
 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
   December 4, 2022 

 Today we celebrate the 

Second Sunday of Advent.  This 

year Advent is the longest in the 

liturgical cycle since Christmas 

falls on a Sunday.  So, we have 

optimal time to prepare for the celebration of Christmas.  As 

noted, before we have begun the Advent Season as well as a 

new Liturgical Year.  This year we will be reading primarily 

from the Gospel of St. Matthew for the Sunday Liturgies.  It 

would be a good and holy practice to give an attentive reading 

of St. Matthew’s Gospel as personal spiritual reading this year.  

Of the three synoptic gospels (Mt, Mk, and Lk) Matthew has 

been traditionally the more popular gospel for reading.  

Matthew is noted by its readability.  Again, try to spend some 

time with Matthew throughout the year. 

 There is something wonderful to consider as we focus on 

the Gospels for Spiritual Reading.  The reading of Sacred 

Scripture, especially the Gospels, is the greatest foundation for 

a sound spiritual life.  There are many benefits that are seen 

and unseen with the reading of the Scriptures.  Spiritually 

speaking, we must remember that all scripture is inspired by 

the Holy Spirit.  This is the same Holy Spirit that is the Soul of 

the Church.  This is the same Holy Spirit we received in the 

Sacraments of Initiation.  This is the same Holy Spirit that the 

priest calls down upon our gifts of bread and wine at the 

consecration of the mass.  This is the same Holy Spirit that 

hovered over the waters at the dawn of creation.  And most 

especially, this is the same Holy Spirit who descended upon 

the Blessed Virgin Mary resulting in the Word Incarnate. This 

is the Holy Spirit we invoke when we prepare to prayerfully 

read the Sacred Scriptures. 

 When we read and pray with Sacred Scripture, we are 

profoundly united with Christ and His Church.  Pressing it a 

little further we can say that when we pray with the Scriptures 

that the mystery of the Incarnation takes place within us as 

individuals and as the Church.  This is another reason we can 

say that the Church is the Body of Christ in the world.  As 

individuals and as Church, we desire to be faithful disciples 

growing in the likeness of Christ.  The Scriptures, with the 

Sacraments, have the power to reconfigure our lives to be 

more like Christ.  Again, this is the power of the Holy Spirit.  

In the power of the Holy Spirit, we are united with Christ and 

His Church: we become His presence in the world.  This is 

particularly evident when the Church prays with the Scriptures 

in the Liturgy of the Hours and at the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass.  The Church is profoundly herself when she prays with 

the scriptures. 

 An interesting thing to note and to reflect upon from the 

very beginning of Matthew’s Gospel is the name to be given 

to the child to be born.  The Angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream, revealing that the child was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit and that he shall be named “Emmanuel” which 

means “God is with us.”  This is revealed in the beginning of 

Matthew.  At the conclusion of the Gospel, we read in the last 

verses: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.”  There appears to be “bookends” in 

Matthew.  “God is with us” and “I am with you always.”  Jesus 

Christ, the Word Incarnate, is God with us: always with us. 

We have also read during the closing days of the last 

Liturgical year words about the end of the ages.  We heard the 

words, which are found in St. Luke (as well as in Mt and Mk) 

… “Heaven and earth with pass away but my word will not 

pass away.”  (Mt 24-35) These words echo and fulfill similar 

words that we hear from the Prophet Isaiah: “The grass 

withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 

forever.” (40:8). This is a wonderful consolation and 

encouragement.  We are never alone when we have the Word 

of God with us. 

If we were to consider further the beginning of 

Scripture itself, from the Book of Genesis.  We hear the words 

“…and God said ‘let there be light’.”  God speaks and 

creation takes place.  The word of God that is spoken brings 

creation into being.  The Word creates and gives life to all 

creation.  There is creative, life-giving power in the Word of 

God.  The pinnacle of God’s creation is the human being 

created in the Image and Likeness of God.  Of all creation, it is 

the human being who can receive the Word of God, who can 

understand it, and freely accept or reject it.  It is the human 

being, created in the likeness of God, who can come to know 

Him through His Word (Scripture and the Incarnation).  It is 

the human being, created in the image of God who is also able 

to love God through His Word. 

It is the human being who is not only called into 

being, but also the most capable of all creation to receive the 

Word of God and contemplate the Word.  Unlike the rest of 

creation, there is something very important about our being 

created in the Image and Likeness of God that draws us to the 

Word of God.  As rational creatures, it is the human being 

who has the ability to contemplate God’s Word: The Incarnate 

Word.  As we welcome the Word of God, we allow the Word 

(Jesus Christ) to transform our lives.  Because we have Free 

Will, we can welcome an ongoing transformation of our lives 

with the Word of God to be more like Christ.  The opposite is 

also true; we can close ourselves to the Word of God; 

discounting or denying its power to transform our lives.  The 

Word of God is a tremendous gift freely offered to all who 

freely open their minds and hearts to receive it.  This gift is no 

less than Jesus Christ for the life of the world. 

Last Wednesday we celebrated the Feast of St. 

Andrew the Apostle.  Jesus call Andrew along with his brother 

Peter who were fisherman.  Jesus said; “Come follow me and I 

will make you fishers of men.”  Andrew was invited to follow 

Jesus.  He followed him all the way to the cross and 

resurrection.  He spent his time listening and watching Jesus.  

In a way, during this time Jesus gave him the gift of himself.  

Secondly, Jesus “made” him fisher of men.  Jesus transformed 

and redefined his life.  Without Jesus, Andrew would have 

remained just a fisherman.  Andrew would have remained and 

defined who he is in this world.  Jesus however, promised to 

redefine Andrew’s life.  Jesus who knows what is truly for our 

good can be trusted to define our lives.  Out of his great love 

for us, Jesus can define our lives for our genuine good.  When 

we try to define, give meaning, and purpose to our lives we 

always fall short.  We ultimately remain of this world; 

worldly.  Andrew trusted Jesus’ call.  Jesus redefined his 

identity.  Thus, St. Andrew was and is a great Apostle and 

Saint. 

We have this great opportunity to better prepare 

ourselves for the celebration of Christmas.  We can 

contemplate the Incarnation and share in this great mystery of 
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our faith.  We are assured that we will be drawn deeper into 

the mystery by the power of the Holy Spirit as we devoutly 

read the Sacred Scriptures, the Word of God.  And as St. 

Andrew, we pray that Jesus will transform and define our lives 

in service to Him and His Church. 

  Have a profitable Second Week of Advent. 

  Father Ralko 

NOTE WELL: Thursday is the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception.  It is the Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass times 

will be on Thursday: 8:10 am with both Bishop Fenwick and 

Bishop Rosecrans students in attendance.  And Mass will also 

be offered in the evening at 7:00 pm.  

 

Times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation this week. 
Tuesday, December 6th: 6:30 – 7:30 pm. 

Friday, December 9th: 10:00 am – 11:00. 

Saturday, December 10th: 11:00 – 12:00 (noon). 

 
     

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We welcome into the Church the recently Baptized: 
Ayers Thomas Burkhart the son of  

Ian & Allison (Hines) Burkhart 
 

 

St. Nicholas Day Dinner Please join us for 
dinner on Saturday, December 3rd following 
the 5:15 p.m. Mass as we celebrate our 
Patron Saint Nicholas featuring traditional 
German foods. All are invited!    
 

 
 

THE GIVING TREE 
Every Advent we place a Giving 

Tree in the Church vestibule. It 

contains paper ornaments with gift 

items to be purchased for needy 

families. This year we will be giving 

the gifts to the Muskingum Valley 

Clinic for children, Heartbeats, 

Transitions, and our own homebound St. Nicholas Parishioners. 

Please pick an ornament, buy the requested item, wrap and 

securely fasten the ornament tag to the package. All packages 

must be returned to the church by December 18th. You are 

always so generous, and we thank you for helping others this 

holiday. 
 
 

MESSIAH CONCERT - Handel's oratorio "Messiah" will be 
presented on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 6:00 p.m. at Central Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 62 South Seventh Street. It will last 
approximately two and a half hours. A free-will-offering will 
be taken up. Friends and neighbors of many religions will be 
participating in the chorus and orchestra. You are invited to 
this beautiful ecumenical concert. 
 
 
 

Catalyst Night Youth Ministry News! 
Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, 
December 4th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the Na-
tional Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-
ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 
prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. 
Nicholas youth event. Parents are welcome!   
 
 
The Daughters of Isabella is transitioning into a new 
women’s group. Please join us as we move in a new direction 
of service, friendship, and faith. All women aged 16 and up are 
welcome to join us. The next meeting is Tuesday, December 
13th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office.   
 
 
Please join us for a Parish Breakfast Sunday, December 
11th following the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. We know 
some of you left last month because the line was so long 
and slow. Please come back and give us another chance.   
We’ve changed some things and believe the line will move 
much faster. We will still have the same great food:  
scrambled eggs, sausage, Nancy’s fancy potatoes and Kelly’s 
yummy french toast. See you there! 
 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study  beginning  January 17th 
at 10:00 a.m. in the parish office. Join us as we study 
“REVELATION THE KINDOM YET TO COME” 
Discover what the mysterious figures and images of 
Revelation mean in this 11-week study. Books are $30.00 
and include online access to the videos.  Please register for 
this exciting study by calling  (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or e-
mail pboggs@stnickparish.org   Registration closes January 
2nd to ensure your book is delivered on time. 
 

 BISHOP ROSECRANS 
ATHLETIC BOOSTER MANIA 
TICKETS are available for the 
upcoming year. $25.00 each or three 
tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets 
are for every day for this next year. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 
 

JOB OPENING –There is a job opening at St Thomas Aquinas 
Parish for a Housekeeper beginning January 2023. Duties will in-
clude housekeeping responsibilities in the rectory, altar linens for 
the church and other light duties in the parish office, church and 
Activity Center. The position is hourly. If you are interested in the 
position, please either submit a résumé to Michael Morris at 
mmorris@saintthomaszanesville.org or call the Parish Office at 
740-453-3301, ext. 121. 
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Church Support
                                                                    Sunday, November 27, 2022

OFFERTORY- $5,830.00

EFT $0.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $5,830.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 
St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 
offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily set 
up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving on a 
weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year 
or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or 
visit the church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

The Bishop Strong Fund provides unrestricted funding 
for the Catholic Schools of Zanesville that will be used for 
the current years’ operating needs. All Bishop Strong Fund 
donations stay in Zanesville, are tax deductible and directly 
benefit our current students. If you would like to support 
the students of Bishop Rosecrans and Bishop Fenwick mail 
a check to Bishop Strong Fund, 1040 E. Main St.,  
Zanesville, OH 43701. Click on the donate button at 
catholicschoolsofzanesville.org and or text BISHOPS to 
366283. EVERY gift counts!    
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 
serving our country currently and with their loved 
ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 
that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 
Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 
10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray the 
Rosary asking Our Lady’s 
Intercession for the needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, December 5 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Brian Sullivan, anniversary, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, December 6, St. Nicholas 
8:00 a.m., Mass: William C. Kohler, anniversary, Church 

6:30-7:30 p.m., Confessions, Church 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 7, St. Ambrose 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Steven Baum, birthday, Church  

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, December 8, THE IMMACUALTE 

CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Karen McElhaney, Church 

7:00 p.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

FRIDAY, December 9, St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Warren Mendelson, birthday, Church 

10:00-11:00 a.m., Confessions, Church 
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SATURDAY, December 10, Our Lady of Loretto 
11:00-12:00 (noon), Confessions, Church 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Sandy Young, Church 
 

SUNDAY, December 11, Gaudete Sunday 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Pauline Davis, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of December 5 

Monday Is 35:1-10 Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday Is 40:1-11 Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday Is 40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday Gn 3:9-15, 20 Lk 1:26-38 

Friday Is 48:17-19 Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Sunday Is 35:1-6a, 10 Mt 11:2-11 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

December 10 & 11, 2nd Sunday in Advent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, December 10 

5:15 p.m. 

Kerby Staker Mike LaPlante Laurie Harmon 

Sheila Wilson, Joshua Wright 

Sunday, December 11 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Susan Thompson Sue Hillis 

Jim Hillis, Dan Sylvester 

Sunday, December 11 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Diane Hoffer Karen Hardman 

Claire Tiberio, Carolyn Arnold 
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