
FUNERALS 

>Implementation of new Order of Christian Funerals (24 October 1989; Soens) 

1. The NCCB has designate November 2, 1989 as the mandatory implementation date of The Order of 

Christian Funerals which replaces the 1969 Order of Funerals.  However, the Order of Christian Funerals 

has been available from publishing houses only since early October, resulting in a short period of time for 

parishes to prepare to use this Rite. 

2. Where preparations have been made, parishes are encouraged to use the Order of Christian Funerals as of 

November 2.  But for those that find this schedule impractical, the official implementation date of The 

Order of Christian Funerals for the Sioux City Diocese will be Sunday, December 3, 1989.  After this time, 

the 1969 Rite of Funerals is not to be used. 

 

>Funerals during Triduum (11 March 1994; Soens) 

1. It is an almost yearly occurrence that a pastor or family involved in funeral arrangements contacts my 

office seeking permission to have a funeral Mass during the Triduum.  As you know this is strictly 

prohibited by the Church. 

2. FUNERALS ON GOOD FRIDAY AND HOLY SATURDAY:  according to a very ancient Church 

practice, funeral Masses are not permitted on Good Friday or Holy Saturday.  A vigil service funeral 

(which includes the customary Liturgy of the Word and final commendation, but not the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist) and rite of committal can be celebrated.  A memorial Mass customarily celebrated during Easter 

week.  If you are dealing with a death during this time period, please understand that no priest or even the 

bishop of the diocese can make an exception to this practice. 

3. The three-day celebration of Easter from Holy Thursday evening through Easter Sunday evening is very 

important to Catholics.  These days place special demands on us.  You are encouraged at this time to plan 

to attend parish services on Holy Thursday evening, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  Note that Catholic 

tradition prohibits celebrating Eucharist except at the official liturgies of these days; even funeral Masses 

are not permitted.  Please see the March 17th edition of The Globe for more information on funeral during 

the Triduum. 

4. [pamphlets with policy included] 

 

>Funerals during Holy Week clarification (16 March 1994; Soens) 

1. The prohibition of a funeral Mass includes Holy Thursday in its entirety, even though most of the day falls 

during Lent, and the Triduum does not begin until the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 

2. This restriction of course is to preserve the primacy of the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  It is 

presumed that there will be no other Lenten weekday Mass scheduled that day as well. 

 

>Holy Week Funerals clarification (28 March 1994; Soens) 

1. The prohibition against a funeral Mass includes the entire day of Holy Thursday.  This restriction is to keep 

any other celebration of Eucharist from impinging on the evening celebration held in Catholic parishes.  

Thus a funeral Mass must be celebrated before Holy Thursday or after Easter Sunday.  Otherwise the 

funeral service consists of the Scripture service, final commendation and committal, as described in my 

earlier memo. 

 
>Permission to celebrate funeral liturgy with cremated remains present. (17 October 1997; Soens) 

1. In March, 1996, the Holy See granted the request from the American bishops to allow the presence of 

cremated remains at the funeral liturgy, if so approved by the local ordinary, and pending the approval 

of the appropriate liturgical texts. 

2. These texts have now been approved, and I give my permission for their use. 

3. Until November 2, a pastor may use other appropriate texts/translations if he so chooses. However, 

after November 2, 1997, All Souls Day, the texts approved by the Holy See are mandatory when 

cremated remains are brought into the church; i.e., no other ritual may be used. Please see the 

accompanying information from the Office of Worship on ordering this ritual. 

4. It is recommended that some catechesis accompany the introduction of these texts. Since the 

Feast of All Souls falls on a Sunday this year and takes precedence over the orations and readings of 

the 31st Sunday of the Year, November 2 may be an appropriate occasion for this. (Please see the 

accompanying information from the Office of Worship.) Your careful review and explanation of this 



material to your people will avoid difficulties and pain in the future for families who may choose this 

option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


