
REVISED TERMINOLOGY FOR CHANGES IN CANONICAL PARISH;  

MERGED SECONDARY CHURCH 

MERGED WORSHIP SITE CHURCH 

 

Canonical Parish: Canonically erected Parish by the Bishop of the Diocese, has been (or is in the 

process of) civil incorporation in the State of Iowa. 

Merged Secondary Church:  An entity that was previously a canonical parish, that has been 

merged with a distinct nearby parish, no longer is a canonical parish nor a civil corporation.  In 

July, 2017 it received the ‘status’ of Worship Site, which is no longer valid for this entity.  The 

Pastor is responsible for the care of the souls of this former parish as well as to assure that Holy 

Mass is offered on Sunday and if possible, Holy Days of Obligation. 

Merged Worship Site Church:  An entity that was previously a canonical parish but was merged 

with a distinct nearby parish. It no longer exists as a canonical parish nor as a civil corporation. In 

July 2017 it was assigned the ‘status’ of ‘oratory’ as this was the custom of the Diocese since 

January 15, 1988 according to particular law promulgated by Bishop Soens regarding parish 

alteration, linkage or closure.  The guidelines governing a ‘worship site church’ are adopted, with 

permission, from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  The Pastor of the canonical parish is 

responsible for the care of the souls of this former parish and for governing it use and upkeep.   

 

The following Guidelines apply to a merged Worship Site Church: 

 

These guidelines govern a church, other than the parish church, which is under the care of a parish. 

(Hereinafter “worship site church”). 

 

1. The parish church is the primary place of worship within a parish. The Sacred Paschal Triduum 

and the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and first Eucharist) are to be celebrated 

in the parish church and are not to be celebrated in a worship site church except in a case of 

necessity. 

 

2. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony and other sacramental rites (including first Penance, 

communal penance services, communal celebrations of Anointing of the Sick, etc.) normally are 

to be celebrated in the parish church, but may be permitted by the pastor in a worship site church 

if he determines doing so best serves the pastoral needs of the parish. 

 

3. Sunday Mass; weekday Mass; the Order of Christian Funerals, including the Funeral Mass; and 

devotional services (such as ceremonies associated with a patronal feast, a public novena, stations 

of the cross) may be celebrated in a worship site church at the discretion of the pastor. 

 

4. Permission is given to reserve the Most Blessed Sacrament in a worship site church at the 

discretion of the pastor, provided that Mass is normally celebrated in that church at least monthly 

(so as to allow for a timely renewal of the sacred species), (cf. c. 934§1, 2º). 

 



5. The pastor must open the worship site church for public worship at least periodically and in 

accord with these regulations. In particular the church is to be open for worship on the anniversary 

of the dedication of the church and on the patronal feast day (cf. c. 1214). 

 

6. The pastor has a responsibility to maintain and repair a worship site church under his parish’s 

care, insofar as parish resources reasonably allow. 


