
DIOCESAN POLICY ON THE CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM (14 January 2004; Bishop DiNardo) 

 

The following policies (in bold) apply to the preparation and celebration of Baptism for children under the 

age of eighteen in the Diocese of Sioux City.  Under most policies can be found guidelines to help parishes 

to implement the policy for preparation and celebration of Baptism. 

 

IV.1.1 Initiation of Persons of Catechetical Age 

A. The formation of adults (age eighteen (18) and older) shall follow the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults. 

 

• Parishes are to prepare unbaptized adults using the format of the RCIA. 

 

• For more information see Part I of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

B. The formation of children of catechetical age (approximately seven (7) years of age and older) 

shall follow the general pattern of the catechumenate as much as possible. 

 

• Parishes are to prepare unbaptized children using the format of the RCIA. 

 

• The initiation of all persons of catechical age, even at the age of eight, includes the celebration of 

Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist in the same ceremony. 

 

• For more information see Part II, #1 of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults; Canon 852, §1; 

and National Statutes, #18. 

 

C. Persons of any age already baptized, even in another denomination, are not to be rebaptized 

since this sacrament cannot be repeated.  However, if there is no proof or memory of baptism a 

conditional baptism can be conducted after proper catechesis.  If the person was initiated in a 

denomination that is known to conduct invalid baptisms the persons are to be baptized after 

proper catechesis.  In this case, this baptism would not be a conditional baptism, but the first and 

only baptism for the person. 

 

• For a list of “SOME CHURCHES WITHOUT VALID BAPTISM,” see Appendix II, CCR 1-2. 

 

• In the cases where the person may or may not have been baptized or baptized validly, a 

conditional baptism is to be conducted in private with the person, minister, and Godparent(s).  In 

this case, the minister will baptize using the following words:  “If you are not baptized, I baptize 

you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  The celebration of 

Confirmation and First Eucharist is to take place in a public ceremony.  See the “RITE FOR 

CONDITIONAL BAPTISM,” Appendix IV, Ri8. 

 

D. After the Initiation of each person (whether complete Initiation 

[Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist] or Profession of Faith with Confirmation and Eucharist), the 

said event is to be recorded in the parish’s Baptism Record book as soon as possible. 

 

• The “INFORMATION FOR BAPTISM RECORD FORM,” Appendix III, F1, may be used for 

gathering the required information for the baptismal record. 

IV.1.2 Initiation of Infants and Children Not of Catechetical Age 

A. In the case of baptism of infants and children not yet of catechetical age (approximately seven (7) 

years and younger) it is primarily the responsibility of parents or guardians to show a 

commitment and an understanding of the Catholic faith into which the child will be baptized.  

Parishes shall be prepared to assist and guide parents in this responsibility.  Parents who seek 

baptism for their children must be provided formation opportunities from the parish that assist 

them in their parental role of living the faith and sharing it with their children.  Parishes in 

proximity to one another or clustered may choose to offer joint sacramental preparation. 



 

• Baptismal preparation for parents of infants may take a variety of forms, but it should include 

some of the faithful and never be considered only the priest’s or deacon’s responsibility. 

 

• Sacramental preparation for parents is an opportunity of formation and pastoral care as well as 

catechesis to deepen the parents’ appreciation of baptism and their own vocation as Christian 

parents.  In cases where parents are not themselves fully initiated, this is also an opportunity to 

encourage parents to complete their own initiation and so provide an environment and personal 

example that will foster and nurture their child’s faith.  This preparation also allows parents to 

meet other parents whose children may be classmates and who are experiencing the same events. 

 

B. Every parish or group of parishes shall ensure sacramental preparation for parents prior to the 

baptism of each child.  Godparents may also be encouraged to participate.  Good pastoral 

discretion is to be used for appropriate catechesis for parents with a child born soon after the 

baptism of a sibling.   

 

• Parents may be excused from baptism preparation if they have taken part in preparation for the 

baptism of a sibling within one to two years prior to the baptism of their new child. 

 

• Please refer to the sections PRACTICAL POINTS FOR PARENT MEETINGS and PARENT 

MEETING FORMAT for recommendations for baptismal preparation. 

 

• The “BAPTISMAL PREPARATION COMPLETION FORM,” Appendix III, F2, can be used to 

notify pastors in other parishes of preparation is completed in one parish and the baptism will be 

celebrated in another parish. 

 

• The “PERMISSION FOR BAPTISM OUTSIDE OF THE PROPER PARISH FORM,” Appendix 

III, F3, can be completed to notify pastors in another parish when the parents of a child desire to 

have their child baptized in a parish other than their own parish (i.e. the parish of the 

grandparents). 

 

C. A request for infant baptism cannot ordinarily be refused.  However, a baptism can be delayed 

until such time as the parents, or at least one of the parents, are ready and able to assume the 

responsibility entrusted to Christian parents in the rite.  This occasion should be viewed as an 

opportunity for evangelization, not placing an undue burden on the parents, but helping them to 

grow in the spiritual life from whatever level of faith they may be.  (Canon 868) 

 

D. In cases where the parents are not married (whether cohabitating or not) or are in an invalid 

marriage (i.e. civil marriage, attempted remarriage without the death of the former spouse or 

Decree of Nullity), baptism cannot be ordinarily refused.  This can likewise be an opportunity for 

evangelization.  Parents are never to be forced to marry or convalidate in order to have their 

child baptized. 

 

• See Appendix VI for reflections and studies regarding cohabitating couples. 

E. Infants and children who are adopted may be baptized once the adoption process has been 

completed according to the laws of the state the parents reside.  A notation of the adoption is to 

be included in the Baptism register.  The names of the biological parents are not to be included 

in the Baptism register.  If an adopted child is already baptized, the child is not to be rebaptized. 

 

F. After the Initiation of each infant, the said event is to be recorded in the parish’s Baptism Record 

book as soon as possible in accord with Canon 877. 

 

• The “INFORMATION FOR BAPTISM RECORD FORM,” Appendix III, F1, may be used for 

gathering the required information for the baptismal record. 

 



IV.1.3 Minister of Baptism 

A. The ordinary ministers of baptism are bishops, priests, and deacons.  When there is imminent 

danger of death and no bishop, priest, or deacon is available, any member of the faithful with the 

right intention, may and sometimes must administer baptism according to the prescriptions of 

the Rite of Baptism.  Anyone who baptizes in a case of an emergency is obligated to notify the 

closest parish so that the baptism can be recorded in the baptismal register.  The pastor of the 

child should also be notified. 

 

• The ordinary ministers of baptism are priests and deacons. 

 

• Ministers, especially those who may be called upon in emergencies, are to be instructed in the 

proper format for baptism. 

 

IV.1.4 Godparents and Sponsors Qualifications 

A. At least one godparent or sponsor must be a baptized Roman Catholic having celebrated both 

First Eucharist and Confirmation and at least sixteen years of age.  He/she must be leading a life 

in harmony with the Catholic faith, free to celebrate the sacraments, and not bound by any 

canonical penalty.  A godparent or sponsor under the age of sixteen may be admitted for a just 

cause by the pastor or minister of the sacrament.  Godparents and sponsors must be ready to 

commit time and personal care necessary to nurture and support the child in the faith.  

Godparents and sponsors cannot be a parent of the one to be baptized.  Although the selection of 

two godparents is customary with infant baptism, only one is required.  A godparent can be 

either male or female.  If two godparents are chosen, one of each gender is to be employed.  A 

godparent may serve later as the sponsor of the child when he/she is confirmed.  It is permissible 

for a just cause for a member of the Oriental Churches (Eastern Orthodox Churches) to serve as 

a godparent along with a Roman Catholic godparent in accord with the 1967 Ecumenical 

Directory [48]. 

 

• Parishes are to contact the pastors of godparents and sponsors to ensure proper qualifications. 

 

• The “GODPARENT IN GOOD STANDING FORM,” Appendix III, F4, is to be used by pastors 

to ensure the qualifications of Godparents who live in another parish.  The letter to the nominated 

godparent(s) found in Appendix III, F5, can be used to explain the qualifications to be a godparent 

and the requirement to have the “Good Standing Form” completed by their pastor and sent to the 

parish where the baptism will take place. 

 

• When two godparents are used, the godfather (who is male) represents the father of the child and 

the godmother (who is female) represents the mother of the child.  When godparents of each 

gender cannot be found, it is highly recommended that only one godparent be used. 

 

• Proxies are to meet the same qualifications as Godparents and Sponsors. 

 

B. A baptized, non-Catholic Christian can be chosen as a Christian witness at baptism provided 

there is a least one Catholic godparent.  Unbaptized persons cannot serve as a witness. 

 

• See a list of “SOME CHURCHES WITHOUT VALID BAPTISM,” see Appendix II, CCR 1-2, 

regarding those persons who cannot serve as a witness. 

 

IV.1.5 Communal Celebration Inside and Outside of Mass 

A. The celebration of sacraments involves rites that are meant to be celebrated in common, with the 

faithful present and actively participating and should as far as possible be celebrated in that way 

rather than by an individual or quasi-privately.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1140) 

 

B. While Baptism may be celebrated any day of the week, preference is on Sunday, if possible in the 

context of the Eucharist, to emphasize the paschal character of baptism. 



 

• Parish should make an effort to regularly celebrate Baptism inside Mass, particularly at Sunday 

Mass.  Parishes may choose specific Sundays and Mass Times throughout the year on which to 

celebrate infant baptism, particularly Sundays of Easter to avoid such celebrations becoming too 

common during the Sunday Eucharist.  Please see the prescribed “RITE FOR THE 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM DURING THE EUCHARIST,” Appendix IV, Ri 1-7. 

 

• When baptism is celebrated outside Sunday Mass members of the larger community should be 

present to avoid the “private baptism” mentality, the use of music and liturgical ministers should 

be employed, and a homily given. 

 

• Although baptism can be celebrate on any day except those prohibited by the Code, baptisms are 

not normally celebrated during Lent, unless there is a genuine pastoral need. 

 

• Baptism of infants are not normally celebrated at the Easter Vigil unless the infant is a child of an 

adult entering the Church.  Easter Sunday and other Sundays of Easter are appropriate times for 

scheduling the baptism of infants.  When there are no adult baptisms or children of catechetical 

age, the parish may choose to have infant baptism at the Easter Vigil. 

 

• Pastoral discretion and considerations regarding the celebration of Baptism Inside or Outside of 

Mass may be made based on the status of the parents (i.e. mixed faith, single parents, travel). 

 

IV.1.6 Place of Baptism 

A. The celebration of baptism is to take place in the parish church.  Baptisms in private homes are 

not permitted except in cases of emergency.  Baptisms are not permitted in oratories.  Baptisms 

are not permitted in chapels without the approval of the pastor of the parish in which the chapel 

is located.  A record of the baptism must be recorded in the appropriate sacramental register of 

the parish. 

 

• Since baptism is to take place in the proper parish of the person, baptisms at chapels is highly 

discouraged and are not permitted in homes or oratories as defined by the Diocese of Sioux City.  

(Oratories are parish churches whose status has been notably altered so that the building becomes 

a non-parochial (parish) church.  Hence, persons would not receive sacraments of Initiation in an 

oratory because the ongoing presence of community does not exist.)  Baptisms (including through 

RCIA) do not normally take place at Briar Cliff University but at the Cathedral of the Epiphany. 

 

B. Ordinarily infants are baptized in the parish community of the parents.  When parents of a child 

seek to have the child baptized in a parish other than their own, the minister of baptism shall 

request that the parents obtain from their own parish priest a letter that speaks of their 

sacramental preparation and readiness as Christian parents before the baptism of the child is 

celebrated. 

 

C. Infants who are baptized in an emergency situation may be brought to the church at a later time 

to complete the baptismal ceremony, omitting the pouring of water. 

 

• See Chapter 6, “The Rite of Bringing a Baptized Child into the Church,” in the Rite of Baptism for 

Children, regarding this ritual. 

 

• When baptism is celebrated in a hospital or other location due to an emergency situation, the 

minister of baptism shall send a written notice of the baptism to the pastor of the parish in which 

the hospital is located for notation in the parish sacramental register.  The minister of baptism is 

also to notify the pastor of the newly baptized that a baptism has taken place and been recorded. 

 

• The form for “NOTIFICATION OF AN EMERGENCY BAPTISM,” Appendix III, F6, may be 

used to provide for proper notification of baptism to parents, the parish in which the institution is 



located, and the proper parish of the child.  This ensures proper recording of the baptism in the 

parish in which the institution is located and prepares the parents and proper pastor for a rite of 

reception in the proper parish. 

 

D. Parents are encouraged to be registered in the parish and this is presumed before the celebration 

of Baptism.  Lack of registration in a parish is not a reason to delay the baptism unless this is a 

sign of lack of readiness of the parents that has been assessed through baptismal preparation. 

 

E. Pastors are only to baptize those who reside or are registered in the parish or after proper 

permission is received from the proper pastor.  If the parents are of different Catholic Rites, the 

Rite of the father determines the Rite in which the child is to be baptized unless the parents 

mutually agree to have the child enrolled in the Latin Rite. (Canon 111). 

 

IV.1.7 Immersion 

A. Parishes should seek to offer immersion since it is the fuller and more expressive sign of baptism 

and the preferred method of baptism for infants and adults. 

 

• Education of the parish about immersion is necessary, especially for parents of infants at the time 

of baptismal preparation.  Materials are available through the Office of Worship and Office of 

Faith Formation. 

 

• Each parish should examine its means to offer immersion as an option. 

 

IV.1.8 The Font 

A. New church buildings and worship spaces shall be designed with a baptismal font that allows for 

immersion of infants and adults.  Renovated spaces should be designed for immersion. 

 

• In new construction, renovation, or designing of new fonts, parishes shall contact the Office of 

Worship for specifications and assistance in developing preliminary plans. 

 

• Designs for all new fonts shall be approved by the Diocesan Liturgical Commission. 

IV.1.9 Persons with Disabilities 

A. Baptism, the sacrament of universal salvation, is to be made available to all who freely ask for it, 

are properly disposed, and are not prohibited by law from celebrating the sacrament.  Disability, 

itself is never a reason for deferring baptism.  Baptism may be deferred only when there is no 

reason for hoping that the person will be brought up in the Catholic faith. 

 

• Parish leaders should consult with persons with disabilities and/or their advocates when making 

determinations about the accessibility of parish facilities and the availability of its programs, 

policies, and ministries. 

 

• Parish sacramental celebrations and liturgical rites may need to be adapted to meet the capacity 

and needs of persons with disabilities. 

 

• Full accessibility may not always be possible for every parish, but shall remain a long-term goal of 

every parish.  Parishes may decide to collaborate in the provision of services to persons with 

disabilities. 

 

• Sacramental preparation programs may need to be adapted for persons with disabilities. 

 

• Parents of children with disabilities are to be involved in the preparation of their children for the 

celebration of the sacraments.  Every attempt should be made by the parish to reach out to the 

parents of the child with care and concern.  This can include placing the parents in contact with 

other parents of the parish or area with children with developmental disabilities.  The love of God 

for the child and the right of the child to receive ongoing formation at home and within the parish 



should be stressed so that the parents will understand the desire of the Church to share eventually 

all the sacraments of initiation with their child. 

 

• In administering the sacrament, the standard procedures apply.  There is no particular difference in 

the administration of the sacrament to all infants whether developmentally disabled or not. 

 

B. Persons who lack the use of reason are to be baptized provided at least one parent or guardian 

consents to it. (Canons 868, §1; 852) 

 

C. When a person who is disabled is of catechetical age and is to be baptized, the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults is used and is to be adapted according to the need and capacity of the 

individual. (Canon 851, §1) 

 

D. Persons with disabilities, who are able to fulfill the role and who meet the canonical 

requirements, may be a godparent or a sponsor for those celebrating the sacraments of initiation.  

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults #10 and #11) 

 

IV.1.10 Other Matters 

A. Photography and videographing should not become a distraction during the celebration of the 

sacraments.  Parishes may establish their own policies regarding the use of cameras during the 

rites. 

 

• People should be informed of policies related to the use of cameras in advance if possible. 

 

B. Couples who experience a miscarriage are to receive pastoral care. 

 

• For pastoral care tips, rituals, and other information regarding miscarriages, please see Appendix 

V, “Miscarriage Concerns.” 

 


