
The online courses in the Creation Care School are an excellent resource for parishes that want to start creation care 
ministry, for study groups and for individuals. 
 
The presenter, Norman Levesque, is a Catholic theologian and an environmentalist from Canada. The videos in each set 
of presentations are short (5-30 minutes). The presenter speaks at a pace that allows people to absorb what he is saying. 
 
I believe that Laudato Si’: A Revolutionary Encyclical could benefit everyone and that Greening Your Church and 
Developing Creation Care Ministry are very practical for a parish that wants to get started a creation care ministry. 
 
I also recommend the four videos about rituals with water, fire, soil, and air in the Cultivating a Spirituality of Creation 
course in the section called Religious Ritual to be used for Sacramental prep. or RCIA.   
 
 
Sr. Janice Hoffman, OSF 
 
***** 
Courtesy of Sr. Janice, following are notes on each of the courses and links to access them:  
 
Laudato Si': A Revolutionary Encyclical 
Caring for our common home through prayer and action 
This is a good explanation of the encyclical approached from a variety of themes, always giving the paragraph numbers 
and often giving the biblical chapter and verse. The first sessions would be acceptable to anyone. He gradually discusses 
topics that are more challenging, like fossil fuel, mining in developing countries, and first nations. But he respects 
people’s opinions as well as explains how we got where we are and how these practices hurt people. There is emphasis 
on the spiritual and the sacredness of creation as the motivation for protecting it. 
  
Greening Your Church 
10 proven to move your community towards sustainability 
This is good practical information on how to form a Green Team (Creation Care Team). All videos are less than four 
minutes. 
  
The following courses are longer and would be good for more in-depth study. The content is good and is not technical. 
  
Discovering the Green Pages of the Bible 
Exclusive guide to ecological values in Sacred Scripture 
Content includes:  
In this course Norman Levesque gives explanations of the order of the six days of creation in contrast to evolution; the 
image of the earth and sky that OT people had; modern cosmology; the problem of red meat; the misunderstanding of 
“have dominion over the earth;” water, air, and minerals in our bodies and the care of these in creation/sustainability; 
ps. 104 and Job 38-41; biodiversity/interdependence/extinction; right relationship between humans and creatures; 
scripture references for land degradation; owning the land vs belonging to it; Sabbath/productivity; environmental 
awareness in Jonah; Jesus’ relationship with creation; Deut. 11:12-17 and Matt. 22:37; the Cosmic Christ; eco-critical 
interpretation of scripture passages that aren’t obviously “green” verses; and the two “books” that reveal God (bible & 
creation). He addresses the need to live in harmony with other creatures; the challenge of the consumption of world 
population will increase from 1 billion in 1804 to 9 billion in 2037; parables inspired by ecology and by economy; 
scriptures that raise environmental awareness; and living the end times Good News; 
  
  
Cultivating a Spirituality of Creation 
Grow your spirituality: let Creation lead you to God 
Content includes:  
In this course Norman Levesque defines spirituality and gives stories or quotes from Saints in Antiquity, Middle Ages, 
and the Early Modern Period. (Many of the stories of Saints from these periods are legends which I don’t think would 
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help the cause of convincing climate crisis skeptics to take them seriously.) But the video that gives a brief historical 
analysis explains why there are times when no records exist of Saints  talking about creation, including the Crusades 
when there was a lack of appreciation of human life of people of other religions; the Renaissance when human beings 
were glorified; and Early Modern Period when attitudes were influenced by Calvin who rejected evangelical poverty and 
promoted commerce, the pope who emphasized sin, Francis Bacon who believed in the manipulating nature, Rene 
Descartes who said that the animal is but a clock composed of wheels and springs, and finally the period of Colonization 
with the doctrine of discovery by Pope Nicholas V. There are videos on St. Francis of Assisi and the Canticle of the 
Creatures. Next there are videos on four spiritualities that have a special relationship with nature: Celtic, Benedictine, 
Franciscan, and Native.  
The next five videos are about the Eucharist which include discussion of natural items used, prayers about creation, the 
problem of chemicals and pesticides, purchasing locally, the five mass extinctions and the modern extinction that 
includes extinction of species, pollution, excessive hunting, climate change. He talks about Communion as the 
community that is being united. He suggests ways to incorporate prayers into the Mass and recommends some actions 
to do. There are four very good videos about rituals. 1. Water 2. Fire 3. Air 4. Soil that include properties & symbols of 
each element and their use in Sacraments & other liturgies, as well as related prayers and scriptures.  Cosmic Walk 
video describes something similar to the labyrinth, but it starts in the middle and the walk is spiral. It is labeled with 
events of evolution, starting with the big bang.  The video on prayers gives examples of prayers of thanksgiving, 
confession, petition, and praise/contemplation. The video on parables inspired by nature includes parables of Jesus and 
samples of parables we could write inspired by nature, such as the dandelion. 
  
Developing Creation Care Ministry  
Comprehensive training to launch this new ministry in your church 
This would be good for a parish starting creation care ministry.   
Content includes:  
Goals: Reducing the environmental footprint, deepen eco spirituality, being aware of the victims of climate crisis who 
are vulnerable, future generations, endangered species. Fruits of creation care in parish: youth, new volunteers, new 
projects, saving money, dialogue with other churches, outreach, positive media coverage. Creation Care Ministry is 
defined and identified as different from social justice ministry & from theology. It was supported by popes in 1972,2010, 
2015. It’s not creationist (not scientific-based) nor environmental (only scientific-based). Church’s resistance to ecology: 
Reasons are that it is dirty, complex, political. History of church and nature: There are periods when the Church focus 
was incompatible with care of creation: during the crusades, the Renaissance, colonization, and the industrial age.  He 
discusses the misunderstanding of “dominion” in Genesis. Structuring Creation Care Ministry & Three Pillars of 
Creation Care Ministry:  All three pillars of spirituality (attitudes & values), education (knowledge & understanding), and 
action (skills & practice) are needed for success. Spirituality of Creation: The bible isn’t perfect in care of creation, but 
there are good passages - Gen. 2:5-15, ps. 104. In the OT most people live in a rural setting. There aren’t a lot of creation 
references in the NT because people were under Roman rule. Main ones are Mk 16:15, Rom. 8:18-24.  Church Fathers: 
Clement of Rome, John Chrysostom, Isaac of Nineveh. Ecological Saints: Kevin of Glendalough, Hildegard of Bingen, 
Francis of Assisi, Katei Tekakwitha. Eucharistic prayers: separate video. Church statements: Laudato Si, Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops Our Relation to the Environment – a Need for Conversion, 2008, Bishop Luc Bouchard on 
the oil sands 1/25/2009 , Paul VI Message at the Conference of Stockholm, 6/1/72, John Paul II Message for 1/1/1990, 
Benedict XVI World Day of Peace, par. 6, 1/1/2010, Pope Francis, Laudato Si LS221, 6/2015. (Others can be found in the 
footnotes of Laudato Si.)  Christian Spiritualists: Benedictine, Celtic, Franciscan, Native. Opportunities to share 
Spirituality of Creation: List of opportunities: Eucharistic liturgy, homily, catechesis, bible group, prayer group, retreat in 
nature Typical representations of the environment: Examples given are: a resource to be managed, a problem to be 
solved, neighborhood to be cared for, community project to be accomplished, part of the biosphere, part of nature to be 
respected, creation of God to be contemplated. These fall under anthropocentric, sociocentric, ecocentric, biocentric, 
theocentric. Environmental education: Accompany the person in learning about the relationship they have with their 
local, regional and global surroundings.  Understand sustainable development. Various models are described. There are 
also videos under topics of Strategies for environmental education at church, Action and Designing actions.  
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