
ECUMENISM 

>Ecumenical covenant (26 September 1995; Soens) 

1. For several years I have met quarterly in prayer and discussion with the judicatories of other Christian 

denominations of northwest Iowa. 

2. Recently we concluded a covenant among ourselves, modeled closely upon the covenant entered into some 

years ago between Cardinal Bernadin and the then ranking Lutheran Bishop of Chicago.  I am enclosing a 

copy of the covenant with the suggestion that you may wish to consider a similar covenant with the 

Christian pastors of your area. 

3. Please note: 

a. The covenant is between only the parties who sign it, not in anyway binding on the members of 

our parishes or congregations. 

b. All who sign this clearly understood that the affirmations (“WE AFFIRM”) are made and 

understood by each signer according to the tenets of his/her own denomination.  All respect the 

differences as well as the agreements, and no one was asked to diminish the sacredness and 

meaning of his/her own heritage and beliefs. 

c. The more significant part of the covenant is the resolutions (“THEREFORE WE WILL...”).  Note 

that these call for considerable commitment and continuity and should not be entered into lightly. 

d. I am sending this as a suggestion, and not a mandate.  You may wish to introduce it for discussion 

in your ecumenical gatherings of pastors--Ministerial Associations, for example. 

e. Eventually “pastors and/or congregations may wish to enter into a similar covenant relationship.”  

Probably it would be best if the pastors of these denominations could first commit to this, among 

themselves, before presenting it for congregations for consideration. 

4. A COVENANT 

a. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

b. Believing in the will of the Lord Jesus Christ that we “all may be one,” recognizing our common 

baptism in the name of the Trinity, and encouraged by our common witness in worship and 

service, we the undersigned individually enter into this Covenant with one another. 

c. WE AFFIRM: 

i. that all unity comes from God, through Christ, and by the empowerment of the Holy 

Spirit.  We are called to make that given unity more visible among us; 

ii. that Jesus Christ, the living center of our faith, is the Savior and Lord of the World; 

iii. that the desire of Christ is that the Church be one people brought together from all races, 

genders, languages and cultures; 

iv. that the life of grace is nourished by the Word of God we receive through the Scripture, 

sacraments, preaching, the way we serve one another, and other actions of the Holy Spirit 

within the Church. 

v. that the rich diversity of ecclesial gifts which exist in the respective communions and the 

positive results of extensive theological dialogues moves us toward the goal of full 

communion; 

vi. that the Holy Spirit empowers us to overcome the separation which now exists in 

doctrine, sacramental life and church order, and enables us to achieve the full communion 

Christ desires for His Church. 

d. THEREFORE WE WILL: 

i. jointly reflect on the Word of God; 

ii. support our brothers and sisters in prayer individually, as we gather together, and in 

public worship in our respective communions; 

iii. demonstrate in our speech mutual respect and love; 

iv. seek to understand and appreciate the heritage and beliefs of other Christians; 

v. work together for the common good and for peace and justice as an essential response to 

the Gospel; 

vi. cooperate on common matters of pastoral care; 

vii. agree to review and renew our covenant commitment next year; and 

viii. invite pastors and/or congregations in local communities to explore entering into this or a 

similar covenant relationship. 

e. Conclusion:  We ask the blessing of God on this covenant that we may be faithful to it to the 

honor and glory of God.  



 

 

 

 

 


