
 

CANCELLATION 

Masses are not available to the 

public until further notice. 

The Rectory is closed until 

further notice. 

Let us all continue to pray for 

one another, and the Church. 

654 South 86th Street            Omaha, Nebraska 68114            Phone: 402-391-3606            www.ctkomaha.org            ctkparish@ctkomaha.org 

 

 

Interested in becoming a parishioner? 

Stay tuned for the next New Parishioner 

Orientation. Mass for a Parish Orientation 

Session. Coffee and donuts will be served. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Rectory:   
Phone: (402) 391-3606 
Fax: (402) 391-1498 

 

Mass Times: 
(402) 391-6205 

 

Prayer Request:   
(402) 614-9433 
prayers@ctkomaha.org 

 

Religious Education & Sacraments:   
(402) 391-3624 

 

School: 
Phone: (402) 391-0977 
Fax: (402) 391-2418 

6th Sunday of Easter May 17, 2020 

Bulletin Submissions 

Due by end of day Thursday the week prior. 

Email a brief description to 

ctkparish@ctkomaha.org.  
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Reopening Public Masses: We will gradually 
reopen Masses to the public beginning on Memo-
rial Day, Monday, May 25 at 9 a.m.; then, on the 
following day, May 26, and thereafter we will offer 
an abridged schedule of Masses open to the public: 

 Weekdays at 12:10 p.m. 

 Saturdays at 8:15 a.m. 

 Sundays at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The dispensation issued by Archbishop Lucas contin-
ues until further notice. This dispensation releases the 
faithful from the obligation to participate in Sabbath 
Masses and Holy Days of Obligation. As a result, no 
one should feel pressured to attend these public 
Masses. In fact, if you show any symptoms of corona-
virus, please stay home out of concern for others. 
Moreover, we encourage all vulnerable people due to 
age or underlying health concerns to continue to stay 
at home to safeguard their health and that of their 
loved ones. 

We will still broadcast Masses from Christ the King on 
YouTube around 11 a.m. on weekdays and on Sun-
day mornings around 8 a.m. To record these Masses, 
the church will be closed until 9 a.m. on weekday 
mornings and beginning at 4 p.m. on Saturdays. 

We ask those who attend Mass to wash their hands 
before and after Mass and to consider wearing masks 
for the sake of others. While acknowledging the right 
to receive Holy Communion on the tongue, we also 
ask participants to consider receiving the Host on the 
palms of their hands. Keep in mind that we are not 
obliged to receive Holy Communion except once a 
year so, if you have any concerns, you need not at-
tend Mass nor receive Holy Communion if you attend. 

We could use your help, however, in serving as greet-
ers for the Sunday Masses and to help disinfect the 
church before and after each and every Mass. We 
have purchased backpack canisters that emit a fine 
mist of heavy duty disinfectant. It takes about 15 
minutes to spray the entire church and door handles. 

If you would like to make our public Masses possible 
again, please volunteer to be a greeter 20 minutes 
before Mass or a “Germbuster” by contacting Juli Kaf-
tan at juliannkaftan@gmail.com. While we will not re-
sume the use of ushers, altar servers or EMHC for the 
moment, we do invite any mandated readers who 
would like to assist at the public Masses to contact 
Laura Rau at raul@ctkomaha.org. 

We will have to work out any kinks so we appreciate 
your patience ahead of time. We will constantly evalu-
ate the health scene and exigencies for public Mass-
es to make any future changes. More information to 
come. 

From Fr.  Cook  

Ascension Thursday: This Thursday, May 21, 
is the fortieth day of Easter and the Solemnity of the 
Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into Heaven. He 
has returned to sit at the Father’s right hand where He 
is Judge of the living and the dead. 

Because of the current dispensation from the obliga-
tion to assist at Masses, it is not required to attend 
Mass this Thursday. Moreover, our parish will not be 
reopened for public Masses in time for the Ascension 
but we hope that you will still enter into the joy and 
mystery of this day by watching our televised Mass at 
12 noon this Thursday and by saying the Glorious 
Mysteries of the rosary. 

As flowers bloom, so do our students 

The month of May is dedicated to honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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Jesus Christ is the Head of the Mystical Body, the 
Church, the People of God… us! Where the head 
goes, the body follows. This Thursday we especially 
meditate upon and imagine Heaven. What will it be 
like? Can you imagine seeing your deceased loved 
ones again? What will God fully look like? Just how 
happy is eternal happiness? 

God desires all of us to be with Him above but en-
trance into Heaven isn’t automatic upon death. Heav-

en is the result of choices lived out in this life: an in-
tentional choice to do all that is necessary to obtain 
Heaven. As Jesus says in the Gospel today: 
“‘Whoever has my commandments and observes 
them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and re-
veal myself to him.’” They say that the best way to 
obtain Heaven is to live like you are already in it. May 
we embrace the Truth of Christ and abandon sin and 
seek His radiant Face. 

 

School Year’s End: This past Thursday was 
the final day of our 2019-2020 school year and the 
last day of remote learning. It goes without saying that 
this last quarter has been extraordinarily challenging 
for everyone. I am so impressed with our teachers’ 
alacrity for learning new technology and apps to help 
the students. I am amazed by you parents who jug-
gled parenting, jobs, teaching, staying at home, tech-
nology demands, etc. In adverse times you shined in 
your patience, ingenuity and faith. 

We have learned much from this ordeal and will be 
ready to offer a more cohesive experience for the fu-
ture. Seeing the benefits of remote learning but also 
the need to keep our faculty, students and families up
-to-date should social distancing be required in the 
future, we are forming a Remote Learning Committee. 
Under the leadership of Chris Segrell, our school prin-
cipal, and composed of administration, select school 
parents and teachers, and our own IT Director, Bran-
don Odom, the committee will share best practices, 
provide a central plan, organize technology tutorials 
for teachers during the summer, establish best apps 
and forms of communication for families, and create 
unified expectations for all grade levels that will opti-
mize our use of remote technology for the 2020-2021 
school year. We are also looking into options for so-
cial distancing in the physical classrooms and school 
building to accommodate any possible requirements. 

We hope you will consider our parish five-day 
school for your children. In addition to an amaz-
ing academic education that is tailored to each child, 
our school is Catholic and our Faith is incorporated 
into all subjects, let alone religion classes and cele-
brations of the sacraments and Christian devotions. 
For more information about our outstanding school, 
visit our parish website or call the school at (402) 391-
0977. 

 

Thank you: Lamentably, I was not able to join our 
blessing of mothers last Saturday or concelebrate our 
recorded Mass last weekend because of a death in 
my immediate family. My aunt Mary Patricia “Patty” 
McGuire, the sister to my mom, Helen, never married 

From Fr.  Cook  

Fr. Boyd blesses mothers in their cars on May 9 in anticipation of Moth-

er’s Day. Passengers also brought flowers to honor our Blessed Mother. 
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and has lived with my family since my mom’s wed-
ding. She was like a second mother to us kids and 
was especially important to us after our father died in 
1980. Patty taught me Catholic prayers, about the 
Saints and devotions, and the value of human life. 
She would spend hours upon hours folding newslet-
ters for Metro Right to Life, now called Nebraskans 
Embracing Life, or making craft items or baby blan-
kets for pro-life boutiques and for mothers in need. 
When I deserved a spanking, it was she who cried as 
she administered gentle taps that could barely be 
felt—she could not bear the thought of hurting me. 
She staunchly supported my vocation throughout my 
whole life and lived her faith with such devotion, 
watching EWTN Masses, rosaries and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet daily. Patty loved nothing more than 
when Perpetual Adorers would fail to show up for their 
shift because it meant that she could stay with Jesus 
even longer. 

My aunt died suddenly on May 6 and I celebrated her 
funeral Mass here on May 9. I want to thank you for 
your many prayers, cards, and acts of kindness in the 
midst of the loss. Losing someone so close has 
helped me to see what all of our funeral families go 
through as they endure their grief while attending to 
all the necessary arrangements and communications 
that come with burying the dead. For all of you who 
mourn the loss of loved ones, may these final weeks 
of Easter lift you up. Jesus has promised eternal life 
to all those who remain faithful to Him. May we pray 
for our beloved dead and strive for Heaven so that we 
might see them again. 

 

Support from Parish/School Groups: I 
want to take a moment to thank some of our parish 
and school institutions for their incredible support.  

Because of the amazing work and very successful 
fundraising efforts of our Christ the King Parents Club 
over the last few years, the club, working with the par-
ish, is helping to provide funds to ensure student se-
curity. These monies will help pay for the card readers 
on the new fence, which is protecting our school chil-
dren. They will also help to add an intercom and card 
reader on an exterior door of the school on the east 
side, to repair and enhance the cafeteria exterior 
doors and to add lighting above the stairs outside of 
the cafeteria in the near future. The Parents Club is 
also allocating funds to help with the future remodel-
ing and renovation of the boys’ and girls’ bathrooms 
outside of the cafeteria. These much needed initia-
tives and upgrades would not be possible without 
generosity and leadership from our school parents 
over the years. 

In addition, our longstanding Christ the King Sports 
Club continues to support our athletic program, 
financially supporting the position of our parish and 
school Athletic Director, helping to maintain care of 
our field, contributing to the security measures on our 
field fence and for making many other improvements 
on our campus. I am grateful for the generosity of all 
the members of our Sports Club and their supporters. 

 

Staff Birthdays: Please say a prayer for our 
hardworking parish staff, who love to serve you and 
who are celebrating birthdays this month and there 
are a lot of birthdays! Nancy McNulty, our Rectory 
housekeeper and cook, celebrated her birthday on 
May 7th. Tod Kellen, our parish Athletic Director, cele-
brated his birthday this past Friday, May 15. Yester-
day, May 16, our Stewardship & Mission Develop-
ment Coordinator, Lori Dvorak, celebrated her birth-
day. Rebecca Hazel, our Parish Center Manager, will 
celebrate the day of her birth tomorrow, May 18. And 
our Director of Sacred Music, Laura Rau, celebrates 
her birthday on this Wednesday, May 20. May the 
Lord of life pour out His blessings upon them and eve-
ryone celebrating birthdays in May. 

 

Confessions: In addition to individual appoint-
ments with our priests, we will offer confession in the 
church from 2 p.m.-3 p.m. on May 16, 17 and 24. 
We will issue information about any further opportuni-
ties for Confession and any corresponding, requisite 
directions via our parish Flocknote emails, Facebook 
posts and parish website. 

 

From Fr.  Cook  

The rainbow is always a sign of hope that the storms and clouds in life 

are fading. It is the established sign of the Lord’s loving covenant and 

His promise not to destroy the world by flood.  Photo by Jim Codr. 
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Parishioner Spotlight:                          

Meet Kay Abrahamsen! From daily Mass to coordinat-
ing funeral lunches, from Circle 6 to Discovering 
Christ, from a hospital EMHC  to Nocturnal Adoration, 
Kay is very involved at Christ the King.    

Kay, a graduate of Barry University Nursing School 
(Miami), was fortunate to be a cruise ship nurse 
where she met her husband, Andrew, while working 
for Norwegian Cruise Lines. They celebrated a grand 
wedding day (her birthday) at Christ the King in Au-
gust 1978. Msgr. Gass officiated, and they were al-
ways grateful for his blessing. They raised two daugh-
ters in South Florida while enjoying a fulfilling life with 
their church, community, and friends. However, Kay 
always missed family and the heartland of our coun-
try.   

Welcome Home: “In 2014 I returned…home,” Kay 
thoughtfully recalls. In 2012, her husband, Andrew, 
passed away. She describes it as one who knows the 
goal, “He went to his eternal home in Heaven, where 
God embraced him firmly and said to him, ‘You are a 
great man, and you are deeply loved.’” When return-
ing to Omaha, she wanted to live by the church 
where, as she describes it, “the Lord gave me so 
many blessings.” She found a small, remodeled home 
close to Christ the King. She attributes this find as 
“another gift from the Lord.” Kay echoes Psalm 116 in 
her desire to serve. She explains, “I wanted to give 
back to the Lord, in some small way, for all the love 
He has showered on me and even for some hail 
storms along the way. Through it all I have learned to 
trust God. He is with me and gives me strength.” 

Living the Faith: Kay passes along the faith that 
has been given to her. She always starts her day with 
the Blessed Mother and the Rosary. “Spiritual life, at-
tending Mass, and receiving Our Lord has always 
been a priority for me,” says Kay. “One of the greatest 

New Feature  for  the Easter  Season  

Kay and Andrew are wed in 1978 at Christ the King Church 

gifts my parents gave me was a deep faith. They 
served as the finest examples. My father retired from 
the military in 1970 and found a home 2 blocks from 
this parish. Dad started a scholarship for Christ the 
King School (Col. & Mrs. Edwin H. Garrison), although 
neither my brothers nor I attended this school. My fa-
ther attributed his success and good life (including 
being a wing commander of “Looking Glass” opera-
tions at Offutt for 5 years) to the teachings he re-
ceived from Religious nuns in his hometown school in 
Arkansas. He never forgot them and remained always 
grateful.” Kay took up the baton and has been that 
example to her children and all who meet her. 

True Belonging: “Christ the King Parish has been the 
center of many spiritual encounters and religious 
events for our family over many years,” Kay explains. 
“I felt I could not be part of the parish unless I jumped 
in with both feet. I had to get involved and be em-
braced by the arms of the church and parishioners.” 
Kay is not one to do things half-heartedly. She ap-
proaches life as an outpouring of gratitude for all the 
Lord has given her. Each ministry she is involved in 
gives her an experience of communion with Christ in 
others. During Nocturnal Adoration, she feels her fa-
ther’s presence because of his devotion to this prayer-
ful and faithful society. She describes the funeral min-
istry as “being with the souls of the faithful departed,” 
and the “awesome” experience of bringing Christ in 
the Eucharist to those in the hospital and the home-
bound. It is obvious that everything she does is done 
out of love.  

Hope for the Future: Kay says: “My goal every day 
is to draw close to our Lord, because in my future, I 
want to receive that firm hug from God as I walk 
through the glorious gate of Heaven and see all the 
loved ones I have recalled here.” Christ the King Par-
ish thanks Kay Abrahamsen for inspiring involvement 
and her generous witness to the possibilities of living 
life on Holy ground. 

Kay visits Tuscany in 2018 
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 FIRST READING (Acts 8:5-8, 14-17) 

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and pro-
claimed the Christ to them. With one accord, the 
crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip 
when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing. 
For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came 
out of many possessed people, and many paralyzed 
or crippled people were cured. There was great joy in 
that city. 

Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Sa-
maria had accepted the word of God, they sent them 
Peter and John, who went down and prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for it 
had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then 
they laid hands on them and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 
20) 

R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, 
sing praise to the glory of his name; 
proclaim his glorious praise. 
Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!” 
 

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, 
sing praise to your name!” 
Come and see the works of God, 
his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam. 
 

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

He has changed the sea into dry land; 
through the river they passed on foot; 
therefore let us rejoice in him. 
He rules by his might forever. 
 

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare 
what he has done for me. 
Blessed be God who refused me not 
my prayer or his kindness! 

 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

Mass Readings  for  Today,  May 17  

SECOND READING (1 Pt 3:15-18) 

Beloved: Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Al-
ways be ready to give an explanation to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it with 
gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience 
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who de-
fame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be 
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that be the will of God, than for doing evil. 

For Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous 
for the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead 
you to God. Put to death in the flesh, he was brought 
to life in the Spirit. 

 

GOSPEL (Jn 14:15-21) 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate to be with you 
always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
accept, because it neither sees nor knows him. But 
you know him, because he remains with you, 
and will be in you.  

I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a 
little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me, because I live and you will live. On that 
day you will realize that I am in my Father and you 
are in me and I in you.  

Whoever has my commandments and observes them 
is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal 
myself to him.” 

Jesus ascends into Heaven and returns to His Heavenly Father 



 

Mass Intentions 

 “†” indicates deceased   “Intention of” indicates living.  Marilyn Kreifels, Marge Haller, William Gaughan, 

Joyce Olson. If you or your loved one should need to 

be listed for a longer period of time, please contact 

the rectory. 

Military  

Let us pray for peace and for all service men and 

women; especially for those family members of our 

parishioners who are serving in the Armed Forces: 

Andrew Armstrong, James Carl, Alex Dworak, 

Madelin L, Jonathan L, Joo Lee, Michael Maides, 

Wyatt Musgrave, Will Spellman, Jonathan Yerby, 

Harold Sorrell, Jamila Jahic, Nick Shanahan. 

Please Pray For... 

Daily Reading Observances for this Week 

May 18 - Monday 

  8:15     † Fr. Aloysius McMahon 

12:10     † Harold Penton 

May 19- Tuesday  

  8:15     † Dolores and Charles Ancona 

12:10     † Jim Halbach 

May 20 - Wednesday 

  8:15     † Angelina Pane  

12:10     † Mike Mooney 

  6:00     † Deceased Members of the Ernest Ringel Family 

May 21 - Thursday 

Ascension of the Lord 

  6:30     † JoEllen Pence 

  8:15         For the People 

12:10         Living and Deceased Members of the Christ the 

                  King Legacy Society 

May 22 - Friday 

  8:15     † Lyle Freeberg 

12:10     † Gary Sondyj 

May 23 - Saturday 

   8:15    † Andrew Anbrahamsen     

             Mass for Sunday, May 24 

   5:00    †  LaVern Bush 

May 24 - Sunday 

Seventh  Sunday of Easter 

  8:00          Intentions of Michea Chang 

10:00      † Louise Zarbano 

12:00         For the People 

  5:00      † Deceased Members of the Kukula Family 



 

Pastor: Fr. Damien Cook 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Benjamin Boyd 

Deacon: Jon Fulcher 

Deacon: Randy Park 

Business/Finance Director: 

Rick Kucirek - ext. 212 

Bookkeeper: 

Mary Drake - ext. 201 

Mass Intentions: 

Gretchen Mack - ext. 202 

Mission Development Coordinator: 

Lori Dvorak - ext. 214 

Parish Center Manager: 

Rebecca Pietramale-Hazel - ext. 207 

Director of Sacred Music & Organist: 

Laura Rau - ext. 210 

Facilities Maintenance Supervisor: 

Eric Brink - ext. 221 

Technology Administrator: 

Brandon Odom - ext. 313 

School Principal: 

Chris Segrell - 402-391-0977 

Religious Ed Director & Sacraments: 

Christina Sanchez - 402-391-3624 

Athletic Director: 

Tod Kellen - 402-392-1052 

Other Information Parish Team 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Registered parishioners, call 402-391-3624 at least 
six months in advance to start marriage instructions. 
Wedding dates are set at the initial meeting with 
your Priest/Deacon. 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Especially before your baby's birth, please sign up 
and take our baptismal class by calling 402-391-
3624. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders: 
Those discerning a call to the priesthood should 
contact the parish priest or Rev. Andrew Roza, 
Vocations Director: 402-558-3100. 

Anointing of the Sick: 
A healing sacrament for the aged, children seven 
and over, the seriously or terminally ill. Call the 
Rectory (402-391-3606). 

Flocknote 

Follow Us on Social Media 

Stay up-to-date with everything that is happening at Christ the 

King by joining our Flocknote email/text group. Simply go to 

ctkomaha.org/flocknote, enter in your name, email address, and 

phone number. You’ll receive an email inviting you to our 

Flocknote group. 

Group leaders at Christ the King can also use Flocknote to 

communicate with all of their members. If you are a group leader 

and are interested, please contact Brandon Odom, Technology 

Administrator, by email at odomb@ctkomaha.org. 

Facebook.com/ctkomaha 

@ctkomaha 

@ctkomaha 

Parish Receptionist Wanted 

Christ the King Church is 

looking for a full-time parish 

receptionist to attend to 

people’s needs, answer 

phones, reserve rooms for 

parish events and meetings, 

schedule EMHC and Altar Servers, and create the 

weekly bulletin, among other standard office tasks.  

Those who enjoy people and who have proven 

strengths in the areas of hospitality, office duties, self

-motivation, collaboration, and attention to detail 

should apply.  Familiarity with the Catholic religion 

and culture and with computer programs such as 

Microsoft Publisher, Word, and Excel is preferred.  

Please submit resumes to Rick Kucirek, Business/

Finance Director at kucirekr@ctkomaha.org. 

https://www.ctkomaha.org/flocknote
mailto:odomb@ctkomaha.org
mailto:kucirekr@ctkomaha.org


 

Parish Support 

Budgeted for the week ending May 10th* $31,500 

Support received $27,678 

Variance-positive/(negative) $(3,822) 

Fiscal Year 7/1/2019—6/30/2020  

Budgeted Year-to-date $1,612,000 

Year to date support $1,614,159 

Variance-positive/(negative)* $2,159 

(Through April 30, 2020) 

*Includes giving on Easter Offering of $1,250. 

*Includes Online Giving from the parish website of $1,443. 

Blue Barrels: Times are 
tough indeed. Last year 
the St. Vincent de Paul 
Food Pantry provided 
food for more than 25,000 
people in Omaha. The 
Food Pantry completely 
depends on donations of 

food and cash to keep shelves stocked, and we need 
your help! Please place donations of food and toiletry 
items in the SVdP BLUE BARRELS located in the 
north hallway of the church. 

Thank You 

Many thanks to All of You for your continued 

support in these trying times. Your generosity is 

greatly appreciated through the mailing of your 

Sunday envelopes or dropping off at the 

Rectory, as well as through monthly automatic 

withdrawal or through online giving portal on the 

Christ the King Catholic Church website. To give 

online, go to ctkomaha.org and click on the 

“DONATION” button on the main page. 

https://www.ctkomaha.org
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