
 19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   August 7, 2022 

 I do not know where the time 

has gone.  June and July are in 

the books and the school year is 

on the near horizon.  Our local 

high schools are in full swing 

with preparing for their Fall Sports programs.  Student athletes 

are gathering for practice at their respective schools.  Time is 

quickly passing and the new school year will be quickly upon 

us. 

 As we get ready for the new academic year at the Catholic 

Schools of Zanesville, we are dealing with hearts that are heavy 

with loss and sadness.  As you may know by now, we lost Ms. 

Karen McElhaney last week.  She was a beloved and respected 

teacher at Bishop Fenwick.  I first met Karen when I was 

assigned to St. Nicholas thirty-eight years ago as an associate 

pastor and teacher at Bishop Rosecrans.  Ironically, Karen was 

the first teacher I ran into at the school when I was assigned to 

St. Nicholas as pastor.  With the 2022 – 23 school year, Karen 

was starting her thirty-nineth year as a teacher. 

Karen was a strong person.  I think about that time in 

August of 1985 when she was in a near fatal car accident in the 

Akron/Canton area.  She was in Akron General Hospital in the 

Intensive Care Unit.  I visited her at that time and was gravely 

concerned that she might not survive this.  She did and was able 

to return to the classroom later that school year. 

Karen survived two episodes of cancer and other 

medical issues of which she did not like to talk about.  She 

persevered in the face of these life/death challenges and became 

a stronger person for it.  This is particularly true of her Catholic 

Faith.  Karen was baptized and entered the church on April 2, 

1983.  She was a convert to the faith and lived her faith 

intensely. 

If you asked anyone who had her in school, they would 

tell you she was a great teacher.  Teaching was her primary 

passion among many others.  For Karen, teaching was her 

vocation.  She devoted her life to teaching and her students.  

Karen was passionate about many things: her Catholic Faith, 

her parish, her school, the Browns, the Indians, the Blue Jackets 

and some obscure football team in Columbus.  She cherished 

her friends, her colleagues and most of all her students.  She 

will be greatly missed.  Her death leaves a large void in our lives 

and our school.  However, we must follow her well-earned 

wisdom as we find ourselves in these difficult times: We will 

just have to get to work and God will take care of us.  So, let’s 

make the best of it.  May she rest in peace. 

 

Starting this Sunday, we will be reading from the 

Letter to the Hebrews for our second reading.  We will be doing 

this for the next three weeks.  These passages will be coming 

from chapters 11 – 12.  At this time, we find ourselves jumping 

in more than halfway through the letter.  Overall, this letter is 

intended to inspire and strengthen the faith of his readers.  He 

knows his audience and knows many are struggling with their 

faith.  He is aware that some are on the brink of abandoning the 

faith altogether.  His desire and hope is that they will remain 

focused on the Lord Jesus.  Jesus alone is the perfect mediator 

between Divinity and humanity.  Jesus proves himself to be 

trustworthy as High Priest, Lord and Savior.  He is the object of 

our faith.  

In the first ten chapters, the author presents Jesus in 

the grand scheme of creation as being far superior over all 

creatures, even the angels.  He reviews the exodus event and 

presents Jesus as above Moses as the lawgiver.  God’s Chosen 

People followed Moses out of the land of Egypt, land of 

oppression, to the Promised Land.  This is the first exodus.  

Now the writer presents a second exodus in which Jesus leads 

God’s People out of this world of sin and oppression to the 

Promised Land of Heaven.  Jesus is the perfect mediator.  He 

can be trusted. 

He then presents Jesus as the perfect priest, who offers 

the perfect sacrifice of himself.  Jesus’ self-sacrifice surpasses 

all the sacrifices offered by all the priests of the Old Covenant.  

Their sacrifices for the remission of sins have been surpassed 

by Jesus’ perfect sacrifice of himself.  Quoting the Letter to the 

Hebrews “For by a single offering, he has perfected for all time 

those who are sanctified.” (10:14) 

This is where we start our reading of the letter.  The 

present section is about faith.  The author presents a list of Old 

Testament figures who were people of faith.  They were faithful 

to God in the face of various difficulties and opposition.  He 

calls them a “cloud of witnesses”.  He names a number of them 

of which his readers are familiar.  People like Abel, Noah, 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph who was sold into slavery by his 

brothers, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephithah, 

David and the prophets, these were all people of faith.  They 

lived their faith in unique ways.  These are only a few of the 

cloud of witnesses who should inspire the readers of this letter. 

We are blessed as well with a cloud of witnesses.  

Throughout the history of the Church, we have literally 

thousands of faithful followers of the Lord.  We call them the 

saints and martyrs.  These champions of the faith have served 

God and humanity in awesome and inspiring ways.  Each using 

their talents in service to God and the Church.  In the early 

Church, with the Apostles and early fathers, most have 

witnessed to Christ in proclaiming the Gospel and literally 

laying down their lives in martyrdom.   We have an army of 

teachers and preachers.  We are blessed with great spiritual 

guides: theologians and writers.  In the cloud of witnesses there 

are those who have taken care of the poor, the orphaned and 

sick.  They built monasteries, convents, schools and hospitals.  

These heroes inspire us and spur us on to victory as we live our 

faith.  The author of the Letter to the Hebrews tried to encourage 

the early church, who were predominately Jewish, with the 

reminder of all who have gone before them.  He tried to show 

that their faithfulness to God was not a waste of time.  In his 

presentation of Jesus, he presents Jesus as the one affirming 

their faith.  Jesus reveals their eternal reward: Heaven.  From 

our vantage point we have a history of two-thousand years of 

witnesses: the saints and martyrs. 

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews mentions all 

those champions of faith.  These are names of which the readers 

are familiar.  They know the stories of these models of faith 

presented in the Scriptures.  Knowing the stories, they are 

encouraged and inspired. 

When it comes to our “Cloud of Witnesses” we may 

know the names of the saints, but very few know their stories.  

This is a problem.  We cannot be inspired and encouraged by 

the saints and martyrs if we do not know their stories.  The 

Stories of the saints give us practical examples for living our 

faith.  The stories reveal how the faith can be practical. 

It has been a tradition, at least in the Catholic Church, 

to dedicate time to the lives of the saints.  Throughout the year 

we observe “saint days”.  These are days, usually during the 
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week, when there is a liturgy dedicated to one of the saints: i.e., 

every one’s favorite, February 14, St. Valentine’s Day.  It is a 

good and devout thing for all Christians to spend some time 

reading the stories of some of the saints.  This can prove to be 

beneficial for the mind and heart. 

The one thing that they all have in common is their 

love and faith in Jesus Christ.  Their love and faith permeated 

their lives, especially when manifested through their individual 

talents.  They reveal a hope in the Kingdom of God as they 

touch the lives around them with their God-given gifts and 

talents.  They made the Kingdom of God real in this world with 

the hope of perfect fulfillment in Heaven. 

     Have a great week 

     Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week III of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Karen M. McElhaney 
October 25, 1959- 

                July 27, 2022 
                           Beloved teacher, parishioner & friend 

 
The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote 
the welfare of the community in accordance 
with the teachings and rules of the Catholic 
Church through unity, friendship and charity. 
All women aged 16 and up are welcome to 

join us.  The next meeting is Tuesday, August 9th at 6:00 
p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office.    
 

Men of the East - Traveling Holy Hour 
St. Leonard Catholic Church, 57 Dorsey Mill Rd E, 
Heath, will host the Men of the East for a traveling Holy 
Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, August 
11th at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. All Men of the twelve-
parish consortium are invited and encouraged to 
participate in these once-monthly Holy Hours. Men of the 
East exists to support, strengthen, and help maximize the 
spiritual growth of men of the Catholic Church. It is part 
of the larger Catholic Men's Laity Ministry movement in 
the Columbus Ohio Diocese. 
 

Grief Support – Tuesday, August 16th at 1:00 p.m. or 7:00 
p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.   This month’s 
topic is: “Suffering” Grief by definition is deep sorrow 
caused by loss. Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can even 
make us physically ill. The St. Nicholas Grief Support 
Program provides monthly meetings which are offered 
twice in one day. No registration required.   
 

JULY ROSECRANS BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS 
$100- Sue Hillis, $25- Karen Borowitz, Ronald Paul, Fr. 
Dreese and Lisa Matson 

 

 

The Catholic Schools of Zanesville 
Bishop Fenwick and Bishop Rosecrans Teachers needed: 
High School Part-time Math Teacher, High School Full-time 
Intervention Specialist, Middle School Math Teacher, Middle 
School Religion Teacher, Middle School Science Teacher, 
Technology Teacher (full-time) and K-4 Reading Teacher (full-
time). Requirements for all teaching positions: Hold an 
appropriate Ohio teaching license (Professional, Permanent, or 
Resident Educator) or be eligible to obtain one before 
beginning to teach. Current satisfactory BCI & FBI 
background checks. Have attended or be willing to attend a 
VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children training Excellent verbal 
and written communication skills Candidate must complete an 
online teaching application with the Diocese of Columbus. 
Interested parties should send their letter of interest and 
résumé to Executive Director of the Catholic Schools of 
Zanesville, Kelly Sagan, at ksagan@ cdeducation.org 
 

Right to Life Action Coalition Muskingum County is 
part of District 4. District 4 will be holding their first district 
wide meeting on Saturday, August 13, 2022, from 10:00 a.m-
1:00 p.m. hosted by Ross-Pike Right to Life at St. Peter 
Parish Hall, 285 W. Water St., Chillicothe, Ohio 45601. 
Brunch will be provided.   Please RSVP by August 8, 2022. 
All are welcome. 
 

 RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) begins 
Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. and is open to anyone 
who desires to learn more about the Catholic faith. All are 
welcome to attend the Sessions, including current Catholics 
seeking to deepen their faith. Please call (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 
to pre-register or for more information.   
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study Resumes Tuesday, 
September 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. Join us as we 
study the “Prophets, Messengers of God’s Mercy”. The class 
will consist of home study, group sharing and a 30-minute 
video each week. Please register by Monday August 29th to 
ensure the arrival of your study materials. Questions?  Please 
call the parish office, (740) 453-0597.   
 

Jubilee of Anniversaries Celebrates Marriages with 
Mass on September 25th 

Couples celebrating their 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 
55th, 60th (and every year thereafter) anniversaries in 2022 
are invited to the annual Jubilee of Anniversaries in honor 
of their marriages!  Bishop Earl Fernandes will celebrate 
Mass at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 25th, at St. Brigid 
of Kildare Church in Dublin. All registered couples, 
whether attending or not, will receive a personalized 
certificate.  Couples who R.S.V.P. by Sunday, September 
11th, will be included in the Mass worship aid and The 
Catholic Times.  
 Visit https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage/jubilee-of-
anniversaries  for more information or contact the Marriage 
and Family Office at (614)-241-2560.  

https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage/jubilee-of-anniversaries
https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage/jubilee-of-anniversaries
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Church Support
     Sunday, July 31, 2022 

OFFERTORY $6,965.00

EFT $6,022.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $12,987.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at 

the St. Nicholas Parish Office 

Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we gather 

to pray the Rosary asking Our 

Lady’s Intercession for the needs 

of our nation, community, and parish.  

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, August 8, St. Dominic  
8:00 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel  
 

TUESDAY, August 9 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Dan & Cheryl Pottmeyer, Church 

7:00 p.m., Daughters of Isabella, Parish office  
 

WEDNESDAY, August 10, St. Lawrence 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Sharon Glaub, Church  
 

THURSDAY, August 11, St. Clarie 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, August 12 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Larry Burkhart, Church 
 

20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, August 13 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Mary Lou Staker, Church 
 

SUNDAY, August 14 
8:15 a.m., Mass: Barbara Miller, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

Readings for Week of August 8 

Monday Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c Mt 17:22-27 

Tuesday Ez 2:8-3:4 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 

Wednesday 2 Cor 9:6-10 Jn 12:24-26 

Thursday Ez 12:1-12 Mt 18:21-19:1 

Friday Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 Mt 19:3-12 

Saturday Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32 Mt 19:13-15 

Sunday Jer 38:4-6, 8-10 Lk 12:49-53 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

August 13 & 14, 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, August 6 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Tom Pitcock Karen Robinson 

Sheila Wilson, Joshua Wright 

Sunday, August 7 

8:15 a.m. 

Laura DeCoy Susan Thompson Sue Hillis 

Jim Hillis, Dan Sylvester 

Sunday, August 7 

10:45 a.m. 

Sandy Black Diane Hoffer Kevin Jones 

Gerald & Claire Tiberio 
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