
 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   August 21, 2022 

 The new school year starts this 

week for our elementary and high 

school students in the parish.  We ask 

God’s blessings on them as they 

return to the classroom.  We pray that the Holy Spirit enlightens 

their minds and inflames their hearts with a sincere desire to 

grow in knowledge and wisdom.  Knowledge gives way to 

insight and wisdom.  Prayerfully we hope that our young people 

find great delight in learning and the joy of gaining great 

insights into God’s creation.  We are also mindful of their need 

to grow in the most important matters of life: namely the 

Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope and Love and virtuous 

living.  God bless our students. 

 I have to admit that we had a pretty difficult summer this 

year.  We had a number of teachers retire and some have taken 

positions at other schools or have moved out of town.  We also 

experienced a big loss with the sudden death of Karen 

McElhaney.  Her death left a hole in the hearts of our teachers 

and school.  However, we have to remember that we have to 

make the best of it.  We had to do a lot of interviews and hiring 

this past summer.  This made it a busier than usual summer 

break. 

 So far, we have almost all our teaching positions filled.  The 

good news, there are applicants that still need to be interviewed.  

It is looking good at this point.  This year we will be welcoming 

many new faces to our parish school and pre-school. 

This year, both Bishop Rosecrans and Bishop Fenwick, will 

experience a growth in our numbers. We will have a large 

enough Kindergarten class that we had to hire another teacher. 

We now have three classes!  This is good news.  Our pre-school 

is also doing extremely well.  At last word to me, we have 60 

preschoolers.  Again, this is great news. 

As school starts this week, we are reminded that education 

is a lifelong venture. We cannot stop learning.  If we are not 

open to the idea of our continued learning, we place our lives in 

difficult position. If we do not move forward intellectually, we 

tend to stagnate and fall backwards.  It is necessary for us to 

make a conscious effort to grow in our knowledge and 

understanding or else we flirt with becoming dull and foolish 

individuals.  Life is interesting and learning is exciting.  We can 

never exhaust all that we can possibly learn. 

 Mindful of this, as we begin our new school year, we are 

also looking forward to the beginning of our Adult Formation 

classes.  Every year at this time we begin to prepare and 

commence our RCIA classes.  (The Rite of Christian Initiation 

for Adults.)  These classes are offered for those individuals who 

may be interested in joining the Catholic Church.  These classes 

are also helpful for those who are interested in deepening their 

knowledge and understanding of the faith.  When it comes to 

the matters of our faith, we need to continue to spend time 

reading, reflecting and articulating our beliefs, otherwise our 

faith, like our mind, will become dull and weak.  When a crisis 

comes our way, we may not have the solid faith foundation 

necessary to withstand the questions, difficulties and struggles 

in life.  Religious information coupled with faith formation are 

what form a solid foundation for the Christian life. 

 This past summer I had devoted a number of hours toward 

reading.  Most of my reading had to do with spiritual reading, 

biblical reflections, theology and some philosophy.  There is so 

much more that I feel necessary for me to learn, understand and 

develop.  The insights and blessings have been good for me and 

hopefully they will find a way to touch the lives of the people I 

serve.  Personally, I believe this is a great responsibility for 

every parish priest.  The priest has a great responsibility to the 

people of his parish to help them grow intellectually and 

spiritually in the matters of faith.  An important responsibility 

of the priest is continued study, reflection and the articulation 

of the faith in service to the people of God.  It would be a serious 

betrayal if a priest did not seriously continue to study, pray and 

teach. 

In the same manner I see this as important for all Christian 

people and most especially for the adults in the church who are 

parents.  Mothers and fathers are responsible for their children’s 

education.  Parents are the first educators and authorities in the 

lives of their children.  This seems to be obvious but some do 

not seriously consider this responsibility.  It is important for 

parents to keep up with their personal education for the sake of 

their children.  It is important to be informed and educated about 

the many facets of life and in particular our Catholic Christian 

faith.  Parents must know and grow in their faith for the sake of 

each other as well as for their children.  Parents have a great 

responsibility to understand and share their faith with their 

children.  A basic philosophical principle seems obvious but is 

easily overlooked that says... it is impossible to give something 

that you do not have!  Parents must be ready to answer the 

honest questions from children about our faith.  This takes 

knowledge, understanding and articulation.  This is the most 

important treasure that can be shared with our children: our faith 

and love for God and the one he sent; Jesus Christ. 

Considering resources: there are numerous books in the 

market that touch upon our Catholic Faith and the challenges 

presented by our secular world.  Every year there are more of 

these books published.  In the present social climate, it is 

becoming more difficult to live the Christian faith.  The world 

is becoming more resistant to Christian principles and values.  

There are numerous books that can be a source for analyzing 

these current trends in the light of our Christian faith as well as 

inspirational tomes that can nurture our growth in faith.  Like 

all things that are important, this is something that individuals 

must invest personal time.  For Catholics, the first step in 

making time is a commitment to Sunday mass.  This is the 

minimal when it comes to the practice of the faith.  God gives 

us 168 hours in a week.  We can at least give God one hour to 

offer our praise and thanksgiving as God offers us with His 

grace in His Word and Sacrament.  It is all for our greater good 

because God is our greatest good.  We can commit one hour to 

God.  The benefits surpass all we can imagine. 

With that being said, we invite all those who are interested 

in this year’s RCIA class, those who may be interested in 

joining the Catholic Church and those who may be interested in 

furthering their understanding of the faith, to join us.  This 

year’s class will start in a couple of weeks.  We meet on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the parish office building.   

More information will be forthcoming in the next couple of 

weeks.  So, plan ahead if you are interested and know that you 

are most welcome to join us. 

With the beginning of the school year, we will also adjust 

the morning mass schedule in regard to Wednesday morning.  

Mass on Wednesday morning will be at 8:10a.m.  Bishop 

Fenwick students will be in attendance every week and the 

Bishop Rosecrans High School students will join them twice a 

month; the first and third Wednesdays of the month. 

    Have a Blessed Week, Father Ralko 
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This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 

 

 Eucharistic Adoration:  All are encouraged to participate 
in Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, September 2nd (First 
Friday). Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin 
immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 
p.m. Adoration is open to anyone, and a visit is not required 
to be scheduled. However, there is a requirement to have a 
minimum of two people present at all times. Please 
prayerfully consider saying YES to spending just one hour 
with Jesus truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. If you can 
commit to an offering of one hour of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance during 
Eucharistic Adoration, please contact the parish office at 
(740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org.    
 

Men of the East - Traveling Holy Hour 
St Vincent De Paul Catholic Church, 303 E High St, Mt 
Vernon, will host the Men Of The East for a traveling Holy 
Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, September 8th 
at 7:00 p.m. All men of the twelve-parish consortium are 
invited and encouraged to participate in these once-a-month 
Holy Hours. Men Of The East is a Catholic Men's Laity 
Ministry comprised of all practicing Catholic men who attend 
one of the 12 parishes in Knox, Licking, or Muskingum 
Counties. Men Of The East exists to support, strengthen and 
help maximize the spiritual growth of men of the Catholic 
Church. Men Of The East is a part of the larger Catholic Men's 
Laity Ministry for the Columbus Ohio Diocese.   
 

Divorce is painful for everyone, the spouses (regardless of 
the one who initiates it), the children, extended family and 
even friends. If you are the one who is divorced, well-
meaning friends and family frequently offer advice but often 
that advice is designed to bring about a quick fix. Sometimes 
even years later the pain of divorce lingers. No matter when, 
where, who or why, “Surviving Divorce” can help. The 
Catholic Church is here to console and help you find peace, 
power, and a renewed passion for life.  “Surviving Divorce” 
is for anyone who is divorced, be it recently or long ago. 
This 12-week program begins Saturday, September 10th 
from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. Please pre-
register by calling (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 or e-mail 
pboggs@stnickparish.org.  

 

St. Nicholas Religious Education for 2022-23 begins 
Sunday, September 11, 2022, at 9:15 a.m. in the Bishop 
Fenwick building at the “top of the hill”. Registration 
packets for returning families have been mailed. New 
families may register prior to the start of classes, Sunday, 
September 11. Please call the Dooleys 740-319-2170 with 
questions, concerns or for more information. 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  Mark your calendars and plan to attend 
the Parish Picnic on Sunday, September 18th following the 10:45 
a.m. Mass. MORE DETAILS TO COME!!!!! 
 

 

 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study Resumes Tuesday, 
September 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. Join us as 
we study the “Prophets, Messengers of God’s Mercy”. The 
class will consist of home study, group sharing and a 30-minute 
video each week. Please register by Monday August 29th to 
ensure the arrival of your study materials. Questions?  Please 
call the parish office, (740) 453-0597.   
 

Fall Card Party!     
Sandwich, Soup & Dessert 
Tuesday, September 13th at 
6:00 p.m. $5.00 per person, 

includes the meal!   St. Nicholas Church Basement. ALL ARE 
WELCOME!  Hosted by the Daughters of Isabella. 

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) begins 
Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. and is open to 
anyone who desires to learn more about the Catholic faith. 
All are welcome to attend the Sessions, including current 
Catholics seeking to deepen their faith. Please call (740) 453-
0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   
 

St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday 5:15 mass and Sunday, November 
13 after both masses for parishioners only. If you make 
any crafts, please consider participating in our bazaar this 
year. If you aren’t a crafter, consider picking something up 
at your favorite store. We also accept gently used items.  
New or gently used donations may be placed by the steps in 
the church basement. We also accept gift cards from 
restaurants, gas stations, stores, etc. Additionally, we need 
volunteers to help us. Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 
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 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary – Also called the Rosary 
of The Seven Sorrows of Mary is promoted by the Order of the 
Servants of Mary and dates back to the Middle Ages.  At the 
Kibeho, Rwanda apparitions in the 1980’s, Mary requested that 
the prayer be recited.  The prayer is a meditation on Mary’s pain 
and suffering that tested her faith.  Through this prayer we open 
our hearts to the power of God so to allow His Word to enter and 
change our lives.   The Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary 
will be prayed in the Church on the Fridays of September at 
7:00 p.m.    
 

Church Support
   Sunday, August 14, 2022 

OFFERTORY $9,147.00

EFT $0.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $9,147.00

 

  May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 10:00 

a.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 

needs of our nation, community, and 

parish.  

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, August 22, The Queenship of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  
8:00 a.m., Mass: Ann Bronkar, birthday, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel  
 

TUESDAY, August 23, St. Rose of Lima 
8:00 a.m., Mass: James Staker, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, August 24, St. Bartholomew 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Larry Burkhart, Church  
 

THURSDAY, August 25, St. Louis 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, August 26 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Anna Mary Glaub, anniversary, 

Church 
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SATURDAY, August 27 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: David & Mary Lou Wagner, Church 
 

SUNDAY, August 21 
8:15 a.m., Mass: Ann Arnold, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

Readings for Week of August 22 

Monday 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12 Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17 Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday Rv 21:9b-14  Jn 1:45-51 

Thursday 1 Cor 1:1-9 Mt 24:42-51 

Friday 1 Cor 1:17-25 Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday 1 Cor 1:26-31 Mt 25:14-30 

Sunday Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 Lk 14:1, 7-14 
 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

August 27 & 28, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, August 27 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy 

Choir 

Nicole Hannahs Karen Robinson 

Sheila Wilson, Joshua Wright 

Sunday, August 28 

8:15 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Sue Hillis Phil Kocoloski 

Dan Sylvester, Jim Hillis 

Sunday, August 28 

10:45 a.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Wendy Hart Tim Hoffer 

Claire & Gerald Tiberio 

 


