
 30TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   October 23, 2022 

Much has been written in the 

defense of the gift of life. There are 

hundreds of logical, rational 

arguments concerning the 

importance of the sacredness of life. How we should defend life 

from conception until natural death. As a people of faith, we 

need to faithfully follow the Fifth Commandment “Thou shall 

not kill.”  It is a basic principle. This principle is good for all 

humanity without distinction of religious faith or no faith at all. 

That is why it is a principle. It serves the good of humanity. 

However, in the complexity of everyday life, we hear all kinds 

of situations and circumstances that challenge this principle. 

When that happens, we need to get back to the basics. If we 

violate this commandment/principle we place our lives in peril. 

Such a violation leaves an indelible mark on our lives. Let me 

expand that point. 

 The act of killing is what we call an intrinsic evil.  It is evil 

by its very nature. As such it leaves an “indelible mark” on the 

one who kills. Once put into action it cannot be undone. The 

reality of the act remains. In a sense, it takes on a life of its own. 

There are consequences. 

 The consequences imply that there exists a responsibility for 

that act. Human beings are responsible for their actions.  

Depending upon circumstances the degree of responsibility, or 

more precisely culpability, can increase or decrease.  

Responsibility depends on knowledge and freedom.  

Knowledge and freedom can increase or decrease one’s 

culpability. There also exist certain circumstances (self-

defense) in which an individual may be fully justified in the act 

and the personal moral responsibility/culpability is reduced to 

zero. However, the evil nature of killing has not changed.  What 

has changed is the degree of personal responsibility/culpability. 

 When we speak of the evil of killing, we also take into 

consideration the many aspects this evil has on all involved.  

The various aspects are not only physical, emotional but also 

spiritual. Once committed, this evil leaves its mark. It is a 

historical event that has long-term effects on all involved. Let 

me give a couple examples of this long-term effect. 

 Over the years I have had a couple occasions in which I had 

the privilege of speaking with veterans from both WWII and 

Vietnam. I found that most do not want to talk about their 

experience in these wars. From this very fact we learn the evil 

of war has left a negative mark on these individuals. There is no 

joy in talking about such matters. In fact, there is discomfort in 

recalling these things. 

 The stories from two WWII veterans come to mind. One 

story takes place in the Pacific Theater. As this man related the 

story, of which his wife was surprised that he even told me, was 

a situation in which he had to take the life of a Japanese soldier 

in hand-to-hand combat. Face to face, a Japanese soldier 

surprisingly appeared and pointed a gun between his eyes. It 

misfired. He automatically bayonetted him. In this case he was 

totally justified (I am only relating the skeletal framework of 

the story) in this act. However, that memory remained very 

clear and ever-present in his mind. It still hurt. It left a negative 

mark on his mind, heart and soul.  His way of dealing with this 

was to pray daily for that soldier and his extended family and 

friends for their loss. 

 The second story was from a WWII veteran whom I had 

known most of my life. It was only recently that he shared with 

me that he was one of the first US officers to go into Dachau to 

liberate the camp. He shuddered at what he saw.  For the longest 

time he kept that story buried in his mind and heart. But it was 

always there and weighed heavily. He was not in any way 

responsible for the evil of that concentration camp but he was 

touched by what he saw as the evil that took place there; it left 

a powerful negative mark. One reason he spoke of it with me 

was that he was having an ongoing struggle with the nature of 

evil and his belief in a loving and faithful God. 

 These dramatic stories can make a clear point. Although 

they are framed within the context of war there are dynamics 

that touch us in everyday life. The presence of evil in the 

context of killing is very much present to us today. We are so 

surrounded by the stories of murder, war and deadly terror 

attacks. There are cases that are justified and some are cases that 

are not justified. The intrinsic nature of killing has not changed. 

Killing is never a good.  Nevertheless, the danger is that as a 

society we are touched by this evil directly or indirectly. It 

leaves its mark. The ongoing negative effect can manifest itself 

as hardening of the human heart. Worse yet, it can also cause 

our hearts to become indifferent to others. 

 The hardening of hearts is one issue that I find particularly 

challenging with Respect for Life. Since 1973 we have been 

dealing with the evil of abortion. Abortion has been erroneously 

declared a right and was enshrined in law. In the wake of this 

issue, we have found ourselves confronting more than just 

abortion but euthanasia, physician assisted suicide, cloning, 

capital punishment, and so much more. It can be observed that 

the response to these issues has caused many to be deeply 

moved to sorrow for the lack of respect for life. It can also be 

observed that many, if not most, have become indifferent to the 

gift of life. It is increasingly sad that many use great pressure in 

promoting the pro-abortion position as well as the above-

mentioned anti-life issues. There continues to be heated tension 

on the abortion issue and we can easily lose heart. We must 

faithfully endure our pro-life stance. If we don’t, who will? 

 The good news is that the grace and mercy of God is greater 

than the darkest and most appalling evil. Left unchecked by the 

grace of God, evil leaves a negative mark and always leads to 

despair: death. The encounter with the merciful love of God 

gives hope and leads to life. This is the way of penance: the path 

to God. Forgiveness and reconciliation is real and transforms 

our lives to live in holiness. 

 Last Sunday’s gospel reminded us about the importance of 

praying always. Prayer keeps us in communion with God and 

helps us to see the world with the wisdom of God. If we do not 

pray, we tend to see things only from our limited human 

perspective skewing to our benefit; just as the dishonest judge 

was concerned only about his own safety from the persistent 

widow. When we do not pray, we are not open to see as God 

would have us see. In such a state, we begin to believe that evil 

can be justified; that we can change the nature of evil by our 

willing it. The first above mentioned WWII veteran friend knew 

that he did something that was intrinsically evil even though his 

moral responsibility was nil. He had no illusions about that. Yet, 

with the grace of God, he prayed constantly over it. My second 

veteran friend was touched by the evil of Dachau. Again, with 

the grace of God, he was committed to be a more compassionate 

toward others. They prayed constantly and God who is merciful 

helped them to see clearly and gave them what was truly good 

when they turned to him in prayer. Both were committed to 

growing in holiness. 
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 Making the point, the presence of abortion in our country 

has contributed to making our country less civilized. Abortion 

has no place in a civilized society. The liberal elites in our 

society think otherwise. We must also be aware that these same 

people want to expand the abortion industry. They dishonestly 

claimed they wanted abortion to be “safe, legal and rare.”  

Today we never hear the word “rare”.  In fact, abortion has been 

expanded for any reason at any time during the pregnancy. It 

has expanded into taxpayers’ wallets.  It is deceptively couched 

in language like “reproductive rights” or “women’s health”. 

Our society has really taken a downward turn and many don’t 

seem to notice. The result is greater indifference to evil. 

 Abortion is a serious moral evil.  It is intrinsically evil by its 

very nature. It is the deliberate killing of an Innocent Human 

Life. There is no hiding that reality. The victim is innocent, 

100% innocent in every case. There is no self-defense against 

an unjust aggressor. We cannot participate, directly or 

indirectly, in intrinsic evil. 

 There are many things that can be said about this matter.  

However, there is a positive thing that we can turn to. For any 

woman directly affected by abortion and has found herself in 

the darkness of this sin, there is the abundant love and mercy of 

God. God calls all to experience His mercy that is greater than 

any possible evil decision and sin. Forgiveness and the grace of 

reconciliation are always available. It’s there for the asking. 

This is also true for anyone indirectly involved with the 

procurement of an abortion. The mercy of God is available in 

abundance. Our society is touched and damaged by this evil. 

We must humbly turn to God in prayer. God’s divine help is 

there, giving us every good gift to bring us into His love and to 

witness His love to a society seriously damaged by the presence 

of this evil in our midst. 

                                     Have a blessed week. 

                                     Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Ronald Paul and Margaret Walker 
 

We welcome into the Church the recently Baptized: 
Nathaniel David Hecker, the son of 
Mr. Lance & Mrs. Chelsey Hecker 

 
Knights of Columbus Council 505 OCTOBERFEST 
Sunday, October 23 from 1-5 p.m.  Enjoy German Food, 
German Beer and German music with a German band 
playing from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Enter the Horseshoe and 
Corn Hole Tournaments! There are kids’ games and face 
painting too! And don’t forget Tom’s Ice Cream.   Bring the 
whole family!    
 

Next weekend, May 28 & 29, St. Vincent de Paul 

will be “Holding the Hat” during all Masses as a 

2nd collection. 

 
 

 Would you like to learn more about the Catholic Faith?    
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office located at 955 
E. Main Street. The meetings are open to anyone who desires 
to learn more about the Catholic faith.   Join us as we study the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and how living a life of faith 
can help us find our way in today’s world. Please call (740) 453-
0597 ext. 14 to pre-register or for more information.   
 
 “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to flight 
and to keep oneself from sin…If you desire peace in your hearts, 
in your homes, and in your country, assemble each evening to 
recite the Rosary. Let not even one day pass without saying it, no 
matter how burdened you may be with many cares and labors.”  

~Pope Pius XI In honor of Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Rosary, we will pray the Rosary in the church during the 
month of October before the weekend Masses.  Rosaries 
can be found in the pews and are free to take.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  Our annual Cemetery Visit 
and Bonfire will be held on Sunday, October 30th at 5:00 
p.m.  All are invited to join us at the Mt. Olive Cemetery as 
we remember those who have died. Our time together will 
include an opportunity for private grave visitation and 
prayer. We will then gather around the bonfire for the 
recitation of the names of the parishioners who have died 
within the past year followed by the Rosary for the Repose 
of Souls. Even if you do not have anyone buried in the 
Cemetery, it is good to come and pray for the repose of 
souls as some have no one to pray for them. The evening 
will end with refreshments. Please bring your rosary (if you 
don’t have one, no worries, we will have extra) and lawn 
chairs. May the faithful departed, by the mercy of God, rest 
in peace! 
 

St. Nicholas Church Bazaar 
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday after 5:15 mass and Sunday, 
November 13 after both masses for parishioners only. 
Thank you to all who have donated to the bazaar. However, 
it’s not too late to make donations. See the page of Quilt 
Raffle Tickets in this weekend’s bulletin. Please place tickets 
and money into an envelope marked Bazaar and place it in 
collection basket.  Call Mary at 740-607-6386. Thank you 
and God bless. 
 
 

What: St. Ann/St. Mary Annual 
Turkey Dinner 

Where: 4th and Chestnut St. 
Dresden, OH 

When: Sunday, November 6th 
Time: 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 (unless food runs out earlier) 
                                  Carry-Out Only 

Menu: Turkey, Dressing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,  
Green Beans, Roll, Applesauce, & Pumpkin Pie 

Cost: Adults $9.00 Children $6.00 
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BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the upcoming 

year. $25.00 each or three tickets for $60.00, drawings 

for tickets are for every day for this next year. If you 

have any questions or concerns, please contact Marvin 

Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, October 16, 2022

OFFERTORY- $8,494.00

EFT $4,987.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $13,481.00

May God bless you for supporting  
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your 

regular offerings. With our electronic giving program, 

you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule. If you 

are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or visit the 

church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 

St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel 

at 10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray 

the Rosary asking Our Lady’s 

Intercession for the needs of our 

nation, community, and parish.  
 

 

 
 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, October 24, St. Anthony Mary Claret 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Ron Miller, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, October 25 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Julia M. Ginikos, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, October 26 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: The Wilson Family Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, October 27 

No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, October 28, Ss. Simon and Jude 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Dixie Kreissl, birthday, Church 
 

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, October 29 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Eileen Gaab, Church 
 

SUNDAY, October 30 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Roger Eppley, anniversary, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of October 24 

Monday Eph 4:32‒5:8 Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday Eph 5:21-33 Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday Eph 6:1-9 Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday Eph 6:10-20 Lk 13:31-35 

Friday Eph 2:19-22 Lk 6:12-16 

Saturday Phil 1:18b-26 Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Sunday Wis 11:22‒2:2 Lk 19:1-10 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

October 29-30, 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time & November 1, All Saints Day 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, October 29 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Mike LaPlante Laurie Harmon 

Margaret Kronenbitter, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, October 30 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Patti Logan Susan Pratt 

Tammy Dovenbarger, Peggy Hill 

Sunday, October 30 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Othello Repuyan Kevin Jones 

Tim Hoffer, Karen Hardman 

Tuesday, November 1 

7:00 p.m. 

 Keena Hansel Tim Hoffer 

Dan & Charlotte Snider 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

For the past thirty years the boys basketball team along with the cheerleaders and girls basketball team has provided Christmas 

for needy children. This program is now called “Christmas on the Hill". 
 

How can you help? 
 

On November 19, 2022, the basketball team will have a drive-up in front of Rosecrans High School set up where you can pick up TATS Pizza 

and salads between 8:00am and 11:00am. This is a great way to have the food you need for the game between OHIO STATE and MICHIGAN 

that starts at noon! 
 

A TATS Pizza form is included with this letter. All you need to do is fill out the form and cut the top portion off and send to Bishop Fenwick 

with a check or cash. You will keep the bottom portion to bring with you the day of pick-up. Please send all orders by November 14, 2022. If 

you have any questions, please call Todd Rock 740-408-1475. 

 

Thank You, 

 

 

Todd Rock 

ROSECRANS BOYS BASKETBALL TAT'S PIZZA FUNDRAISER 

Name:     ________________________________ Phone #:  

Order: 

              Pizza Cheese only # ___________                      $12.00 each 
            Pizza Pepperoni    # ___________                      $12.00 each   

 

              Salad Cheese Italian # _________                        $4.00 each 
            Salad Cheese French # ________                          $4.00 each 

            Salad Cheese Ranch # ________                          $4.00 each                                                                                  

                          Total $           _____________ 
Return top portion and money to Rosecrans, any checks made payable to Bishop Rosecrans High School. 

 

Name: __________________________ Phone  

Order: 

 Pizza Cheese only # $12.00 each  

                       Pizza Pepperoni #                                               $12.00 each  

  

                       Salad Cheese Italian #                                       $4.00 each    __________  

                      Salad Cheese French #                                     $4.00 each    ___________ 
 Salad Cheese Ranch #                             $4.00 each    ___________ 

         Total $         __________ 
Keep the bottom portion of the order form for your record and bring it with you on the day of the delivery. 

Pick-up date: Saturday, November 19th from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Rosecrans High School parking lot. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


