

740-319-4764 

 

The Catholic Schools of Zanesville 
Bishop Fenwick and Bishop Rosecrans Teachers needed: 

High School Part-time Math Teacher, High School Full-time 

Intervention Specialist, Middle School Math Teacher, Middle 

School Religion Teacher, Middle School Science Teacher, 

Technology Teacher (full-time) and K-4 Reading Teacher (full-

time). Requirements for all teaching positions: Hold an 

appropriate Ohio teaching license (Professional, Permanent, or 

Resident Educator) or be eligible to obtain one before beginning 

to teach. Current satisfactory BCI & FBI background checks. 

Have attended or be willing to attend a VIRTUS Protecting 

God’s Children training Excellent verbal and written 

communication skills Candidate must complete an online 

teaching application with the Diocese of Columbus. Interested 

parties should send their letter of interest and résumé to 

Executive Director of the Catholic Schools of Zanesville, Kelly 

Sagan, at ksagan@ cdeducation.org 

 

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 

The Knights of Columbus invites fathers 

to build their lives on solid ground – to 

become the spouse, father and man God 

created them to be, fulfilled and fully 

alive. Inspired by Blessed Michael 

McGivney, St. Joseph, and our four 

principles – Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism – our 

international community of Catholic men is composed of more 

than 2 million members who wish to grow in faith, support each 

other and lead our families through concrete action at home and 

wherever there’s a need. Learn more at kofc.org and find out 

how you can make a difference and enjoy the benefits of 

becoming a Knight. Learn more at kofc.org and find out how 

you can make a difference and enjoy the benefits. Call Larry 

Suter at 330-280-2626 or email at Larry.Suter@kofc.org. 

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
mailto:rhssoccer2010@hotmail.com
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Church Support
Sunday, June 19, 2022

OFFERTORY $6,527.00

EFT $4,787.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $11,314.00

 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at 
the St. Nicholas Parish Office 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we 
gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s 

 Intercession for the any needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  
 

 
PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 

The Parish Office closes at noon  

on Fridays until August 26. 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, June 27, St. Cyril of Alexandria 
No Mass today 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, June 28, St. Irenaeus  
No Mass today 
 

WEDNESDAY June 29, Ss. Peter and Paul 
No Mass today 
 

THURSDAY, June 30, The First Martyrs of The 

Holy Roman Church 
No Mass today 

6:30 p.m., VBS meeting, Parish office 

 

FRIDAY, July 1, St. Junipero Serra 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Don Greulich, Church  
 

14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, July 2 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Thomas Trott, Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 3 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Harold Roessler, Church 
 

Readings for Week of June 27 

Monday Am 2:6-10, 13-16 Mt 8:18-22 

Tuesday Am 3:1-8, 4:11-12 Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday Acts 12:1-11 Mt 16:13-19 

Thursday Am 7:10-17 Mt 9:1-8 

Friday Am 8:4-6, 9-12 Mt 9:9-13 

Saturday Am 9:11-15 Mt 9:14-17 

Sunday Is 66:10-14c Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 
 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

July 2-3 – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, July 2 

5:15 p.m. 

Jackie Connell Keena Hansel Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Margaret 

Kronenbitter 

Sunday, July 3 

8:15 a.m. 

Sandy Black Patti Logan Dan Sylvester 

Cheryl Sylvester, Susan Pratt 

Sunday, July 3 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Othello 

Repuyan 

Claire Tiberio 

Gerald Tiberio, Karen Hardman 

       


