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The Grotto of the Redemption was the creation of Reverend Father Paul Dobberstein, pastor of Saints Peter 
and Paul Parish in West Bend, Iowa. Beginning in 1912, Father Dobberstein worked on the construction of the 
Grotto for the remainder of his life. Its origin was to be found in a serious illness that Father Dobberstein 
suffered just prior to his priestly ordination. Father Dobberstein sought the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in his prayer for healing and restoration, promising that he would subsequently build a shrine in honor 
of the Blessed Mother should his prayer be answered. 
 
Fifteen years later Father Dobberstein began his work. Originally intending only to construct one grotto, the 
work, over time, became more and more of a mission. People who stopped to watch praised his unique vision 
and the beauty of his finished craft, especially the artistic use of precious minerals and petrification. Leaving 
donations, these individuals motivated Father Dobberstein to continue his work and to create in stone “the 
whole story of the fall of man and of his redemption.” Over time, nine grottoes would be constructed, each one 
more beautiful and ornate than the last. 
 
It is estimated that more than six million people have visited The Grotto of the Redemption since its creation. 
People from all over the world have traveled to West Bend to see for themselves this unique panorama of 
crystal and marble, mineral and stone. It has become a favored place for prayer and reflection, pilgrimage and 
penance. 
 
It is because of the unique nature of The Grotto of the Redemption, and because of its long history as a site for 
public and private meditation, that I hereby declare and decree, according to the provision of canon 1230 of 
the Code of Canon Law, that The Grotto of the Redemption is now designated a diocesan shrine for the 
purpose of promoting and perpetuating its function as “a sacred place to which numerous members of the 
faithful make pilgrimage for a special reason of piety.” 
 
I further decree that The Grotto of the Redemption is to function under the direction of the pastor of Saints 
Peter and Paul Parish in West Bend, Iowa, with the assistance of a board of directors. According to the 
provision of canon 1232, 1, this same pastor and board of directors is to create and submit to the diocesan 
bishop statutes by which The Grotto of the Redemption will function. These statutes, according to canon 1232, 
2, are principally to determine the purpose of The Grotto of the Redemption, the authority of the pastor-
rector, and the ownership and administration of goods. 
 
Given in the Central Catholic Offices of the Diocese of Sioux City on this 10th day of October, 2014. 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless         Deacon David Lopez, Ph.D.    
Bishop of Sioux City           Chancellor 
 


