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 Each October the Church in 

the United States celebrates 

Respect Life Month.  The first 

Sunday of October is observed as 

Respect Life Sunday.  As 

Catholics, we are called to cherish, defend, and protect those 

who are the most vulnerable, from conception to natural death, 

and at every point in between.  During the month of October, 

the Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the dignity of every 

human life. 

 Part of our reflections center on the precious gift of life that 

is our personal gift from God.  If each of us believes this to be 

true for our self then we must believe it to be true for others.  

Thus, it urges us to have the proper respect due to all persons 

because they share this precious gift from God.  We are called 

upon to give careful reflection on the serious moral issues 

surrounding life.  In essence all moral issues ultimately deal 

with and are based upon genuine respect for life.  All moral 

issues ultimately deal with our relationship with one another.  It 

is based upon our proper respect we have for the author of life 

itself.  In the gospels Jesus reminds us that the Commandments 

are summed up in Love: love for God and love for your 

neighbor.  If you think about it stealing, lying, adultery etc. are 

all offenses against another person.  In pressing this further 

these sins are also offenses against the One who gives us our 

dignity.  If we have little regard or respect for others as being 

created in the image and likeness of God, we will have little 

respect for God who is the origin of our life and dignity.  Thus, 

our immoral/sinful behavior not only offends or hurts others 

they are also offensive to God.   The whole moral law is 

concerned with our dealings with persons.  Morality is 

ultimately about respecting life. 

 During “Respect Life Month” we focus more specifically on 

those issues that directly attack life itself.  The scope of our 

reflections are those attacks directed on the most vulnerable 

members of our society: abortion, euthanasia, physician 

assisted suicide, embryonic stem cell research, cloning and so 

forth.  We have raised awareness of these issues often.  We have 

also reaffirmed the Catholic Church’s persistent moral stance 

on these issues on a regular basis.  We know that we cannot be 

silent on these issues because society constantly brings these up 

as something good and necessary.  Thus, on this very point we 

are reminded of this common norm in society… “Silence gives 

consent”.  We cannot be silent on these issues.  We do not give 

our consent for society’s moral laxity on life issues.  These 

issues keep resurfacing. 

If we remain silent, these issues they will go 

unchallenged.  The ultimate effect will be acceptance of these 

practices as part of the normal fabric of our society because 

there are no objections.  In many cases this has happened.  As a 

result, many have become indifferent to the seriousness of the 

life issues.  We are very aware that the Church has taken a 

strong position on these issues.  To be honest, many people turn 

a deaf ear and try to be indifferent to the clear reasoning behind 

the Church’s stand.  As a matter of course, indifference to the 

Church’s stance on the life issues will eventually evolve into 

more violence; toward the Church and life itself. 

 Nevertheless, we are called upon to pray and reflect on the 

life issues.  With the grace of God and a sincere desire to open 

our minds to the truth, we will grow in a greater understanding 

of the wisdom and greatness of God’s design for life.  We will 

also discover that when it comes to the life issues that our 

attention to the small things is just as important as the big 

things. 

As a priest I have been called upon to be with people 

dealing with life threatening issues.  I recall a number of 

occasions where various individuals were facing the frightening 

diagnosis of cancer.  Many have had to undergo a long-term 

course of treatment.  Others have had to face surgery as their 

course of treatment.  In the case of surgery there is always that 

recurring question after surgery...  “Doctor, did you get it all?”  

When it comes to these kinds of situations, we are very aware 

that a microscopic cancer cell can be life threatening.  That 

“small thing” mattered.  This is true about a single cancer cell.  

It’s only a small cell but a doctor can look at this single cell 

under a microscope and state that this is a cancer cell.  We want 

nothing to do with a single cancer cell in our body.  That one 

cell has the potential for jeopardizing a life. 

 As I think about this, my thoughts go to another single cell: 

a fertilized human egg.  When it comes to this single cell many 

people want to call it all kinds of things other than what it truly 

is: a new human life.  They call it “tissue” or the “product of 

conception” or anything else, but not a new human life.  Yet in 

that cell there is everything that is needed for a fully developed 

human life.  Amazingly this microscopic cell matters.  Thus, we 

can discover the goodness and wisdom of God in this smallest 

of cells.  In this case, the “small thing” matters. 

 This reminds me of a euphemism that is often used about 

this “small thing”.  Sometimes people refer to a human embryo 

as a “potential human being.”  As if this embryo could be 

anything other than human!  I don’t know about you, but I find 

this euphemism to be repugnant.  This phrase is useful for those 

justifying, softening or denying the truth of abortion.  It is also 

used in reference in the support for embryonic stem cell 

research and cloning; two particular issues that we do not hear 

much in the news as of late.  Nevertheless, my suspicion is that 

these last two issues have not gone away but are being pursued 

quietly in various laboratories.  The use of this phraseology 

renders the embryonic cell to the status of inanimate object: not 

human.  Thus this “material” can be used for various 

experiments or for disposal.  The truth of the matter is that the 

embryo is not a “potential human being”.  The embryo is 

already human.  The more precise language would say that this 

embryo is a “human being with potential”.  Just as a single 

cancer cell is cancer that has the potential to develop into fully 

developed cancer throughout the body, so too, the human 

embryo has the potential to develop into a fully developed 

human person.  The lesson; left in the hands of some people, 

our human words are able to clearly articulate the truth or to 

twist the truth into a distortion. 

 Nevertheless, God reveals His greatness in the smallest of 

details.  It is true that the mother and father contribute the 

human material for the new human being: the genetic matter.  

God creates the new soul at that time for this new human being.  

Thus, in our Christian tradition we express the conception of a 

new human being as procreation.  Man and woman work 

directly with God in the work of creation.  This is something 

beautiful that happens every minute of the day.  It is so 

commonplace that it is hardly noticed as the miraculous event 

that it is.  Yet this is the miracle of new life.  God is essentially 

involved in this miracle.  Thus, this new life deserves our 

genuine respect as well as our prayer of thanksgiving to God. 
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 October is Respect Life Month.  We live in a broken sinful 

world.  Humanity is imperfect and flawed.  Left to itself, 

humanity tends to despair; a world without hope.  With this in 

mind, this year’s Pro-Life theme is “Called to serve moms in 

need.”  Resources and further information can be found on the 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) website. 

In the midst of this we are reminded that we have a 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  He alone is our Hope for the fullness of 

life, now and for all eternity.  Our prayer for greater respect for 

the gift of life is an expression of our Hope in the redeeming 

presence of Christ in our lives.  We will continue to pray for 

greater respect for the gift of life from the moment of 

conception until natural death because we are moved by Hope 

in the enduring grace of God in Christ. 

 Lastly, the month of October is also known as the month of 

the Rosary.  During the month of October, we pray the rosary 

before our Sunday Masses.  You are most welcomed to come to 

church earlier to join in this prayer.  It is a good way to pray for 

greater respect for the gift of life and to prayerfully prepare 

oneself for the celebration of the Eucharist. 

           Have a Blessed Week. 

           Father Ralko 
     

This week we pray Week III of 

the Liturgy of the Hours 
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Catalyst Night Youth Ministry News! 

Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, 

October 2nd at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the National 

Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionaries. The 

night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, prayer, 

friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nicholas 

youth event and all teens grades 7-12 are invited. Parents are 

welcome!   
 

LIFE CHAIN: October 2nd is Life Chain Sunday. We will line 

the streets of Maple Avenue to pray for an end to abortion. This 

will be our 20th Annual Life Chain. We will meet, park and 

pick up our signs at Dr. Collopy’s office parking lot (across 

from Taco Bell) at 2:15 p.m. and begin the chain prayer at 2:30-

3:30 p.m. If unable to stand for that length of time, please bring 

a lawn chair. This Life Chain is National and is sponsored by 

Muskingum Valley Right to Life. Any questions, please call 

Laura at 740-221-9997. Please join us for an hour of prayer. 
 

Parish Breakfast –Sunday, October 9th following the 8:15 

a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Mass. Join us for Fancy Potatoes, 

Scrambled Eggs, Yummy Sausage And Delightful French 

Toast.   The breakfast is free.   Donations are accepted to 

support future events.  See you there!!!!! 

Would you like to learn more about the Catholic Faith?    

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) meets 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office.   The meetings 

are open to anyone who desires to learn more about the Catholic 

faith.   Join us as we study the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

and how living a life of faith can help us find our way in today’s 

world.  Please call (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for 

more information.   
 

  “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to 

put the demons to flight and to keep 

oneself from sin…If you desire peace in 

your hearts, in your homes, and in your 

country, assemble each evening to recite 

the Rosary. Let not even one day pass 

without saying it, no matter how 

burdened you may be with many cares 

and labors.”  ~Pope Pius XI In honor of Our Lady of the Most 

Holy Rosary, we will pray the Rosary in the church during 

the month of October before the weekend Masses.  Rosaries 

can be found in the pews and are free to take.  Those 

interested in leading the Rosary are asked to call the parish 

office. 
 

Divorce Recovery –Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the 

Parish Office.   Too many people stay stuck in their pain and 

don't know how to find their way "home" after the breakdown 

of a marriage. Rose Sweet has created a program to help 

divorced or separated Catholics move past the pain of divorce 

so they can find the Love that truly satisfies. Topics include 

shock, denial, fear, anger, depression, loneliness, financial 

issues, battles in court, custody and visitation, annulment, 

dating again, marriage, sex, chastity and singleness.  
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration: All are encouraged to 

participate in Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, October 7th. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin immediately 

after the 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. If you can 

commit to offering an hour of prayer before the Blessed 

Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance during Eucharistic 

Adoration, please contact the parish office at 453-0597, ext. 14 

or pboggs@stnickparish.org 
 

ROSARY RALLY 2022 
Come and join us for the celebration of “Our Lady of 
Fatima’s apparitions” to be held Sunday Oct. 9 from 
1:30p.m.-3:30 p.m. in front of the Muskingum County 
Courthouse esplanade. Please be there between 1:00-1:30. 
Bring your rosaries and a chair. For further information, 
please contact: Patty Schmutz at 452-3369, Carol Fluharty 
at 704-6477 or Margaret Kronenbitter at 221-0813. 
 

MEN OF THE EAST: Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, 6280 St. 
Mary’s Road, Nashport, OH 43830 will host the Men Of The East 
for a traveling Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, 
October 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. Men Of The East exist 
to support, strengthen and help maximize the spiritual growth of 
men of the Catholic Church. Men Of The East is a part of the 
larger Catholic Men’s Laity Ministry for the Columbus Ohio 
Diocese. For more information about Men Of The East, visit our 
updated website at www. MenOfTheEast.com. 
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Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, September 26, 2022

OFFERTORY- $8,469.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $8,469.00

 
May God Bless for supporting you parish! 

 
ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 

 
Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 

 
Please join us each Monday at 

the St. Nicholas Parish Office 

Chapel at 10:00 a.m. as we 

gather to pray the Rosary asking 

Our Lady’s Intercession for the 

needs of our nation, community, and parish.  

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, October 3 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Shirley Knox & Irene Dillon, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

 

TUESDAY, October 4, St. Francis of Assisi 

8:00 a.m., Mass: John Hohman, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, October 5, St. Faustina Kowalska 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Patrick Tanner, Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, October 6, St. Bruno 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, October 7, Our Lady of the Rosary 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, Church 

8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.., Adoration of the Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, October 8 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Marilyn Swackhammer, anniversary, 

Church 
 

SUNDAY, October 9 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Michelle F. Wilson, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of October 3 

Monday Gal 1:6-12 Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday Gal 1:13-24 Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday Gal 2:1-2, 7-14 Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday Gal 3:1-5 Lk 11:5-13 

Friday Gal 3:7-14 Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday Gal 3:222-29 Lk 11:27-28 

Sunday 2 Kgs 5:14-17 Lk 17:11-19 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

October 8 & 9, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, October 8 

5:15 p.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Mike LaPlante Karen Robinson 

Sheila Wilson, Joshua Wright 

Sunday, October 9 

8:15 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Patti Logan Sue Hillis 

Jim Hillis, Dan Sylvester 

Sunday, October 9 

10:45 a.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Diane Hoffer Tim Hoffer 

Diana Dunn, Claire Tiberio 
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