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 I had some responses from last 

Sunday’s column about Real 

Presence, Real Future’s proposal 

for our area. To refresh your 

memory here is the latest 

proposal: The final proposal that is being offered for 

implementation specifically for Muskingum/Zanesville is as 

follows: “One Parish, One Pastor, Multiple Churches (4), One 

School”. Again, this is the final proposal; it is not set in stone. 

But is does reflect the seriousness of our situation. 

 The overwhelming first response was… this is impossible.  

This is also the usual reaction for many parishioners heard by 

many of my priest friends in their parishes.  We can all agree 

that this is very difficult to hear and to accept.  It looks bleak 

and borders on hopelessness. 

On the surface this looks depressing and hopeless.  

Agreed. Yet we are a people of faith. We are to see things not 

as the world sees them but with the eyes of faith. I recall a talk 

given by a priest at a priests’ retreat. He said that we have 

already lived through the worst day in the life of the church.  On 

Holy Thursday Night, after Jesus initiated the priesthood, then 

celebrated the first Eucharist with his disciples, he led them to 

the Mount of Olives together to pray. While in the garden, 

Judas, accompanied with the religious and civil authorities 

came and arrested Jesus. At that very moment, the disciples ran!  

Jesus was left alone. The newly established church experienced 

the worst day. 

On Good Friday, as the darkness of sin and evil 

descended upon the world, our blessed Savior was crucified and 

buried. These were the darkest days of human history. We can 

also say they were the darkest days of the church. However, on 

the First Day of the week, Jesus rose from the darkness of death.  

The darkest days preceded the brightest days. After the 

Resurrection, the Church became the presence of the 

Resurrected Lord in the world. No matter what happens, as dark 

as times can be, the Church cannot be destroyed and will remain 

until the end of time. This is the promise of Jesus Christ. This 

does not mean that it will be easy.  This does not mean that the 

Church will look the same as we have grown accustomed. It 

doesn’t even mean that the Church will remain the way we have 

grown to expect. It means that the presence of Christ will 

always be in our midst until the end of time. This is the most 

important fact that we easily overlook.  For this we are thankful. 

As we look to the history of the Church, we recall all 

the difficult times of persecution and rejection throughout our 

history. The Church has survived many difficult times; 

physically, morally and spiritually. Through it all the Church 

remains: the presence of Christ remains. There were times of 

upheaval and times of incredible growth. What is interesting, 

the Church thrived and grew stronger especially during times of 

trials. 

We have our own history right here in Zanesville.  The 

Catholic Community was not as we see it today.  Two-hundred 

years ago there was nothing here!  The early days for the 

Catholics was difficult.  There were no churches.  Mass was 

celebrated when a priest could come to town.  The Catholics 

would gather at someone’s home for the celebration of the 

Mass.  In the early days of the church, it was not easy for people 

to get around, even for the priest who had to travel by foot, by 

horse, or if lucky horse-drawn carriage.  The people did not 

have the opportunity for daily mass.  When it came to Sunday 

they didn’t know if they were going to have Mass from one 

week to the next.  I doubt if they had more than one choice for 

mass.  On the part of the people, they made sure everything was 

ready for the priest, that their children were taught their lessons 

in religion.  If there were sacramental needs, the people were 

prepared for further instructions and reception from the priest 

(baptisms, marriages, confessions etc.).  For the most part 

families prayed together daily.  They had to accept the 

responsibility for their spiritual life.  The adults assumed the 

responsibility of sharing the faith with their children as best 

they could.  When the priest came, they had time for a catechism 

lesson from the priest and he was able to answer their questions.  

The beginnings of the parish were small and grew over time.  It 

took time to for the building of a church building and a 

residence for a priest.  Over time they built a convent and 

school.  Our Catholic community grew over a long period of 

time to get to where we are today.  It was not easy and 

demanded a great deal of sacrifice on the part of the people.  

During those days, our country also went through many 

difficulties: the end of the Civil War, WWI, the Great 

Depression, WWII, the Korean War and so much more just to 

name a few.  These events happening in our world had a great 

effect on the Church.  And yet, we are still here. 

The point, we are also facing difficult times along the 

history of the Catholic Church in Zanesville, Ohio.  Our unique 

challenge has to do with fewer Catholic families with children, 

smaller parishes and the shortage of priests.  We also have to 

deal with the problem of economic inflation and looming 

recession.  We are facing serious social problems.  However, 

this is the time for the people of faith to rise up and face these 

challenges.  These are days of faith. 

I recall Pope Benedict XVI speaking about the future 

of the Church.  He said that the church will shrink in numbers.  

However, although smaller, the Church will be stronger.  I 

believe the pope emeritus.  It is part of the cycle of the history 

of the Church.   

No one likes the downward turn of history.  We find it 

exciting when we are growing and building.  But when things 

are shrinking it is also easy to give into hopelessness and 

despair.  This is so contrary to the Virtue of Hope. 

God always gives us opportunities to encounter Him: 

in both good times and in bad.  God gives us gifts, but those 

gifts are also challenges.  Our greatest gift is our greatest 

challenge; and our greatest challenge is our greatest gift.  God 

has given us the three theological virtues as gifts.  These virtues 

are also our challenges.  We have the gift of faith, but that faith 

will be tested.  We have the gift of love and love will be tested.  

We have the gift of hope and hope will be tested.  These virtues 

are necessary when times are difficult.  When these virtues 

endure, we are better people and give witness to the goodness 

of God.  We become his light in the world. 

We have a future in Zanesville. How that future will 

look, we do not have a clue. However, the Church will be 

present because Christ is present. We will have a Catholic 

community. At this time, we are called upon to seriously 

consider what we can do as a community of faith to keep the 

faith alive. We need to consider the essentials. We have enjoyed 

numerous conveniences in the church. We have grown 

accustomed to options for mass times choosing the one we 

prefer. We have grown accustomed to the availability of the 

sacraments with a phone call. We may have even taken for 

granted the presence of our church facilities. This is all great 
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and thank God for all these genuine blessings. However, things 

will be changing. We need to be somewhat prepared for the 

challenges ahead. The life of the Church as we know it will 

change but the church, the Catholic Community will remain. 

We will have to renew our faith commitment to our 

Lord and His Church.  We will have to do our part by being 

responsible for our faith life, our handing on the faith to our 

young people and our support of the Catholic community in 

Zanesville.  Like our ancestors, whose faith built up the Church 

in Zanesville, they did not see the growth that we enjoy, we too 

will have to do the hard work of faith for the benefit of our 

descendants, of which we may not see. 

God will bless us in our efforts and our sacrifices.  We 

have a great opportunity placed before us in the ongoing life of 

the Church in Zanesville. 

         God Bless your week 

         Father Ralko  
     

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

Pray the Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary –in the 
Church on Friday, September 25 at 7:00 p.m.    
    
Imagine being so depressed that you miss work and don't 
get out of bed for three days, don't answer the phone, and 
ignore your family and friends. You barely eat, don't shower 
or brush your teeth, and your house begins to smell like 
greasy hair, sweaty sheets, and piled up garbage. It's not a 
pretty picture. That is exactly what happened to Rose Sweet 
after her divorce. Rose shares her story of God's 
faithfulness, His forgiveness, and her recovering from 
divorce. "I've been there. I know the shame and the pain. 
But I also know how rich God's mercy is and that's the good 
news I want to share with divorced Catholics". Surviving 
Divorce meets Saturday, October 1 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office. Come hear Rose's story. 
Rose's message is "If you are separated or divorced, there is 
hope and healing through the Church. Don't give up. Don't 
leave. We need you. We love you."  
  
Would you like to learn more about the Catholic Faith?    
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office. The 
meetings are open to anyone who desires to learn more 
about the Catholic faith. Join us as we study the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church and how living a life of faith can 
help us find our way in today’s world. Please call (740) 453-
0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   
 
JOB OPPORTUNITY: Bishop Fenwick Preschool is in 
search of a part-time receptionist, part-time after school 
aide and a part-time custodian. Know a local college 
student that needs work? The receptionist or after school 
aide job might be a great fit around their classes! Please 
spread the word these positions are open to family and 
friends! Please have them contact Susan Swackhammer 
sswackha@cdeducation.org or 740-454-9731 for more 
information. 

The Pre-Jordan Class for September is Tuesday, 
September 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. 
The Class is for parents and sponsors of infants and small 
children who are to be baptized. Please call 453-0597 to 
register for the class. 
 

Catalyst Night Youth Ministry News! 
Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, 
October 2 at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the National 
Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionaries. The 
night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, prayer, 
friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nicholas 
youth event and all teens grades 7-12 are invited. Parents are 
welcome!   
 

 “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put 
the demons to flight and to keep oneself 
from sin…If you desire peace in your 
hearts, in your homes, and in your country, 
assemble each evening to recite the Rosary. 

Let not even one day pass without saying it, no matter how 
burdened you may be with many cares and labors.”  ~Pope 
Pius XI. In honor of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, 
we will pray the Rosary in the church during the month 
of October before the weekend Masses. Rosaries can 
be found in the pews and are free to take.  Those 
interested in leading the Rosary are asked to call the 
parish office. 
 

LIFE CHAIN: October 2nd is Life Chain Sunday. We will 
line the streets of Maple Avenue to pray for an end to 
abortion. This will be our 20th Annual Life Chain. We will 
meet, park and pick up our signs at Dr. Collopy’s office 
parking lot (across from Taco Bell) at 2:15 p.m. and begin 
the chain prayer at 2:30-3:30 p.m. If unable to stand for that 
length of time, please bring a lawn chair. This Life Chain is 
National and is sponsored by Muskingum Valley Right to 
Life. Any questions, please call Laura at 740-221-9997. 
Please join us for an hour of prayer. 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration:  All are encouraged 
to participate in Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, October 
7th. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin 
immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 
p.m. If you can commit to an offering an hour of prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance 
during Eucharistic Adoration, please contact the parish 
office at 453-0597, ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org 
 

ROSARY RALLY 2022 
Come and join us for the celebration of “Our Lady of 
Fatima’s apparitions” to be held Sunday Oct. 9 from 
1:30p.m.-3:30 p.m. in front of the Muskingum County 
Courthouse esplanade. Please be there between 1:00-1:30. 
Bring your rosaries and a chair. For further information, 
please contact: Patty Schmutz at 452-3369, Carol Fluharty 
at 704-6477 or Margaret Kronenbitter at 221-0813. 
 

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
http://chiamatiallasperanza.blogspot.com/2010/07/limportanza-di-meditare-il-santo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, September 19, 2022

OFFERTORY- $6,442.00

EFT $4,962.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $11,404.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 10:00 

a.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 

asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 

needs of our nation, community, and 

parish.  

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, September 26, Ss. Cosmas and Damian 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Audrey Ralko, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, September 27, St. Vincent de Paul 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Ann Blake, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., Pre Jordan, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 28, St. Wenceslaus 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Natale “Tony” Maniaci, birthday, 

Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, September 29, Ss. Michael, Gabriel and 

Raphael, Archangels 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, September 30, St. Jerome 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Knights of Columbus, Council 505, Church 

7:00 p.m., Sorrowful Mother Devotion, Church 
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SATURDAY, October 1, St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Bill & Sally Fleer, Church 
 

SUNDAY, October 2, Respect Life Sunday 
8:15 a.m., Mass: Heather Robinson, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of September 26 

Monday Jb 1:6-22 Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23 Lk 9:51-56 

Wednesday Jb 9:1-12, 14-16 Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 Jn 1:47-51 

Friday Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 Lk 10:13-16 

Saturday Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17 Lk 10:17-24 

Sunday Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4 Lk 17:5-10 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

October 1 & 2, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, October 1 

5:15 p.m. 

Sandy Black Nicole Hannahs Laurie Harmon 

Margaret Kronenbitter, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, October 2 

8:15 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Susan Thompson Susan Pratt 

Tammy Dovenbarger & Phil Kocoloski 

Sunday, October 2 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Keena Hansel Jocelyn Connell 

Karen Hardman, Tim Hoffer 
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