
 22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   August 28, 2022 

 This past week our new school 

year started off quite well. There is an 

excitement in the air and a genuine 

eagerness to get to work. Our teachers 

and students have hit the ground running. We have had some 

changes in our staff and our student body. Our numbers are up 

over last year. It’s all good and we are excited for this new 

school year. Great things are happening. 

 Last week I wrote in this column about the importance of 

education and growing in knowledge.  Learning is literally a 

lifelong process.  A mind that is closed to learning and knowing 

more about life and the world we live in, cripples us and causes 

our lives to stagnate. 

Knowledge is one thing; wisdom is another thing that is 

important.  It is a matter of insight and the application of 

knowledge in practical everyday living.  Wisdom comes from 

thinking over or contemplation of this newly acquired 

knowledge.  When it comes to knowledge, we also have a need 

for pondering and contemplating that which we learn.  In a way 

we need to digest what we have learned.  This takes time.  It is 

the kind of time that some may claim to be a luxury that they 

do not need in their busy lives.  We live in a very busy world 

and we find ourselves caught up in so many activities.  Who has 

the time to think and contemplate all that we have learned much 

less the events of our daily lives?  Getting lost in thought as we 

ponder things is good, even when it looks like we are doing 

nothing or appears to be wasting time.  

 Rereading an old classic, The Screwtape Letters by C.S. 

Lewis was an occasion for such pondering.  Lewis laid out a 

plan for the destruction of humanity by Screwtape the head 

devil.  He proposes a number of plans for this destruction.  One 

plan was to keep human beings from thinking.  According to 

Screwtape, reasoning is not good.  It is preferable for humans 

to live on the sensuous spontaneous level without thinking.  In 

addition to this plan, he proposes that humans need to be kept 

busy with many activities.  This also prevents them from 

thinking precisely about eternal realities because they are too 

busy.  Keeping humans busy and content with material things 

would convince humans to abandon reflective contemplation 

(also prayer).  The most important point is to keep humans busy; 

so busy that they do not have time to think.  They will be so 

invested in their activities that their work becomes the most 

important thing.  Interestingly, this is even true if they are busy 

doing charitable work.  They can be so busy with their work or 

activities that these are more important than reflective 

contemplation.  Excessive activity will make reflective 

contemplation look unproductive and a waste of time.  

(Remember a few Sundays ago the sisterly dispute between 

Martha and Mary in the Gospel of Luke.)  A world so busy, 

filled with noise and chaos will in the end silence every 

heavenly voice as well as human sensitivity to the inner 

stirrings of conscience: The very place where God speaks 

quietly in the depths of the human person. 

 I recall a passage from a book written by Thomas Merton.  

During the 1970’s Merton was a popular spiritual writer and 

guide.  He continues to have an influence today.  Thomas 

Merton was a Cistercian Trappist Monk; a contemplative who 

lived at the Abbey of Gethsemane near Bardstown, Kentucky.  

He had written several books on the spiritual life, prayer, and 

contemplation.  In one of his writings, he explored some 

dangers to the spiritual life.  There is one particular passage that 

caught my attention because of his use of an unusually strong 

word, “violence” in regard to the spiritual life.  In Merton’s own 

words; “There is a pervasive form of contemporary violence, 

and that is activism and overwork.  The rush and pressure of 

modern life are a form, perhaps the most common form, of this 

innate violence.  To allow oneself to be carried away by a 

multitude of conflicting concerns, to surrender to too many 

demands, to want to help everyone and everything is to succumb 

to violence.  The frenzy of our activism neutralizes our work for 

peace.  It destroys our own inner capacity for peace because it 

kills the root of inner wisdom which makes work fruitful.”  

Thomas Merton: “Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander”.  A good 

example of this is reflected in the absence of peace in Martha 

as she complains to Jesus about her sister Mary.  Mary was 

sitting and listening to Jesus as Martha was busy with the 

activities/work of hospitality.  Martha’s lack of inner peace can 

be considered a type of violence that destroys peace.  Martha 

was not able to listen to Jesus because her inner person was 

cluttered with what she thought was most important. 

 The danger presented by C.S. Lewis and Thomas Merton is 

that of a world so full of work and activities of various kinds 

has a way of deadening our ability to hear the voice of God.  

The voice of God that speaks quietly in the very depths of our 

being.  Our pray life will always faulter when overwork and 

over-activity take center stage.  These things, even when they 

are good things, tend to become more important than reflection 

of eternal things: Listening to God. 

In the Gospels we find numerous times when Jesus sought 

a place for quiet prayer.  Jesus had to take time away from all 

of his good activities to seek quiet time with the Father.  For 

those familiar with praying the Psalms we read a wonderful 

passage that reminds us to “Be still and know that I am God.” 

(Psalm 46:10) We find it difficult for numerous reasons to be 

still before God.  But we need to quiet our lives in order to give 

our attention to God.  In that quiet, God speaks intimately to our 

hearts.  One must be silent in order to hear and discern the 

intimate voice of God.  This is the point of Sabbath rest (our 

Sunday).  It is difficult to hear the voice of God when our lives 

are filled with all kinds of work and activities.  It is when we 

deliberately stop and take on the posture of Sunday rest that we 

are able to receive that which we cannot earn: God’s gift of 

himself in Word of God and sacrament. 

 As we begin our new academic year our lives become very 

busy.  For those in school, their work is all about learning and 

studying.  May they work hard.  There is more than work that 

fills our time, there is an uptick in activities, many of which 

encroach upon the important time for reflection.   If we are not 

careful, these activities have a way of intruding on the Lord’s 

Day: a day specifically intended for our prayerful rest and 

reflections.  We live in a time where there is little emphasis 

place on the importance of our Sunday observances.  Not too 

long ago there was a great emphasis placed on Sunday as a time 

to worship God and building up the family.  Look around: the 

worship of God has diminished and the breakdown of the 

family is happening before our eyes.  I think these two go hand-

in-hand.  In light of Screwtape’s plan, we seem to be 

thoughtlessly putting his plan into action; even willingly.  The 

agenda, destroy the faith community, the family and eventually 

society: humanity. 

 We tend to have busy lives that leave no time for God.  We 

tend not to think or reflect upon our lives and the quiet voice of 

our conscience.  We are tempted to not take Sunday seriously 
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as a day for thankful worship of God.  A time to rest and be in 

communion with God.  We need a time to seriously direct and 

open our thoughts to God.  In doing this we are able to receive 

and enjoy God’s many blessings in our lives.  Without this 

important time, we will develop a tendency not to be aware of 

God’s presence in our daily lives.  Our prayer life will suffer 

individually and as a community.  That is the destruction that 

Screwtape desires. 

 At the beginning of this new academic year let us all take 

the time to learn and to rest in contemplating of our faith and 

our relationship with God.  We will develop thankful hearts for 

the many blessings we have from God.  May God’s blessings 

continue to strengthen our lives. 

            Have a great week. 

            Father Ralko 

     

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

The Parish picnic scheduled for Sunday, September 
18 is cancelled. 

  
Eucharistic Adoration:  All are encouraged to participate 
in Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, September 2nd (First 
Friday). Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin 
immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 
p.m. Adoration is open to anyone, and a visit is not required 
to be scheduled. However, there is a requirement to have a 
minimum of two people present at all times. Please 
prayerfully consider saying YES to spending just one hour 
with Jesus truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. If you can 
commit to an offering of one hour of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance during 
Eucharistic Adoration, please contact the parish office at 
(740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org.   
 

Parish Breakfast – The Breakfast Team is well rested and 
ready to go! Breakfast returns Sunday, September 11th 
following the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Mass.  Join us for 
scrambled eggs, fancy potatoes, sausage and French Toast. 
The breakfast is free.   Donations are accepted. See you 
there! 
 

St. Nicholas Religious Education for 2022-23 begins 
Sunday, September 11, 2022, at 9:15 a.m. in the Bishop 
Fenwick building at the “top of the hill”. Registration 
packets for returning families have been mailed. New 
families may register prior to the start of classes, Sunday, 
September 11. Please call the Dooleys 740-319-2170 with 
questions, concerns or for more information. 
 
Last Chance to Register for Tuesday Morning Bible 
Study which resumes on Tuesday, September 13th at 10:00 
a.m. in the Parish Office. Join us as we study the “Prophets, 
Messengers of God’s Mercy”. The class will consist of home 
study, group sharing and a 30-minute video each week. Please 
register by Monday August 29th to ensure the arrival of your 
study materials. Questions?  Please call the parish office, (740) 
453-0597.   

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith?   
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) begins 
Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. and is open to 
anyone who desires to learn more about the Catholic faith. 
All are welcome to attend the Sessions, including those who 
are new to the faith and would like to learn more as well as 
current Catholics seeking to deepen their faith. Please call 
(740) 453-0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more 
information.   
 

Men of the East - Traveling Holy Hour 
St Vincent De Paul Catholic Church, 303 E High St, Mt 
Vernon, will host the Men Of The East for a traveling 
Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, 
September 8th at 7:00 p.m. All men of the twelve-parish 
consortium are invited and encouraged to participate in 
these once-a-month Holy Hours. Men Of The East is a 
Catholic Men's Laity Ministry comprised of all practicing 
Catholic men who attend one of the 12 parishes in Knox, 
Licking, or Muskingum Counties. Men Of The East exists 
to support, strengthen and help maximize the spiritual 
growth of men of the Catholic Church. Men Of The East 
is a part of the larger Catholic Men's Laity Ministry for the 
Columbus Ohio Diocese.   
 

Divorce Recovery-Divorce is painful for everyone, the 
spouses (regardless of the one who initiates it), the children, 
extended family and even friends. If you are the one who is 
divorced, well-meaning friends and family frequently offer 
advice but often that advice is designed to bring about a 
quick fix. Sometimes even years later the pain of divorce 
lingers. No matter when, where, who or why, “Surviving 
Divorce” can help. The Catholic Church is here to console 
and help you find peace, power, and a renewed passion for 
life.  “Surviving Divorce” is for anyone who is divorced, be 
it recently or long ago. This 12-week program begins 
Saturday, September 10th from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in 
the Parish Office. Please pre-register by calling (740) 453-
0597 ext. 14 or e-mail pboggs@stnickparish.org.  
 

Fall Card Party!     
Sandwich, Soup & Dessert 
Tuesday, September 13th 
at 6:00 p.m. $5.00 per 

person, includes the meal!   St. Nicholas Church Basement. ALL 
ARE WELCOME!  Hosted by the Daughters of Isabella. 
 

Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary – Also called the 
Rosary of The Seven Sorrows of Mary is promoted by the 
Order of the Servants of Mary and dates back to the Middle 
Ages.  At the Kibeho, Rwanda apparitions in the 1980’s, 
Mary requested that the prayer be recited.  The prayer is a 
meditation on Mary’s pain and suffering that tested her 
faith.  Through this prayer we open our hearts to the power 
of God so to allow His Word to enter and change our lives.   
The Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary will be 
prayed in the Church on the Fridays of September at 
7:00 p.m.    
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 22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 

Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday 5:15 mass and Sunday, November 
13 after both masses for parishioners only. If you make 
any crafts, please consider participating in our bazaar this 
year. New or gently used donations may be placed by the 
steps in the church basement. We also accept gift cards from 
restaurants, gas stations, stores, etc. Additionally, we need 
volunteers to help us. Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 
 

Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
are encouraged to submit their Mass preferences for the 
months of October and November by September 15th. 
Thank you!!!! 
 

Church Support
   Sunday, August 14, 2022 

OFFERTORY $8,537.00

EFT $4,687.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $13,224.00

 

  May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 10:00 

a.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 

needs of our nation, community, and 

parish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, August 29, The Passion of St. John the 

Baptist 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Doris Emmert, anniversary, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish office chapel  
 

TUESDAY, August 30 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Anne Blake, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, August 31 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Roger Eppley, Church  
 

THURSDAY, September 1 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, September 2 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Greulich, Church 

8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Adoration of the Holy Eucharist, 

Church 

7:00 p.m., Sorrowful Mother Devotion, Church 
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SATURDAY, September 3, St. Gregory the Great, 

pope 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Clarence & Mary Hupp, anniversary, 

Church 
 

SUNDAY, September 4 
8:15 a.m., Mass: William C. Kohler, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

     Readings for Week of August 29 

Monday 1 Cor 2:1-5 Mk 6:17-29 

Tuesday 1 Cor 2:10b-16 Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday 1 Cor 3:1-9 Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday 1 Cor 3:18-23 Lk 5:1-11 

Friday 1 Cor 4:1-5 Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday 1 Cor 4:6b-15 Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday Wis 9:13-18b Lk 14:25-33 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

September 3 & 4, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, September 3 

5:15 p.m. 

Sandy Black Mike LaPlante Laurie Harmon  

Margaret Kronenbitter, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, September 4 

8:15 a.m. 

Laura DeCoy Patti Logan Susan Pratt 

Tammy Dovenbarger, Peggy Hill 

Sunday, September 4 

10:45 a.m. 

Kirby Staker Othello Repuyan Kevin Jones 

Diana Dunn, Karen Hardman 

 


