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18 Transfer of Prenuptial Documents 

DIOCESAN POLICY FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF PRE-NUPTIAL DOCUMENTS TO 

ANOTHER PARISH (14 January 2004, Bishop DiNardo) 

 

There are times when a couple preparing for marriage desire to celebrate their wedding in a parish that is 

not their own.  That is, despite the domicile and/or registration of the Catholic individual(s) contemplating 

marriage, the party may desire their wedding to take place in another parish in the Diocese or in a parish in 

another Diocese due to the presence of more family and/or friends, the place of baptism, or some other 

legitimate reason.  In such cases, the following policies (in bold) apply to the preparation of couples in this 

diocese who desire to celebrate their wedding in another parish in the Sioux City Diocese or in a parish in 

another Diocese, and vice versa, and the procedure for the transmission of pre-nuptial documents in these 

cases. 

 

IV.7.10  Preparation for Cross Parish/Diocesan weddings 

A. Couples are to be prepared for marriage in the parish that they are members. 

 

• The parish where the Catholic party or parties have domicile 

(reside) and/or are registered is the proper parish in which the 

pre-nuptial preparation and the wedding is to take place.  Thus, 

couples are to be prepared in their proper parish where one of the 

Catholic parties is a member, whether registered or unregistered.  

The pastor of the Catholic party is the only person who has the 

right and responsibility to prepare the couple.  For the couple to 

be prepared in a parish where neither is a member, the permission 

of the pastor of the Catholic party or the pastor of one of the 

Catholic parties when both parties are Catholic, is needed.  This 

is best done via a written letter from the pastor stating permission 

is granted for the couple to be prepared in the other parish.  

However, this permission cannot be granted to a pastor of another diocese since the parties are 

to be prepared in and according to the particular law of the Diocese in which they reside. 

 

• Coules who are temporarily living outside of the parish(es) of which they are a member (e.g. 

due to college, temporary work, military service), are to be prepared accordign to the current 

particular law as outlined in “Special Circumstances:  Absent Partner/Long Distance 

Relationship” (SC 2).  

 

B. Preparation and the pre-nuptial paperwork is to be completed according to the particular law of 

the diocese in which the couple resides. 

 

• Couples are to be prepared in accord with the norms established by the diocese in which they 

reside. 

 

• Thus, couples living in the Diocese are prepared according to the particular law of the Diocese of 

Sioux City using the process, programs, and paperwork of the Diocese of Sioux City.  (Note:  

some preparation, i.e. Pre-cana and Cana II, can be done by institutions in other dioceses such as 

at college Newman centers.) 

 

• Couples living in another diocese are to be prepared according to that diocese’s particular law 

using their process, programs, and paperwork. 

 

C. Preparation and planning for the wedding liturgy is to be done by the officiant for the wedding 

and according to the particular law of the diocese and the norms and practices of the parish in 

which the wedding will be celebrated. 

 



2 

18 Transfer of Prenuptial Documents 

• This preparation can be completed at any time with the officiant throughout the pre-nuptial 

preparation time with the understanding that the wedding will not be celebrated until all pre-

nuptial preparation has been completed, including the paperwork, by the preparing parish/diocese. 

 

IV.7.11  Completion and transmission of paperwork from one parish in the Diocese of Sioux City to 

another parish in or outside of the Diocese of Sioux City 

A. All pre-nuptial paperwork is to be completed at the time of the pre-nuptial preparation in their 

proper parish as is done for couples planning on celebrating the wedding in the parish where the 

preparation was done. 

 

• The pastor of the parish where the pre-nuptial preparation and paperwork is done is to sign the 

permission for the marriage to take place outside of the proper parish where the couple are 

members and send the paperwork to the Office of the Tribunal. 

 

B. Once the pre-nuptial preparation and the pre-nuptial forms have been completed with the 

proper interview of the couple, the establishment of freedom to marry, permission for the 

wedding to be celebrated outside of the proper parish, requests for proper permissions and/or 

dispensations if needed, and signature of the pastor or the person preparing the couple for 

marriage, the entire file is to be sent to the Office of the Tribunal at least thirty (30) days before 

the wedding for review, for the granting of the proper permissions and dispensations, and the 

transmission of the file to the parish or diocese in which the wedding will be celebrated. 

 

• The entire file includes:  [1] the white envelope with information including names and 

addresses, preparation done, place of wedding, etc.; [2] the pre-nuptial investigation form 

with all parts properly completed; [3] baptismal certificates with proper notations not more 

than six (6) months old for the Catholic party; [4] fees for processing; [5] a copy of the civil 

marriage certificate in case of convalidation; and [6] other documents. 

 

• When a wedding will take place in another parish with in the Diocese of Sioux City, the 

Office of the Tribunal will review the file, issue the permission or dispensation needed, and 

send the file to the parish where the wedding will be celebrated. 

 

• When a wedding will be celebrated in a parish in another diocese, the Office of the Tribunal 

will review the file, issues the permission or dispensation if needed, and send the file to the 

diocese in which the parish where the wedding will be celebrated is located.  The Office of 

the Tribunal will ask the other diocese to forward the file to the parish in which the wedding 

will be celebrated after the other diocese has reviewed the file. 

 

• Due to the time necessary to process the file and time for delivery by the post office, it is 

necessary to have the file in the Office of the Tribunal at least thirty (30) days before the 

wedding. 

 

• The pastor or person preparing the couple will receive a letter from the Office of the Tribunal 

when the file has been forwarded. 

 

• The pre-nuptial file is kept at the parish office where the wedding takes place or at the parish 

of the Catholic party when the wedding takes place at a church of another denomination.  In 

the case where the wedding takes place at a neighboring parish due to renovation at the proper 

parish, the pre-nuptial file is kept at the parish office of the proper parish of the couple (where 

the wedding would have normally taken place). 

 

IV.7.12  Completion and transmission of paperwork from a parish of another diocese to a parish in 

the Diocese of Sioux City 
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A. All pre-nuptial paperwork is to be completed at the time of the pre-nuptial preparation in their 

proper parish as is done for couples planning on celebrating the wedding in the parish where the 

preparation was done. 

 

• The pastor of the parish where the pre-nuptial preparation and paperwork is done is to sign the 

permission for the marriage to take place outside of the proper parish where the couple are 

members and to complete the paperwork in accord to his diocesan particular law. 

 

B. Once the pre-nuptial preparation has been completed and the pre-nuptial forms have been 

completed, the entire file is to be sent to the parish where the wedding will be celebrated 

according to the particular law of the diocese where the couple was prepared. 

 

• In the case of two Catholic parties, some dioceses require the file to be sent to their diocesan office 

to be sent to the Diocese of Sioux City to be sent to the parish where the wedding will be 

celebrated.  In other dioceses, the file may be sent directly to the parish where the wedding will be 

celebrated.  In this case, the pastor only needs to make sure the forms have been properly filled out 

with the proper documents and permission for the wedding to be celebrated outside of the proper 

parish.  If there are any questions, concerns, or problems, pastors may call the Office of the 

Tribunal of the Diocese of Sioux City. 

 

• In the case of a couple where one party is non-Catholic, the pastor of the proper parish will send 

the file to his own office for the granting of the proper permissions and dispensations since it is 

only the Catholic parties’ proper Ordinary [Bishop] who can grant these permissions and 

dispensations.  That diocesan office will then send the entire file to the Office of the Tribunal of 

the Diocese of Sioux City who will review and then forward the file to the parish where the 

wedding will be celebrated.  (Note:  in some diocese pastors have been delegated by their bishop 

to grant permission for mixed marriages and thus the file may not need to go through their 

diocesan office and may be sent directly to the parish where the wedding will take place.) 

 

 


