
 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
   November 27, 2022 

 This Sunday we 

celebrate the First Sunday of 

Advent.  We also return to the 

beginning of the three-year cycle 

of readings for the Sunday 

Liturgy.  This year we will read primarily from the Gospel of 

St. Matthew for the Sunday Liturgies with occasional passages 

from the Gospel of St. John; most notable during the season of 

Lent.  Considering this little bit of information, it may be a good 

suggestion to read the Gospel of St. Matthew for spiritual 

reading throughout the year.  Whatever we can do to better 

prepare ourselves to participate in the Sunday Liturgy is well 

worth our time and effort.  The words of St. Jerome continue to 

resound in our minds and hearts…” Ignorance of Scripture is 

ignorance of Christ.”  Let us welcome the Word made Flesh 

into our lives with a thoughtful reading of the Gospels. 

Since we will be reading through the Gospel of St. 

Matthew, I thought that I could offer a couple details that I 

thought were interesting.  For starters, most people presume that 

the reason Matthew is the first of the Gospels listed in the New 

Testament is because it was the first Gospel written.  That is not 

the case.  The reason why St. Matthew is listed first in the New 

Testament is because it is the longest of the synoptic gospels. 

Matthew’s primary audience is the Jewish converts to 

Christianity.  Many of the images, stories, and prophetic 

references are found in the Old Testament and are well known 

and expressed in their traditions.  Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus 

traces his linage back to Abraham, leading to David, the 

Babylonian Exile then to the birth of the Messiah.  We see in 

Jesus Christ the fulfillment of the Covenants God entered with 

his people. 

Along with Luke, Matthew has an Infancy Narrative.  

Matthew’s narrative is filled with the imagery of the Birth of 

the King.  The birth of Jesus takes place in the city of David.  

He is the fulfillment of the promise God made to David that his 

descendant shall sit upon his throne forever.  The Magi or the 

three Kings come looking for the new-born King of the Jews.  

Their search put Herod and the kingdom of the Romans into a 

panic.  King Herod responds to the words of the Magi with a 

fearful intent: the child must be killed.  The new-born King of 

the Jews will be opposed by the kingdoms of the world.  It starts 

at the very beginning. 

Jesus is the New-born King of the Jews in the line of 

King David.  King David received a promise from God that his 

throne would last forever.  However, in the genealogy there is 

a gap of fourteen generations from the Babylonian Exile to the 

Messiah.  During this time there was no Jewish king.  The land 

was ruled by other kingdoms, the last of which was the Romans.  

The fulfillment of the promise made to David seems to have 

been forgotten and unfulfilled.  Jesus is the king, Son of David, 

who has come to establish his kingdom which will last forever. 

The panic and murderous intent of King Herod mirrors 

the story of the birth of Moses. Pharoah is threatened by the 

Israelites who are growing in number.  He seeks to reduce them 

to slavery and by ordering that all the male babies be put to 

death.  Matthew links Jesus to Moses.  Just as Moses was saved, 

Jesus is saved as well from murderous rulers.  Thus, Jesus is the 

New Moses; the law giver.  Jesus is both King and Lawgiver. 

Because of King Herod’s threat, Joseph takes the child 

Jesus and his mother to Egypt until King Herod’s death.  After 

Herod’s death Joseph leads his family back to Israel and settles 

in the city of Nazareth.  Just as the Israelites leave Egypt as a 

nation, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph leave Egypt.  They cross the 

desert and arrive in Jerusalem.  With Jesus at the center, we 

have the new people of God.  In time, Jesus will declare the 

presence of the Kingdom of God. 

Matthew continues to play on the theme of Jesus as the 

new-born king of the Jews in the line of David.  In his first 

public proclamation, Jesus declares the Kingdom of God is at 

hand.  This proclamation puts Jesus in opposition to the 

kingdoms of this world. 

After his baptism Jesus goes to the desert for forty days 

and nights (this echoes again Israel’s passing through the Red 

Sea into the desert for forty years).  Jesus is tempted by the devil 

who is labeled as the ruler of this world who offers Jesus all the 

kingdoms of the world.  The devil and the kingdoms of the 

world rise in opposition to Jesus. 

Jesus’ first address to the people is the code of conduct 

for the Kingdom: The Beatitudes.  Every kingdom has its laws 

declared by their king.  Jesus’ first teaching is the Sermon on 

the Mount.  Here we see Jesus as the New Moses; the lawgiver.  

Jesus sets forth the law of the Kingdom.  The Beatitudes are the 

law of the land in the Kingdom of God.  This is the nature of 

the Kingdom.  A Kingdom of the Blessed who live this new 

law. 

Jesus continues to reveal the Kingdom of God in his 

teachings and in the miracles he performed.  When Jesus is 

asked by the disciples of John the Baptist if he was the one who 

is to come, he told the disciples of John in response by telling 

John what they see.  Report to John that the deaf hear, the blind 

see, the lame walk, the dead are raised, sins are forgiven and the 

poor have the good news proclaimed to them.  In the prophecies 

of the scriptures, these details point to Jesus as the Messiah.  He 

has come to restore creation and establish the Kingdom of God.  

Sin and the consequences of sin will be conquered and creation 

is restored. 

At the end of his public ministry Jesus triumphantly 

enters Jerusalem.  The irony here is that he enters the city riding 

on a donkey.  He does not enter the city as a King riding a 

chariot or a war-horse and an entourage of soldiers.  He rides a 

donkey and the people wave palm branches.  When Jesus is 

arrested, he is brought before the worldly rulers escorted by a 

military detail.  He is brought to the powerful people of this 

world: Pontius Pilate, and Herod.  He is condemned to death 

under the authority of the Romans.  He is again escorted to his 

death by a military detail.  His “throne” is the cross with the 

declaration above his head, “This is the King of the Jews.”  At 

his tomb he has a military guard at the entrance.  The guards are 

at their posts guarding the Royal Palace.  On the morning of the 

resurrection, the centurions ironically deliver the message of the 

resurrection to their superiors.  Matthew has similarities and 

contrasts that can be looked at as a literary mockery of the 

kingdoms of this world. 

The Kingdom of God is different from the kingdoms 

of this world.  Kingdoms have their Kings.  Where Jesus is 

present, there is the Kingdom of God.  Jesus is with us always 

and thus his kingdom is always present.  However, since we still 

live in a sinful world the Kingdom of God is present but it is not 

present in its perfection.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we have 

a mission to make his Kingdom present.  We also look forward 

to the fullness of the Kingdom at the end of time. 

In this world we experience the opposition that Jesus 

himself experienced.  “Blessed are you when men revile you 
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and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 

in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.”  Matthew 5:11. 

“Blessed” is the sign of the Kingdom of God and the 

“Blessed” do not find a warm welcome in a sinful world.  The 

good news is that the world as we know it will pass away, but 

the Kingdom of God will last forever.  This is where the 

“Blessed” will live forever.  Jesus Christ has established His 

Kingdom and has given us a law and the means to live as the 

Blessed.  As we read through the Gospel of St. Matthew this 

year, may we find inspiration and encouragement to live as the 

“Blessed” of the Kingdom of God. 

                    Have a blessed Advent Season. 

               Father Ralko 
     

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Josephine Kocoloski 

 
 
St. Nicholas Day Dinner! Please join us for 
dinner on Saturday, December 3 following 
the 5:15 p.m. Mass as we celebrate our 
Patron Saint Nicholas featuring traditional 
German foods. All are invited!   

 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS:  
Booster Mania tickets are available for the 
upcoming year. $25.00 each or three 
tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets are 
for every day for this next year. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact 
Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 

 
 

THE GIVING TREE 
Every Advent we place a Giving 

Tree in the Church vestibule. It 

contains paper ornaments with gift 

items to be purchased for needy 

families. This year we will be giving 

the gifts to the Muskingum Valley 

Clinic for children, Heartbeats, 

Transitions, and our own homebound St. Nicholas Parishioners. 

Please pick an ornament, buy the requested item, wrap and 

securely fasten the ornament tag to the package. All packages 

must be returned to the church by December 18th. You are 

always so generous, and we thank you for helping others this 

holiday. 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY: Bishop Fenwick Elementary is 
hiring a Fulltime Middle School English Language Arts 
Teacher.  If you or someone you know might be interested. 
please contact Kelly Sagan at ksagan@cdeducation.org  
 
 

The Daughters of Isabella is transitioning into a new 
women’s group. Please join us as we move in a new 
direction of service, friendship, and faith. All women aged 16 
and up are welcome to join us. The next meeting is Tuesday, 
December 13th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish 
Office.   
  
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration: All are encouraged 
to participate in Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, Decem-
ber 2nd. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin 
immediately after 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. If 
you can commit to an offering an hour of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament during Eucharistic Adoration, please 
contact the parish office at (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or 
pboggs@stnickparish.org 
 

The next Pre-Jordan class is Tuesday, November 29th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for 
parents and sponsors of infants and small children who are 
to be baptized. Please call 453-0597 to register. 
 

 
We will have vendors with arts and crafts, jewelry, baked 
goods, and so much more – something for everyone on your 
Christmas List. We will also have a full concession stand 
with homemade soups and sandwiches. For more in-
formation, contact us at holidaybazaarbrhs@gmail.com.  
 

Catalyst Night Youth Ministry News! 
Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, 
December 4th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the Na-
tional Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-
ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 
prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. 
Nicholas youth event. Parents are welcome!   
 

JOB OPENING –There is a job opening at St Thomas Aquinas 
Parish for a Housekeeper beginning January 2023. Duties will in-
clude housekeeping responsibilities in the rectory, altar linens for 
the church and other light duties in the parish office, church and 
Activity Center. The position is hourly and will ideally be struc-
tured for 7 hours per day for 4 days per week, but this schedule 
can be adjusted to meet the needs of an applicant. If you are in-
terested in the position, please either submit a résumé to Michael 
Morris at mmorris@saintthomaszanesville.org or call the Parish 
Office at 740-453-3301, ext. 121. 
 

MESSIAH CONCERT - Handel's oratorio "Messiah" will be 
presented on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 6:00 p.m. at Central Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 62 South Seventh Street. It will last 
approximately two and a half hours. A free-will-offering will be 
taken up. Friends and neighbors of many religions will be 
participating in the chorus and orchestra. You are invited to this 
beautiful ecumenical concert. 
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Due to a publishing deadline, the Church 
Support numbers will not be available for 

this bulletin 
May God Bless you for supporting your parish! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 
St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 
offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily set 
up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving on a 
weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year 
or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or 
visit the church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

The Bishop Strong Fund provides unrestricted funding 
for the Catholic Schools of Zanesville that will be used for 
the current years’ operating needs. All Bishop Strong Fund 
donations stay in Zanesville, are tax deductible and directly 
benefit our current students. If you would like to support 
the students of Bishop Rosecrans and Bishop Fenwick mail 
a check to Bishop Strong Fund, 1040 E. Main St.,  
Zanesville, OH 43701. Click on the donate button at 
catholicschoolsofzanesville.org and or text BISHOPS to 
366283. EVERY gift counts!    
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 
serving our country currently and with their loved 
ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 
that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 
Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 
10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray the 
Rosary asking Our Lady’s 
Intercession for the needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, November 28 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Brian Sullivan, anniversary, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, November 29 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Dee Joseph, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, November 30, St. Andrew, Apostle 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, December 1 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, December 2 
Office is closed today 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Brian Sullivan, birthday, Church 

8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Adoration of the Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

2ND SUNDAY ADVENT 
 

SATURDAY, December 3 
4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Marilou Ehleiter Tice, Church 

6:15 p.m., St. Nicholas Day Dinner, Church 
 

SUNDAY, December 4 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Dick Shawger, anniversary, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of November 28 

Monday Is $:2-6 Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday Is 11:1-10 Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday Rom 10:9-18 Mt 4:18-22 

Thursday Is 26:1-6 Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday Is 29:17-24 Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26 Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 5-8 

Sunday Is 11:1-10 Mt 3:1-12 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

December 3 & 4, First Sunday in Advent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, December 3 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Nichole Hannahs  Karen Robinson 

Margaret Kronenbitter & Scott Peterson 

Sunday, December 4 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Rocky Rowe  Joan Kocoloski 

Tammy Dovenbarger & Phil Kocoloski 

Sunday, December 4 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Keena Hansel Kevin Jones 

Diana Dunn & Tim Hoffer 
 

http://thecatholicschoolsofzanesville.org/

