
CHRISTMAS 

>Christmas regulations (24 October 1989; Soens) 

1. Christmas regulations:  In the hope of assisting the pastors in a reasonable scheduling of Masses, and of 

keeping Christmas in its sacred perspective for our people, I am providing the following regulations for 

Christmas 1989 [due to Christmas on Monday] for the Diocese of Sioux City. 

a. Pastors and priests in charge of liturgy at institutions, for sufficiently good reason, may choose to 

schedule no Masses for the Vigil of Christmas.  This should be announced on the two 

Saturdays/Sundays preceding the Vigil. 

b. Not more than one Mass may be scheduled for the Vigil of Christmas.  Parishes with missions 

may have only one Vigil Mass for the parish and mission(s) combined. 

c. Christmas Vigil Masses, according to the liturgical directives, are to be the Vigil and not the 4th 

Sunday of Advent, nor may the liturgical texts of Midnight Mass or Masses for Christmas Day be 

used at the Vigil Mass. 

d. Christmas Vigil Mass should not be offered before 6:00 P.M. 

e. Midnight Mass must be celebrated at Midnight and may not be anticipated.  (The custom of The 

Choir and/or the Congregation singing fitting Christmas Carols before the Midnight Mass is 

permissible.) 

f. The Sunday obligation of Mass and the Christmas obligation cannot both be satisfied at one Mass 

on the Vigil of Christmas. 

 

>Correction of Christmas regulations (2 November 1989; Soens) 

1. I am writing to amend and correct my letter of October 24 . . . Upon further reflection and after listening to 

and hearing from my brother priests, I am convinced that pastorally the letter is seriously flawed and in 

certain areas incorrect. 

2. Where a number of Masses are needed, it may be easier on the priest to have a second vigil Mass and no 

midnight Mass, thereby availing himself and other liturgical ministers to a decent night’s sleep. 

3. Positing the validity of all this, I feel compelled to modify the regulations given in my letter of October 24.  

Thus: 

a. Pastors who judge it is pastorally sound to do so may abstain from scheduling the vigil Mass on 

December 24. 

b. Pastors who judge it is pastorally sound to do so may schedule the vigil Mass or Masses at the 

time permitted for the vigil Mass on December 24. 

c. Pastors may judge whether there is to be a midnight Mass. 

d. Please use the proper text for the vigil Mass and the proper text for the midnight mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


