
 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
   December 18, 2022 

 Today we celebrate the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent.  We are now entering 
the last week before we celebrate 

Christmas.  With all the excitement of getting the last details 
together for Christmas we find it tempting to start the 
celebration of Christmas early and sidestep the ongoing 
penitential nature of the Advent Season.  Many will be 
attending Christmas parties and celebrations this week before 
we celebrate Christmas Day.  Challenging that idea, we should 
be celebrating Christmas throughout the week after Christmas 
Day.  Just the same, human nature being what it is, we will find 
it tempting to skip the less exciting Advent and indulge in the 
enjoyable celebrations of Christmas.  It is just a thought but let 
us be patient as we anxiously await the coming of our God in 
the Mystery of the Incarnation.  As we wait and watch, we 
know that we still have a few preparations as we transition 
ourselves into this sacred and festive Christmas Season.  The 
Lord is near. 
 During the Christmas Holydays we experience an influx of 
worshipers.  We welcome many visitors and family members 
coming home for Christmas.  Our Masses during this 
Christmas weekend will be full.  This is a wonderful thing.  We 
thank God and pray that the Holy Spirit speaks to one and all.  
May this Holy Season and the celebration of the Sacred 
Mysteries be a time for a renewal of faith and re-dedication to 
Christ and His Church. 
 Note Well: The last opportunity for individual confessions 
will be Monday (12/19) 10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m. and in the 
evening 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m., Tuesday (12/20) 6:30p.m.– 7:30 
p.m. and Wednesday (12/21) 11:00a.m.-12:00p.m.  These 
times could be cancelled in case of a funeral.  At the time of 
this writing these times appear to be solid.  But one never 
knows for sure. 

Secondly, be mindful of our Schedule for Christmas 
Masses.  Christmas falls on Sunday this year.  From my side 
of the altar, this makes life a little easier for me.  This year for 
Saturday, Christmas Eve, we will have the mass at our regular 
time of 5:15 p.m. We will also have Mass at 7:30 p.m.  
Attendance at these evening masses will be greater than usual 
and will require plenty of patience on the part of all.  On 
Sunday, Christmas Morning the mass will be at 9:00 a.m.  As 
we gather for this great mystery of the Incarnation, we join in 
worship to praise and give thanks for God’s loving gift of his 
son: Jesus Christ.  Humbly we seek God’s blessings as we begin 
the Holy Season of Christmas. 

Now, as we begin this fourth week of Advent, we find a 
couple of figures looming large as we await the birth of the 
Messiah.  Obviously, we have the figures of Joseph and his 
betrothed, Mary the Mother of Jesus.  These two figures are 
models of faith in their own way.  Mary, at the announcement 
of the Angel that she would conceive and bear a son by the 
power of the Most High, responded with an act of faith: “Let 
it be done to me according to your word.”  Although perplexed by the 
word of the Archangel, Mary gave her “yes.” 

Joseph becoming aware that his betrothed is expecting a 
baby was visited by an Angel in a dream.  Joseph intended to 
dismiss Mary quietly; not wishing to expose her to public 
disgrace.  The Angel told him not to be afraid and to welcome 
Mary into his home.  Joseph believed the word of the Angel 

and his act of faith was in welcoming Mary who was with child 
into his home.  Mary and Joseph responded in faith trusting 
the Word that was spoken to them. 

We have the privilege of looking back on these events and 
witnessing the faith of the Holy Family in action.  We know 
the rest of the story; we know how their responses played out.  
In patience and over time, the plan of God was played out.  
Mary and Joseph were not mindless puppets in God’s plan.  
No, they were human beings with the gift of “free will” who 
willingly consented to God’s will and God Plan.   

However, it would be good for us to use our imagination 
to consider those moments in their lives.  Mary was troubled 
by the message of the Angel.  Joseph was going to quietly 
dismiss Mary.  They were both called upon to play 
extraordinary roles filled with challenges.  But at the word of 
the Angel who was speaking on behalf of God, they consented 
to what was asked of them.  They trusted the Word that was 
spoken to them.  They were not asked to understand.  They 
were asked to trust the Word of God.  They had trust in the 
Word without knowing how God’s plan would unfold. 

God has a plan.  Ultimately God’s plan is about our 
salvation.  Jesus Christ is the central figure to this Divine Plan.  
Mary and Joseph were unaware of how God’s plan would 
unfold, they had a personal role to play in this plan: Mary’s 
motherhood, and Joseph’s foster-fatherhood.  All that was 
required of them was to say “yes” to God and let God do the 
rest.  From where they were standing in history, they had to 
trust even when they did not understand.  From where we are 
standing, and knowing the example of their story, God invites 
us to say our “yes” to Him and His Word: Jesus Christ.  As 
faithful Christians we do not know the road ahead of us, but 
we trust that God will work out his plan for our salvation. 

This is something for us to contemplate during this last 
week of Advent.  Like Mary and Joseph, we have a role to play 
in God’s plan for the salvation of all people.  This plan is fully 
revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  This plan is 
announced to us and we too have a role to play.  At the 
invitation of God, through the message of the Angel, Mary and 
Joseph were asked to take part in this plan.  With their “yes” 
to the Angel, Jesus was welcomed into a family where he grew 
in age and wisdom before God and man.  Jesus was welcomed 
into the world where he revealed God’s will for our salvation.  
When Jesus began his ministry, he invited others to join him as 
he revealed God’s big plan: the Kingdom of God.  Jesus invited 
people to trust his word and to repent from sin and with his 
merciful love enter with him into the Kingdom of God. 

Like Mary and Joseph, we have a role to play in the coming 
of the Kingdom of God.  The role we play starts with our “yes” 
to God.  God invites us, He never forces us.  Our response is 
to the Word of God: Jesus Christ.  We freely receive the Word 
of God and live the Word in our daily lives.  We can say that 
the Incarnation takes place here and now in our lives.  Our 
“yes” to Jesus opens our lives to the coming of the Kingdom. 

Mary welcomed the Word of God in a very personal way 
when the Word was made flesh in her.  Joseph welcomed Mary 
and the Incarnate Word into his home.  Mary and Joseph 
presented Jesus in the temple and to the community of God’s 
Chosen People.  The disciples accepted Jesus’ invitation to join 
him and they welcomed Jesus into their lives.  Jesus 
transformed their lives.  His disciples in turn presented Him to 
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the world with the proclamation of the Gospel.  We are now 
invited to welcome Jesus into our lives as our Lord and Savior.  
As he transforms our lives, we in turn present him into our 
homes, community, and the world. 

The celebration of the Nativity of the Lord is quickly 
coming upon us.  There is something about this holy 
celebration of our Lord’s birth that calls us to quiet 
contemplation.  In this final week we need to prepare our 
hearts to welcome the Lord.  This invitation deserves our silent 
consideration and reflection.  This invitation seeks our 
personal response.  Prompted by grace let us welcome our 
Blessed Lord and Savior.  May our personal “yes” to God be 
our acceptance of our part in the God’s plan.  We may not fully 
appreciate our role in God’s plan, yet our “yes” is a necessary 
starting point.  God will provide the rest.  Our “yes” to God’s 
Word is an act of faith in the love, mercy, and saving work of 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

       Have a blessed Advent week. 
         Father Ralko 

 

 
     

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

 

 
 

CALENDARS AVAILABLE 

We want to thank Hillis, Combs & Nestor Funeral Home 

for our 2023 calendars. They are available at the entrances 

to the church. 
 

THE GIVING TREE 

All packages must be returned to 

the church by December 18th. 

You are always so generous, and 

we thank you for helping others 

this holiday. 
 

 

 BISHOP ROSECRANS 
ATHLETIC BOOSTER  
MANIA TICKETS are available for 
the upcoming year. $25.00 each or 
three tickets for $60.00, drawings for 
tickets are for every day for this next year. They would 
make a good Christmas gift. The first drawing is January 
1st. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study  begins  January 17th at 
10:00 a.m. in the parish office. Join us as we study 
“REVELATION THE KINDOM YET TO COME” 
Discover what the mysterious figures and images of 
Revelation mean in this 11-week study. Books are $30.00 
and include online access to the videos.  Please register for 
this exciting study by calling  (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or e-
mail pboggs@stnickparish.org   Registration closes January 
2nd to ensure your book is delivered on time. 

Grief Support! Tuesday, December 20th at 1:00 p.m. 
and again at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office. The holidays 
are a particularly difficult time for those who grieve. Join 
us as we disucss coping with loss and grief at Christmas 
and beyond.  
  
Reap the Most Tax Benefit While Supporting Your 
Parish, Maximize your giving dollars before the ball drops 
on New Year’s Eve by using funds in your retirement 
account to support your parish. The IRA Charitable 
Rollover allows donors who are 70.5 years or older to 
transfer up to $100,000 from a traditional or Roth IRA to a 
qualified charity. In doing so, donors keep their IRA 
distribution from impacting their gross income and possibly 
avoid being bumped into a higher tax bracket. The IRA 
charitable rollover can also count toward your required 
minimum distribution (RMD), which starts at age 72. 
 

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN FOR THE 2023 
CATHOLIC MAN OF THE YEAR 

The Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club is accepting 
nominations for the Diocese of Columbus 2023 Catholic 
Man of the Year. The annual award will be presented by 
Bishop Earl Fernandes on Friday, February 3, 2023, at the 
Men’s Luncheon held at St. Patrick Church in downtown 
Columbus. The Catholic Man of the Year is awarded to one 
layman who, through his daily actions, words, and prayers, 
exemplifies the “good and faithful servant.” The recipient 
will have the opportunity to share his personal testimony 
during the ceremony. Nominations will be accepted 
through December 31, 2022. For details, nomination 
instructions and the required online nomination form, go 
to https://www.catholicmensministry.com/catholic-man-
of-the-year. Submit your nomination and let us know why 
your parishioner, husband, father, son, uncle, brother, or 
friend is the Catholic Man of the Year! 
 

A special Christmas gift – a Mass celebrated by a mis-
sionary priest for your loved ones and friends.  Your loved 
ones/friends will receive a beautiful Christmas themed 
Mass card, acknowledging your gift.  In fact, you would be 
doubling your gift since Mass stipends are a critical means 
of support in helping missionary priests with their mission 
and pastoral needs.  A gift to your loved ones/friends and a 
gift to the missions: Go to   
https://columbuscatholic.org/missions/request-a-mass 
https://dioceseofcolumbus.org/christmas-gift-mass-form-
1 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration:  All are encouraged 
to participate in Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, January 
6th. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin 
immediately after 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. 
However, there is a requirement to have a minimum of two 
people present at all times. If you can commit to an offering 
of one hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in the Monstrance during Eucharistic Adoration, please 
contact the parish office at (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or 
pboggs@stnickparish.org.    

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
https://www.catholicmensministry.com/catholic-man-of-the-year
https://www.catholicmensministry.com/catholic-man-of-the-year
https://columbuscatholic.org/missions/request-a-mass
https://dioceseofcolumbus.org/christmas-gift-mass-form-1
https://dioceseofcolumbus.org/christmas-gift-mass-form-1
mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
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Church Support
                                                                    Sunday,December 11, 2022

OFFERTORY- $11,131.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $11,131.00

 

May God Bless for supporting you parish! 
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 
St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 
offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily set 
up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving on a 
weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year 
or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic giver, call or 
visit the church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

The Bishop Strong Fund provides unrestricted funding 
for the Catholic Schools of Zanesville that will be used for 
the current years’ operating needs. All Bishop Strong Fund 
donations stay in Zanesville, are tax deductible and directly 
benefit our current students. If you would like to support 
the students of Bishop Rosecrans and Bishop Fenwick mail 
a check to Bishop Strong Fund, 1040 E. Main St.,  
Zanesville, OH 43701. Click on the donate button at 
catholicschoolsofzanesville.org and or text BISHOPS to 
366283. EVERY gift counts!    
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 
serving our country currently and with their loved 
ones at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and 
that the world may one day be at peace. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the St. 
Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 
10:00 a.m. as we gather to pray the 
Rosary asking Our Lady’s 
Intercession for the needs of our 
nation, community, and parish.  

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, December 19 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Paul Cherrington, birthday, Church 

10:00 a.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confessions, 

Church 
 

TUESDAY, December 20 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Morris & Luella Hoffer and Msgr. Dury, 

Church 

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confessions, Church 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 21, St. Peter Canisius 
8:10 a.m., Mass: Deceased members of the Sullivan & Floss 

Families, Church  

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Confessions, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 
 

THURSDAY, December 22 
No Mass today 
 

FRIDAY, December 23, St. John of Kanty 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, Church 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 

SATURDAY, December 24, Christmas Eve 
5:15 p.m., Mass: Shirley Knox & Irene Dillon, Church 

7:30 p.m., Mass: Mary Anshutz, Church 
 

SUNDAY, December 25, Christmas Day 
9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

   Readings for Week of December 19 

Monday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a Lk 1:5-25 

Tuesday Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday Sg 2:8-14 Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday 1 Sm 1:24-28 Lk 1:46-56 

Friday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Lk 1:57-66 

Saturday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 

14a, 16 

Lk 1:67-79 

Sunday Is 9:1-6 Lk 2:1-14 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

December 24 & 25, The Nativity of the Lord 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, December 24 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Keena Hansel Susan Pratt 

Tim Hoffer, Peggy Hill  

Sunday, December 24 

7:30 p.m. 

Jackie Connell Tom Pitcock Karen Hardman 

Diana Dunn, Jocelyn Connell 

Sunday, December 25 

9:00 a.m. 

Janet Moses Bill Sullivan Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Dan Sylvester 

 

http://thecatholicschoolsofzanesville.org/
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The Shepherd’s Spectacular Scene 
Jim Elliff 

 

Angels appeared around the birth of Christ as shining 
messengers of God. For humble earthy shepherds given 
what might seem like a bit part in the drama of the 
redemption of mankind, this was, nonetheless, a 
spectacular scene. Angelic activity among men, when 
visible, is remarkable at any time. The stunning glory 
accompanying this message was augmented to fit the 
eternity altering magnitude of its content. God celebrated 
his mercy.  
 

Note first the other appearances of angels at the time of 
Christ’s birth, and then the one angelic display unique to 
the others which includes the lowly shepherds. These were 
the actual appearances, not dreams of angels speaking 
which happened to Joseph more than once. 
 

 1. The angel Gabriel announced to Zechariah the priest 
that he would have a son named John who would prepare 
the way for Christ  
2. Then Gabriel was sent to Nazareth where he announced 
to the virgin named Mary that she would have a child 
named Jesus, “the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of his father David.”  
3. And, for our focus, we see the most breathtaking of 
angelic appearances which happened in Bethlehem before 
rustic shepherds at night. Picture in your mind the setting 
from this short sentence below. This otherwise routine 
pastoral scene is soon to change.  
 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. (Luke 2:8) 
 

 First, An Angel  
 

Was it Gabriel who appeared to the shepherds on this 
mundane night? We don’t know for sure.  
 

 Gabriel is not called an archangel, such as Michael was, 
but he is obviously very prominent in the order of mes-
sengers of God. We might surmise that Gabriel was, in 
fact, the one chosen for this assignment since the other 
important messages from God about the birth of Christ 
were delivered by him. 
   

Hebrews 1:14 reveals that angels are “ministering spirits 
sent out to render service for the sake of those who will 
inherit salvation.” Announcing the birth of the Savior 
would certainly be within this angel’s sphere of duty. These 
glorious beings, the most magnificent of God’s creatures, 
had no deceit, ulterior motive, or impurity and could be 
safely trusted to bring the exact message God himself 
wanted to be heard.  
 

Here is the first level of glory. The angel “stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around” the  
 
 

 
 
shepherds, causing them to be frightened beyond de-
scription.   
 

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” Luke 2:10-12 
   

The shepherds were the first to get the message on the day 
Christ was born! And they would be the first to see the 
baby outside of the family. This is stated with gravity and 
joy, but more glory is to follow.  
 

Then, A Multitude of Angels 
 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!” Luke 2:13-14 ESV 
 

 Remember, the first angel was standing before these 
humble and obviously befuddled shepherds. Did this 
multitude of angels stand as did the first one, or hover 
above them? We aren’t told. In Bethlehem there are 
undulating hills. Imagine these hills illumined with shining 
angels praising God and declaring this attribution of praise 
about God and an astounding declaration of peace with 
God for all people “with whom he is pleased” which 
followed the announcement of Christ’s birth. 
  

 All of a sudden, the one magnificent Angel became an 
army, “a multitude of the heavenly host.” The “host of 
God” is the term for the army of God acting under his 
orders. The host of God was together voicing these words 
from God joyfully having just come from the presence of 
their commander and ruler of the universe with express 
orders to deliver it. 
 

  That often-repeated, half-sleepy vigil in the darkness now 
becomes the night of nights, the scene of scenes regaled 
by radiant angels sent directly from God. It was the earthly 
birth announcement of the King. If to shepherds it was 
astounding beyond anything they had ever known or 
would know, to angels it must have been even more so. 
Could they understand it? The eternal Son of God, whom 
they had served in heavenly places in majesty, had just 
come among men by means of a human/divine birth in a 
stable in order to live among men as redeemer for sinful 
humans. It was a display of mercy which was unimaginable 
prior to it happening, by both angels or humans.  
 

Ennobled heavenly creatures sent from God and abased, 
mortified, and condemned men gazed at each other in 
amazement and shared the confounding glory of the 
Savior’s birth. Be astounded and rejoice with them. 

 


