
 20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   August 14, 2022 

 Tomorrow, we observe the 

Holy Day the Feast of the 

Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary; August 15.  Since 

this Holy Day falls on a Monday, 

the obligation to attend mass is lifted.  However, Mass 

celebrating this Holy Day will be celebrated at 8:00 a. m.  

The doctrine of the Assumption is based on the belief 

that the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken up into heaven; body 

and soul.  This teaching has been piously held from the early 

days of the Church.  It is reasonable and consistent in regard to 

this long-standing tradition.  Although not doctrinally defined 

in the early Christian Church, it was devoutly believed in the 

hearts of the faithful.  At its essence this teaching is based on 

the Church’s belief in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  In the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, we find this quote from Pope 

Pius XII in his declaration of the dogma of the Assumption of 

Mary in June 1950.  We read… “Finally, the Immaculate 

Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the 

course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and 

soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over 

all things, so that she might be more fully conformed to her Son, 

the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death.”  (CCC # 

966.) 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into 

heaven is connected to her Immaculate Conception.  From 

beginning of her life all the way to the end of her earthly life, 

Mary was “full of grace”.  It is by the Grace of God that Mary 

was conceived without the stain of original sin and actual sin.  

The Assumption is a logical conclusion. 

Being free from Original Sin, Mary was free from the 

effect of Original Sin: the root of all sin, selfishness.  Mary was 

totally free from this effect which is at the heart of her “Yes” to 

God.  Mary’s “yes” is absolute.  Mary was truly free in her 

consent to the invitation of the Angel when she conceived Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is all the Grace of God. 

This is the one thing that I think we should consider 

when we reflect on the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her 

relevance for the Christian.  I think this becomes clearer when 

we see this in light of another woman who was also free from 

Original Sin: Eve.   Recalling the first chapters from the Book 

of Genesis we read the story of creation and the Fall of Adam 

and Eve.  The evil one, represented by the serpent, tempted Eve 

about the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.”  God told 

them not to eat of this fruit or you will die.  The serpent tempted 

Eve (and Adam) suggesting that God was withholding some 

good from them.  He told Eve, that God knows that you will not 

die, and that they will be like God.  So, the tempting words of 

the serpent placing doubt in Eve’s mind, then the fruit looked 

good for eating and for the knowledge that it would provide, 

Eve freely took the fruit, ate it and gave some to Adam.  This 

act of disobedience (Latin root for not listening) was essentially 

a freely chosen selfish act.  From this disobedience came the 

Original Sin. 

 In the story of the Annunciation, the Archangel 

appeared to Mary.  The Angel had a message for Mary: an 

invitation.  On behalf of God the Angel invited Mary to accept 

God’s will to be the mother of the Lord.  Freed from Original 

Sin, Mary’s response was an exercise of her Free Will to 

selflessly accept the Angel’s invitation.  Mary’s selfless “yes”, 

let it be done to me as you say is absolute. 

In both cases, Eve and Mary had perfect Free Will 

because both were without Original Sin.  Their Free Will would 

mean nothing unless they were free to say “No”.  One’s “yes” 

is meaningless unless one is free to say “no”.  We are not robots 

as it were.  Both Eve and Mary had the freedom from Original 

Sin; they had perfect Free Will.  In turn they freely made a 

binding choice.  In essence this is played out as the difference 

between “My will” or “God’s will”.  Since both were perfectly 

free, their choice is absolute and permanent.  With Eve, we have 

Original Sin.  With Mary, we have our Savior. 

Like Mary (and Eve) God gave us Free Will.  

However, unlike Mary we carry the effect of Original Sin.  With 

the effect of Original Sin, we struggle in the use of our Free 

Will.  We struggle between selfishness and selflessness.  We 

struggle with trusting “God’s Will” or “My will”.  We find 

ourselves caught somewhere between Mary and Eve.  It is also 

in this distinction between the two, we see the path presented 

before us. 

Let us get back to the Feast of the Assumption.  We 

must keep in mind an important thing about God’s call or 

invitation.  When God calls an individual for a particular 

vocation, God also promises to be faithful to the one called.  

God always provides the grace necessary to bring that calling 

to its fulfillment.  When God calls and individual, God never 

abandons them.  God does not call, use the person and then 

abandons them.  We see this to be true all throughout the Old 

Testament, especially noting the Prophets.  (It is good for us to 

note that because of the humanity of the Prophets, they had to 

continually renew their “Yes” to God throughout their 

ministry.)  The belief in the Assumption of Mary is an 

affirmation to the fact that God did not use the Blessed Mother 

then abandon her.  God brought Mary, through Jesus, to heaven. 

In the grand scheme of things, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, by the saving grace of Jesus Christ, she was conceived 

freed from Original Sin.  The sinless Mother of Jesus thus 

became the pure vessel for the Son of God.  During the hidden 

years of Nazareth, Mary loved and nurtured Jesus with pure and 

selfless love.  In this Mary was living the God’s Will.  In the 

silent years of Nazareth God never abandoned her.  This is 

important for us to know since after those days Mary’s life 

became very difficult.  Mary was present to Jesus during Jesus’ 

public ministry, his rejection by the religious leaders, his arrest, 

torture, death and burial.  Mary was not spared the cruelty of a 

sinful world heaped upon her Son.  The Church acknowledging 

this part of her life by honoring Mary with the title the 

“Sorrowful Mother” or “Our Lady of Sorrows”.  Again, 

although it may seem that God was absent to her, God never 

abandoned her.  God never uses people nor abandons anyone 

who freely desires and accept to live His will.  On this feast day 

of the Assumption of Mary, we celebrate God’s faithfulness to 

the Blessed Mother of Jesus.  After Jesus, Mary is the first 

recipient of His saving death and resurrection. 

This is important for all Christians.  Mary reveals to us 

the love and faithfulness of God.  God’s faithful love is 

perfectly revealed in her son, Jesus Christ.  Mary, full of grace, 

will always lead us to Jesus.  Mary loved Jesus perfectly in this 

life and she in turn will teach us to love Jesus in our lives.  Mary 

was faithful in following Jesus, especially following him all the 

way to Calvary and the Sepulcher.  Mary is the inspiration for 

all Christians to be faithful to Jesus, especially in our sorrows 

as we take up our cross every day and follow him.  Mary was 

blessed with the joy of the Resurrection on that Easter Morning.  
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This is also in store for all Christians in their faithfulness to the 

will of God.  Mary, rightly so, received the first fruits of the 

Resurrection in her Assumption.  She encourages us to remain 

faithful knowing that God never abandons the one who says 

“yes” to His call. 

     Have a great week. 

     Fr. Ralko 
 

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 

  

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Julia M. Ginikos 
 
 

 
Grief Support – Tuesday, August 16th at 1:00 p.m. or 7:00 
p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.   This month’s 
topic is: “Suffering” Grief by definition is deep sorrow 
caused by loss. Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can even 
make us physically ill. The St. Nicholas Grief Support 
Program provides monthly meetings which are offered 
twice in one day. No registration required.   

 

Divorce is painful for everyone, 
the spouses (regardless of the one 
who initiates it), the children, 
extended family and even friends. 
If you are the one who is 

divorced, well-meaning friends and family frequently offer 
advice but often that advice is designed to bring about a 
quick fix. Sometimes even years later the pain of divorce 
lingers. No matter when, where, who or why, “Surviving 
Divorce” can help. The Catholic Church is here to console 
and help you find peace, power, and a renewed passion for 
life.  “Surviving Divorce” is for anyone who is divorced, be 
it recently or long ago. This 12-week program begins 
Saturday, September 10th at 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Parish Office. Please pre-register by calling (740) 453-0597 
ext. 14 or e-mail to pboggs@stnickparish.org.  

 

St. Nicholas Religious 
Education for 2022-23 begins 
Sunday, September 11, 2022, 
at 9:15 a.m. in the Bishop 
Fenwick building at the “top of 
the hill”. Registration packets for returning families have 
been mailed. New families may register prior to the start of 
classes, Sunday, September 11. Please call the Dooleys 740-
319-2170 with questions, concerns or for more information. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) begins 
Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. and is open to 
anyone who desires to learn more about the Catholic faith. 
All are welcome to attend the Sessions, including current 
Catholics seeking to deepen their faith. Please call (740) 453-
0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   

Bishop Fenwick Teachers 
needed: Middle School 
Language Arts, Middle School 

Music and Technology Teacher (full-time). Requirements 
for all teaching positions: Hold an appropriate Ohio 
teaching license (Professional, Permanent, or Resident 
Educator) or be eligible to obtain one before beginning to 
teach. Current satisfactory BCI & FBI background checks. 
Have attended or be willing to attend a VIRTUS Protecting 
God’s Children training Excellent verbal and written 
communication skills Candidate must complete an online 
teaching application with the Diocese of Columbus. 
Interested parties should send their letter of interest and 
résumé to Executive Director of the Catholic Schools of 
Zanesville, Kelly Sagan, at ksagan@ cdeducation.org 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study Resumes Tuesday, 
September 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. Join us as 
we study the “Prophets, Messengers of God’s Mercy”. The 
class will consist of home study, group sharing and a 30-minute 
video each week. Please register by Monday August 29th to 
ensure the arrival of your study materials. Questions?  Please 
call the parish office, (740) 453-0597.   
 

 

Jubilee of Anniversaries Celebrates Marriages with 
Mass on September 25th 

Couples celebrating their 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 
55th, 60th (and every year thereafter) anniversaries in 2022 
are invited to the annual Jubilee of Anniversaries in honor 
of their marriages!  Bishop Earl Fernandes will celebrate 
Mass at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 25th, at St. 
Brigid of Kildare Church in Dublin. All registered couples, 
whether attending or not, will receive a personalized 
certificate.  Couples who R.S.V.P. by Sunday, September 
11th, will be included in the Mass worship aid and The 
Catholic Times.  
 Visit https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage/jubilee-of-
anniversaries  for more information or contact the Marriage 
and Family Office at (614)-241-2560.  
 

St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday 5:15 mass and Sunday, November 
13 after both masses for parishioners only. If you make 
any crafts, please consider participating in our bazaar this 
year. If you aren’t a crafter, consider picking something up 
at your favorite store. We also accept gently used items.  
New or gently used donations may be placed by the steps in 
the church basement. We also accept gift cards from 
restaurants, gas stations, stores, etc. Additionally, we need 
volunteers to help us. Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage/jubilee-of-anniversaries
https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage/jubilee-of-anniversaries


 20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Church Support
   Sunday, August 7, 2022 

OFFERTORY $12,000.00

EFT $0.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $12,000.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at 

the St. Nicholas Parish Office 

Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we gather 

to pray the Rosary asking Our 

Lady’s Intercession for the needs 

of our nation, community, and parish.  
 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, August 15, The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  
8:00 a.m., Mass: Dan Rapol, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel  
 

TUESDAY, August 16, St. Stephan of Hungary 
8:00 a.m., Mass: John Garver, Church 

1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m., Grief Support, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, August 17 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church  
 

THURSDAY, August 18 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, August 19, St. John Eudes 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Reg & Sue Grear, wedding 

anniversary, Church 
 

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, August 20, St. Bernard Abbott 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Shane Noll, birthday, Church 
 

SUNDAY, August 21 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Shirley Knox, Church 
 

Readings for Week of August 15 

Monday Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab Lk 1:39-56 

Tuesday Ez 28:1-10 Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday Ez 34:1-11 Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday Ez 36:23-28 Mt 22:1-14 

Friday Ez 37:1-14 Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday Ez 43:1-7b Mt 23:1-12 

Sunday Is 66:18-21 Lk 13:22-30 
 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

August 20 & 21, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, August 20 

5:15 p.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Rocky Rowe Susan Pratt 

Dan & Charlotte Snider 

Sunday, August 21 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Bill Sullivan Tammy Dovenbarger 

Jim & Sue Hillis 

Sunday, August 21 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Bernie Budde Diana Dunn 

Karen Hardman, Tim Hoffer 

 


