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Mass Readings: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Vigil Mass 

Second Reading : Acts 13:16-17, 22-
25 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered 
the synagogue, he stood up, motioned with his hand, 
and said, “Fellow Israelites and you others who are 
God-fearing, listen. The God of this people Israel 
chose our ancestors and exalted the people during 
their sojourn in the land of Egypt. With uplifted arm 
he led them out of it. Then he removed Saul and 
raised up David as king; of him he testified, ‘I have 
found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; 
he will carry out my every wish.’ From this man’s 
descendants God, according to his promise, has 
brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John heralded his 
coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
to all the people of Israel; and as John was complet-
ing his course, he would say, ‘What do you suppose 
that I am?  I am not he. Behold, one is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his 
feet.’”  

Gospel  Lk 2:15-20 

When the angels went away from them 
to heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to 
see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 
So they went in haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made 
known the message that  had been told 
them about this child.  All who heard it 
were amazed by what had been told 
them by the shepherds.  And Mary kept 
all these things, reflecting on them in 
her heart.  Then the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, just as it had been 
told to them. 

  

First Reading:  Is 62:1-5 

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jeru-

salem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her vin-

dication shines forth like the dawn and her 

victory like a burning torch. Nations shall be-

hold your vindication, and all the kings your 
glory; you shall be called by a new name pro-

nounced by the mouth of the LORD. You 

shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the 

LORD, a royal diadem held by your God. No 
more shall people call you “Forsaken,” or 

your land  Desolate,” but you shall be called 

“My Delight,” and your land  Espoused.” For 

the LORD delights in you and makes your 
land his spouse. As a young man marries a 

virgin, your Builder shall marry you; and as a 

bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your 

God rejoice in you. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 89:4-5, 16-
17, 27, 29 

R. (2a)  For ever I will sing the goodness 
of the Lord.  
 
I have made a covenant with my chosen 
one, I have sworn to David my servant: For-
ever will I confirm your posterity  and es-
tablish your throne for all generations.  

 
Blessed the people who know the joyful 
shout; in the light of your countenance, O 
LORD, they walk. At your name they re-
joice all the day,  and through your justice 
they are exalted.  
 
He shall say of me, “You are my father,  my 
God, the rock, my savior.” Forever I will 
maintain my kindness toward him, and my 
covenant with him stands firm.  
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