
 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   September 18, 2022 

 As you know, the Diocese of 

Columbus has been undergoing a 

program known as Real Presence, 

Real Future.  There have been blurbs 

in the bulletin referring parishioners to the website for this 

program.  We have links on our website, and there is a link on 

the diocesan website.  The most recent news has been about 

final proposals.  This is the latest proposal being offered for 

implementation.  It is not set in stone, but it reflects a serious 

reality and a possible way to address the future.  Our region in 

this document is referred to as “Planning Group 4 – South”.  

This covers Perry and Muskingum counties.  The proposal for 

Muskingum County is as follows: “One Parish, One Pastor, 

Multiple Churches (4), One School”.  Ouch!  Again, this is the 

final proposal; it is not set in stone.  But is does reflect the 

seriousness of our situation. 

 As I see it, this proposal is based upon the number of 

Parishioners in all four parishes.  The least common 

denominator always falls to the numbers: 1,175 households.  

This really does not reflect the reality we face in Zanesville and 

Muskingum County it’s totality.  There are numerous Catholics 

in the area that are not registered.  I know this personally.  This 

does not take into account of the number of Catholics in our 

nursing homes (13 facilities) who are not registered in one of 

our parishes.  This also applies to the number of patients in our 

hospital who are Catholic from parishes outside of our area or 

unregistered.  I know this since I am often called out to hear a 

confession and give the anointing of the sick.  These are 

sacraments that a Catholic need and only a priest can provide.  

Over the last month I have been called to provide these 

sacraments eight times, and the majority were not parishioners 

or local.  This is a fact and not a complaint.  I am honored to be 

called and to take care of these Catholics in need: even in the 

middle of the night.  This is what I was ordained to do for the 

Church.  I am thankful that I have been able to provide the 

sacraments at such a difficult time.  My reason for mentioning 

this; in this area, there will be an enormous amount of work for 

the “One Priest” in the near future.  This, in turn, will have an 

effect on all the Catholics in the area. 

In the face of this reality, we will have to do some 

serious thinking and a great deal of give and take on a number 

of things.  We all have to give serious consideration about… 

How We Can Make This Work since the reality of fewer priests 

is looming large.  All of our lives will be touched by this reality.  

It will take a great deal of sacrifice on the part of everyone.  If 

need be, we will make this work.  We cannot depend on anyone 

else but ourselves in keeping our Catholic Community alive and 

faithful.  So, in the meantime, we are aware of this situation that 

looms on the horizon.  We cannot be caught off guard.  We are 

to use this time to pray and prepare our minds and hearts for 

these future challenges.  We need to be creative.  But we must 

always remember: This is God’s Church.  God is in charge and 

God has a plan.  God never promises that responding to His call 

will be easy.  Likewise, we cannot be obsessed with making 

things go the way we want.  I am reminded of St Teresa of 

Calcutta’s insight on such matters… “God has not called me to 

be successful. God has called me to be faithful.”  That is enough 

for me. 

 The reality of more work for the “one priest” weighs heavily 

on me.  As mentioned above, I had been called upon to anoint 

a number of people over the past month.  With this in mind I 

think that I should bring up something that I had spoken and 

written about some time ago: The Sacrament of the Anointing 

of the Sick. 

 If you or a loved one are ever a patient at the hospital you 

will need to let the hospital, by way of the Spiritual Care 

department, that you are a Catholic and would like to see a 

priest.  This is especially important if you are admitted through 

the emergency room.  In the Emergency Department they do 

not ask about your religious preference.  This information does 

not make it to the patient’s chart if the patient is later admitted 

to the hospital.  In any case, if you or a family member is 

admitted to the hospital and you desire a visit, especially for the 

Anointing of the Sick, please have your nurse notify the 

Spiritual Care Department.  Also, you should have a family 

member or someone from the Spiritual Care Department notify 

the parish office. 

 This also brings to mind another issue.  I get the impression 

that some folks have confusion about the Anointing of the Sick.  

Some individuals have approached me seeking a “blessing” for 

themselves or a family member before surgery.  Or maybe for 

me to come and give a “blessing” to a patient who happens to 

be in the hospital or the Intensive Care Unit.  I usually respond 

with the question… “Do you/they want the Anointing of the 

Sick?”  Sometimes the response to my question is a look of 

embarrassment because they didn’t know how to request for the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  Or their understanding 

of the anointing is for a person near death: the Last Rites.  The 

sickness is not that serious! 

 A couple of things: If someone is to have surgery, it is a very 

good thing to receive the Anointing of the Sick.  If someone has 

been diagnosed with a serious illness, it is a good thing to 

receive the Anointing of the Sick.  In fact, it is appropriate for 

an individual in the hospital, especially in the Intensive Care 

Unit, to ask to be anointed.  These are all reasonable requests to 

ask to be anointed.  Do not be afraid to ask a priest to be 

anointed.  A priest will always understand the need to be 

anointed.  For us, this is a graced moment and you don’t have 

to wait until death is near. 

 Secondly, this is a delicate matter: it is advisable to give the 

priest and the patient a time of privacy.  It is awkward to ask 

family members to leave the patient’s room in case the patient 

wants to make a confession.  Part of the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick is the availability of confession.  Privacy 

is necessary for a thoughtful examination of conscience, 

especially if the patient is conscious and able to talk.   Because 

this is a serious matter and confidential it is necessary to ask 

visitors to step out of the room and allow that private time to 

take place.  This is part of the healing and strengthening grace 

of the Sacrament.  The family will be invited back in time to be 

present as the priest anoints and prays with and for the patient.  

However, it is advisable and encouraged to let the priest have a 

private time for a conversation with the one to be anointed.  It 

is my experience that the one who is to be anointed is thankful 

for this chance to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 

Anointing of the Sick. 

 Providing these sacraments weigh heavily because of the 

shortage of priests, especially as we look to the day of “one 

priest” in the county.  On my part I am thankful that I have been 

able to anoint most of those who have passed away.  Somehow 

God has put me in the right place at the right time in this matter.  

God provides.  It is important to me that word gets to me about 

those who are in a serious medical condition.  My attention is 
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directed to those who are in need at difficult times.  If you have 

a sacramental need in this regard, if it is possible don’t wait to 

the last minute.  Please call the parish. 

 I might grumble about being called in the middle of the 

night, but when I come to my senses, I get over it and thank God 

that I was called upon for this sacramental ministry.  I always 

thank the family for calling because this is important and the 

right thing to do.  I am thankful for the many people who have 

been helpful as extra-ordinary ministers of Holy Communion, 

but there are certain things that only a priest can do.  I am well 

aware that emergencies happen and I have at times had to drop 

everything and head out.  First things first.  The essential work 

of the Priesthood is to provide for the sacramental needs of the 

people. 

            Have a great week. 

            Father Ralko 
     

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Judith Ann Maziar Six Browning 
 
Pray the Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary –in the 
Church on the Fridays of September at 7:00 p.m.    
    
Divorce Recovery – It’s not too late to join us!  Saturdays 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. During a 
weekly session we watch a video on one of many topics 
related to divorce. Topics like anger, finding peace, learning 
to forgive, family, money etc. The presenters are everyday 
folk who share their story of recovery. We also hear from 
experts in the field who provide helpful hints on how to deal 
with difficult situations and feelings. A discussion will 
follow with questions like “What did you like or not like 
about this presentation? Did you relate to anyone in this 
presentation? Participation in the discussion is encouraged 
but not required. Additionally, each participant will receive 
a “Survival Guide” where they may make notes about what 
they have learned, jot a question for future thought or 
scribble a prayer.  The “Survival Guides” are yours to 
keep. Please call (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 or e-mail to 
pboggs@stnickparish.org.   
  
Would you like to learn more about the Catholic Faith? 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office located at 
955 E. Main Street. The meetings are open to anyone who 

desires to learn more about the Catholic faith.   Join us as we study 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and how living a life of faith 
can help us find our way in today’s world. Please call (740) 453-
0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   
 

The Pre-Jordan Class for September is Tuesday, 
September 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. 
The Class is for parents and sponsors of infants and small 
children who are to be baptized. Please call 453-0597 to 
register for the class. 
 

Grief Support – Tuesday, September 20th at 1:00 p.m. or 
7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  Grief by 
definition is deep sorrow caused by loss. Grief can appear 
as sadness, pain, it can even make us physically ill. The St. 
Nicholas Grief Support Program provides monthly 
meetings which are offered twice in one day. No registration 
required  
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY: Bishop Fenwick Preschool is in 
search of a part-time receptionist, part-time after school 
aide and a part-time custodian. Know a local college 
student that needs work? The receptionist or after school 
aide job might be a great fit around their classes! Please 
spread the word these positions are open to family and 
friends! Please have them contact Susan Swackhammer 
sswackha@cdeducation.org or 740-454-9731 for more 
information. 
 

Job Opportunity: The Mission Department at Genesis 
Healthcare System is for a Department Assistant to support 
their faith-centered work in the healthcare system and our 
greater community. The role is full-time, 30 hours/week, 
and requires 2 years of experience in a clerical support 
position or an associate degree in a secretarial or related 
field. For more information or to apply, please contact 
Sophia Marcum, Manager of the Mission Department, at 
740-454-5994 or smarcum@genesishcs.org.  
 

During the Month of October in honor of Our Lady of the 
Most Holy Rosary, we will pray the Rosary before the 
weekend Masses. Those interested in leading the Rosary are 
asked to call the parish office.  
 

St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the public. 
On Saturday 5:15 mass and Sunday, November 13 after 
both masses for parishioners only. If you make any crafts, 
please consider participating in our bazaar this year. New or 
gently used donations may be placed by the steps in the 
church basement. We also accept gift cards from 
restaurants, gas stations, stores, etc. Additionally, we need 
volunteers to help us. Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 

 

CATHOLIC MEN’S LUNCHEON CLUB – FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 7, 2022. Newly ordained Father Paul Marich 
O.P., Parochial Vicar for St. Patrick Church will speak at 
our October luncheon. Please join us Friday, October 7 at 
St. Patrick Church in downtown Columbus for lunch 
followed by Fr. Marich’s talk entitled, “A New Priest’s 
Journey to Ordination.” Holy Mass (optional) begins at 
11:45 am followed by lunch at 12:10 p.m. and Fr. Marich’s 
talk. Free parking available in the Columbus State Grant 
Avenue parking lot (25-S) across the street from St. Patrick. 
No reservations are necessary. $12 covers the lunch and 
meeting. Bring a friend! If you are interested in sponsoring 
this luncheon or another luncheon, contact Jim Gernetzke 
at jimgernetzke@noslumine.com.  

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
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Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, September 11, 2022

OFFERTORY- $8,548.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $8,548.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 10:00 

a.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 

needs of our nation, community, and 

parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, September 19, St. Januarius 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Cletus Schoeppner, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, September 20, St. Andrew Kim Tae-gōn 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Garver Family, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m., Grief Support, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 21, St. Matthew, Apostle 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Ray Andrews, Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, September 22 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, September 23, St. Pius of Pietrecina 
8:00 a.m., Mass: The Lang Family, Church 

7:00 p.m., Sorrowful Mother Devotion, Church 
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SATURDAY, September 24 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Nancy Davis, birthday, Church 
 

SUNDAY, September 25 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: June Shawger, anniversary, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of September 19 

Monday Prv 3:27-34 Lk 8:16-18 

Tuesday Prv 21:1-6, 10-13 Lk 8:19-21 

Wednesday Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 Mt 9:9-13 

Thursday Eccl 1:2-11 Lk 9:7-9 

Friday Eccl 3:1-11 Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday Eccl 11:9-12:8 Lk 9:43b-45 

Sunday Am 6:1a, 4-7 Lk 16:19-31 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

September 24 & 25, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, September 24 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Tom Pitcock Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, September 25 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Patti Logan Tammy Dovenbarger 

Sue & Jim Hillis 

Sunday, September 25 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Rocky Rowe Diana Dunn 

Claire & Gerald Tiberio 
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