
Lenten Season Updates

Fr. Jason Johnston

I hope y'all have had a great, happy and 
holy beginning of your Lenten season, 
and you have all begun diving into the 
three pillars of Lent -- Prayer, Fasting, 
and Almsgiving.
 
Lent is also a great time to really 
consider our pastoral priorities, as 
well, and how we and all our parish 
organizations can grow in the three 
areas of Outreach, Vocations, and 
Mercy.
 
Tomorrow night, we will have our first 
Stations of the Cross. It will be led by 
the clergy of the Parish. Afterwards, 
the Knights of Columbus are serving 
fried catfish in the Parish Hall. Since 
Larry's Catfish disappeared overnight, 
we've got the best Friday Lenten 
catfish in town. Guaranteed!
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On a sad note, our Director of Campus Ministry, Mary Beth Nunenmacher, has 
announced that she will be leaving at the end of the semester. We have been 
blessed by Mary Beth's presence and her willingness to take on this position. 
She has been a blessing to our students and to our office staff and parish 
community. I have appreciated the stability she has helped provide to our 
students over these last few months. We will miss her and her servant's heart, 
and we wish her all the best as she transitions into her future. She will be with 
us until the end of May. Please keep her in your prayers.
 
In the last few weeks, we have assembled a Search/Steering Committee to 
help guide us as we find a new Director of Campus Ministry. This committee 
has met and has offered valuable insights into CCM, and they have helped us 
develop a vision regarding the qualities of a candidate for this position and for 
CMM as a whole. Thank you very much to our two students on the committee 
-- Brennan Reeder and Jaycie Yott, as well as Deacon Jeff Artigues, Deacon 
John McGinley, Glenn Schmidt, and Elaine White. We have begun advertising, 
and we hope to have someone in place for June 1, 2019. Thus far we have 
received the resumes of some really great candidates. Please keep this search 
committee and the applicants in your prayers. We're hoping the Lord sends us 
the right person.
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UPDATES

There are a few things on the horizon that I wanted to 
notify you about for which we need to prepare our 
hearts, minds, and our spiritual lives.
 
1. On March 19, we will be celebrating the Feast of St. 
Joseph, our parish's patronal feast. On the same day, the 
Catholic Diocese of Jackson will publish a list of clergy 
who have been credibly accused of abuse of a minor.
 
2. Sometime in March, possibly in April, the Federal 
Grand Jury will be convening and discussing whether or 
not to indict Fr. Lenin Vargas. An indictment means that 
there is probable cause to believe that a suspect has 
committed a crime. It's the formal act of charging 
someone with a federal crime by determining there is 
enough evidence to go to trial.
 
I mention these things for your knowledge, so you can 
prepare yourselves, as well as your prayers for all 
involved, particularly from our parish. These can be very 
trying times for us, but let us continue to put our faith in 
the Lord and turn toward Him in prayer.
 
St Therese of Lisieux and prayer: “For me, prayer is a 
surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward 
heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing 
both trial and joy.” This Lenten season, let's hold on 
tightly to our relationship with the Lord in prayer. And 
whatever joys come or whatever trials, they will not 
overwhelm us and cause us to lose our faith. These 
things will threaten us into doing just that. Remember 
the words of St. Paul from this past Sunday, "Therefore, 
my beloved brothers and sisters, be firm, steadfast, 
always fully devoted to the work of the Lord, knowing 
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain."



THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS WEEK...

Today - Mass at 5:30
 
Friday - Daily Mass at 12:05 PM
            - Food Pantry bagging 12:30 PM
            - Stations of the Cross 5:30 PM
             - Knights of Columbus 
                Fish Fry 6 PM (Best in town)
 
 
Saturday - Food Pantry Bag
                 Distribution 9-11 AM
                 Mass in Macon at 5 PM
 
Sunday -- Mass at 9 AM and 11 AM, but 
NO Mass at 5:30 for Spring Break
 
Monday -- Spring Break has begun -- 
Communion Service at 12:05 PM
 
Tuesday -- Spring Break, Communion 
Service at 5:30, No Confessions, but 
please feel free to make an appointment. 
I'll be around.
 
Wednesday -- Mass at 12:05
 
Next Thursday -- Confession at 4:30
                       -- Mass at 5:30


