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To: All priests, all deacons, school administrators 

From: Deacon David Lopez, Chancellor 

Date: 4 Sept 2013 

Re: new Diocesan policy regarding CROP Walk  

 

Dear fathers, brother deacons, and friends, 

 

The Diocese of Sioux City is changing its former policy against cooperation with CROP Walk.  The new 

policy is as follows:   

 

Catholic individuals and groups may participate in CROP Walk, on the condition that all Catholic 

individuals and groups must designate all the proceeds of their participation to CRS only. Anything not 

designated to CRS will be used in CWS’s general fund, and therefore contribute to the promotion of 

moral evils, as described below.  If and only if that designation is willingly made by each individual 

donor sponsoring a Catholic participant, is such participation deemed consistent with this policy.   

 

The designation is made on the sign-in/donor form (see attached), in the right-hand column, simply by 

writing “CRS” in this column in each donor’s line.   

 

Explanation of new policy: 

 

You may recall that last year at this time, I forwarded a reminder of the then-current policy discouraging 

participation in CROP Walk.  This was because the institution organizing CROP Walk, “Church World 

Service,” a coalition of mostly Protestant denominations, holds positions contrary to the teachings of 

the Church on various issues, most notably contraception and chastity.  Monies collected through CROP 

Walk and channeled through CWS also support promotion of and access to contraception; nor can it be 

ruled out that such funds may also promote chemical abortions.  

 

Since then, we have been approached by the local organizers of CROP Walk with a new proposal.  Since 

Catholic Relief Services is overseen by our bishops and conforms to Catholic teaching in its missions, 

CROP Walk is proposing to allow designation of proceeds raised by Catholic individuals and groups to be 

channeled through CRS rather than the original sponsor, Church World Service.  Specifically: 

• 65% would go to CRS;  

• CWS uses 10% of all donations for overhead; and  



• 25% is retained for local efforts (i.e., in the Sioux City area, to the Community Action Agency of 

Siouxland, which supports Head Start, food banks, and housing and energy assistance, and is 

therefore not participating in any moral evils; and to similar agencies in other areas of the 

Diocese).   

This is perhaps less effective than donating directly to CRS, but at least, in this way, participation by 

Catholics in CROP Walk would not contribute in any direct or meaningful way to promoting the moral 

evils of contraception or abortion.  This policy has been adopted by other dioceses, for example, the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee, with whom we consulted in evaluating this proposal.   

 

Parishes and schools are reminded that other avenues of relieving hunger and poverty also exist, 

including the several food pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters throughout our Diocese; Catholic 

Charities; St. Vincent de Paul; Catholic Relief Services and the “Rice Bowl” collection typically available 

during Lent; Peter’s Pence; etc. 

 

Please be sure to communicate clearly the substance of this policy change, and the importance of 

choosing CRS because of its Catholic identity and oversight, to all those interested parties in your parish 

and/or school. 

 

With much prayer, 

Dcn. David Lopez 

 


