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>Catechumens and Candidates (11 October 2007; Msgr. Duchaine [Bishop Nickless]) 

Questions continue to be raised regarding the proper reception of catechumens, candidates, and “unchurched” 

Catholics.  This issue was discussed with Bishop Nickless at the last meeting of the Presbyteral Council, out of 

which came the following determination: 

1. Catechumens prepared through the RCIA should be fully initiated into the Church at the Easter Vigil, 

receiving the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

2. Candidates for full reception into the Church through a profession of faith may be fully initiated at the 

Easter Vigil, receiving the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation, but this is not recommended if there 

are also catechumens to be baptized. 

3. It is preferable that, if catechumens are received at the Easter Vigil, a separated celebration of reception for 

candidates should take place at a subsequent Mass—such as on Easter Sunday, any of the Sundays in 

Easter, or Pentecost Sunday. 

4. If both catechumens and candidates take part in the Easter Vigil, the entire liturgical rite is to be celebrated 

separately for each.  That is, catechumens are called first and the rite proceeds to its conclusion.  

Thereafter, candidates are called forward and the same rite—as its component parts apply to them—also 

proceeds to its conclusion. 

5. Both catechumens and candidates may also be prepared outside the RCIA process and may be baptized or 

received into the Church at other times during the course of the liturgical year (though not during Lent). 

6. Catholics who received the sacrament of Baptism as an infant or youth but who thereafter did not receive 

the other sacraments of initiation may not receive the sacrament of Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.  

Another suitable date is to be chosen. 

7. The pastor can only validly celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation on behalf of such baptized but 

previously “unchurched” individuals after having obtained from the Most Reverend Bishop the required 

faculty to confer the sacrament.  This is to be obtained through the written request of the pastor, who is to 

provide sufficient reasons for requesting it.  If granted, the faculty will ordinarily be provided in written 

form. 

8. Further questions can be addressed to this office.  Thank you for your attentiveness to this matter and your 

compliance with these directives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


