
 33RD  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   November 13, 2022 

As we begin the month of 

November, we find ourselves 

coming to the end of the 

Liturgical Year of the 

Church.  The Church Year 

concludes with the Feast of 

Christ the King on Sunday November 20.  As we consider the 

end of the Church Year, we also look at the end times; the 

coming of the Kingdom of God in its fullness at the end of time; 

when Christ establishes His eternal reign.  During these days 

we also we recall our beloved deceased and most especially 

those who have died this past year.  We noted their names in 

our petitions last weekend.  May their souls and all the souls of 

the faithfully departed rest in peace. 

 With a thought about our beloved deceased, I would like to 

bring up a topic that is getting more attention about funeral 

practices.  I am speaking more explicitly about cremation and 

the internment of cremated remains.  This is something that has 

continued to resurface over the last several years.  It is also a 

topic that has been addressed by the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith (CDF).  I thought that it would be good to 

write about this topic here. 

 The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith a document 

titled “Ad Resurgendum cum Christo (To Rise with Christ), an 

instruction on the burial of the deceased and the conservation 

of the ashes in the case of cremation. 

 The instruction, approved by Pope Francis on March 18 and 

promulgated on August 15, the feast of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, was made public on October 25, 2016.  

Its two-fold purpose is to emphasize “the doctrinal and pastoral 

reason for the preference of the burial of the remains of the 

faithful and to set out norms pertaining to the conversation of 

ashes in the case of cremation.” 

 The Church first permitted creation in 1963, which was 

noted in the document; “the practice of cremation has notably 

increased in many countries, but simultaneously new ideas 

contrary to the Church’s faith have also become widespread,” 

the Congregation noted. 

 “Following the most ancient Christian tradition, the 

Church insistently recommends that the bodies of the deceased 

be buried in cemeteries or other sacred places,” the document 

acknowledged.  Continuing; In memory of the death, burial and 

resurrection of the Lord, the mystery that illumines the 

Christian meaning of death, burial is above all the most fitting 

way to express faith and hope in the resurrection of the body.” 

 The Congregation continued with these very important 

words: “By burying the bodies of the faithful, the Church 

confirms her faith in the resurrection of the body and intends to 

show the great dignity of the human body as an integral part of 

the human person whose body forms part of their identity. The 

Church cannot, therefore, condone attitudes or permit rites that 

involve erroneous ideas about death, such as considering death 

as the definitive annihilation of the person, or the moment of 

fusion with Mother Nature or the universe, or as a stage in the 

cycle of regeneration, or as the definitive liberation from the 

‘prison’ of the body… 

 The burial of the faithful departed in cemeteries or 

other sacred places encourages family member and the whole 

Christian community to pray for them and remember the dead, 

while at the same time fostering the veneration of martyrs and 

saints. 

Turning to cremation, the Congregation established: 

• “In circumstances when cremation is chosen because 

of sanitary, economic or social considerations, this 

choice must never violate the explicitly-stated or the 

reasonably inferable wishes of the deceased faithful.” 

• “The Church continues to prefer the practice of 

burying the bodies of the deceased, because this shows 

a greater esteem towards the deceased. Nevertheless, 

cremation is not prohibited, unless it was chosen for 

reasons contrary to Christian doctrine.” 

• “When, for legitimate motives, cremation of the body 

has been chosen, the ashes of the faithful must be laid 

to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery or, in 

certain cases, in a church or an area, which has been 

set aside for this purpose, and so dedicated by the 

competent ecclesial authority.” 

• “The conservation of the ashes of the departed in a 

domestic residence is not permitted” except in “grave 

and exceptional cases dependent on cultural 

conditions of a localized nature” with permission of 

the bishop. “Nonetheless, the ashes may not be divided 

among various family members and due respect must 

be maintained regarding the circumstances of such a 

conservation.” 

• “In order that every appearance of pantheism, 

naturalism or nihilism be avoided, it is not permitted 

to scatter the ashes of the faithful departed in the air, 

on land, at sea or in some other way, nor may they be 

preserved in mementos, pieces of jewelry or other 

objects.” 

“When the deceased notoriously has requested cremation and 

the scattering of their ashes for reasons contrary to the 

Christian faith, a Christian funeral must be denied to that 

person according to the norms of the law,” the Congregation 

concluded. 

 The beautiful aspect of the Rite of Christian Burial is that it 

leads the faithful through the difficult time of loss and grief.  

The Ritual takes the bereaved through the process.  As I would 

like to say, it gets us from point A to point B.  It effectively and 

with gentle firmness gets the faithful through this difficult time.  

The Rite is an explicate act of faith: our deeply held belief in 

the promise of eternal life in Christ.  The added beauty is that 

we do not have to do anything to the Rite to make it more 

meaningful.  The fullness of meaning is already embedded in 

the Rites. 

 The Rite of Christian Burial is Christ-centered.  This is the 

core of our faith.  Jesus Christ is the source, the way, and the 

final destination of our lives.  This being so, we let go and 

release our beloved deceased into the loving arms of our Lord.  

We must let go, which at times is not easy to do.  The Rites lead 

us through this necessary process of letting go. We do this with 

faith, trusting in the mercy and salvation granted in our loving 

Savior: Jesus Christ.  The Rite of Christian Burial leads us to 

letting go in faith as it concludes at the cemetery. 

 When it comes to cremated remains, we must clearly 

understand the importance of the burial of the deceased’s 

remains.  In the case of cremation, the remains do not become 

a personal possession or a memento.  We believe that the 
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deceased has always belonged to the Lord in this life and most 

especially in death.  In the same manner we would never 

consider keeping the bodily remains of another.  We should not 

consider keeping the ashes of another. 

 It is best to think about these matters now when there are no 

emotional pressures.  It is best to consider these things when we 

are calm and rational.  It is difficult to make important decisions 

in the middle of an emotional maelstrom.  Emotions tend to be 

raw at the time of the death of a loved one and tend to 

compromise good clear thinking.  We are also reminded that 

emotionally stressful times are a time for faith which is clarified 

and strengthened during calm rational times.  When we find 

ourselves is stressful times we must cling to our faith even when 

we find it inconvenient.  The Church is a “Rock” and we have 

good reason to trust her clear and solid thinking in these matters.  

Please give this matter your due consideration.  This is 

important especially when we live in a time when there are 

different ideas and agendas in regard to death and “burial” that 

are not in line with the expressions of our Catholic Christian 

Faith. 

   Please keep our beloved deceased in your prayers. 

             Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours 

 
Parish Breakfast –Sunday, November 13th following the 
8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Mass. Join us for fancy potatoes, 
scrambled eggs, yummy sausage and delightful French toast.  
Breakfast is free. Donations are accepted to support future 
events. See you there! 

 
Protecting God's Children for Adults will be offered at St. 
Nicholas on Monday, November 14 at 6:00 p.m. This class is 
estimated to last 3 hours and is required for all adults wishing to 
volunteer in the church or school in any capacity. Register at 
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg 
 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 
Booster Mania tickets are available for the upcoming year. 

$25.00 each or three tickets for $60.00, 
drawings for tickets are for every day for this 
next year. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Marvin Paul at 740-
819-3429. 

 

October Booster Mania Winners: $100- Donna 
Middaugh, $25- Rita Wion, Marvin Paul, Bernice Sigrist, 
David & Lynda Sutton, Carol May, Chris Zemba, Rob 
Thuma, Mary Ann Nash and Diane Kolopajlo 
 

Attention: Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, please submit your requests for December 
and January by November 15th. Thank you!    
 
 
 
 
 

Pumpkin Cookies! Courtesy of The Dooley’s, 
ONLY $8.00 PER DOZEN! All proceeds will benefit 
Catholic Social Services’ Payee Services Program. Orders 
due by November 19th. Contact Dave Desender at 1-800-
536- 5057, ext. 102 or ddesender@colscss.org. Orders will 
be available November 22nd-23rd for pickup at the CSS 
Office or delivery arrangements can be made. 
 
Grief Support, Tuesday, November 15th at 1:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m.  Join us as we discuss the “The Holidays”. The 
holidays can be very difficult for those who grieve. Join 
others as we learn practical ways to navigate the holiday 
season.  
 

THE GIVING TREE 
Every Advent we place a Giving 

Tree in the Church vestibule. It 

contains paper ornaments with gift 

items to be purchased for needy 

families. This year we will be giving 

the gifts to the Muskingum Valley 

Clinic for children, Heartbeats, 

Transitions, and our own homebound St. Nicholas Parishioners. 

Please pick an ornament, buy the requested item, wrap and 

securely fasten the ornament tag to the package. All packages 

must be returned to the church by December 18th. You are 

always so generous, and we thank you for helping others this 

holiday. 
 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Bishop Rosecrans High School is 
hiring a Full-time Evening Janitor. Bishop Fenwick 
Elementary is hiring a Full-time Middle School English 
Language Arts Teacher and a Part-time Receptionist for 
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday, 7:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Please 
contact Kelly Sagan at ksagan@cdeducation.org if you or 
someone you know might be interested. 
 

BISHOP FENWICK FUNDRAISER: Bishop Fenwick 8th 
grade class will be traveling to Chicago for their 2023 school 
field trip. The 8th grade class will be selling Holiday 
Poinsettias to help raise funds for the trip to Chicago. If you 
would like to help the 8th grade class, please visit 
https://app.fundraiseit.org/shop.php?code=16C167  
to purchase your Holiday Poinsettias. 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS BAZAAR: We are again having 
the annual Bishop Rosecrans Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, 
December 3 from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Bishop 
Rosecrans High School. We will have vendors with arts and 
crafts, jewelry, baked goods, and so much more – something 
for everyone on your Christmas List. We will also have a full 
concession stand with homemade soups and sandwiches. 
For more information, contact us via email at 
holidaybazaarbrhs@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg
https://app.fundraiseit.org/shop.php?code=16C167
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Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, November 6, 2022

OFFERTORY- $9,979.00

EFT $5,992.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $15,971.00

May God bless you for supporting your parish  
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: 

stnickparish.org. 
 

The Bishop Strong Fund provides unrestricted funding for the 

Catholic Schools of Zanesville that will be used for the current 

years’ operating needs. All Bishop Strong Fund donations 

stay in Zanesville, are tax deductible and directly benefit our 

current students. If you would like to support the students of 

Bishop Rosecrans and Bishop Fenwick mail a check to Bishop 

Strong Fund, 1040 E. Main St., Zanesville, OH 43701 – go 

to catholicschoolsofzanesville.org and click on the donate 

button or text BISHOPS to 366283. EVERY gift counts!    
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their loved 

ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 

that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 

10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray the 

Rosary asking Our Lady’s 

Intercession for the needs of our 

nation, community, and parish.  
 

 
 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, November 14 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Shirley Knox & Irene Dillon, Church  

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, November 15, St. Albert the Great  

8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Jo Dooley, Church  

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 16, St. Margaret of Scotland 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church  
 

THURSDAY, November 17, St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, November 18, The Dedication of the 

Basilicas of Ss. Peter and Paul, Apostles 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Anne Blake, Church  
 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  

KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
 

SATURDAY, November 19 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Sandy Young, anniversary, Church 
 

SUNDAY, November 20 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Religious Education, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Dan Rapol, anniversary, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of November 14 

Monday Rv 1:1-4, 2:1-5 Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday Rv 3:1-6, 14-22 Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday Rv 4:1-11 Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday Rv 5:1-10 Lk 19:41-44 

Friday Rv 10:8-11 Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday Rv 11:4-12 Lk 20:27-40 

Sunday 2 Sm 5:1-3 Lk 23:35-43 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

November 19-20, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, November 19 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Keena Hansel Laurie Harmon 

Margaret Kronenbitter, Karen Robinson 

Sunday, November 20 

8:15 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Patti Logan Dan Sylvester 

Sue & Jim Hillis 

Sunday, November 20 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell  Diana Hoffer Kevin Jones 

Claire Tiberio, Karen Hardman 

http://thecatholicschoolsofzanesville.org/


 
 


