
 28TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   October 9, 2022 

We are well aware that 

October is Respect for Life 

month. In keeping our prayerful 

thoughts on this intention, I think 

it would be appropriate to offer a 

quote from Pope Francis. “Our defense of the innocent 

unborn… needs to be clear, firm and passionate, for at stake is 

the dignity of a human life, which is always sacred and demands 

love for each person, regardless of his or her stage of 

development.” This issue goes beyond just an individual case. 

It is a matter of respect for the dignity of human life in general. 

Respect for human life in individual cases is also respect for the 

dignity of all human life in general. 

October is also the month of the Rosary. With that in mind 

I thought a little information/ reflection on the Rosary would be 

appropriate since we are praying the Rosary before our Sunday 

masses throughout the month. 

 I consider myself to be fortunate since I benefitted from 

Catholic Education as a child and the many sacrifices made by 

my parents. I was deeply immersed in the Catholic Culture.  

Every aspect of our lives was affected with the Catholic Faith.  

In school we observed Saints Days, the feast days of the 

Catholic calendar, the Holy Days of Obligation and the prayers 

that are so common for all Catholics. As students in a Catholic 

School, we learned all “our prayers by heart”. So, when there 

was a need to turn to God in prayer, we had a whole arsenal of 

prayers that we could say appropriate for the occasion. We not 

only learned the prayers of the mass by heart, but we also 

learned many devotional prayers as well as the Rosary. We 

prayed the mysteries along with the Apostles Creed, the Our 

Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory to God.  As first graders 

this was a monumental task but when we learned them, they 

became second nature: automatic. On special occasions and 

also during a tragedy (e.g., the Kennedy assassination) we 

would go to Church, which was attached to the school, and we 

would pray the Rosary. As children we were eager to learn these 

important prayers. We learned the prayers by practice. We also 

knew that we were doing something important. God loves the 

prayers of children. 

 One of the things that we learned about the Rosary was that 

it was a practical thing for the laity. The history of the Rosary 

reaches back to the ninth century as a form of prayer.  There 

was further development in the thirteenth century.  As part of 

its development the Rosary was piously mirrored to the praying 

of the Psalms of the Old Testament. The Psalms were prayed 

daily by priests, monks and religious sisters. In theory the 

Rosary was a way that the laity could mirror this prayer 

practice. The Rosary consisted of praying fifty Ave Marias for 

each set of mysteries: the Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious 

mysteries. St. John Paul II added another set of mysteries 

known as the Luminous mysteries. The official prayer of the 

Church consists in the praying all 150 Psalms throughout the 

week, along with a number of scriptural canticles and biblical 

readings in the Liturgy of the Hours. Long story short, the 

Rosary was to be more accessible for the laity to enter into the 

official prayer of the Church. Ideally praying the Psalms is 

preferred, however, in the beginning most people did not have 

the luxury of time nor could they afford and much less able to 

read a bible. The Rosary became a practical means for sustained 

meditative prayer. It could also be prayed at any time and in 

anyplace. 

It has been the tradition of the Church, from the very earliest 

times, to encourage the praying of the Psalms. There are a 

couple of reasons for this. First, Jesus being a devout Jew knew 

and prayed the Psalms. This was the devout prayer of the Jews 

and of Jesus. Being so it should also be the prayer of his 

followers. Secondly, the Psalms are Sacred Scripture: The 

Word of God. Praying the Psalms is a way of welcoming the 

Word of God into our minds and hearts. In a very real way, it is 

welcoming Jesus Christ into our minds and hearts since he is 

the Word of God made flesh. There is an Incarnational element 

involved here. 

 If you think about the Psalms, in general we also see the 

Mysteries of the Rosary. There are moments in Israel’s history 

of joy expressed in the Psalms. The times in Israel’s history of 

peace and prosperity which reflect God’s blessings. There are 

also moments of struggles, sorrow and contrition for sins of 

infidelity. These are expressed in the penitential Psalms which 

call to mind our need for salvation. Then there are Psalms that 

express God’s triumph over sin and evil which evoke in our 

praise and thanksgiving. These are glorious moments reflecting 

the faithfulness and saving power of God. God loves his people.

  

 In recent times there have been more mysteries added to the 

Rosary by Pope St. John Paul. These are the Luminous 

Mysteries. These mysteries are a meditation on moments in the 

life of Jesus that have particular importance for reaffirming our 

Catholic Christian Faith. Recalling these mysteries while 

praying the Rosary has a way of letting them “soak in” to our 

minds and hearts. The Illuminous Mysteries are 1) The Baptism 

of the Lord. 2) The Wedding at Cana. 3) The Proclamation of 

the Kingdom. 4) The Transfiguration. 5) The Establishment of 

the Eucharist. These mysteries are to illuminate our life of Jesus 

Christ. 

 As part of the history of the Rosary, in the 1200’s St. 

Dominic received a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

instructing him to preach (the Dominicans are the Order of 

Preachers) and promote the praying of the Rosary. This prayer 

was for the good of souls, the assistance in time of trials and 

temptations and for the good of the Church in the world. 

 The Rosary is Scriptural. The prayers and the meditations 

on the Life of Jesus Christ are all found in the Scriptures.  

Obviously, the Our Father and the Doxology (Glory be…) are 

found in the Gospels and the Book of Revelation respectively.  

It is not often noticed that the Hail Mary primarily comes from 

the Gospel of St. Luke. The First part of the Hail Mary is 

comprised of the words of the Angel to Mary at the 

Annunciation and the words of Elizabeth to Mary at the 

Visitation. (Note well: these scenes are depicted in the stained-

glass windows of our church.) The only exception is the last 

words of the Hail Mary which were added…” Holy Mary, 

Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour of our 

death.”  These words were added during the time of the Black 

Death which wiped out one-third of the population of Europe. 

It was an outcry of the people to the Holy Mother of God to 

pray for us and to protect us with her motherly care now and at 

the hour of our death. During the time of the Black Death these 

two moments, “now and the hour of our death”, were a reality 

and remains a desire even to this day. 

The praying of the Rosary is a very simple prayer. It is also 

the most difficult in that it takes time; during which many give 

into the temptation to abandon the prayer because of its 

repetitive nature. The repetitive praying of the Hail Mary is not 
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a multiplication of words but more precisely a bringing of the 

body and mind into a calm rhythm for meditation. The fast pace 

of our world makes it difficult for us to slow down and engage 

in meditative prayer. The Rosary has a way of bringing our busy 

lives into calmer state for meditation on the mysteries. 

 There is one more thing that I would like to bring to our 

attention. When we seek the intercession of the Blessed Mother, 

she will always bring us to her beloved son; Jesus.   The simple 

thought is to recall that no one loved Jesus more in this world 

than his own mother. When we turn to Mary in prayer, she will 

always take us to the one she loved the most; her son Jesus. 

Mary, like all mothers, will always share with us that which she 

loves and cherishes most. Mary, who loves Jesus with a pure 

heart, knows exactly how important this love is. When Mary 

leads us to her son, Jesus, she will inspire in us greater love for 

Jesus. Mary teaches us how to truly love our Blessed Lord. 

Mary is the mother of Jesus Christ. Mary is the mother of 

the Church: The Body of Christ. As the mother of the Church, 

Mary is the mother of all Christians. Thus, in confidence we 

turn to Mary as her children and she will provide her motherly 

intercession and care. The Blessed Mother will always lead us 

to Jesus. 

 The Rosary is a simple prayer just as it is a powerful, 

effective prayer. The praying of the Rosary is a Scriptural 

Prayer all the way through. It does exactly what prayer should 

do; lead us into a deeper loving relationship with Jesus Christ 

who is our life and our salvation. 

           Have a Blessed Week. 

           Father Ralko 

NOTE WELL: Bishop Fernandez has requested all parishes to 

take up a second collection for Catholic Charities U.S.A. to 

assist those in need in the wake of Hurricane Ian. So, in 

response to this request we will have a second collection at next 

weekend’s masses. When writing a check, make it out to St. 

Nicholas and we will forward the collected funds to Catholic 

Charities.  Thank You.  
     

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours 
 

The alter flowers this weekend  
are in remembrance of 

Mr. Gene & Mrs. Marilou  
(Tice) Ehleiter. 

 

We welcome into the Church the recently Baptized: 
Eli Reed and Liam Matthew Colopy, the sons’ 

Mr. Kyle & Mrs. Ali (Jones) Colopy 
 

 

Parish Breakfast –Sunday, October 9th following the 
8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. Join us for fancy potatoes, 
scrambled eggs, yummy sausage and delightful French toast. 
The breakfast is free.   Donations are accepted to support 
future events. See you there! 
 

SEPTEMBER BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS 
$50- Roger Snider, $25- Sue Durant, Karen Borowitz, Mark 
Moyer, John Biedenbach, Lisa Matson, Rita Wion, Pete Dinan, 
Scott Dowell and Denis Swierz  

Would you like to learn more about the Catholic Faith?    
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office. The 
meetings are open to anyone who desires to learn more about 
the Catholic faith. Join us as we study the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church and how living a life of faith can help us find 
our way in today’s world. Please call (740) 453-0597 ext. 14 to 
pre-register or for more information.   
 

 “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the 
demons to flight and to keep oneself from 
sin…If you desire peace in your hearts, in your 
homes, and in your country, assemble each 
evening to recite the Rosary. Let not even one 

day pass without saying it, no matter how burdened you may 
be with many cares and labors.”  ~Pope Pius XI In honor of 
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, we will pray the 
Rosary in the church during the month of October before 
the weekend Masses. Rosaries can be found in the pews 
and are free to take.   
 

ROSARY RALLY 2022 Come and join us for the celebration of 
“Our Lady of Fatima’s apparitions” to be held Sunday Oct. 9 
from 1:30p.m.-3:30 p.m. in front of the Muskingum County 
Courthouse esplanade. Please be there between 1:00-1:30. Bring 
your rosaries and a chair. For further information, please contact: 
Patty Schmutz at 452-3369. 
 

MEN OF THE EAST: Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, 6280 St. 
Mary’s Road, Nashport, OH 43830 will host the Men Of The East 
for a traveling Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, 
October 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. Men Of The East exist 
to support, strengthen and help maximize the spiritual growth of 
men of the Catholic Church. Men Of The East is a part of the 
larger Catholic Men’s Laity Ministry for the Columbus Ohio 
Diocese. For more information about Men Of The East, visit our 
updated website at www. MenOfTheEast.com. 
 

 Daughters of Isabella meets Tuesday, October 11th at 6:00 
p.m. in the St. Nicholas Parish Office. Join us as we move 
forward in a new direction of friendship, faith and service.   
 

Grief Support, meets Tuesday, October 18th at 1:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office. Join us as we discuss 
the “Mourner’s Bill of Rights”. The Mourner’s Bill of Rights 
is designed to both empower you to heal and to decide how 
others can and cannot help.  Join others as they journey with 
you toward healing and hope. 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: Booster 

Mania tickets are available for the upcoming year. $25.00 each 

or three tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every 

day for this next year. Questions or concerns, please contact 

Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

Divorce Recovery –Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in 

the Parish Office. Surviving Divorce includes the counsel of 
some of the brightest and best in Catholic media: Dr. Ray 
Guarendi - Catholic psychologist, Father Mitch Pacwa - author, 
Fr. Donald Calloway, author, Christopher West Theologian 
author, and Fr. Steve Porter - seasoned spiritual director. While 
the program is Catholic based, it is not restricted to Catholics, 
anyone can attend. 

http://chiamatiallasperanza.blogspot.com/2010/07/limportanza-di-meditare-il-santo.html
http://chiamatiallasperanza.blogspot.com/2010/07/limportanza-di-meditare-il-santo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 28TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  Our annual Cemetery Visit 
and Bonfire will be held on Sunday, October 30th at 5:00 
p.m.   All are invited to join us at the Mt. Olive Cemetery as 
we remember those who have died. Our time together will 
include an opportunity for private grave visitation and prayer. 
We will then gather around the bonfire for the recitation of the 
names of the parishioners who have died within the past year 
followed by the Rosary for the Repose of Souls. Even if you 
do not have anyone buried in the Cemetery, it is good to come 
and pray for the repose of souls as some have no one to pray 
for them. The evening will end with refreshments. Please bring 
your rosary and lawn chairs. If you don’t have a rosary, no 
worries we will have extra. May the faithful departed, by the 
mercy of God, rest in peace! 
 

Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, October 2, 2022

OFFERTORY- $6,490.00

EFT $5,922.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $12,412.00

May God bless you for supporting  
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 

St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel 

at 10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray 

the Rosary asking Our Lady’s 

Intercession for the needs of our 

nation, community, and parish.  
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, October 10, Columbus Day 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Rita Greiner, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

 

TUESDAY, October 11, St. John XXIII, Pope 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Sr. Miriam Dosch, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

6:00 p.m., Daughters of Isabella, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, October 12 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

 

THURSDAY, October 13 

No Mass today 

 

FRIDAY, October 14, St. Callistus I 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Lou Wagner, birthday, Church 

 

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

SATURDAY, October 15 St. Teresa of Jesus 

9:00 a.m., Surviving Divorce, Parish Office 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Patrick Tanner, Church 

 

SUNDAY, October 16 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Delores Wilcox, Church 

 

   Readings for Week of October 10 

Monday Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 

31‒5:1 

Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday Gal 5:1-6 Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday Gal 5:18-25 Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday Eph 1:1-10 Lk 11:47-54 

Friday Eph 1:11-14 Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday Eph 1:15-23 Lk 12:8-12 

Sunday Ex 17:8-13 Lk 18:1-8 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

October 15-16, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, October 15 

5:15 p.m. 

Laura DeCoy Rocky Rowe Susan Pratt 

Dan & Charlotte Snider 

Sunday, October 16 

8:15 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Bill Sullivan Tammy Dovenbarger 

Phil & Joan Kocoloski 

Sunday, October 16 

10:45 a.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Bernie Budde Kevin Jones 

Karen Hardman, Tim Hoffer 
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