
 29TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   October 16, 2022 

Aware that October is Respect Life 

Month, we pray for a greater respect 

for the God-given gift of life. It is 

important for us to continue to read 

and often times to reread inspirational writings and talks that 

address this important issue. We usually tend to read something 

on the topic that once inspired us at the time and don’t find 

ourselves going back and rereading them. We do this also with 

some videos that have inspired us but we don’t revisit them. 

What is important about inspirational writings and talks, if they 

are true, they will continue to ring true long into the future. 

Truth always remains true. Truth passes the test of time. It is 

also important to remember, we have changed. Because we 

have changed, our insights tend to be greater and more in depth. 

I would say that the seed of truth has been growing in our minds 

and hearts. This is a great thing. 

  A great example is a talk given by Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta at the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C. 

in 1994.  The now Saint Teresa spoke on a number of Life 

Issues. What she said in her talk still rings true twenty-eight 

years later. Truth is truth!!  In her talk she reflected on many 

life issues; two particular reflections she offered caught my 

attention then and today. These two issues had to do with love 

for elderly and love for the unborn. 

 She told the story about a time when she visited a nursing 

home in the United States. She reflected in her talk…” I can 

never forget the experience I had in visiting a home where they 

kept all these old parents of sons and daughters who had just 

put them into an institution and, maybe, forgotten them.  I say 

that in the home these old people had everything: good food, 

comfortable place, television – everything.  But everyone was 

looking toward the door. And I did not see a single one with a 

smile on his/her face.” 

 She continued, “I turned to Sister and I asked, ‘Why do 

these people, who have every comfort here – why are they all 

looking toward the door? Why are they not smiling?’  (I am so 

used to seeing the smiles on our people, even the dying smile.)  

And Sister said, ‘This is the way it is, nearly every day. They 

are expecting that a son or daughter will come visit them.” 

 “See, this neglect to love brings spiritual poverty. Maybe in 

our family we have someone who is feeling lonely, who is 

feeling sick, who is feeling worried. Are we willing to give until 

it hurts, in order to be with our families? Or do we put our own 

interests first?” 

 Over the years I have visited numerous nursing homes. I 

find the words of St Teresa to ring true. When entering many of 

our nursing facilities, I find numerous people gathered in the 

common areas watching those who come into the facility.  You 

get the impression that they are looking for someone who is 

looking for them. 

Among many of the things that I am grateful here at St. 

Nicholas is the fact that we have a good number of extra-

ordinary ministers of Holy Communion who visit those who are 

in our nursing homes. We have thirteen such facilities in our 

parish. Just the same, I am sure that all of them can attest to this 

observation of St. Teresa. As they visit the residents they are 

welcomed and become a great source of comfort and joy. This 

is especially true for all our parishioners who are in our 

continuous healthcare facilities and those who are homebound. 

This ministry expresses the point made by St. Teresa of 

Calcutta: the active virtue of love.  They will also agree that this 

is a great source that alleviates spiritual poverty. 

 Speaking on the very topic about spiritual poverty in the 

lives of individuals as well as our country that experiences great 

physical wealth, St. Teresa addresses a very basic point about 

abortion and the respect for the life of the unborn.  Mother 

Teresa said…” How do we persuade a woman not to have an 

abortion?  As always, we must persuade her with love. The 

father of that child, whoever he is, must also give until it hurts.  

By abortion, the mother does not learn to love, but kills even 

her own child to solve her problems.  And by abortion, the 

father is told that he does not have to take any responsibility at 

all for the child he has brought into the world.” 

 “Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching the 

people to love, but to use any violence to get what they want.  

This is why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is 

abortion.” This is spiritual poverty! 

 Mother St. Teresa’s keen eye on the issue goes to the very 

root: there is the lack of love and the desire to grow in the virtue 

of love. This is spiritual poverty. This connection between 

spiritual poverty and the lack of love is the absence of God in 

our society.  From the First Letter of St. John, we know that 

“God is Love”. Simply put, if God is not in our lives, we are 

spiritually impoverished. We are incapable of the living the 

virtue of love. This is true for the self as well as for society. If 

we are spiritually impoverished then we are unable to truly love. 

Sure, people will argue that they love and at the same time also 

say that God is not an important part of their lives. In reality 

they are only kidding themselves. Without God, even as they 

love, it will fall short because humanity is imperfect and 

limited. Without God we are incapable of loving in a more 

perfect manner. Grace builds on nature; elevates it and brings 

it to perfection. We are unable to love others in the most 

profound way: self-sacrificing love.  Abortion reveals the 

limitation and fallibility of mere human love. 

 We are given the perfect model of Love: Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

is the Incarnate faithful love of God. We will not experience 

great peace and joy apart from God. All we have to do is look 

around our society and witness the lack of peace and joy. At the 

heart of it all is a lack of love and respect for life and the author 

of life. Abortion is a manifestation of this sadness. 

 One of the current agendas in our society is the elimination 

of God in the public square. More to the point, this is an attack 

on Christianity. This points to the spiritual poverty in our 

society. We live in a country that has been blessed with so many 

goods and comforts that we find it difficult to make sacrifices. 

Love, in a sinful world, implies that we make sacrifices. Mother 

Teresa points out that the wealthy find it particularly difficult to 

make the necessary sacrifices that love demands. 

Our Christian faith also tells us; according to St. Paul, that 

left to ourselves we are incapable of any good work. It is the 

grace of God that moves us to do good works. Grace always 

precedes any good works. This is particularly true for the 

sacrifices we make as an expression of our love: for God and 

for neighbor. Thus, in a secular (graceless) society we find love 

to be the most difficult work. In a world that seeks comfort we 

are not accustomed to sacrifice. This is particularly evident in 

the way our society thinks about and treats the elderly and the 

unborn. For many people they are thought to be an 

inconvenience. It becomes burdensome to extend oneself, out 

of love, to attend to them and their potentially open-ended 

needs. This is particularly the case when a child is not conceived 
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in love but rather in an act of selfishness and lust. That in itself 

is spiritual poverty. 

Again, we are blessed to live in a country with wealth and 

many comforts. It is all too easy to be lulled into complacency 

and indifference when it comes to living the virtue of love.  

Worldly speaking, love is usually measured to what I want to 

give.  Instead, Christian Love is dependent on what the other 

needs. In fact, pressed further, the practice of the virtues of faith 

and hope also to become just as difficult. These virtues are 

always challenged in a sinful world. 

During this Right to Life month, we need to take 

inventory of our lives and challenge ourselves in the practice of 

the theological virtues of faith, hope and love, knowing that the 

greatest of these is love. 

         Have a blessed week 

         Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours 

 

We welcome into the Church the recently Baptized: 
Collins Rae Moyer, the daughter of 
Mr. Scott & Mrs. Samantha Moyer 

 
 

Would you like to learn more about the Catholic Faith?    
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office located at 
955 E. Main Street. Join us as we study the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church and how living a life of faith can help 
us find our way in today’s world. Please call (740) 453-0597 
ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   
 

In honor of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, we will 
pray the Rosary in the church during the month of 
October before the weekend Masses.  Rosaries can be 
found in the pews and are free to take.   
 

Grief Support, Tuesday, October 18th at 1:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. Join us as we discuss the “Mourner’s Bill of 
Rights”. The Mourner’s Bill of Rights is designed to both 
empower you to heal and to decide how others can and 
cannot help. Join others as they journey with you toward 
healing and hope. 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: Booster 

Mania tickets are available for the upcoming year. $25.00 each 

or three tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every 

day for this next year. Questions or concerns, please contact 

Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

 
 

Knights of Columbus Council 505 Octoberfest 
Sunday, October 23 from 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  Enjoy 
German Food, German Beer and German music with a 
German band playing from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Enter the 
Horseshoe and Corn Hole Tournaments! There are kids’ 
games and face painting too!  And don’t forget Tom’s Ice 
Cream. Bring the whole family!   
 

Mark Your Calendars! Our annual Cemetery Visit and 
Bonfire will be held on Sunday, October 30th at 5:00 p.m. 
All are invited to join us at the Mt. Olive Cemetery as we 
remember those who have died. We will then gather around 
the bonfire for the recitation of the names of the 
parishioners who have died within the past year followed by 
the Rosary for the Repose of Souls. The evening will end 
with refreshments. Please bring your rosary (if you don’t 
have one, no worries we will have extra) and lawn chairs. 
May the faithful departed, by the mercy of God, rest in 
peace! 
 

Divorce Recovery Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Parish Office. Not sleeping? This might be the beginning of 
a good night's sleep. Let Rose Sweet help you find peace 
after divorce. This is the last opportunity to join the group. 
After Saturday, October 15th, the group will be closed. 
 

St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday after 5:15 mass and Sunday, 
November 13 after both masses for parishioners only. 
Thank you to all who have donated to the bazaar. However, 
it’s not too late to make donations. See the page of Quilt 
Raffle Tickets in this weekend’s bulletin. Please place tickets 
and money into an envelope marked Bazaar and place in 
collection basket.  Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 
 

SACRED HEART CONGRESS 2022: St. Paul the 
Apostle is hosting the 11th Annual Sacred Heart Congress 
Saturday, November 5, 2022, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. Doors open at 7:30 a.m., with the Rosary at 8:00 a.m. 
This 11th Annual Sacred Heart Congress gathering has 
become the largest Sacred Heart event in the nation. Our 
speakers this year are Fr. Joseph Laramie, S.J., Fr. Thomas 
Dailey, O.S.F.S., Bishop Earl K. Fernandes, emcee Emily 
Jaminet, and Adoration and Benediction, led by Father 
Stash Dailey. Our theme is Rebuild, Renew & Restore the 
Domestic Church through the Heart of Jesus. We believe 
that true restoration begins one heart and home at a time 
and expands to the greater community. This mini retreat will 
be full of prayer and include Mass, Confession, Benediction, 
and Formation on how we can better abide in the heart of 
Jesus and spread this devotion to others. Register and learn 
more at www.Welcomehisheart. com. $15.00 individual and 
$25.00 family. Scholarships are available and free to stream 
online. 
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What: St. Ann/St. Mary Annual 
Turkey Dinner 

Where: 4th and Chestnut St. 
Dresden, OH 

When: Sunday, November 6th 
Time: 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 (unless food runs out earlier) 
                                  Carry-Out Only 

Menu: Turkey, Dressing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,  
Green Beans, Roll, Applesauce, & Pumpkin Pie 

Cost: Adults $9.00 Children $6.00 
 

Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, October 9, 2022

OFFERTORY- $6,791.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $6,791.00

May God bless you for supporting  
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 

St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel 

at 10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray 

the Rosary asking Our Lady’s 

Intercession for the needs of our 

nation, community, and parish.  
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, October 17, St. Ignatius of Antioch 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Virginia Morozowsky, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, October 18, St. Luke 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Mark Dosch, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, October 19, St. John de Brébeuf 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Bill Sullivan, Sr., birthday 

Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, October 20, St. Paul of the Cross 

No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, October 21 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Wesley Lee Wilson, birthday, Church 
 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, October 22, St. John Paul II, Pope 

9:00 a.m., Divorce Recovery, Parish Office 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Carol A. Smith, birthday, Church 
 

SUNDAY, October 23, World Mission Sunday 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Knights of Columbus, Msgr. Dury 

Council #505, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of October 17 

Monday Eph 2:1-10 Lk 12:13-21 

Tuesday 2 Tm 4:10-17b Lk 10:1-9 

Wednesday Eph 3:2-12 Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday Eph 3:14-21 Lk 12:49-53 

Friday Eph 4:1-6 Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday Eph 4:7-16 Lk 13:1-9 

Sunday Sir 35:12-14, 16-18 Lk 18:9-14 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

October 15-16, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, October 15 

5:15 p.m. 

Laura DeCoy Rocky Rowe Susan Pratt 

Dan & Charlotte Snider 

Sunday, October 16 

8:15 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Bill Sullivan Tammy Dovenbarger 

Phil & Joan Kocoloski 

Sunday, October 16 

10:45 a.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Bernie Budde Kevin Jones 

Karen Hardman, Tim Hoffer 
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