
 

SABBATH MASSES  
 

 

Saturday: 

  5 p.m. 

 Sunday: 

  8  a.m. 

 10 a.m. 

  5  p.m. 

654 South 86th Street            Omaha, Nebraska 68114            Phone: 402-391-3606            www.ctkomaha.org            ctkparish@ctkomaha.org 

DAILY MASSES  
 

 

Monday - Friday:   

 12:10 p.m. 

  8:15 a.m. 

Saturday: 

 8:15 a.m. 

Contact Information 
 

Rectory:   
Phone: (402) 391-3606 
Fax: (402) 391-1498 

 

Mass Times: 
(402) 391-6205 

 

Prayer Request:   
(402) 614-9433 
prayers@ctkomaha.org 

 

Religious Education & Sacraments:   
(402) 391-3624 

 

School: 
Phone: (402) 391-0977 
Fax: (402) 391-2418 

 WATCH MASS ON-LINE 

Monday - Friday: 

 11:00 a.m. premiere 

Sunday: 

 8:00 a.m. premiere 

CONFESSIONS  

Saturday:   

 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 

 30 minutes before the 8 a.m. 
and 10 a.m. Mass  

Want to become a parishioner? 

Stay tuned for the next New Parishioner 

Orientation. Coffee and donuts will be 

served. 

Bulletin Submissions 

Due by end of day Thursday the week 

prior. Email a brief description to 

ctkparish@ctkomaha.org.  

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time October 18th 2020 

mailto:ctkparish@ctkomaha.org?subject=Bulletin%20Submission


 

 

Church Sound System Update: After a 
long but understandable wait (our audio/video evalua-
tor had some health issues and was also backed up 
due to the flood of Covid-related work this summer), 
we received the 16 page, in depth evaluation and re-
port about our church’s sound system.  On August 15 
& 16, David Hosbach came here to record, monitor 
and analyze the acoustics in our church. Between the 
antiquated technology of our current sound system, 
the slap back from hard surfaces in the church, the 
misdirection of our array speakers, and the absence 
of sound absorbing materials, the analysis was con-
vincing and thorough. He is confident we can address 
and enhance our situation.  

Our next step is to formalize the exact plan that will 
include a new sound system, new speakers, video 
recording equipment, and the installation of sound 
absorbing materials in ways that will respect our ar-
chitecture. As soon as we have that plan together, I 
will present it to all of you and the final bid cost. 
Thanks to those of you who have already expressed 
interest in helping to fund this most essential repair to 
our church. We hope many of you will recognize the 
need and also assist once we lay out the final plan to 
you. 

 

Sunday Tithing: I cannot thank you enough for 
the sacrifices you are making to keep our parish and 
outreach going. As we continue to pay salaries, main-
tain the buildings and pay our utilities, we still need 
your ongoing, weekly giving. Please place your Sun-
day offerings in one of the blue baskets at the major 
entrances before or after weekend Masses or you can 
slide them under the Rectory door. You may also mail 
in your contributions or click the easy-to-find link on 

From Fr.  Cook  

our parish website to donate digitally. Easiest for you, 
you can move your tithing to an Electronic Fund 
Transfer (EFT) from your bank – a simple phone call 
with Rick Kucirek, our Financial Director, at (402) 391-
3606 ext. 212 can help make that happen. Thank you! 

 

Blue Mass: Everyone is invited to attend our Blue 
Mass, honoring first responders, police, firefighters 
and EMTs on this Friday, Oct. 23 at 10 a.m. 

 

Fr. Cook Away on Retreat: Please pray for 
Fr. Cook while he is on silent retreat at Broom Tree 
Retreat Center. He leaves this Friday, Oct. 23 and will 
return Friday evening, Oct. 30. As a result of his ab-
sence, there will be no Sunday morning Confessions 
on Oct. 25. We regret any inconvenience. 

 

Reopening Congregation Numbers: To 
help you plan the best experience for yourself, here 
are the attendance totals and trends of our Sabbath 
Masses over the last 5 weeks: 

 Sat. 5 p.m.: 75 (9/5); 84 (9/12); 88 (9/26); 81 
(10/3); 103 (10/10) - AVERAGE: 86 

 Sun. 8 a.m.: 136 (9/6); 154 (9/13); 154 (9/27); 150 
(10/4); 175 (10/11) - AVERAGE: 154 

 Sun. 10 a.m.: 218 (9/6); 238 (9/13); 233 (9/27); 
216 (10/4); 218 (10/11) - AVERAGE: 225 

 Sun. 5 p.m.: 121 (9/6); 119 (9/13); 133 (9/27); 
120 (10/4); 120 (10/11) - AVERAGE: 123 

The Stearnes, Langan, and Weiss families gather to work on their scrap-

books as part of our parish’s new Family of Faith formation program 

Christ the King School students dress up to have their photos taken for 

their annual Picture Day on Oct. 13, 2020 



 

 

Bishop Hanefeldt: There are so many fantastic 
priests that have served at Christ the King. Bishop 
Joseph Hanefeldt began his tenure as pastor of Christ 
the King in the summer of 2012. Less than three 
years later, he was asked to become the Bishop of 
Grand Island, NE. He was consecrated to the episco-
pacy on March 19, 2015, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, 
his saintly patron. As both a priest and a prelate, Bish-
op Joe has long been a hero of mine: He possesses 
courageous conviction, a towering intellect, and a 
most humble and affable heart. When he speaks, I 
listen, and I listen attentively. His Excellency recently 
penned the following article for his flock in Grand Is-
land; I asked his permission to reprint it here in its en-
tirety. I hope you will read the prophetic words from 
this holy man and meditate on them. 

 

October is Respect Life Month 

Reflection by +Joseph G. Hanefeldt, Bishop of 
Grand Island 

Twenty-five years ago, on March 25, 1995, the So-
lemnity of the Annunciation, Saint John Paul II issued 
his encyclical teaching entitled, Evangelium Vitae, 
The Gospel of Life. Each year, the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops designates October as 
Respect Life Month, a time to focus on this teaching. 
This year’s respect life month theme is: “Live the Gos-
pel of Life.”  

As the bishop of this diocese (Grand Island), I have 
been entrusted with the pastoral care of souls and 
their moral and spiritual formation. Given the great 
unrest in our society in these days, I offer this guid-
ance regarding this challenge to live the Gospel of 
Life. 

There are many challenges to the dignity of the hu-
man person in our society today. From the moment of 
conception until the time of death, life is being as-
saulted in countless ways. Violence seems to be the 
common answer for everything: the violence of abor-
tion, the violence of human trafficking, violence 
against immigrants, the violence of racism, the vio-
lence of suicide and assisted suicide, the violence of 
rioting and the destruction of property, the violence of 
Planned Parenthood selling aborted fetal body parts 
for profit, violence from those who will not tolerate the 
freedom of religion. Living the Gospel of Life challeng-
es us to present a different way of living to our violent, 
broken world. 

Each of us must look within our own conscience and 
consider how we think of others and notice how we 
treat them. What we say and do to them, and what we 
say about them to others, comes from the deepest 
recesses of our hearts. Consistently living the gospel 

From Bishop Joseph G.  Hanefe ldt  

of life requires a deeper conversion, beginning within 
our own hearts. We must repent of any disregard we 
may have had for the dignity of others. We must ad-
here to the gospel of life at all times, seeking God’s 
mercy for the times when we have not lived by the 
Golden Rule. 

Then, beyond our own personal adherence to the 
gospel of life, we must advocate for the dignity of the 
human person in the culture in which we live, whenev-
er it is violated. This advocacy takes place when we 
get involved. It happens when we step up to offer our 
own talents and resources for the poor, the homeless, 
the marginalized, the immigrant, the weak and de-
fenseless, and the unborn. This advocacy fosters the 
good ordering of society.  

In living the gospel of life, no violation of human digni-
ty can be disregarded. At the same time, Catholics 
must know that not all issues are weighted equally. 
Yes, we must follow our consciences, but our con-
sciences must be properly formed. Setting aside the 
wisdom of the Church’s teachings cannot simply be 
claimed as a matter of personal conscience.  

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), in our new introductory letter to the docu-
ment, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A 
Call to Political Responsibility, teaches this: 

 

“The threat of abortion remains our preeminent 
priority because it directly attacks life it-
self, because it takes place within the sanctu-
ary of the family, and because of the number 
of lives destroyed. At the same time, we can-

Lining the northern side of Dodge St. from 84th Street to Cass Street, 

more than 100 Christ the King parishioners take part in the                  

Life Chain on Oct. 4, 2020 



 

 

not dismiss or ignore other serious threats to 
human life and dignity such as racism, the en-
vironmental crisis, poverty and the death pen-
alty.” 

 

Recently, there has been some objection to this lan-
guage that “abortion remains our preeminent priority,” 
arguing that it places too much emphasis on this one 
particular issue.  My response to this objection is this: 
While Catholics debate where abortion should be 
ranked in the hierarchy of issues, there is NO dispute 
among those who oppose God’s design for marriage 
and family life. Abortion is THE preeminent non-
negotiable issue for those in this country who are at-
tacking traditional family values. If you do not think it 
should be the Church’s preeminent priority, watch 
what proponents of abortion on demand will do to en-
sure that this evil never goes away! 

Abortion is a direct attack on human life, and its per-
manence in our culture is destroying our society. The 
litmus test for one’s participation in public office in this 
country is now determined by their position on abor-
tion. Anyone who stands in the way of unlimited and 
unregulated taxpayer funded access to abortion is 
now being silenced and systematically persecuted. 
Yes, while there are many issues that merit our atten-
tion and support, abortion most directly attacks life 
itself.  Abortion on demand has been the preeminent 
evil in our culture since it was legalized in 1973. To 
support those who champion abortion rights is to now 
blindly open the door for advancing widespread reli-
gious persecution.  

No one has the right to destroy pre-born human life, 
yet we have legalized it as a “right” in this country! 
This is an unspeakable offense against the “Lord and 
giver of life,” yet we have grown numb to the magni-
tude of this evil. Furthermore, abortion is so essential 
to the agenda of those who oppose traditional family 
values that they force taxpayers to pay for this evil 
act, which is an affront to their religious liberty. This is 
anything but the just ordering of society! 

We know there are those who prioritize unlimited, un-
regulated, taxpayer funded abortion on demand.  As 
Catholics, we believe abortion is never an option.  To 
support such people because one agrees with them 
on other issues is to disregard the deepest flaw of 
moral character: the willful affront to the sovereignty 
of God as the Lord and giver of life. When Catholics 
who are hailed as “devout” members of the Church do 
everything in their power to perpetuate the evil of 
abortion and support those who champion it, what 
kind of moral integrity is that? The priority of the invio-
lable right to life from the moment of conception must 
never be compromised. The availability of every other 
human right presumes first the right to exist.  

October  is  Respect  Li fe  Month  

We live in difficult times. Our world is suffering from so 
many evils. Our salvation is in Jesus Christ and not in 
politics, yet as citizens we must participate in the polit-
ical process. Forces in opposition to traditional family 
values have one unrelenting goal that will not be com-
promised. Legalized abortion is bringing about the fall 
of this nation! Far from being “one nation under God,” 
we have become a nation in chaos. In this time of 
chastisement, let us live the gospel of life by entering 
into fasting and prayer, doing penance for God’s mer-
cy upon this land! 

If you are tired of the abortion debate, its supporters 
are not! Evil triumphs while we argue about moral exi-
gency. Turn off the blogs, the social media, the news 
and Twitter. Instead, as a Church and as a nation, let 
us get on our knees and pray for God’s mercy to save 
our souls, guilty of the tragic disregard for his sover-
eignty and the sanctity of human life, made in his im-
age and likeness! 

Christ the King Parishioners attend the Walk for Life every January in 

Lincoln and listen to the speaker afterwards 
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FIRST READING (IS 45:1, 4-6) 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, 
whose right hand I grasp, subduing nations before 
him, and making kings run in his service, opening 
doors before him and leaving the gates unbarred: 

For the sake of Jacob, my servant, of Israel, my cho-
sen one, I have called you by your name, giving you 
a title, though you knew me not. I am the LORD and 
there is no other, there is no God besides me. 

It is I who arm you, though you know me not, so that 
toward the rising and the setting of the sun people 
may know that there is none besides me. 
I am the LORD, there is no other.  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10) 

R. (7b) Give the Lord glory and honor.  

Sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all you lands. 
Tell his glory among the nations; 
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.  

 

For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
awesome is he, beyond all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are things of nought, 
but the LORD made the heavens.  

 

Give to the LORD, you families of nations, 
give to the LORD glory and praise; 
give to the LORD the glory due his name! 
Bring gifts, and enter his courts.  

 

Worship the LORD, in holy attire; 
tremble before him, all the earth; 
say among the nations: The LORD is king, 
he governs the peoples with equity.  

 

SECOND READING (1 THES 1:1-5B) 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: grace to you and peace.  

We give thanks to God always for all of you, remem-
bering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind 
your work of faith and labor of love and endurance in 
hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and 
Father, knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, 
how you were chosen. 

For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
much conviction.   

 

29th Sunday in  Ordinar y  Time Readings  

ALLELUIA  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Shine like lights in the world 
as you hold on to the word of life.  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL (MT 22:15-21) 

The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might 
entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to 
him, with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know 
that you are a truthful man and that you teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth. 

And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, 
for you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then, 
what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax 
to Caesar or not?" Knowing their malice, Jesus said, 
"Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me 
the coin that pays the census tax." Then they handed 
him the Roman coin. 

He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose 
inscription?" They replied, "Caesar's." At that he said 
to them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to  
Caesar and to God what belongs to God."  

Caesar's Coin by Peter Paul Rubens (1612-1614)  



 

 “†” indicates deceased   “Intention of” indicates living.  

Georgette Tadros ,the Nodes Family, the Duran 
Family, the Olson Family and the Desmet Family. 

This current list of prayer intentions lasts for a 
month. If you or your loved one should need to be 
listed for a longer period of time, please contact the 
rectory. 

Military  

Let us pray for peace and for all service men and 
women; especially for those family members of our 
parishioners who are serving in the Armed Forces: 
Andrew Armstrong, James Carl, Alex Dworak, 
Madelin L, Jonathan L, Joo Lee, Michael Maides, 
Wyatt Musgrave, Caleb Pflug, Will Spellman, 
Jonathan Yerby, Harold Sorrell, Jamila Jahic, Nick 
Shanahan. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 18th, 2020 

SUN 10/18      Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 [7b]/1 
            Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21   

MON 10/19    Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5 [3b]/Lk 
            12:13-21 

TUES 10/20     Eph 2:12-22/Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 
             9]/Lk 12:35-38  

WED 10/21      Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [cf. 3]/Lk   
             12:39-48  

THRS 10/22     Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19   
            [5b]/Lk 12:49-53  

FRI 10/23         Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk   
             12:54-59  

SAT 10/24       Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [1]/Lk 
            13:1-9  

SUN 10/25     Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/1 Thes 
           1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 
   

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 18th, 2020 

SUNDAY:              29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World       
      Mission Sunday       

MONDAY:             Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues,    
                  Priests, and Companions, Martyrs        

TUESDAY:              St. Paul of the Cross, Priest     

WEDNESDAY:        

THURSDAY:            St. John Paul II, Pope        

FRIDAY:                   St. John of Capistrano, Priest  

SATURDAY:            St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop  

NEXT SUNDAY:      30th Sunday in Ordinary Time;            
                    Priesthood Sunday  

                               

  This Week’s Readings & Observances Mass Intentions 

 Prayer Intentions 

October 19 - Monday 

   8:15     † Dan Goebel 

 12:10     † Robert Elworth 

October 20 - Tuesday  

  8:15      † Mary Claire Ringel 

12:10      † Ruth Ann Ferguson 

October 21 - Wednesday 

  8:15     † Dolores Ancona   

12:10        Living and Deceased Members of the Albert F. 

                 Sueper Family 

October 22 - Thursday 

   8:15    † John Farrell   

 12:10    † Margaret Bush  

October 23 - Friday 

  8:15     † Leo and Fran Ambrose 

12:10     † Shirley Mae Poetzel 

October 24 - Saturday 

   8:15     † Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Groller. Jr.  

             Masses for Sunday, October 25 

   5:00     † David Abboud (Fr. Boyd) 

               † Deceased Members of the Cuadrado Family 

October 25 - Sunday 

Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

  8:00      †  Buddy Kreifels 

10:00          Living and Deceased Members of the Robert  

                   Ely Family 

  5:00          For the People 



 

Budgeted for the week ending October 11th* $31,250 

Support received $36,854 

Variance-positive/(negative) $5,604 

Fiscal Year 7/1/2020 — 6/30/2021  

Year to date Budget Giving  $431,500 

Year to date Support $411,546 

Variance—positive /(negative) $(19,954) 

(Through June 30th, 2021) 

*Includes Online Giving from the parish website of $1,364. 

 

 Parish Support  Family of  Faith & Sacraments Corner 
October Community Meeting:  

Sunday, October 18th, at 11:35 a.m.  

(PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE!) 

Location: OPPD Arboretum at 108th and Blondo in 
Omaha.  
 

November Adult Meeting:  

Sunday, October 25th, at 11:15 a.m.  

Location: Parish Center 
 

November Community Meeting: 

Sunday, November 15th, at 11:15 a.m. 

Location: Parish Center 
 

December Adult Meeting: 

Sunday, November 29th, at 11:15 

Location: Parish Center 

First Communion 
 

First Communion Meeting:  
Wednesday, November 18, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Parish Center 
 

Please turn in the First Reconciliation and          
Communion Information form to Christina Sanchez 

by November 18 
 

Confirmation 
 

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat:  
Monday, October 19th 2020 

(This retreat is for ALL of our Confirmandi to be   
confirmed on Nov 22) 

We need volunteers for Confirmation Retreat on 
Monday, October 19! We are looking for the help 
of five adult women and three adult men to lead 

small groups, and help from ten high school 
girls and six high school boys. We will also have 

a mandatory training session on Thursday,     
October 15, with adoration to follow. 

Please contact Christina Sanchez if God puts it 
on your heart to volunteer!  

 

Confirmation Rehearsal 

Saturday, November 21, at 9:30 am 

Confirmation Masses 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 at 12:00 pm 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 at 2:30 pm 
 

Visit the church website for the full calendar    

https://www.ctkomaha.org/confirmation  

 

 

 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal  

We are most grateful to all our 
parishioners who have already 
made a gift intention to the Arch-
bishop’s Annual Appeal. Our par-
ish has currently committed 
$56,778 towards our goal of 
$174,265, with 9.6% of our mem-
bers participating. If you have not 
taken the opportunity to make a 
gift, you may drop off your com-
mitment form to the parish office 
or place it in the collection basket 
next weekend. 

 

 

 

TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY. We celebrate 
this day by remembering our baptismal call – to bring 
the Gospel to all! The collec-
tion today for the Society  for 
the Propagation of the Faith 
supports the work and wit-
ness of the Mission Church, 
as it provides for priests,   
religious and lay leaders who 
offer the Lord’s mercy and 
concrete help to the most       
vulnerable communities in 
the Pope’s missions. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

 World Missions Sunday 

https://www.ctkomaha.org/confirmation


 

 

 Men's Retreat  10/23-10/25 

 Knights of  Columbus Blood Drive 

Saint Vincent de Paul Coat Drive 

 Nebraska Catholic Conference Update 
Christ the King parishioners, we have 

an opportunity to assist Essential Preg-

nancy Service (EPS)! EPS is sponsor-

ing a baby bottle campaign the week-

ends of October 17, 18 through October 

31, November 1.  

Please consider participating by picking 

up a baby bottle the weekend of October 17, 18 and 

during the two week period filling it with your loose 

change and return the baby bottle on the weekend of 

October 31, November 1. The mission of EPS is to 

support mothers and their unborn babies. Please 

prayerfully consider helping them. 

Baby Bottle Drive 

This 20th annual men’s retreat will take place at the St. 
Benedict Center in Schuyler, Friday evening through 
Sunday morning, Oct. 23-25. 

All men are welcome. Suggested fee is $160. If sons 
attend and share a room with their father, the rate is 
$100 for sons. The topic is “Finding God in the Pan-
demic Malaise”, and the retreat preacher is 
Fr. Scott Hastings. For more info, please 
contact Greg Schwietz at 
lmgregs@aol.com. 

Please bring your clean and 
gently used coats, boots, 
hats, scarves and gloves/
mittens for the annual SVdP 
coat drive.  All kids and 
adult sizes needed!  Coats 
will be collected until     
November 1st.      

Look for the Blue Barrels in the church hallways. 
Catholic Daughters 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas was 
instituted as an organization in 1903 for 
women with the purpose of growing in spir-
ituality and working in faithful service and 
love for God.   

Remember the living and deceased members of Court 
Mary Immaculate #2182 Catholic Daughters at Christ 
the King on Sunday, October 18, when the members 
observe National Catholic Daughters Day. Any female 
interested in joining CDA, please contact Regent Mar-
ilyn Lowery at mlowery122153@gmail.com. 

The Knights of Columbus and Red Cross 
will host the Third  annual Bill Cihal    
Memorial Blood Drive on Sunday,     
October 18th from 7:30 AM until 1:30 
PM.  

Bill was a lifelong blood donor, an ac-
tive parishioner for 55 yrs and a loyal 
Knight for 32 yrs. With Covid limiting the number of 
blood drives your help is needed more than ever.  

Encourage your family members, friends and neigh-
bors to help out! The bloodmobile will be located in 
the North  parking lot with registration in the North 
hallway. call Rob Anderson at 402.578.3804 for 
more information.  

Maintenance Corner 
In late September, a large portion of the sidewalk on 

the southeast end of the parish campus was repaired 

and renovated. This is a portion of the sidewalk that 

connects from Shamrock Road leading to the south 

end of the church and Parish Center. Our mainte-

nance team will continue to evaluate different areas 

of the sidewalk around campus and address the 

worst parts. 

As we enter into the   

winter months, there 

will be minimal salt 

used on the concrete 

areas to  prevent fur-

ther decay. 

From Tom Venzor, NECC 

Nebraska’s bishops, through the Ne-

braska Catholic Conference, are urging 

Catholics to vote FOR Initiative 428, 

which would put interest rate caps on 

payday loans. They are also urging Catholics to vote 

AGAINST Initiatives 429, 430, and 431, which would 

allow unlimited expanded gambling in Nebraska. You 

can find a one-pager on each issue at the NCC’s Cler-

gy Resource Page, which can be used for homily 

helps, bulletin inserts, parish e-mails. 

As a reminder, at this resource page you can also find 

other election related resources (e.g., catechetical 

documents, voter guides on state, federal, and presi-

dential races, etc.). 

As Nebraskans engage in early voting, it is critical that 

you use these upcoming weeks—if you haven’t al-

ready begun doing so—to help form Catholics and call 

them to faithful citizenship. As always, feel free to 

reach out anytime with comments/questions (office: 

402.477.7517; cell: 402.615.1199). 

mailto:lmgregs@aol.com
mailto:mlowery122153@gmail.com
https://archomaha.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=335332b58bd4d41fdbc327a17&id=cc10b1ac7c&e=4de8af4001
https://archomaha.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=335332b58bd4d41fdbc327a17&id=cc10b1ac7c&e=4de8af4001


I’m sure every parent has had the thought, “Oh to be a fly on the wall of the classroom.”  Depending on the
age of your student you may get little more than a grunt or ‘nothing’ when you ask about the school day.  So
let’s take a look at the daily goings on of our students.

Preschool and Kindergarten
Our littlest learners have BIG days at school!  From arrival with temperatures taken and finding your line
through to dismissal they are on the GO! Morning meetings that include prayer, month, day, season and
weather checks, are a great way to start their day together. Preschool transitions to large group lessons and
Kindergarten goes right to Literacy stations.  (Literacy Stations are my favorite thing that happens in the
school!) With play based curriculums both groups have a lot of time to choose ways to play and learn with
their friends. Both groups have a 30 minute lunch followed by recess and a little quite time.  Then are they
are charged and ready for more! Kindergarten has focused time on math and writer’s workshop. Add in
specials like music, PE, library and technology and the learning day is packed. A prayer with classmates,
packing up the back packs and then off they go.  Whew.

First and Second Grade
While these students share the same daily start up routine with temperatures and lining up, the similarities
stop there. Core subjects now include a strong focus on reading, writing, math, science, social studies,
handwriting, spelling lists and often homework! With the new COVID procedures in place the core subject
lessons are broken up with brief walks outside for mask breaks. First and second grade have DEAR
time-“Drop Everything and Read” as well as stations for learning Math and Reading concepts.  They love
recess and lunch where social time reigns! These students also enjoy special subjects and even remote
learning lessons where they practice what learning at home might look like. If you are
lucky enough to spend lunch or recess with this crew you will learn jokes, see friendship in action and leave
smiling! They pray together, pack up together and head home often talking about what they are looking
forward to tomorrow!

Third and Fourth Grade
Welcome to the Garden Level! Moving down stairs is a big deal and it happens at third grade!  Students get
merit cards, crusader cards, and even get to switch classrooms for some core subjects. Using their planners
and taking on bigger projects are all part of these grade levels. Third graders look forward to mini society and
beginning cursive handwriting.  Fourth graders take on State projects and increasingly difficult math facts
challenges.  Students learn to navigate the teaching style of more than one core teacher as they prepare for
the big move to middle school.  

A Day In the Life
E y e s   o n  E d u c a t i o n



The Rosary is a focus in 4th grade and visiting the classroom at the end of the day will often yield a quiet and
prayerful experience. If you are lucky enough to get with this group for lunch or recess you can really
experience the expanding social lives of our middle age learners. They are also more aware of the world
around them and their perspectives are often eye opening. Recess might find you refereeing an intense kick
ball match up or serious 4 square games.  They start and end their days together and in prayer. They return
each day ready for more!

Fifth and Sixth Grade
Middle school has arrived!  The transition to middle school is a big one! At Christ the King this transition
occurs in 5th grade. Students travel from class to class, keep track of their own daily schedules, fill out
planners with ever increasing homework and are responsible for maintaining their own space.  Most years
this means a locker and binder, but this year lockers aren’t in use. Students learn personal planning so there
is enough time to get materials needed, perhaps stop at the restroom and still get to the next class on time!
This is often the first lesson learned in middle school.  Projects such as biography day, cultural roots, science
fair and even less time to complete a math facts test dominate the homework scene.  In a normal year this
would be their first experience with HOUSE, but this year the grade levels are remaining separate and
distanced. Our students are making the best of this crazy time by supporting each other, leaning in to
learning and strengthening their faith through prayers and intention sharing with their peers.  Sixth grade
students are even leading their classes in Lectio Divina for a deep dive into a new form of prayer. More
activities, more homework and more experiences means time with this age group is filled with chatter and
laughter.  These lower middle school students work so hard, with so much newness that they are often as
worn out as our youngest students at the end of the school day.  Never fear, they are back in the morning,
recharged and ready!

Seventh and Eighth Grade
The last two years at Christ the King School are a special time for students.  Moving up to the top of the
ladder is always a big deal.  Work load and personal responsibility increase as the teaching team begins to
focus on preparing students for high school.  Each fall that transition comes in to focus as area Catholic high
schools come to visit the 7th and 8th grade and share recruitment activities and videos. Religion begins to
focus on the sacrament of Confirmation and in the fall of 8th grade they celebrate that sacrament together.
Longer reports, longer novels, longer tests, all fit in to the normal school day.  Each minute jammed packed.
All the while they are being asked to lead by example and help their teachers and administrators make the
school better.  Each year it is wonderful to see the unique ways our oldest classes take on the role of leader
in the school.  By January many 8th graders will have selected a high school and taken the High School
Placement Test. In February students learn which classmates earned scholarships. The 7th graders look on
and make mental notes so they are ready when it is their turn. The end of the year is exciting for both
groups.  One graduates and moves on to a new school community.  The other knows that they will return to
lead their school.  A thousand words can’t do justice to the goings on of our great school, but they may
provide at least a glimpse of the action. To be in our school is to be in a safe and loving place and there is
never a dull moment from pre-K through 8th grade. Achieving success in our Christ centered environment is
the best way to describe our days!

Amy Becker , Assistant Principal of Christ the King School
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