
 32ND  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   November 6, 2022 

This weekend we 

welcome Fr. Thomas Kessler 

who will be celebrating the 

Saturday evening mass.  I 

appreciate his generosity in 

offering to help me out this 

weekend.  Secondly, we will also welcome Fr. Sean Dooley will 

be covering our Sunday morning masses.  Fr. Dooley is a son 

of the parish and is well known here at St. Nicholas.  I am sure 

many will be happy to see him and know that he is doing well.  

Again, I appreciate my friends and brother priests as they visit 

our parish this weekend. 

Tuesday, November 8th is election day.  This is a mid-

term election.  As responsible citizens we acknowledge that we 

have a duty to vote.  As of last Monday, it was reported that 

there was a notable increase in early and mail-in voting.  This 

is a good sign that many are living their patriotic duty.  

Hopefully, voter turnout will be strong.  There are some polls 

already declaring victories in various states etc.  Learning from 

history, these polls have had the reputation of being off.  

Personally, I do not trust the polls.  Thus, I do not pay attention 

to them and go about my duty by voting.  We must be 

committed to our civic duty in voting in every election: 

especially in all mid-term elections.  This mid-term election is 

of great importance since we are electing those who will be 

representing and leading our state.  This is no trivial matter.  If 

you have not already voted, please fulfill your civic duty, and 

cast your vote on Tuesday. 

 This Sunday’s gospel concerns the Sadducees non-belief in 

the resurrection.   This non-belief in the resurrection made me 

wonder why.  This could not be a matter of opinion.  It had to 

be more substantial since the Sadducees were intelligent and 

thoughtful religious leaders who were respected by the people.  

They were not like some people today who voice opinions as 

facts.  This is irritating at least.  With that in mind I did some 

digging.  There had to be a reasonable explanation for their lack 

of this belief.  I think I found an angle. 

  The Sadducees tried to make their point with a hypothetical 

example of a woman who had married seven brothers.  There is 

always something lacking or unstable in hypothetical examples.  

Nevertheless, they claimed that the Law of Moses stated that if 

a man married a woman and died childless, his brother would 

have to marry her and provide a descendent for him.  The first 

brother married a woman but died childless.  Then the second 

and then the third also married and died childless.  In fact, all 

seven had married the woman and died childless.  Their big 

question was, “at the resurrection whose wife will that woman 

be?”  They were consistent with the Law of Moses about the 

brothers marrying the widow.  They could marry the widow 

because there is no resurrection of the dead. 

 Jesus’ initial responded saying they were mistaken about 

both marriage and the resurrection.  Jesus responds in a way 

that the Sadducees could understand. 

 Firstly, they did not believe in the resurrection as well as 

they did not believe in the supernatural, in miracles, in angels, 

or life after death.  At that time Jews did not believe in the 

separate immortality of the soul without the body.  They saw no 

separation of body and soul.  For them the scriptures saw the 

soul and the body as destined to live or die together.  The 

resurrection of the dead must include both the body and soul 

together. 

 The Sadducees believed that the only divinely inspired 

books of the scriptures were the first five books: the Pentateuch.  

(The Five Books of Moses) They did not find the resurrection 

explicitly anywhere in the Pentateuch.  Thus, they argued that 

being married to more than one person at a time is a sin.  If there 

is a resurrection and the next life is heaven, there cannot exist 

sin in heaven.  They concluded that there cannot be a heaven 

because of this sin.  Or if there is a heaven, there cannot be any 

form of polygamy or polyamory; so, no marriages with the 

woman.  They go further in their argument; if there is a 

resurrection, and all the brothers and woman who died came 

back to life again, then there would be polyamory and 

polygamy in heaven.  This cannot be because it is sin, and sin 

does not exist in heaven.  Therefore, the dead do not come back 

to life: there cannot be a resurrection of the dead. 

 In its own way it is a clever argument.  However, Jesus has 

a response.  In the resurrection everything changes.  This goes 

for our human relationships.  For one thing, and this point 

touches the nature of marriage, marriage is about procreation 

and family in this life.  In heaven there is no more procreation.  

When we speak of family, there is no need for family since in 

heaven all are united in perfect love with God.  Marriage is for 

this world.  Marriage is a sign that points to or is a window into 

heaven.  Marriage is not eternal; Heaven is eternal. 

 The Sadducees were mistaken in that they assumed that in 

the resurrection earthly institutions, such as marriage, remain 

the same in heaven.  The Sadducees had ideas that were too 

earthy; limited.  Jesus offered an image of this change in that 

humans are like angels (not angels, but like) in that angels do 

not enter marriages. 

 Jesus second argument comes from the Pentateuch itself.  

Since the Sadducees rely on the divinely inspired Scriptures 

Jesus turns to the Pentateuch and says… “That the dead will 

rise even Moses made known in the passage about the bush, 

when he called out ‘Lord,’ the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob: and he is not God of the dead, but 

of the living, for to him all are alive.”  God is not the God of the 

dead but of the living. 

With that quote in mind, now we understand why 

Jesus uses this passage in his argument with the Sadducees.  It 

makes perfect sense in this confrontation with the Sadducees.  

When Jesus quotes Moses from the book of Exodus, he points 

the Sadducees in the right direction.  He is affirming the 

existence of the resurrection of the dead.  It is not what they 

assumed it to be. 

We can easily get caught up in trying to imagine what 

heaven is like.  The unfortunate part of that is that we only have 

earthly or worldly images.  We cannot imagine something that 

we have no possibility of sensing.  We are woefully limited.  

But we can catch glimpses.  

As a sacrament, the vocation of matrimony is about 

something beyond itself.  The couple has been called to journey 

together to the Kingdom of Heaven.  They are also called to 

help build up the Kingdom of God.  They mutually make 

sacrifices and help each other out of love and faithfulness as 

they bring each other to God.  Plus, they do their best to help 

build up the Kingdom of Heaven by providing more citizens of 

the Kingdom with their children.  Couples often forget this 

priority of their journey together to heaven and building up the 

Kingdom of God with children.  All too often personal benefits 

and comforts prevent them from seeing this great vocation.  
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Perhaps this is another reflection on belief or non-belief in the 

resurrection.  

There is also another consideration.  Without belief in 

resurrection, there are high stakes placed on marriage to be the 

means for personal fulfillment and happiness in this world.  

Many couples believe that marriage is essential to their personal 

happiness.  Personal happiness and fulfillment are considered 

the goal, and marriage is key to this goal.  Unfortunately, this 

places tremendous pressure on marriage to deliver that 

happiness.  This expectation will ultimately result in the 

destruction of marriage.  Just look at the number of divorces 

based on the complaint of unhappiness.  It is a burden that 

marriage, much less another human being can bear. 

Marriage is the starting point of a life together.  

Marriage is oriented to something greater than the couple.  For 

the Catholic Christian, the Sacrament of Matrimony is about the 

Kingdom of God: Salvation.  Marriage is about God and God’s 

plan.  Jesus’ answer to the Sadducees puts it into perspective.  

“The children of this age marry and remarry; but those who are 

deemed worthy to attain the coming age and to the resurrection 

of the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.”  Marriage 

is for this world as the way to Heaven.  Once in heaven, 

marriage is no longer necessary.  The life-giving union of 

husband and wife is a foreshadowing of the fullness of eternal 

life with God.  If there is no resurrection, then marriage is all 

there is.  If that is the case then marriage is whatever you want 

it to be for personal happiness.  Sound familiar? 

If there is a resurrection, then marriage means 

something.  It is given meaning by the one who designed it, 

sustains it, and orients it to its proper end: heaven.  Marriage is 

not heaven, even in the best of marriages, but is rather a means 

to heaven.  As a Sacrament it is about salvation.  Marriage is 

not the goal.  Marriage is about something more: it is about 

heaven: salvation. 

      Have a great week. 

      Father Ralko 

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours 
 

Protecting God's Children for Adults will be offered at St. 
Nicholas on Monday, November 14 at 6:00 p.m. This class is 
estimated to last 3 hours and is required for all adults wishing to 
volunteer in the church or school in any capacity. Register at 
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: Booster 
Mania tickets are available for the upcoming year. $25.00 each or 
three tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every day for 
this next year. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 
Church of the Ascension, 555 S Main St, Johnstown, OH 43031 
will host the Men Of The East for a traveling Holy Hour of 
Eucharistic Adoration on Thursday, November 10th, starting 
at 7:00 pm in the Church. All men of the twelve-parish 
consortium are invited and encouraged to attend this, our final 
Holy Hour.  
After five years of ministry in Knox, Licking, and Muskingum 
counties Men of the East will conclude our service to the Men 
of our three-county consortium with this Holy Hour. Thank 
you to all who have supported, participated, and lead this 
Ministry. The Lord bless and keep you all. 

The Parish Office will be 
closed Friday, November 11 

in observance of Veterans 
Day. 

 
 
 

Three names were 
inadvertently left off 
of the list for All 
Souls’ Day last week. 
 
Wendi R. Decker 
Winifred J. Morosco 
Ronald C. Miller 
 
My sincerest 
apologies to their 
families.  
Dee 

 

 
 

Daughters of Isabella meets Tuesday, November 8th 
at 6:00 p.m. in the St. Nicholas Parish Office. Join us as 
we move forward in a new direction of friendship, faith 
and service.  

 

Saturday, November 12, 
9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for the 
public. On Saturday after 
5:15 mass and Sunday, 
November 13 after both 

masses. It’s not too late to make donations. Items may be 
placed in the church basement, next to the steps. Please 
place quilt raffle tickets and money into an envelope marked 
Bazaar and place it in the collection basket. We also need 
gift cards for stores, restaurants, etc. and baked goods.  Call 
Mary at 740-607-6386 with questions. Thank you and God 
bless. 
 

Parish Breakfast –Sunday, November 13th following the 
8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Mass. Join us for fancy potatoes, 
scrambled eggs, yummy sausage and delightful French toast.  
Breakfast is free. Donations are accepted to support future 
events. See you there! 
 

Attention: Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, please submit your requests for December 
and January by November 15th. Thank you!    
 

Pumpkin Cookies! Courtesy of The Dooley’s, 
ONLY $8.00 PER DOZEN! All proceeds will benefit 
Catholic Social Services’ Payee Services Program. Orders 
due by November 19th. Contact Dave Desender at 1-800-
536- 5057, ext. 102 or ddesender@colscss.org. Orders will 
be available November 22nd-23rd for pickup at the CSS 
Office or delivery arrangements can be made. 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg
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Grief Support, Tuesday, November 15th at 1:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m.  Join us as we discuss the “The Holidays”. The 
holidays can be very difficult for those who grieve. Join 
others as we learn practical ways to navigate the holiday 
season.  
 

Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, October 30, 2022

OFFERTORY- $5,193.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $5,193.00

May God bless you for supporting  
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

The Bishop Strong Fund provides unrestricted funding for the 

Catholic Schools of Zanesville that will be used for the current 

years’ operating needs. All Bishop Strong Fund donations 

stay in Zanesville, are tax deductible and directly benefit our 

current students. If you would like to support the students of 

Bishop Rosecrans and Bishop Fenwick mail a check to Bishop 

Strong Fund, 1040 E. Main St., Zanesville, OH 43701 – go 

to catholicschoolsofzanesville.org and click on the donate 

button or text BISHOPS to 366283. EVERY gift counts!    
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 

St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 

10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray the 

Rosary asking Our Lady’s 

Intercession for the needs of our 

nation, community, and parish.  
 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, November 7 

No Mass today 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, November 8 

No Mass today 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 9, The Dedication of the 

Lateran Basilica 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Karen McElhaney, Church  
 

THURSDAY, November 10, St. Leo the Great, pope 

No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, November 11, St. Martin of Tours 

Parish office closed 

No Mass today 
 

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, November 12, St. Josaphat 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Rita & Bill Wagner, Church 
 

SUNDAY, November 13 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Mary Lou Roessler & Ragine Butler, 

Church 
 

   Readings for Week of November 7 

Monday Ti 1:1-9 Lk 17:1-6 

Tuesday Ti 2:1-8, 11-14 Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 Jn 2:13-22 

Thursday Phlm 7-20 Lk 17:20-25 

Friday 2 Jn 4-9 Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday 3 Jn 5-8 Lk 18:1-8 

Sunday Mal 3:19-20a Lk 21:5-19 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

November 12-13, 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, November 12 

5:15 p.m. 

Kerby Staker Tom Pitcock Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, November 13 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Sue Hillis Tammy Dovenbarger 

Susan Pratt, Peggy Hill 

Sunday, November 13 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Wendy Hart Kevin Jones 

Diane Dunn, Tim Hoffer 

http://thecatholicschoolsofzanesville.org/


 

 
 

For the past thirty years the boys basketball team along with the cheerleaders and girls basketball team has provided 

Christmas for needy children. This program is now called “Christmas on the Hill". 
 

How can you help? 
 

 On November 19, 2022, the basketball team will have a drive-up in front of Rosecrans High School set up where   you can pick up 

TATS Pizza and salads between 8:00am and 11:00am. This is a great way to have the food you need for the game between OHIO 

STATE and MICHIGAN that starts at noon! 
 

A TATS Pizza form is included with this letter. All you need to do is fill out the form and cut the top portion off and send to Bishop 

Fenwick with a check or cash. You will keep the bottom portion to bring with you the day of pick-up. Please send all orders by 

November 14, 2022. If you have any questions, please call Todd Rock 740-408-1475. 
 

Thank You, 

 

 

Todd Rock 

                     ROSECRANS BOYS BASKETBALL TAT'S PIZZA FUNDRAISER 

Name:     ________________________________ Phone #:  

Order: 

             Pizza Cheese only # ___________                      $15.00 each 
             Pizza Pepperoni    # ___________                      $15.00 each   
 
             Salad Cheese Italian # _________                     $5.00 each 
             Salad Cheese French # ________                        $5.00 each 

             Salad Cheese Ranch # ________                         $5.00 each                                                                                  

                          Total $           _____________ 
Return top portion and money to Rosecrans, any checks made payable to Bishop Rosecrans High School. 

 

Name: __________________________ Phone  

Order: 

         Pizza Cheese only # ___________                      $15.00 each 
              Pizza Pepperoni    # ___________                      $15.00 each   
 
              Salad Cheese Italian # _________                     $5.00 each 
              Salad Cheese French # ________                       $5.00 each 

              Salad Cheese Ranch # ________                        $5.00 each                                                                                  

                          Total $           _____________ 
 

 

 

 

Keep the bottom portion of the order form for your record and bring it with you on the day of the delivery. Pick-up date: 

Saturday, November 19th from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Rosecrans High School parking lot. 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 


