
 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   September 11, 2022 

 Throughout the Diocese of 

Columbus every parish is assigned a 

missionary order to make an appeal 

on behalf of their particular mission. 

Over the last three years we did not have a missionary come to 

our parish for various reasons; flight cancelations and the 

pandemic.  Fortunately, this year we are able to welcome Fr. 

Jude Perera, TOR.  Fr. Jude is a Franciscan missionary for the 

Vice-Province of Our Lady of Sri Lanka. I wrote about his 

mission in last week’s bulletin and supplied some devastating 

pictures from Sri Lanka giving a us a good idea of their need at 

this time. With that said, your warm welcome and assistance is 

greatly appreciated. 

Since Fr. Jude will be speaking at all the masses, which 

gives me a break of sorts, I thought that I would give a couple 

thoughts on today’s readings. I just can’t help myself. 

Our first reading comes from the book of Exodus.  

This scene takes place after Moses leads the people out of the 

land of Egypt. They arrive at Mt Sinai where Moses goes up the 

Mount to receive the commandments from God. After Moses 

received the Ten Commandments, God also presented to him 

several laws about the Altar of sacrifice, vestments, vessels for 

worship etc.  This covers chapters 20 through 31. Our reading 

for today starts in chapter 32.  At this point Moses is gone for a 

very long time. The people, at the base of the mountain have 

become impatient with Moses’ absence. They believed Moses 

was not coming back.  They turned to Aaron and asked him to 

make gods to lead them. We now have the episode of the golden 

calf. The people are now worshiping this false god: the golden 

calf. 

The Lord reports to Moses the behavior of the people. 

There is an intriguing dialogue between the Lord and Moses. 

The Lord says to Moses, “Go down at once to your people, 

whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, for they have 

become depraved.” There is a subtlety in this dialogue. The 

Lord says “your” people.  Moses responds, “Why’ O Lord, 

should your wrath blaze up against your people, whom you 

brought out of the land of Egypt…” The Lord continues, “Let 

me alone, then that my wrath may blaze up against them to 

consume them.  Then I will make of you a great nation.” The 

point to be made here, in a round-about way, is that the people 

are God’s chosen people, not Moses’.  And that the Lord made 

a promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The Lord promised to 

make for them descendants “as numerous as the stars in the sky; 

and all this land that I promised, I will give your descendants 

as their perpetual heritage.”  This episode is about the promise 

the Lord has made, and that the Lord will fulfill His promise. In 

a sense this was a test for Moses reaffirming his faith in the 

Lord. 

Moses returns from the mountain and destroys the 

golden calf, the false god created by the people. The Lord alone 

is their God. The Lord alone led them out of Egypt and will lead 

them to the Promised Land. Their arrival in the Promised Land 

is only possible because the Lord is faithful to His word and His 

people. As we know, the Israelites had a long journey to get to 

the promised land: forty years in the desert. Their time in the 

desert was for their purification and their trust in the Word of 

God. Trust the Lord; He is faithful to His people. 

This first reading is connected to our Gospel passage 

from St. Luke. The setting in today’s gospel has to do with the 

Pharisees and scribe observing Jesus who welcomes sinners and 

eats with them. So, Jesus addresses them with parables: the loss 

of one sheep out of the fold of 100: the woman who lost one of 

her ten coins: and the prodigal son. 

At first reading, the parable of the one lost sheep out 

of the hundred does not make good business sense. The 

shepherd leaves the 99 in the field in search of the 1. A simple 

way to understand this parable is to consider it from the Lord’s 

point of view. 99 sheep in the fold is not enough and 1 lost sheep 

is too many. God does not calculate numbers. God considers 

persons.  God’s love is personal. God’s love for humanity is 

based on God’s personal love for each person.  God loves all 

humanity, even the lost sheep, the sinner. 

Observing the life of Christ, even though Jesus 

preached to large crowds, His most important work was with 

one person at a time. It was in his individual connection with 

persons that the power of his love made the greatest impact. 

Again, with the parable of the woman who lost one of 

her ten coins. She looked diligently for that one coin. Upon 

finding it, she had an over-the-top celebration. This doesn’t 

make sense financially, however, the Lord does not calculate 

numbers and coins, the Lord considers individuals, especially 

those who are lost. God rejoices when the lost is found. 

In these two parables it would be easy for the shepherd 

to write off the lost sheep or the woman to write off her lost 

coin. Considering our first reading, it would have been easy for 

the Lord to write off the people he led out of the land of Egypt 

and start over. However, this would negate the promise of the 

Lord to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It would say that the 

shepherd is only worried about the number of sheep, or the 

woman is willing to cut her losses. The bigger picture of the two 

parables; there is no limit to God’s love and faithfulness when 

it comes to people. God is relentless in His faithfulness and 

love, especially for the lost and forsaken. 

The parable of the Prodigal Son illustrates this well. 

Here we are dealing with a family.  The familial relationships 

are to be considered as our relationship with God: our Heavenly 

Father. Looking at the younger son, we see one who 

deliberately leaves his father’s home. He appears to be self-

centered and selfish, making self-serving plans and decisions. 

This would break any parent’s heart. He goes off and squanders 

his inheritance; in other words, he squanders his future. He 

foolishly puts his future in danger. 

In light of our first reading and the two previous 

parables it would be easy to give into the temptation to write off 

this son. In the son’s mind, he figured what should be coming 

to him. He was selfishly thoughtless toward others.  He freely 

left his father’s house.  He betrayed the love of his father. As he 

left the home, it would have been easy to say, “You made your 

choice, now you have to live with it. Don’t come back!” The 

younger son was unlike a mindless sheep who wandered off, or 

the coin which was accidently lost. This son made the decision 

to leave his father. The son made a free choice to leave. We can 

say that the son’s decision was sinful. 

After he hit rock bottom, which is a grace although not 

immediately considered as such, he comes to his senses. He is 

humiliated, humbled and contrite. He returns to his father 

willing to take the lowest place under his father’s care. Instead, 

the father joyfully reinstates his son to his original dignity as a 

son. The father does not calculate all that this son has done; he 

is only concerned with the person. The father did not condone 

his behavior. The father is overjoyed that he has his son back. 

This is the love and faithfulness of the father that makes the 
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salvation of his son possible. God loves all humanity, even the 

sinner. God is faithful. 

In light of the first reading, as Israel travels in the 

desert for forty years, the Lord lets them do their penance in 

order to come to their senses. The Lord does not desire to 

destroy them, rather the Lord desires to restore them as his 

chosen people. The father in the parable allows his son to leave, 

to hit rock bottom, come to his senses and do his penance 

(return to the father). The father is always there ready and 

willing to welcome and restore his son. 

Our lesson, we are called upon to trust the love and 

faithfulness of God. We wander away from God; foolishly, 

carelessly, or even deliberately. We are allowed to hit rock 

bottom. What is important is that we come to our senses, repent 

and return to the Lord allowing our heavenly Father to restore 

our dignity as children of God; brothers and sisters in Christ our 

savior. 

         Have a blessed week 

         Father Ralko 

Note Well:  This year’s RCIA class will begin Wednesday, 

September 14 at 7:00 p.m. All those who are interested in 

exploring the Catholic Church are more than welcome to attend. 

As noted, classes will be in the meeting room of the Parish 

Office. 

     

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

Parish Breakfast This Sunday! – The Breakfast Team is 
well rested and ready to go!  Breakfast returns Sunday, 
September 11th following the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
Mass. The breakfast is free. Join us for yummy, scrambled 
eggs, French Toast, fancy potatoes and sausage. See you 
there! Donations are accepted.   
 

St. Nicholas Religious Education for 2022-23 begins 
today, Sunday, September 11, 2022, at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Bishop Fenwick building at the “top of the hill”. Please call 
the Dooleys 740-319-2170 with questions, concerns or for 
more information. 
 

Protecting God's Children for Adults will be offered at St. 
Nicholas on Monday, September 12 at 6:00 p.m. This class is 
estimated to last 3 hours and is required for all adults wishing to 
volunteer in the church or school in any capacity. Register at 
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) begins 
Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. and is open to 
anyone who desires to learn more about the Catholic faith.   
All are welcome to attend the Sessions, including current 
Catholics seeking to deepen their faith. Please call (740) 
453-0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   
 

Fall Card Party!     
Sandwich, Soup & Dessert 
Tuesday, September 13th 
at 6:00 p.m. $5.00 per 

person, includes the meal!   St. Nicholas Church Basement. ALL 
ARE WELCOME!  Hosted by the Daughters of Isabella. 
 

Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary – Also called the 
Rosary of The Seven Sorrows of Mary is promoted by the 
Order of the Servants of Mary and dates back to the Middle 
Ages. Through this prayer we open our hearts to the power 
of God so to allow His Word to enter and change our lives. 
The Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary will be 
prayed in the Church on the Fridays of September at 
7:00 p.m. 
    
Divorce Recovery – ITS NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN 
US! Divorce is painful for everyone, the spouses (regardless 
of the one who initiates it), the children, extended family 
and even friends. If you are the one who is divorced, well-

meaning friends and family frequently offer advice but often 
that advice is designed to bring about a quick fix. Sometimes 
even years later the pain of divorce lingers. No matter when, 
where, who or why, “Surviving Divorce” can help. The 
Catholic Church is here to console and help you find peace, 
power, and a renewed passion for life. “Surviving Divorce” 
is for anyone who is divorced, be it recently or long ago. 
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. 
Please pre-register by calling (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 or e-
mail to pboggs@stnickparish.org.    
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS will be 

having their Booster Mania on September 14 at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall at 6:30 p.m. You may purchase your numbers 

for the next year and enjoy food and drink compliments of the 

boosters. Contact Marvin Paul at 819-3429 with questions. 

 
BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS FOR AUGUST 

$50- Sam Warner, $25- Dan Durant, Paul Hoffman, Jack Dillon, 
Kelsey Meyer, Marvin Paul, Pamela Schoeppner, Fr. Ralko, 
Myron Paul, Sam Palleschi, Bill & Chris Merry  
 

Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
are encouraged to submit their Mass preferences for the 
months of October and November by September 15th. 
Thank you!!!! 
 
Grief Support – Tuesday, September 20th at 1:00 p.m. 
or 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.   
Grief by definition is deep sorrow caused by loss. Grief 
can appear as sadness, pain, it can even make us physically 
ill. The St. Nicholas Grief Support Program provides 
monthly meetings which are offered twice in one day. No 
registration required 
 

Job Opportunity: The Mission Department at Genesis 
Healthcare System is looking to hire a Department Assistant 
to support their faith-centered work in the healthcare 
system and our greater community. The role is full-time, 30 
hours/week, and requires two years of experience in a 
clerical support position or an associate degree in a 
secretarial or related field. For more information or to apply, 
please contact Sophia Marcum, Manager of the Mission 
Department, at 740-454-5994 or smarcum@genesishcs.org.  
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 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
The Pre-Jordan Class for September is Tuesday, 
September 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. 
The Class is for parents and sponsors of infants and small 
children who are to be baptized. Please call 453-0597 to 
register for the class. 
 

St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday 5:15 mass and Sunday, November 
13 after both masses for parishioners only. If you make 
any crafts, please consider participating in our bazaar this 
year. New or gently used donations may be placed by the 
steps in the church basement. We also accept gift cards from 
restaurants, gas stations, stores, etc. Additionally, we need 
volunteers to help us. Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 

 

Church Support
 Sunday, September 4, 2022 

OFFERTORY- $7,275.00

EFT $5,897.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $13,172.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 10:00 

a.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 

needs of our nation, community, and 

parish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, September 12, The Most Holy Name of 

Mary 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Mark Dosch, Church 

9:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

6:00 p.m., Protecting God’s Children, Parish Office 
 

TUESDAY, September 13, St. John Chrysostom 
8:00 a.m., Mass: William Moyer, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

6:00 p.m., Card Party, Church Social Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 14, The Exaltation of The 

Holy Cross 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Gene Ehleiter, Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, September 15, Our Lady of Sorrows 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, September 16, Ss. Cornelius, Pope and 

Cyprian 
8:00 a.m., Mass: John A. Rock, anniversary, Church 

7:00 p.m., Sorrowful Mother Devotion, Church 
 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, September 17, St. Robert Bellamine 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Steven Baum, Church 
 

SUNDAY, September 18 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Mary Lou Roessler & Ellen Baker, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of September 12 

Monday 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33 Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a Lk 7:11-17 

Wednesday Nm 21:4b-9 Jn 3:13-17 

Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11 Jn 19:25-27 

Friday 1 Cor 15:12-20 Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49 Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday Am 8:4-7 Lk 16:1-13 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

September 17 & 18, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, September 17 

5:15 p.m. 

Kerby Staker Mike LaPlante Joshua Wright 

Sheila Wilson, Margaret Kronenbitter 

Sunday, September 18 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Patti Logan Tammy Dovenbarger 

Sue & Jim Hillis 

Sunday, September 18 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Rocky Rowe Diana Dunn 

Claire & Gerald Tiberio 
 


