
 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   July 10, 2022 

During the summer months we are blessed 

with opportunities that are not readily 

available to us during the academic year.  In 

fact, isn’t it interesting that our year seems to revolve around 

the school year: vacation season falls after the Labor Day 

through Memorial Day cycle, with a break at Christmas.  

Digging deeper this also follows an agricultural schedule.  Farm 

work tends to take place during the favorable months of spring, 

summer and early fall.  Farm families would want their children 

home to work on the farm during this time.  Thus, the more 

favorable time for school was late fall, winter and early spring: 

Labor Day through Memorial Day.  With the 

industrialized/technological transformation of society, summer 

became more a time for vacations from the industrialized 

workplace.  So, in a round-about way we have the summer 

months that evolved from work to escape from work to leisure, 

giving us an opportunity for various recreational activities.  

Most families now take this opportunity for reunions, travel or 

in a word vacation. 

 I know that our students have various activities planned for 

their summer months.  Some are going to all kinds of camp.  A 

number of our students are off to various sports camps.  Some 

have gone off to summer camps to engage in various outdoor 

activities.  Depending on the camp they refine their skills as 

outdoorsmen, or athletic skills in basketball, soccer or football.  

Some fine tune their artistic talents: band and the theater camps.  

These are all worthy pursuits to enjoy.   

Then there are those older students who take this time 

to find jobs to build personal finances and to possibly help with 

spending money costs during the school year. 

 The one thing about all of this is that there is time for these 

things that was not always available during the school year.  We 

approach this time in a variety of way.  We enjoy this time-off 

for ourselves.  We can pause to consider this and all time as a 

gift from God.  Time is a gift. 

 During the summer months I try to do some extra reading 

that I don’t have time for during the school year.  There is a 

difference between reading for work and reading for personal 

enjoyment and renewal.  Sometimes there is a blurring of the 

line between the two.  Part of that blurred line was a reflection 

I came from a Rabbi.  Rabbi Herschel had a curious reflection 

on the gift of time that I found interesting and refreshing.  His 

eventual purpose was to speak about Sabbath Time: Sacred 

Time marked off by God and given as a special gift for his 

people. 

 In the Ten Commandments there is the commandment about 

keeping holy the Sabbath: The Lord’s Day.  Of all the world 

religions in existence there is only one, the Judeo-Christian 

religion, which has a commandment about a Sacred Day during 

the week.  No other religion has such a law.  This is something 

that should grab our attention and take some time to 

contemplate.  Like all commandments this particular law has a 

purpose: an especially important purpose. 

 The Rabbi’s reflection highlighted an observation made by 

the ancient Romans.  As the Roman Empire was expanding 

throughout the Middle East, they observed the Jews and 

considered them to be a lazy people.  On the Seventh Day of the 

week, they stopped all work.  Work was not permitted by them, 

their servants, their animals etc.  Everything stood idle for one 

day.  The Romans could not understand this.  For one-seventh 

of their week they did nothing: from Friday evening until 

Saturday evening.  For the Romans this amounted to a lot of 

wasted time with which they could be doing something 

“productive”. 

 If we recall, the Romans were efficient and productive.  

They built roads that are still used today.  Their buildings and 

aqueducts are standing and functional to this day.  Beyond a 

doubt they were great builders.  They were able to take the raw 

materials of the earth and reshape them for a distinct purpose: 

building a functional environment.  Literally they mastered 

their environment.  Since they were so inclined to be people 

who were busy with the activity of building, they had little 

understanding or appreciation of a people who spent one day a 

week doing nothing.  It was beyond their comprehension that 

these Jews appeared to be doing nothing.  For the Romans this 

was a waste of time. 

 In the same fashion we tend to be of the same mindset of the 

Romans.  There is no doubt that we live in a time where we 

have surpassed the Romans in productivity and mastering our 

world.  Not only are our buildings taller, but they also have 

plumbing, lighting, heating and cooling.  Not only do we have 

roads, but we have mass transit with all kinds of vehicles.  We 

have even mastered the airways.  We have surpassed the 

Romans in productivity and have indeed mastered our 

environment.  We also surpass them in measuring our time in 

terms of cost and productivity. 

 However, even like the Romans we can easily be so focused 

on doing that we tend to be judgmental when we observe people 

who do nothing.  We understand and appreciate the need for 

rest, and we all enjoy a break.  But here is the point.  The 

Romans misjudged Sabbath Rest.  We often do the same.  

Sabbath Rest is not primarily about physical rest.  Since it is a 

commandment there must be a sacred purpose for this Sabbath 

Rest.  Sabbath Rest is a gift of Time, a time for God’s People 

with a Divine purpose.  It is a Rest in which Divine activity is 

taking place:  God is doing something important here. 

 The Romans built an empire.  They used their time, as it 

were, to recreate and master their place in the world.  They used 

their time for themselves and their empire. 

From a different direction, the Jews, in their 

observance of God’s Law, allowed God to work through them 

in creating a different kind of empire: God’s kingdom in this 

world.  In this Sabbath Rest, God builds up His people.  God, 

in a sense, is the master builder of His Chosen People and their 

place in the world.  God builds His Kingdom in the midst of this 

secular world.  God expands His Kingdom, so that the secular 

time of the week is transformed for God’s purposes.  God’s 

kingdom, much like the expansion of the Roman Empire, is an 

expansion and transformation of the time of the rest of the week.  

Sabbath time transforms the time of the week for God’s 

purpose.  Without Sabbath Rest, the secular world will 

dominate the whole week for secular purposes.  There will be 

no time for Sabbath Rest and God’s work.  When we choose to 

engage in Sabbath Rest a transformation takes place in the lives 

of God’s People, who in turn become a transforming light to the 

nations and the Glory of God. 

We use time in this world to recreate and transform our 

world to our purposes.  God has given a Sacred Time, the 

Sabbath, as an invitation to enter God’s Time that transforms 

our lives to God’s purpose.  This type of activity does not make 

sense to a worldly agenda; an agenda that confused the ancient 

Romans and is an obstacle for a secular world. 
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We often speak in words of giving someone our time.  

We can say this is a sharing in time with another.  It is a time 

for relationships that transforms the lives of both. 

Since God, in a commandment, has given us an 

extremely specific time to observe and keep holy during the 

week, we need to accept this invitation to share in His time.  

This must be a willing acceptance of God’s invitation to spend 

time with Him.  God wants us to share in this Sacred Time for 

our greater good.  It is in our sharing in this time God 

continually transforms our lives.  This is time in which God is 

working on us.  We may not always be aware of this, but we 

trust that since God commands this, it must be for our greater 

good. 

God gave a command to his people…” Be holy for I 

the Lord your God am holy.”  God gives the means for this to 

happen.  The Ten Commandments are God’s gift to us for our 

good.  God always desires our greater good.  By sharing in 

Sabbath Rest we share in God’s Time and God in turn works on 

us by transforming our lives to his purpose, to be holy as God 

is holy. 

    Have a Blessed Week 

    Father Ralko  

 

This week we pray Week III of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
             

DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER FOR VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL - CATHLETICS Training to Be 

Champions For Christ Monday, July 25th through Friday, 

July 29th.  6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. each night. Registration 

forms can be found near the entrances of the Church, on the 

parish website and in the parish office. Questions? Please call 

the parish office at (740) 453-0597 ext.14 or e-mail: 

pboggs@stnickparish.org. 

 

Men of the East - Traveling Holy Hour 
St. Edwards Catholic Church 785 Newark Granville Rd, 

Granville, OH 43023 will host the Men Of The East for a 

traveling Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, 

July 14th starting at 7:00 p.m. in the Church.      

 For more information about Men Of The East visit 

www.MenOfTheEast.com 
 

The Daughters of Isabella 

seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the 

teachings and rules of the Catholic 

Church through unity, friendship 

and charity.  All women aged 16 

and up are welcome to join us.  The next meeting is Tuesday, 

July 12 at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office.   

 

JUNE BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS:  

John Wiles – $25.00 Marvin Paul – $25.00 Ron 

Davis – $25.00 Linda Grieves – $25.00 Derek 

Kunkler – $25.00 Kelly Sagan – $25.00 Brian Durant 

– $50.00 Steve Dickerson – $100.00 

 

 

 

JUNIOR BISHOPS SOCCER CAMP: When: July 18, 19, 

20, 2022 Where: Bishop Rosecrans High School Cost: $35.00 

Ages: K-8th Grade Time: 5:30-7:00 p.m. Camp Shirts for 

Campers signed up by the 4th of July. Contact Hugh Maxwell 

by email at rhssoccer2010@hotmail.com or by text at 740-319-

4764 
 

JULY 26TH PRE-JORDAN CLASS RESCHEDULED! 

Due to Vacation Bible School on Tuesday, July 26th, the Pre 

Jordan-Class scheduled for same date has been rescheduled to 

Wednesday, August 3rd. The class will be held in the Parish 

Office at 7:00 p.m. Parents and sponsors of infants and small 

children who are to be baptized should pre-register for this 

class by calling (740) 453-0597, ext. 14.    
 

 

The Catholic Schools of Zanesville 
Bishop Fenwick and Bishop Rosecrans Teachers needed: 

High School Part-time Math Teacher, High School Full-time 

Intervention Specialist, Middle School Math Teacher, Middle 

School Religion Teacher, Middle School Science Teacher, 

Technology Teacher (full-time) and K-4 Reading Teacher (full-

time). Requirements for all teaching positions: Hold an 

appropriate Ohio teaching license (Professional, Permanent, or 

Resident Educator) or be eligible to obtain one before beginning 

to teach. Current satisfactory BCI & FBI background checks. 

Have attended or be willing to attend a VIRTUS Protecting 

God’s Children training Excellent verbal and written 

communication skills Candidate must complete an online 

teaching application with the Diocese of Columbus. Interested 

parties should send their letter of interest and résumé to 

Executive Director of the Catholic Schools of Zanesville, Kelly 

Sagan, at ksagan@ cdeducation.org 
 

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The Knights of 

Columbus invites fathers to build their lives on solid ground – 

to become the spouse, father and man God created them to be, 

fulfilled and fully alive. Inspired by Blessed Michael 

McGivney, St. Joseph, and our four principles – Charity, Unity, 

Fraternity and Patriotism – our international community of 

Catholic men is composed of more than 2 million members who 

wish to grow in faith, support each other and lead our families 

through concrete action at home and wherever there’s a need. 

Learn more at kofc.org and find out how you can make a 

difference and enjoy the benefits of becoming a Knight. God 

calls you to lead with faith in all you do. The Knights of 

Columbus is here to help. Call Larry Suter at 330-280-2626 or 

email at Larry.Suter@kofc.org. 
 

"Grief is not a disorder, a disease 

or a sign of weakness. It is an 

emotional, physical and spiritual 

necessity, the price you pay for 

love. The only cure for grief is to 

grieve."  ~Earl Grollman. Grief Support meets Tuesday, July 

19th at 1 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. in the parish office. These are 

drop-in groups, and no registration is required.  
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Church Support
Sunday, July 3, 2022

OFFERTORY $9,673.00

EFT $6,002.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $15,675.00

 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at 
the St. Nicholas Parish Office 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we 
gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s 

 Intercession for the any needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  
 

 
 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, July 11, St. Benedict Abbot 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Joseph P. Kosco, Church  

10:00 a.m., Rosary: Parish Office 
 

TUESDAY, July 12  
8:00 a.m., Mass: Knight of Columbus Council 505, 

Church  

6:00 p.m., Daughters of Isabella: Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, July 13, St. Henry 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church  
 

THURSDAY, July 14, St. Kateri Takakwitha 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, July 15, St. Bonaventure 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Mr. & Mrs. Harry Smith, Church  
 

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, July 16, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: L/D members of The Herb & Rose 

Cooper Family, Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 17 
8:15 a.m., Mass: Joy Larson, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

Readings for Week of July 11 

Monday Is 1:10-17 Mt 10:34-11:1 

Tuesday Is 7:1-9 Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday Is 10:5-7, 13b-16 Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 Mt 11:28-30 

Friday Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday Mi 2:1-5 Mt 12:14-21 

Sunday Gn 18:1-10a Lk 10:38-42 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

July 16-17, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, July 16 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Nichole Hannahs Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Joshua Wright 

Sunday, July 17 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Sue Hillis Phil Kocoloski 

Dan & Cheryl Sylvester 

Sunday, July 17 

10:45 a.m. 

Janet Moses Wendy Hart Gerald Tiberio 

Claire Tiberio, Karen Hardman 

       


