
www.catholicvoiceoakland.org Serving the East Bay Catholic Community since 1963  Copyright 2021

By Michele Jurich
Staff writer

On May 22, Bishop Michael C. Barber, 
SJ will ordain two men – Deacons 
H u o n g  D i n h 
and Candelario 
Jimenez — to the 
priesthood in the 
Cathedral of Christ 
the Light.

Both came to 
the priesthood from 
beyond our bor-
ders, after having 
discerned with reli-
gious orders and 
dioceses. 

Each man has an extended family in 
the Bay Area supporting him in his journey. 

Candelario Jimenez came to the East 
Bay from Mexico at the age of 17 with his 
family. He returned to Mexico to enter the 
seminary of a religious order, studied in 
France, where he learned to bake bread for 
his religious community. After a period of dis-
cernment, he entered a diocesan seminary 
in Mexico but as his ordination approached, 
the opportunity developed to enter the semi-
nary for the Diocese of Oakland. 

Huong Dinh entered study for the 
priesthood at the age of 14 in Vietnam, and 
lived for time in a religious community. At 
the age of 23, he immigrated to the United 

States, where his 
parents had settled. 
Encouraged to pur-
sue his vocation, 
he discerned with 
a religious order 
and the diocese. He 
chose Oakland. 

The two were 
ordained at the 
Prayer Garden of 
the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in 

Pittsburg last August, the beginning of 
an anything-but-ordinary diaconate year. 

Read the stories on pages 6 and 7 to 
learn more about the soon-to-be priests. 
There are listings for their Masses of 
Thanksgiving as well as their first priestly 
assignments. 

The ordination will be live-streamed 
on the Cathedral of Christ the Light’s 
YouTube channel. The Mass will begin at 
10 a.m. All seating in the cathedral has 
been reserved. 

By Most Rev. Michael C. Barber, SJ 
Gun violence and homicide have risen 

at alarming rates this 
year in Oakland. 

We know we are 
brought into this 
world to love: Our 
Catholic faith teaches 
of a God who is all-
loving, merciful and 
intent on bringing 
each of us to our 
salvation. 

Sadly, our human 
nature is not always true to God’s intent for 
us. Violence is due to sin, and it seems to 
be escalating again in Oakland, fueled by 
a proliferation of guns in our homes and 
on our streets. 

Issues quickly escalate when a gun is 
part of the situation: when another driver’s 
behavior angers a gun-carrying individual, 
when there’s a perceived insult at a bar or 
in the street, when there is a difference of 

opinion with a fellow employee or a store 
clerk. Instead of resolving these issues by 
peaceful, civil actions, guns reduce us to 
a “wild West” mentality of every individual 
for himself. The result is so often death 
and a terrible disrespect for the dignity of 
human life. 

In the last year, the city of Oakland has 
seen reports of gunshots rise by 137% − 
that is more than double in just 12 months! 
And the city is averaging 10 deaths a 
month due to homicide. 

There are many solutions being offered 
to this crisis, but I believe we will only be 
successful if we begin from a place of 
prayer and reliance on God. 

Violence begins in the heart. It can 
also end when hearts are reconciled with 
Christ. 

I hope you can join our pastors, myself 
and other people of faith and good will on 
the fourth Sunday of each month to pray 
for an end to gun violence in our neigh-
borhoods and communities. The prayer 

vigils are ecumenical and not political. This 
month’s prayer vigil is May 23, 5-6 pm. For 
more information, including a reminder 
when the location is set, email terrimcwil-
liams@att.net. Also, on May 14 at people 
planned to gather at St. Benedict Catholic 
Church, the corner of 82nd and Bancroft 
avenues in Oakland, to participate in a 
Night Walk for peace. 

Without our hearts and minds focused 
on God’s loving guidance, any work we 
do toward peace and justice will fail. Let’s 
start this movement by standing together, 
in prayer.

Pray the rosary daily in May
I also would like to emphasize the Holy 

Father’s request for a “Marathon of Prayer” 
to Our Lady in the month of May (“Mary’s 
Month”) by praying the rosary daily. 

The rosary is a powerful prayer, a 
favorite of Catholics, and has never gone 
out of style. The Holy Father prays three 
rosaries a day. 

I encourage all parishes to lead public 
recitation of the rosary — at the time and 
manner the pastors deem fit — to pray for 
an end of the worldwide pandemic. 

We give thanks that the recovery 
seems to be going well in our part of the 
world, but other countries, such as India, 
are in a dire situation. 

In leading the Rosary on May 1 in St. 
Peter’s Basilica to launch the month-long 
praying of the Rosary, the Holy Father 
prayed: 

“Most loving Mother, grant that the 
sense of belonging to one great family, in 
the awareness of the bond that unites us 
all, might grow in the world; so that, with a 
spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we might 
come to the aid of the many people who 
are poor and the many situations of misery. 
Encourage firmness in faith, perseverance 
in service, constancy in prayer.”

We in Oakland diocese join our hearts 
in prayer to Our Lady with the Holy 
Father’s intention.
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Bishop Barber

Begin with a prayer to end gun violence 

On our cover
The Mission Alignment Process committee members at the Cathedral of Christ 

the Light, after their first meeting. Front row: Paul Bongiovanni (ex-officio); Mary 
Fair; Father Mark Ruiz; Rick Medeiros (co-chair) and Bishop Michael C. Barber, 
SJ. Second Row: Cristina Torres; Jocelyn Pierre-Antoine; Amanda Wehrman. 
Third row: Eric Hom; Father Jimmy Macalinao; Steve Wilcox (ex-officio); Father 
Lawrence D’Anjou (co-chair). Top row: Father Anthony Huong Le; Father Brandon 
Macadaeg; Father Leo Edgerly, Father Jayson Landeza.

Deacon Huong 
Dinh

New superintendent 

Dr. Andrew Currier will become superintendent of the schools of the Diocese 
of Oakland, Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ announced. Currently president of 
Archbishop Riordan High School in San Francisco, he will take on his post on 
July 1. See the story on Page 3. 

Ordination set for May 22 By Michele Jurich
Staff writer 

The first meeting of the Diocese of 
Oakland Mission Alignment Process 
Commission began with Mass.

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, cel-
ebrated Mass in the Cathedral of Christ 
the Light on April 16. On the left side of 
the chapel, about half of the committee 
members, in white vestments, concel-
ebrated. 

The commission, composed of clergy 
and laity, represents a diversity of par-

ishes, ages, geography and experience. 
The members bring their gifts and 

talents to the table, which, at the meet-
ing that followed the Mass, included 
socially distanced seating at several 
tables placed around  the Cathedral 
Event Center. 

Commission members introduced 
themselves. Prior to the meeting, they 
had completed surveys to evaluate their 
strengths.  

During the session, they were intro-

Mission Alignment Process 
Commission begins its work

The first meeting of the Mission Alignment Commission took place in the 
Cathedral Event Center. 

continued on p. 9
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We welcome the statement of the 
Governor removing limits, and agreeing 
to comply with recent Supreme Court 
decisions protecting our freedom to wor-
ship. The Diocese of Oakland has from 
the beginning of the pandemic taken all 
appropriate steps to preserve the health 
and safety of our parishioners, while 
providing for our people’s right to worship 
God. The following guidelines apply to 
Masses, weddings, funerals, first commu-
nions, baptisms, confirmation, quincea-
ñeras—all sacraments and rituals.

Capacity
There is no longer a government-

restriction on capacity for services, pro-
vided that 6-foot distancing is observed, 

masks are worn, and basic hygiene is 
followed. Each parish will need to estab-
lish what that means in terms of capacity. 
Remember that family members may be 
seated together.

The Eucharist
Extraordinary Ministers may be 

used as needed but should be kept to 
a minimum to assure strict adherence 
to required protocol. If, at any point, a 
minister touches a communicant’s hand 
or tongue, proper hand hygiene should be 
practiced immediately before continuing 
the distribution of communion.

It is strongly encouraged that the 
faithful receive Communion in the hand, 
however provision should be made so 
that anyone who wishes to receive on 
the tongue may do so, from a priest. If 
the priest does not feel comfortable with 
this, he may delegate to another, trained 
minister.

Distribution of the Precious Blood 
remains suspended, indefinitely.
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2021
Upcoming Issues

OFFICIAL

Issue Date Ad/Submission Deadline

June 21 Mon., June 7
July 19 Fri., July 2
Aug. 18 Mon., Aug. 2
Sep. 20 Fri., Sep. 3

Issue Date Ad/Submission Deadline

Oct. 18 Mon., Oct. 4
Nov. 22 Mon., Nov. 8
Dec. 13 Wed., Dec. 1

Issue focus to be determined

Bishop’s Appeal gifts,  
as of April 15: $1,539,071 

May 18: Office meetings – 
Chancery Offices, Oakland, 
including 
10:30 a.m. College of 
Consultors
May 19: Dinner with 
Ordinandi\
May 20: Meeting with 
Visitor General of 
Franciscan Friars of the 
Santa Barbara Province 
 
Benedict XVI Board Meeting, 
Archdiocese of San Francisco
May 21: 7 p.m. Celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Anne 
Parish, Union City
May 22: 10 a.m. Ordination to the 
Priesthood, Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, Oakland 
 
5 p.m. Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation for Adults, Cathedral 
of Christ the Light, Oakland
May 23: 11 a.m. Pentecost Sunday 
Mass, Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
Oakland 
 
4 p.m. Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation for Adults, Cathedral 
of Christ the Light, Oakland
May 24: 7 a.m. Mass, Carmel of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Kensington 
 
11 a.m. Salesian Deaconate 
Ordination, Corpus Christi Parish, San 
Francisco
May 26: Meeting with California 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
May 28-29: Baccalaureate Mass 
and Commencement Ceremony, St. 
Thomas Aquinas College, Santa Paula
May 30: 10:30 a.m. Mass and 
celebration of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, St. Columba Parish, 
Oakland
June 3: 2 p.m. CTN Board Meeting, 
St. Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park 
 
6 p.m. Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, Our Lady of the 

Rosary Parish, Union City 
June 4: Institute on the 
Catechism USCCB Meeting
June 5: 4:30 p.m. Mass and 
celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, St. Rose of 
Lima Parish, Crockett 
 
7 p.m. Mass and celebration 
of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish, Martinez
June 6: 11 a.m. Corpus Christi Mass, 
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland 
 
5 p.m. Mass and celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, Our Lady 
Queen of the World Parish, Bay Point 
June 10: Office meetings, Chancery 
Offices, Oakland, including 
10 a.m. Priest Personnel Board 
1 p.m. Presbyteral Council
June 11: Day of Recollection with 
the Seminarians of the Diocese of 
Oakland, San Damiano, Danville
June 12: 10 a.m. Celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation (Group #1) 
Catholic Community of Pleasanton 
 
1 p.m. Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation (Group #2) Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton 
 
5 p.m. Parish 60th Anniversary 
Mass/Youth Retreat Conclusion, St. 
Raymond Parish, Dublin
June 15: Office meetings – Chancery 
Offices, Oakland, including 
10:30 a.m. College of Consultors
June 15-18: USCCB Spring General 
Meeting
June 19: 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Celebration of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation for various parish 
groups, Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
Oakland 
 
5 p.m. Mass and Celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation for various 
parish groups, Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, Oakland

Bishop’s Schedule

DIOCESE

COVID-19 Protocol Update

Bishop Michael C. Barber, S.J. has 
made the following appointments:

Pastors and Parochial Administrators
Effective June 1, 2021:
•  Father Fernando Cortez, pastor of St. 

Jerome Parish, El Cerrito, has been 
granted permission to retire.

•  Father Joseph Parekkatt, pastor of St. 
Anne’s Parish, Walnut Creek, has been 
granted permission to retire.

•  Father Leonard Marrujo is appointed 
pastor of St. Anne Parish, Walnut Creek.

•  Father John Carillo is appointed 
parochial administrator of Our Lady of 
Assumption Parish, San Leandro.

•  Father Michael Pham is appointed 
parochial administrator of St. Jerome 
Parish, El Cerrito.

Effective July 1, 2021:
•  Father Gerard Moran, pastor of St. 

Isidore Parish, Danville, has been 
granted permission to retire.

•  Father Matthew Murray is appointed 
pastor of St. Isidore Parish, Danville.

•  Father Glenn Naguit is appointed pastor 
of Divine Mercy Parish, Oakland.

•  Father Kenneth Nobrega is appointed 
pastor of St. Margaret Mary Parish, 
Oakland.

•  Father John Prochaska is appointed 
pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Parish, 
Berkeley.

•  Bishop Barber has approved the appoint-
ment by the Society of the Divine Word 
of Father Henryk Noga, SVD, as pastor 
of St. Joachim Parish, Hayward. 

Parochial Vicars
•  Father Jimmy Macalinao is appointed 

half-time parochial vicar of St. John 
Vianney Parish, Walnut Creek, effec-
tive July 1, 2021, while remaining 
Diocesan Director of Faith Formation & 
Evangelization.

•  Father Huong Dinh, to be ordained 
priest May 22, is appointed parochial 
vicar of St. Anthony Parish, Oakland, 
effective June 1, 2021.

•  Father Candelario Jimenez, to be 
ordained priest May 22, is appointed 
parochial vicar of St. Isidore Parish, 
Danville, effective July 1, 2021.

•  Father Gerald Pedrera has been grant-
ed a sabbatical, effective July 1, 2021.

Appointments for summer 2021

Fr. Carillo Fr. Cortez Rev. Mr. Dinh Rev. Mr. Jimenez

Fr. Macalinao Fr. Marrujo Fr. Moran Fr. Murray

Fr. Naguit Fr. Nobrega Fr. Noga Fr. Parekkatt

Fr. Pedrera Fr. Pham Fr. Prochaska

continued on p. 9
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Support our  
Spring Appeal and 
help us raise funds 
for our vital tuition 
assistance needs.

Since 2018, LCA Families have 
been awarded $2.1 million in  
tuition assistance.

One great network, six schools 
rooted in social justice, 1,000  
students centered in Christ.

Help us reach our Spring  
Appeal goal of $200,000 today! 

2121 Harrison Street  |  Oakland, CA, 94612  
(510) 590-8458  |  lumenchristiacademies.org/donate

Queen of All Saints School, Concord

St. Elizabeth School, Oakland

St. Catherine of Siena School, Martinez

St.  Paul School, San Pablo

St. Anthony School, Oakland

St. Peter Martyr School, Pittsburg

Visit: lumenchristiacademies.org/give/spring- 
2021-appeal to hear from Bishop Barber,  
Rodney Pierre-Antoine and some of our  
exceptional students.

Staff report
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, has 

appointed a longtime Catholic educator 
as superintendent of diocesan schools. 

Dr. Andrew T. Currier, currently presi-
dent of Archbishop Riordan High School in 
San Francisco, will begin work as super-
intendent on July 1.

The Oakland diocese made the 
announcement May 10. 

Currier holds a doctorate in philosophy 
from The Catholic University of America 
and a master’s degree in education from 
the University of Notre Dame. 

He has served for 19 years in Catholic 
education with more than 13 years in 
Catholic school leadership, including in 
Florida, the Washington, D.C. area and 
Indiana, in addition to being president of 
Riordan since 2017.

“I am impressed with Dr. Currier’s 
record at Riordan High School — which 
has grown and expanded under his 
leadership,” Bishop Barber said. “We are 
fortunate to have found a very capable 
new superintendent who shares my vision 
for improving the Catholic identity of our 
schools, and who is open to new models 
required for the survival of Catholic educa-
tion in this 21st century.”

During Currier’s tenure as Riordan’s 
president he supported enrollment expan-
sion, athletics facilities upgrades, and 
focused on Catholic identity and program-
ming.

Currier has also served as principal 
at other Catholic schools that underwent 
transitions, and has served in the super-
intendent’s office for the Archdiocese of 
Washington, DC. 

He has fluency in Spanish and French, 
and is a member of the Order of Malta, 
which provides medical care to the needy 
in the Bay Area. He also volunteers at his 
parish, Notre Dame des Victoires in San 

Francisco, and for the Order of Malta in 
the Bay Area.

“I am grateful to Bishop Barber for the 
gracious invitation to serve the Catholic 
schools in the Diocese of Oakland,” Currier 
said. “Bishop Barber’s vision for mis-
sionary discipleship, transcendent Mass 
experiences for students, with teaching 
and learning imbued and animated by 
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, 
is inspiring and absolutely necessary for 
successful Catholic schools. I really look 
forward to partnering with pastors and 
school leaders on finding new ways to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
with our students and promoting the good 
work being accomplished in the Diocese 
of Oakland.” 

Kathleen Radecke has served as super-
intendent of the diocesan schools since 
2017. Her resignation was announced 
March 1. The Diocese of Oakland’s school 
system serves 48 Catholic schools in 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties. There 

are 39 elementary/middle schools, includ-
ing six in the Lumen Christi Academies, 
and nine high schools. Every year more 
than 700 students receive need-based 
tuition grants through the FACE (Family 
Aid – Catholic Education) initiative. 

Dr. Andrew Currier 
appointed superintendent  
of diocesan schools

Dr. Andrew Currier, who has served 
as president of Archbishop Riordan 
High School in San Francisco since 
2017, will become the superintendent 
of the Catholic schools of the Diocese 
of Oakland on July 1. 
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FACE nears gala goal

Grateful. That’s the word from FACE – Family Aid – Catholic Education. 
The April 24 virtual gala, its largest fundraising event of the year, is very 
close to reaching the goal of $400,000, said Terri Porter, FACE director. 
“As director of FACE, I am so humble, blessed and grateful to all of the 
donors,” Porter said. “Our families are having to make hard decisions on 
whether they can continue to afford a Catholic education. The FACE award 
will help tremendously in keeping our students in Catholic schools. It takes 
a village, our donors are our village.” FACE awarded tuition scholarships 
to scholarships to 284 elementary and 255 high school students from low-
income families in this school year. For more information on FACE, see 
www.oakdiocese.org/education-assistance-face.
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A PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
Jan. 14-24, 2022, $3999

(or select Jordan option with Jan. 26 return)

Join us in the Holy Land!

With Fr. Richard  
Mangini

To Book: www.bit.ly/Holyland2022    
or Call Unitours, 1-800-777-7432

Questions: Belinda@unitours.com

Catholic Italy  
Pilgrimage
Oct. 24-Nov. 5, 2021
Rome-Venice-Florence-Milan-Assisi
Spiritual Guide: Fr. Richard Mangini
13 Days, $5199 (All Inclusive)
Book Online: www.bit.ly/Mangini2021

Shrines  
of France
Nov. 10-19, 2021
Paris-Lisieux-Lourdes-Chartres-Ars-Nevers
Spiritual Guide: Fr. Jim Schexnayder
10 Days, $4199 (All Inclusive)
Book Online:  
www.bit.ly/ShrinesFrance2021

Oberammergau  
Pilgrimage
Sep. 28-Oct. 7, 2022
Munich-Salzburg-Prague-Vienna-Innsbruck  
and much more
Spiritual Guides: Fr. Richard Mangini  
and Fr. Mark Wiesner
10 Days, $5199 (All Inclusive)
Book Online: 
www.bit.ly/CatholicVoice2022, 
www.bit.ly/Mangini2022

All departures from SFO
Questions or to make a reservation by phone:

(800) 777-7432
Not directly sponsored by the Diocese of Oakland or the Catholic Voice

By Father Richard Mangini
Special to The Catholic Voice

The Catholic pilgrimage season is 
about to open again. Unitours will be 
sponsoring an 11-day pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and Jordan Jan. 14-24, 2022. 

For all Christians, the Holy Land is 
a very special place— the land where 
Jesus lived and 
walked. I will be the 
spiritual guide. In 
addition, there will 
be a principal guide, 
who lives in the Holy 
Land, who travels 
with us throughout 
the pilgrimage. 

O n e  o f  m y 
duties is to cele-
brate the Eucharist 
each day at a different shrine or 
place of pilgrimage. Each pilgrim 
receives “The Holy Land Companion” 
booklet prepared by The Magnificat 
Press. We use this resource for 
daily prayer and while visiting shrines  
and places of biblical importance. This 
is a great booklet for spiritual enrich-
ment.

This is a pilgrimage, not just a tour. 
We are visiting new and interesting 
places, but we are also praying our way 
as we go. We are walking with each other 
and with Jesus. He is accompanying us 
and we are listening to him, being in the 
place where he spoke. 

A pilgrimage is like a spiritual retreat 
with breakfasting and dining together, 
being driven with in a very comfort-
able modern bus and living in excellent 
accommodations.

I have been to the Holy Land many 
times. In the fall of 1995, I spent three 
months in a sabbatical program centered 
in Jerusalem, studying the Scriptures 
and touring Israeli national parks, which 
usually have something to do with Old 
Testament sites. I even climbed Mount 

Sinai, but that is not an agenda item for 
this trip.

Why do I keep returning and bring-
ing pilgrims to the Holy Land? Because 
I have the time to do so now that I am 
retired and it is pleasure to see the 
spiritual delight in people’s faces, a true 
spiritual happiness, people enjoying this 
connection to their spiritual roots.

Finally, there is something mystical 
that opens one’s spiritual heart to be 
in the land of the prophets, to walk on 
the land where God appeared, where 
God became a human person. Our 
faith tradition has shared many stories  
and spiritual teachings that are not 
bound by time or space or historical 
moment.

In one sense, Jerusalem is every-
where. Considered by the Jewish faith to 
be the center of the universe, the Divine 
Presence continues to be felt there. The 
new Jerusalem is in our hearts, a place 
in our hearts, the city of a peace and 
harmony. 

Something new this year is the 
Jordan extension, where we will dis-
cover the Rose City of Petra, an ancient 
city carved out of a rock canyon, 400 
years before the Roman Empire. 
There is much to see in Amman, the 
capital, especially the ruins of the New 
Testament City of Philadelphia and the 
ruins the ancient roman City of Jerash. 
The Jordan extension is an add-on. 
You can do just the Holy Land and/or 
Jordan or both.

A pilgrimage is a moment where 
earth’s beauty and love for travel joins 
with our souls’ desire to appreciate the 
presence and work of God in real time 
and place. You can only experience 
what is special about the Holy Land by 
being in it.

Father Richard Mangini is a retired 
priest of the Diocese of Oakland. 
Information on the pilgrimage is available 
from Unitours at 1-800-777-7432. 

Holy Land pilgrimage:  
a place to walk with Jesus

Fr. Mangini

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The grand mas-
ter of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem really hopes that 
the improving COVID-19 situation will 
finally allow him to make his first official 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land as head of 
the benevolent order.

But for the grand master, Cardinal 
Fernando Filoni, and for the 30,000 
knights and dames of the Holy Sepulchre, 
the pilgrimage is not just about visiting the 
sites associated with Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection and praying there.

The order’s Holy Land pilgrimages, he 
said, are also times for praying with and 
building relationships with “the living body 
of Christ,” the Christians who still live and 
worship and work in the land of Jesus.

Appointed grand master by Pope 
Francis in December 2019, Cardinal 
Filoni’s inaugural pilgrimage was planned 
for June 2020, but the COVID-19 pan-
demic made that impossible.

The Israeli government announced in 
mid-April that it would begin allowing a 
limited number of groups of vaccinated 
tourists and pilgrims to enter the country 
beginning May 23.

Several of the order’s 60 “lieutenan-
cies,” or regions, already are planning 
pilgrimages for late May or June. And 
Leonardo Visconti di Modrone, governor of 
the order, said they are hoping to organize 
the cardinal’s trip in the fall.

“Our vocation is to visit the holy sites, 
meditate, reflect, pray, build relationships 
— all things we will appreciate more since 
we haven’t been able to go,” Cardinal 
Filoni said April 30 during an interview at 
the order’s headquarters in the Rovere 
Palace near St. Peter’s Square.

But that living body of Christ in the Holy 
Land still has been the order’s priority 
throughout the pandemic.

Cardinal Filoni said he was “amazed” 
by the generosity of the knights and dames 
in donating to a special COVID-19 emer-

gency fund for the Holy Land; after all, 
many of the members themselves were 
in lockdown and facing uncertainty about 
jobs and businesses.

Members, he said, added some $2.5 
million to an already promised $1 mil-
lion emergency fund to support the Latin 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, especially its 
schools and charitable outreach. The 
figures are in addition to the $13 million 
the order provides to the patriarchate 
each year for the normal operations of 
its central offices, parishes, schools and 
social services.

One pilgrimage Cardinal Filoni did 
make this year was a return to Iraq with 
Pope Francis in early March. The Italian 
cardinal had served as nuncio to Iraq from 
2001-2006, staying in Baghdad even dur-
ing the Iraq War.

Accompanying Pope Francis was 
“emotional,” he said. He was able to greet 
again “many of the bishops I knew from 
before — obviously, we’re all a bit older 
now — priests, religious and families who, 
despite everything, decided to remain.”

Pilgrimage plus: Cardinal sees trips 
as time for prayer and relationships
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Cardinal Fernando Filoni, grand mas-
ter of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre and former nuncio to Iraq, 
is pictured in his office at the order’s 
headquarters in Rome on April 30. 



Bay Scholars’ mission is educational equity for talented 
students from low-income households.  

MAKE AN IMPACT
Support Bay Scholars

Bay Scholars is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 100% of all funds raised goes 
directly to students in the form of scholarships, with all operational funding for the 

organization underwritten by the Clint & Janet Reilly Family Foundation. 

DONATE TODAY AT 
BAYSCHOLARS.ORG/DONATE

Through the generosity of our donors, 500 students from 
underserved communities are now attending one of our thirteen 

Bay Area Partner Catholic High Schools 

 $1,750  supports 1 student for 1 semester

 $3,500  supports 1 student for 1 school year

 $14,000  supports 4 students for 1 school year

 $35,000  supports 10 students for 1 school year

 $70,000  supports 20 students for 1 school year

Our partner schools: Archbishop 
Riordan High School • Bishop O’Dowd 
High School • Carondelet High School 
• DeLaSalle High School • ICA Cristo 
Rey • Junipero Serra High School •
Mercy High School, Burlingame •
Moreau Catholic High School • Sacred 
Heart Cathedral • Salesian College 
Preparatory • St. Francis High School •
St. Joseph Notre Dame High School •
St. Mary’s College High School 

Our partner schools provide quality programs that not only prepare students for college, but 
for a lifetime of learning, professional success, and service. They create environments that 

promote our students’ spiritual depth, character formation, and emotional wellbeing. In doing 
so, we are educating the next generation of ethical, innovative and inclusive leaders who will 

contribute to the greater good and a better world.

OUR WORK IS SIMPLE:

• Identify talented students throughout 
the Bay Area 

• Connect them with high-quality 
Catholic High Schools

• Support them with four-year 
scholarships and other program e� orts 
to ensure their timely graduation

Bay Scholars alumni are now 
attending private and public 
colleges and universities 
nationwide where they are 
continuing their educational 
journey toward timely 
graduation and successful 
entry to the 21st century 
workforce.

Each Bay Scholar receives a 
$14,000 four-year scholarship. 
In addition to tuition assistance, 
what really sets Bay Scholars 
apart is our active support of our 
Scholars from Freshman through 
Senior year, helping them to 
achieve their goal of attending a 
four-year university. 
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By Michele Jurich
Staff writer

For Rev. Mr. Huong Dinh, it’s been an 
extraordinary diaconate year.

While a deacon might have expected to 
spend the year between his ordination to 
the diaconate and the priesthood complet-
ing his seminary studies during the week 
and serving in a parish on weekends, 
COVID-19 and the ensuing restrictions 
delayed the parish activity.

During much of the time Deacon Dinh 
was finishing his studies at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in Menlo Park, the seminary was 
adhering to strict protocols. Among them 
was that seminarians were not allowed to 
leave the campus to minister on week-
ends, even to local parishes. 

 Deacon Dinh, who finished final exams 
two weeks before his ordination day, has 
been able to spend very little time on the 
duties of a deacon. 

 “I have not baptized anyone,” Deacon 
Dinh said. “I hope my new pastor will be 
patient with me because I did not have 
experience with baptizing people, or help-
ing with the funeral Mass or wedding Mass.” 

Patience and resilience are two of the 
characteristics that have defined his jour-
ney to the priesthood, which began when 
he was 14 in his home country of Vietnam. 

In 2010, he immigrated to the United 
States. 

“My parents came here first,” he said. 
“When I came here, they encouraged me 
to enter the seminary immediately. Just 
follow your call.”

There were challenges to overcome 
along the way.

“It’s a long journey,” he said. “I strongly 
believe the Lord called me and brought me 
to America. It was not my plan.” I came 
here as an adult. I was 23 years old and 
my English was zero.”

His parents introduced their youngest 
child to Rev. Thuong Nguyen, the former 
pastor of their Oakland parish, St. Anthony. 
Father Nguyen introduced him to the Very 

Rev. Lawrence D’Anjou, who was then the 
vocations director and is now the vicar 
general of the Diocese of Oakland.

Father D’Anjou suggested the young 
man spend some time outside the semi-
nary to learn American culture and develop 
his English skills.

While studying English as a second 
language in Elk Grove, where he went 
to live with his sister and help take care 
of her children, he was introduced to the 
Vietnamese Dominican Fathers. 

The vocations director, Rev. Minh 
Doan, OP invited him to Houston to dis-
cern with the community. He was accepted 
for admission. 

 The Diocese of Oakland, too, offered 
him the opportunity to enter the seminary.

After much prayer and discernment, he 
chose the Diocese of Oakland, which sent 
him to Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon. 

“I began my first year at the seminary 
with a year of ESL,” he said. “Looking 
back, God calls me and he gave me a lot 
of graces to be able to be faithful to him.”

After completing his philosophy studies 
there, he entered St. Patrick’s Seminary to 
study theology. He spent his pastoral year 
at St. Raymond Parish in Dublin. 

“My time at St. Raymond is an unfor-
gettable experience,” he said. “I love the 
people there. They are so kind to me.”

“I have to thank Father Lawrence 
D’Anjou, who is our vicar general now. He 
allowed me to practice a lot in the works 
of the parish,” Deacon Dinh said. “I really 
appreciate it.”

He was inspired by the community. 
“One of the assignments I did at St. 

Raymond’s is to work with the volunteers 
on the weekend,” he said. “Their faith is 
my inspiration.”

His diaconate year began extraordi-
narily. In the prayer garden of Church 
of the Good Shepherd, he and Deacon 
Candelario Jimenez were ordained Aug. 
8 under blue skies in the early morning 
to avoid the predicted heat of an Eastern 

Contra Costa County afternoon.
Because of the pandemic, the Mass 

was held outdoors, with limited, distanced 
seating. It was, nonetheless, memorable.

“I appreciate the people who came to 
support me,” he said. After Mass, he was 
able to take photos with his parents, and 
many family members. But because of the 
pandemic, there was no big celebration 
afterward 

“I drove by myself on the way back to 
my parents house,” he said, telling himself, 
“I’m a deacon now.” 

A simple and small reception followed 
at his parents’ home, he said. He also had 
some time to pray and thank God.

 “I feel very blessed,” he said. 
Later that day, he went to St. Raymond 

Parish to serve as a deacon at Mass. 
He has recalled during this year the 

homily Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ gave 
at the ordination. 

“He’s like my spiritual father talking to 
his son,” he said. “I always remember his 
homily, to be a deacon, not to assist at 
the altar, but to help the poor and pray for 
the people, to be faithful to the Liturgy of 
the Hours.”

 “I had two weeks before going to 
school,” he recalled. “Our Bishop Barber 
assigned me to Holy Spirit on weekends.”

But those anticipated weekends serv-
ing at the vibrant Fremont parish did not 
begin until Holy Week, seven months later, 
when he received permission to participate 
in outdoor Mass there. 

He looks forward to his ordination of the 
priesthood in the Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, with his parents and family members 
who live in California plan to attend. Family 
members who live out of state and out 
of the country will be watching the live-
streamed Mass. 

During the Mass, he will be vested by 
two of the priests who assisted him on his 
discernment in the United States: Father 
Nguyen and Father Doan. 

He will celebrate his first Mass that 
afternoon at St. Raymond Parish in Dublin; 
the 8 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Christ 
the Light and 11:30 a.m. at St. Anthony 
Parish in Oakland, where has been 
appointed parochial vicar effective June 1. 

This article includes information from 
an article Rev. Mr. Dinh wrote for The 
Catholic Voice in August 2020.

Ordination to the Order of Presbyters

“I strongly believe the Lord called 
me and brought me to America.”
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY —The priesthood “is 
not a career, it is a service,” Pope Francis 
told nine men just before ordaining them 
to the priesthood for the Diocese of Rome.

The service to which priests are called 
must reflect the way God has cared and 
continues to care for his people, a “style 
of closeness, a style of compassion and a 
style of tenderness,” the pope told the men 
April 25 during his homily at the ordination 
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.

The Mass marked the first time in more 
than a year that Pope Francis presided at 
a liturgy at the main altar in the basilica 
and the first time that more than a few 
hundred people were allowed in at the 

same time. Close to 1,000 people, mainly 
family and friends of the ordinands, sat 
socially distanced and wearing masks 
throughout the Mass.

Rather than walking the entire length 
of the basilica, Pope Francis processed 
into the Mass from the Altar of the Chair, 
avoiding a situation where people would 
crowd together at the center aisle to see 
him up close and take photos.

The new priests, who are between the 
ages of 26 and 43, include six Italians, a 
Romania, a Colombian and a Brazilian. 
Six studied at Rome’s major seminary; 
two prepared for the priesthood at the 
Neocatechumenal Way’s Redemptoris Mater 
Seminary in Rome; and one attended the 
Rome Seminary of Our Lady of Divine Love.

On the Sunday when the Gospel read-
ing is about the good shepherd and the 
church celebrates the World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, Pope Francis told the new 
priests that they must never forget they 
were called from among God’s people to 
be shepherds.

“Be shepherds” like Jesus, he said. 
“Shepherds of the holy, faithful people of 
God. Shepherds who go with the people 
of God — sometimes ahead of the flock, 
sometimes in the midst of it or behind it, 
but always there with the people of God.”

Pope Francis said that as he already 
had mentioned to the nine in the sacristy 
before Mass, “Please, steer clear of the 
vanity, the pride of money. The devil enters 
through the pockets. Think about this.”

“Be poor like the holy, faithful people 
of God are poor,” he told them. “Don’t be 
climbers” seeking some kind of “ecclesi-
astical career.”

Priests who become “functionaries” or 
“businessmen,” he said, lose their contact 
with the people and “that poverty that 
makes them like Christ poor and crucified.”

Closeness is key in the life of a priest, 
the pope said. First, they must be close 
to God in prayer. Then, close to their 
bishop, close to one another and close to 
their people.

“I suggest you make a resolution today: 
Never speak ill of a brother priest,” he said. 
“If you have something against another, 
be a man, put on your pants, go and tell 
him to his face.”

Pray, be poor, be close to the people, pope tells new priests

On May 22, in the Cathedral of Christ the Light, two men will be 
ordained priests for the Diocese of Oakland. Last August, Candelario 
Jimenez, left, and Huong Dinh were ordained deacons by Bishop 
Michael C. Barber, SJ in the Prayer Garden of Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Pittsburg. DO
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Rev. Mr. Huong Dinh with his family after his ordination to the diaconate in 
August 2020. His first assignment will be as parochial vicar at St. Anthony, 
Oakland, which is his parents’ parish. .
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Come place a flag at your loved ones grave.Come place a flag at your loved ones grave. 

Join Us to Thank the Brave Men & Women

Who Have Made the Ultimate  
Sacrifice for Our Country 

Join Us to Thank the Brave Men & Women

Who Have Made the Ultimate  
Sacrifice for Our Country 

A MINISTRY OF THE 
DIOCESE OF OAKLANDcfcsoakland.org

MONDAY, MAY 31ST
Our cemeteries are open on Memorial Day.

Social distancing and masks required on cemetery grounds.

For more information, please contact your preferred location:
Queen of Heaven Cemetery & Funeral Center (925) 932-0900  |  Holy Sepulchre Cemetery & Funeral Center (510) 537-6600

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Center (925) 757-0658  |  St. Joseph Cemetery & Funeral Center (510) 234-2012
St. Augustine Cemetery (925) 455-9696  |  St. Michael Cemetery & Funeral Center (925) 455-9696

St. Mary Cemetery & Funeral Center (510) 654-0936

Ordination to the Order of Presbyters

By Michele Jurich
Staff writer

Rev. Mr. Candelario Jimenez complet-
ed his seminary studies in May 2020, and 
was able to begin his duties as pastoral 
associate at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Brentwood after his ordination 
to the diaconate last August. 

“My responsibilities at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary have been a blessing,” he 
said. “It’s been a blessing in my formation.” 

He has been present, in two languages, 
to parishioners: proclaiming the Gospel 
and preaching at bilingual Masses; 
teaching young adults seeking confirma-
tion; baptizing babies and meeting their 
families; greeting people waiting in their 
cars for the groceries from St. Vincent de 
Paul; and praying beside those grieving 
loved ones.

Deacon Jimenez preaches at least two 
or three times a month. “I truly love to do 
bilingual preaching because there is a lot 
of participation in the community. We do 
have a very vibrant community in English 
and Spanish,” he said.

“People like to hear something in their 
own language,” he said. 

This extended to the bilingual catecheti-
cal classes he taught for young adults 
seeking confirmation. Deacon Jimenez 
said he likes to “encourage young people 
to know and love their faith.”

Some of that teaching involves a good 
deal of listening, too.

“I try to explain it well and I like to 
hear their views. That’s when you under-
stand where they are, what they need,” 
he said. “Young people are very honest. 
Sometimes they express what they think 
and what they believe, and that’s where 
I find a way to help. If they’re mistaken 
or incorrect, that’s our job to lead them 
to the truth. 

“Young people love to be challenged 
and to know better their faith.”

At the Easter Vigil, all the members of 
the large group were confirmed. “All of 
them were happy; it was like a graduation,” 
he said. “There was something mystical in 
their faces.”

In charge of baptisms in Spanish, 
Deacon Jimenez also spent time with 
some of the youngest members of the 
parish. Once a month, he has baptized 
babies, “six or seven every time,” he 
said. 

“I see some families of the kids I bap-
tized every Sunday, with their kids,” he 
said. “It’s a special grace seeing those 
kids. ‘I baptized you.’” 

He keeps his book of baptisms. “I want 
to keep the record and pray for those kids 
and their parents,” he said.

On a trip to Mexico, he baptized one 
baby and presided at marriage vows. 

 He has also been beside families 
during the most difficult of times, in the 
aftermath of the death of a loved one. 

“I felt I did not do much,” he said. “I 
prayed with them and grieved with them. 
It’s important as a priest to be with the 
flock, to encourage them not to despair, 
not to lose hope; to let them cry and be 
with them.” 

In the last few months, he has helped 
lead a holy hour for vocations each 
Thursday. “A lot of people come for adora-
tion,” he said.

“Before we start the holy hour, we 
have a small procession, with the canopy, 
incense and candles,” he said. “I lead the 
prayer, Father Arturo [Bazan] holds the 
monstrance,” he said. During the bilingual 
prayer, the faithful process for about 15 
minutes around parking lot before entering 
the church.

They pray for the diocese: for the bish-
op, priests, deacons and seminarians, and 
for families and good marriage vocations. 

The resources of the parish’s St. 
Vincent de Paul conference were called on 

greatly during the pandemic. “St. Vincent 
de Paul is very active,” he said. “We are so 
blessed to have so many volunteers strong 
in their faith and willingness to help.”

He would help prepare grocery bags 
from food donated by parishioners. An 
hour or more before the scheduled distri-
bution time, recipients would be lining up 
in the parking lot. 

Deacon Jimenez would go into the 
parking lot. “I like to say hi to the families, 
God bless you,” he said. “It’s a blessing 
to help them. We understand the need.” 

He is looking forward to his May 22 
ordination at the Cathedral of Christ the 
Light. 

“I’m so happy that it will be at the cathe-
dral,” he said. “I’m very blessed to have my 
parents be present, along with my siblings 
nephews and friends.” 

Two of his classmates from the semi-
nary in which he studied in Mexico will be 
attending the ordination. They are among 
his 34 classmates who are ordained 
priests.

“The pastor of my hometown parish will 

be attending,” he said, in addition to three 
classmates from Saint Patrick’s who are 
ordained priests. 

During the ordination Mass, he will 
be vested by Rev. Rafael Hinojosa of St. 
Anthony Parish in Oakley and Rev. Arturo 
Bazan of Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

The day after ordination will be 
Pentecost, he points out. “I am so excited 
that’s the day,” he said.

He will celebrate two Masses of 
Thanksgiving on May 23: 9 a.m. in English 
and 2 p.m. in Spanish at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in Brentwood. Those 
Masses will be live streamed. 

He will celebrate bilingual Masses at 
6:30 p.m. May 26 at St. Anthony Parish in 
Oakley and at noon May 29 at St. Michael 
Parish in Livermore, his home parish in the 
United States. 

He is planning to go to Mexico and 
celebrate four Masses in his hometown 
of Labor de Solis in the state of Jalisco, 
with family, friends and the community in 
thanksgiving for their support and encour-
agement.

“My responsibilities at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary have been a blessing.”

The family of Rev. Mr. Candelario Jimenez surrounds him after his ordination 
to the diaconate in August 2020. He will serve as parochial vicar at St. Isidore 
Parish in Danville.
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Sister M. Leona Marchand, OP
 Sister M. Leona Marchand, a Dominican Sister of San 

Rafael for 70 years, died peacefully on April 25. Deeply 
committed to her call to religious life, Sister Leona led a 
life of quiet joy, exuding a sense of peace and calm, and 
offered a special sense of presence to all with whom 
she came in contact. Not one to be the center of atten-

tion, Sister Leona has left us just a 
few months shy of her 70th Jubilee 
celebration.

Born Betty Ann Marchand to Leo 
and Angelina Marchand in Lodi, on 
Aug. 22, 1930, one of seven children, 
Sister Leona met the Dominican 
Sisters of San Rafael when she 
attended St. Anne’s School. 

Earning undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in education from 

Dominican College and drawing inspiration from many of 
her own teachers, Sister Leona went on to serve in educa-
tion as an elementary school teacher and administrator 
from 1952 to 1983. 

In the Diocese of Oakland, Sister Leona taught fourth, 
fifth and sixth grade at Holy Rosary School in Antioch from 
1962 to 1968. She served as principal at St. Alphonsus 
in Hayward from 1968 to 1969 and taught fifth and sixth 
grades and served as vice principal at St. Michael School 
in Livermore from 1979 to 1983. 

Sister Leona made a career switch in the mid-1980s 
and served the remainder of her active ministry life in 
the health sector. She took a position as a chart ana-
lyst in the medical records department at St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center in Stockton, which was founded by the 
Sisters nearly 100 years before Sister Leona joined 
the team. 

Retirement gave Sister Leona more time to read and 
enjoy the company of the sisters with whom she lived. 
She spent her retirement years at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Convent. 

 Even as recently as this semester, as the convent 
emerged from pandemic quarantine restrictions, Sister 
Leona was found holding court with visiting Dominican 
University nursing students doing their geriatric clinical 
rounds. She loved lending her support in their educational 
pursuits.

Sister Leona is survived by her nephew, Jason 
Gaydosh; grandnieces and nephews and great-grand-
nieces and nephews; and by her Dominican Sisters.

The Mass of the Resurrection took place May 5. Sister 
Leona was buried in St. Dominic’s Cemetery in Benicia. 

Memorial gifts may be made to the Retirement Fund, 
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael, Advancement Office, 
1520 Grand Ave., San Rafael, CA 94901.

Sister Mary Kay Moran, OP 
Sister Mary Kay Moran, formerly 

known as Sister William Mary, died 
on April 12 at the Dominican Life 
Center in Adrian, Michigan. She 
was 81 and in her 61st year of her 
religious profession in the Adrian 
Dominican Congregation. 

Sister Mary Kay was born in 
Toledo, Ohio, to William and Mary 
(Heitkamp) Moran. She graduated 
from Our Lady of Mercy High School 
in Detroit, Michigan, and received a Bachelor of Science 
Education degree in history from Siena Heights College 

(University) in Adrian; a master of arts degree in math-
ematics education from Eastern Michigan University in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan; and a master of religious education 
degree from Loyola University in Chicago. 

She ministered for 47 years in elementary and religious 
education in Illinois, California, New Mexico, Michigan, 
Florida, Arizona and Alaska. She served in pastoral min-
istry in Alaska and Florida. 

In the Diocese of Oakland, she taught at All Saints 
School in Hayward in 1973-1974.

Sister Mary Kay is survived by her brother, Thomas 
Moran of Livonia, Michigan, nieces and nephews, and 
her Adrian Dominican Sisters. 

A Mass of Mass of Christian Burial was offered in 
St. Catherine Chapel on April 15. Committal was in the 
Congregation Cemetery. 

Memorial gifts may be made to Adrian Dominican 
Sisters, 1257 East Siena Heights Drive, Adrian, MI 49221. 

Sister Frances Marie Henriques, OP
Sister Frances Marie Henriques, OP, died April 27 at 

the Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Motherhouse 
in Fremont. She was 94 years old and in the 73rd year 
of her religious profession.

Sister Frances Marie was born 
in Alameda on April 25, 1927. She 
attended St. Bernard School and 
graduated from Holy Names Central 
High School, both in Oakland. 

In 1945, she followed in the 
footsteps of her older sister, Sister 
Linda, and entered the Dominican 
Sisters of Mission San Jose. In 
1947, she made her first profession 
of vows as a Dominican Sister.

For 41 years, Sister Frances Marie ministered as 
teacher or principal in Catholic schools. In the Diocese 
of Oakland, she taught at St. Elizabeth School in 
Oakland; School of the Madeleine in Berkeley; and St. 
Joseph School in Fremont. She taught at schools in 
San Francisco, San Jose and Ukiah, in addition to three 
schools in Southern California. 

For 10 years, Sister Frances Marie served her 
Congregation as formation director for Sisters in 
Temporary Profession. 

Sister Frances Marie is remembered by her Sisters as 
a “woman for others,” with a sparkling joy, a contagious 
laugh, a deep love for community, and desire to bring 
others to know and love Jesus Christ.

After private funeral services, burial was at the 
Congregation’s cemetery, God’s Acre, at the Motherhouse.

Karen Miller 
Karen Marie Miller, one of the first women to earn a 

master of divinity degree at the Franciscan School of 
Theology and who served decades in parish ministry in 
the Diocese of Oakland, died April 
30 in hospice care after a yearlong 
battle with lung cancer. 

Born Oct. 14, 1952, the eldest 
of six children, Ms. Miller began a 
liturgical musician in high school, 
continuing through her college years 
at Loyola Marymount University. 

After earning her degree, she 
ministered in San Francisco’s 
Tenderloin District. She moved 
back across the bay to become RCIA director at St. 
Augustine Church in Pleasanton. Her ministry there 

included returning Catholics, Catholic inquiry and adult 
faith formation.

She went to St. Augustine Church in Oakland, 
where she served as pastoral associate to Revs. Ray 
Zielezienski, Paul Minnihan and Mark Wiesner. 

She served as pastoral associate at St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish in Livermore until exactly a year before 
her death.

Friends recall her gift and passion for bringing people 
into — or back to — the Church

In addition to her parish ministry, Ms. Miller was 
active in the diocesan and national lay ministry orga-
nizations. 

She served on the Lay Ecclesiastical Ministry Council; 
and with the North American Forum on the Catechumate, 
setting national standards for the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults.

She was involved in two of the largest celebrations 
in the Diocese of Oakland: the 2000 Jubilee Mass in the 
Oakland Coliseum Arena and the dedication in 2008 of 
the Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland. 

Ms. Miller, who grew up in Long Beach, is survived by 
her mother, three brothers and two sisters, and nieces 
and nephews. 

Her funeral Mass will be celebrated May 17 in at St. 
Augustine Church of the Catholic Community of Pleasanton. 
Attendance is limited because of COVID-19 policies. 

Those who wish to attend are required to RSVP here: 
https://ccop.flocknote.com/signup/55739. 

If you are unable to obtain an RSVP, please do not 
come to the church, as walk-ins or overflow attendees 
cannot be accommodated. 

The Mass will be live streamed at www.youtube.com/
thecatholiccommunityofpleasanton/ and www.facebook.
com/CatholicCommunityofPleasanton?fref=ts

In lieu of flowers, donations in Karen Miller’s name to 
Hope Hospice or Catholic Charities of the East Bay are 
appreciated.

Sandra Hodges Colombo 
Sandra Hodges Colombo, a longtime Catholic educa-

tor, died May 4 in Richmond. 
Ms. Colombo graduated from Holy Names College with 

her elementary credential and Saint 
Mary’s College with her administra-
tive credential. 

She served in Catholic schools 
from 1979 until her retirement in 
2012. She taught at the School of the 
Madeleine in Berkeley, St. John the 
Baptist and St. Jerome in El Cerrito 
and St. Cornelius in Richmond. 

Ms. Colombo was principal of St. 
Barnabas School in Alameda and St. 
Paul School in San Pablo. She also served as principal 
in the Diocese of San Jose for three years. 

After her retirement, even though her vision was com-
promised, she worked weekly at the Greater Richmond 
Interfaith Project (GRIP) the soup kitchen in Richmond, 
where she helped feed the needy. 

Ms. Colombo is survived by her daughters Suzie 
Hodges and Niki Jay; grandchildren Dylan and Penny 
Jay; and many friends.

Her service will be held May 27 in the chapel of Holy 
Cross Cemetery, 2200 E. 18th St., Antioch. A reception will 
be after the service in Brentwood. A private entombment 
will be held the next day at the Mausoleum of Cathedral 
of Christ the Light, Oakland. For more information, call 
Holy Cross Cemetery at 925-757-0658. 

OBITUARIES

By Michele Jurich
Staff writer

Nine cemeteries. 130 employees. A 
global pandemic. 

Catholic Funeral and Cemetery 
Services has met the needs of grieving 
families who sought its services during 
this time of COVID-19, navigating the 
myriad of changing health orders of two 
counties, and two spikes in the number 
of cases. 

 “If it weren’t for the grace of God I don’t 
know how we would have gotten through 
this,” said Kindlen Robles, director of 
funerals and cemeteries for the Diocese 
of Oakland. 

The spike was most evident during the 
time right after Thanksgiving through the 
Christmas holidays, and into early 2021. 

“Four times the normal number of 
decedents came into our care in the 
period between mid-November and mid- 
February,” Robles said. 

Meeting that need required creating 
safe environments for workers and the 
families they serve, and long hours. 

“We have a very dedicated staff at our 
prep center,” said Robles.

That staff worked seven days a week 
through the most difficult of times. 

“I am so grateful to the people we 
have,” he said. “We are blessed.” 

For Robles, preparation for those busi-
est of times required planning ahead, in 
ensuring that the supplies were available 
when needed, including securing mobile 
refrigeration units, which became scarce 

during the pandemic’s darkest days, were 
at the ready. 

“When we started this, we knew very 
little about COVID-19,” he said. “We 
didn’t know how infectious it was.” They 
worked “very quickly to get any expertise 
we could.”

The first COVID-19 committal, he 
recalled, was carried out by workers in full 
protective suits and masks, with the family 
asked to stay in cars 30 yards away. 

“We’ve come so far,” he said. “We know 
more about protection, how infectious it is. 
Today is a very different place than it was 

a year ago.” 
“Early on, we couldn’t do the 

traditional Rite of Christian Burial,” 
he said. 

When county regulations 
approved limited-size outdoor 
gatherings, Bishop Michael C. 
Barber, SJ, approved outdoor 
funeral rites on cemetery grounds, 
which was a comfort to families. 

More than 200 had been car-
ried out by early this year, with 
positive response from families 
and clergy. 

The spike in cases over the 
holidays is not all attributed to 
COVID-19.

“You have pandemic on top 
of what is normally flu season 
where you’d see a spike,” he said. 
“What’s worse is that people who 
ordinarily would have received the 
medical care they needed didn’t 
because of the added layer of the 
COVID pandemic.”

During the spikes, some 
local funeral homes, which had 
reached their capacity, called 
CFCS to see if they could refer 
families. Some families them-

selves called. 
 “With the grace of God, we have con-

tinued to keep our doors open,” Robles 
said. 

Which was a blessing, 
 “We welcome all,” Robles said. “We’ll 

continue to welcome all.” 

A monument stands at Holy Cross Cemetery in Antioch, one of the cemeteries of the 
Diocese of Oakland.
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CFCS continues meeting the need in unprecedented times
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Protocol ...
continued from p. 2

With caution we can begin to expand 
Eucharistic outreach to the homebound 
by priests, deacons, and extraordinary 
ministers. Both the minister and recipient 
should be fully vaccinated. Family mem-
bers can also be trained to administer 
the sacrament to their loved ones. Not all 
hospitals or nursing homes allow outside 
ministers at this time, so be sure to check 
before making arrangements.

Music
Only cantors, small choirs and other 

appointed ministers are allowed to 
sing at indoor services. They must be 
masked and maintain physical distance 
from each other and the congregation. 
The only exception to being masked is 
a presider, lector, or single cantor at the 

time they are performing their specific 
function.

Since congregational singing is not yet 
allowed, hymnals should not be returned 
to pews. Single-use worship aids are 
allowed.

At outdoor services, cantors, small 
ensemble choirs and other appointed 
ministers are allowed to sing, maintaining 
6 feet of physical distance from each other 
and the congregation —12 feet of physical 
distance if they are not wearing face cov-
erings. Congregational singing is allowed 
as long as the people wear face coverings 
and maintain physical distancing.

Holy Water
Holy water stoups should remain 

empty. If a baptismal font filters running 
water, it may be used, but it is recom-
mended that water for baptism be blessed 
in individual vessels.

Provisions for Various Parts of Mass
Ministers of the Mass (priests, dea-

cons, lectors, cantors, etc.) should remain 
masked in processions, however if they 
remain 6 feet from the faithful while serv-
ing in their role—speaking, reading, lead-
ing the community in prayer—they may 
remove the mask for that purpose. Altar 
servers should be masked at all times.

At the discretion of the pastor, and if 
circumstances allow for it, offertory collec-
tions may return, as well as the presenta-
tion of the gifts. 

The Sign of Peace must remain without 
physical contact.

Miscellaneous
Cleaning of surfaces between services 

need not be as thorough as before. We 
now know that the virus is primarily air-
borne, and that surfaces are not as risky. 

Greeting the faithful before and after 

Mass should ideally be outdoors, dis-
tanced, with everyone masked. Social 
gatherings like coffee hours are still not 
allowed.

The dispensation from the obligation 
to attend Sunday and Holy Day Masses 
continues until further notice. Although the 
faithful are dispensed from their obligation 
to attend Mass, they are encouraged to 
spend time in prayer on Sunday (such as 
following a live stream Mass or participat-
ing in a spiritual or corporal act of mercy). 

Unless vaccinated, those who are at 
higher risk of COVID-19 (e.g., those who 
are 65 and older or who have underlying 
health conditions) are to continue staying 
at home. Likewise, anyone with a tem-
perature, a cough of any sort, and anyone 
feeling ill, should not come to the church 
for a visit or for any ceremonies.

Live-streaming is still encouraged 
where possible.

Pope urges making 
vaccine more available

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis called for a global 
fight against the virus of “closed nationalism” and lack 
of concern for the poor by supporting “the temporary 
suspension of intellectual property rights” that prevent 
the widespread manufacturing of COVID-19 vaccines.

Describing himself as an “old man who does not dance 
or sing like you, but who believes, like you, that injustice 
and evil are not invincible,” the pope sent a message 
to the “Vax Live” concert, which was taped May 2 in 
California with an audience of fully vaccinated health care 
and essential workers.The concert to promote “vaccine 
equity” and raise money for vaccines for poor countries 
for the World Health Organization’s COVID-19 Solidarity 
Response Fund was broadcast globally May 8.

In his message, Pope Francis urged the world not to 
forget the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people who 
have endured and continue to endure the heaviest toll of 
suffering and death because of the coronavirus pandemic.

“In the face of so much darkness and uncertainty, we 
need light and hope,” the pope said. “We need paths of 
healing and salvation. And I mean healing at the root, 
healing the cause of the evil and not just the symptoms.”

The first cause, he said, is “the virus of individualism, 
which does not make us freer or more equal or more 
brotherly or sisterly, but rather makes us indifferent to 
the suffering of others.”

“Closed nationalism,” which is not simply concern for 
one’s citizens first, but also a lack of concern for others, 
is “a variant” of the virus of individualism, he said. And 
when combined with putting “the laws of the market or 
intellectual property above the laws of love and the health 
of humanity,” people suffer.

The pope’s remarks in the video echoed comments he 
had made on Christmas when he questioned the wisdom 
and ethics of strictly enforcing patent protections when so 
many people were dying and suffering, both physically 
and economically, from the coronavirus. At that time, he 
urged “everyone — government leaders, businesses, 
international organizations — to foster cooperation and 
not competition, and to seek a solution for everyone: 
vaccines for all, especially for the most vulnerable and 
needy of all regions of the planet.”

While patents allow the pharmaceutical companies that 
invested in the vaccines’ development to be rewarded for 
their work, many have argued that the massive govern-
ment funding of the research and development means 
the vaccine formulas are a common good that can and 
should be shared.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Holding a general audience with 
visitors and pilgrims present for the first time in more 
than six months, Pope Francis said he was very pleased 
to see people “face to face.”

“I’ll tell you something: it’s not nice to talk in front 
of nothing, just a camera. It’s not nice,” the pope told 
about 300 people who attended the audience May 12 
in the San Damaso Courtyard of the Apostolic Palace.

Because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the 
last general audience open to the public was Oct. 28. 
After that, the pope returned to live streaming the audi-
ence from the library of the Apostolic Palace.

Greeting Polish speakers at the audience, the pope 
noted that May 13, the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 
marked the 40th anniversary of the attempt to assas-
sinate St. John Paul II.

The Polish pope, who was riding in the popemobile 
at the start of a weekly general audience when he was 
shot by Mehmet Ali Agca in 1981, was convinced “that 
he owed his life to Our Lady of Fatima,” Pope Francis 
said. “This event makes us aware that our lives and the 
history of the world are in the hands of God.”

In his main audience talk, Pope Francis focused on 
overcoming obstacles to prayer, but also on the power 
of prayer.

Prayer, he told the crowd, is not always “a walk in 
the park.”

While it may be easy to “parrot” prayer, “blah, blah, 

blah,” he said, real prayer requires effort.
Prayer “certainly gives great peace, but through inner 

struggle, at times hard, which can accompany even long 
periods of life,” he said.

Often when a person wants to pray, he said, “we are 
immediately reminded of many other activities, which 
at that moment seem more important and more urgent. 
This happens to me, too; ‘I’m going to go pray. But no, 
I have to do this and that.’ We run from prayer; I don’t 
know why, but that’s how it is.”

But “almost always, after putting off prayer, we real-
ize that those things were not essential at all, and that 
we may have wasted time” on things that were not as 
important as prayer, he said. “This is how the Enemy 
deceives us.”

Pope Francis told the story of a man he knew in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, “my other diocese,” who was 
told that his 9-year-old daughter was sick, and the doc-
tors were convinced she was about to die. The man took 
a train to the Basilica of Our Lady of Luján and prayed 
outside all night, “fighting for the health of his daughter.”

When he got back to the hospital, he found his wife 
smiling because their daughter suddenly improved, the 
pope said.

“I saw this myself,” Pope Francis said. “Prayer works 
miracles because prayer goes straight to the center 
of the tenderness of God who loves us like a father. 
And when he does not give us the grace” of what was 
asked for in prayer, “he gives us another, which we will 
see over time.”

duced to tools they will use in their work 
to advise Bishop Barber on how to best 
use the diocesan resources to meet the 
needs of the diocese in the years to come.

The focus is clearly on the goal of 
becoming a missionary church, to make 
disciples. 

The commission’s work is guided 
toward  Bishop Barber’s three goals for 
the diocese: Make missionary disciples; 
the Sunday experience; and the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy. 

While commission members were intro-
duced to some of the resources they will 
use in evaluating the current and future 
needs of diocese, they heard from some 
members who have already participated 
in initiatives such as Amazing Parishes. 

Two of the priests on the commission 
attended the seminary in Boston, and 
spent time ministering in parishes in the 
Boston Archdiocese Cluster Parish model.  

The commission members are to 
hear from representatives of the Catholic 
Leadership Institute, which will explain 
the process of parish surveys, which are 
planned for later this year. The surveys will 
be available online, with the opportunity for 
handwritten surveys in English and Spanish. 

Every parish will take part in the survey, 
which is being funded by a grant to the 
Catholic Leadership Institute.

Mission Alignment Process Commission 
members include: Father Lawrence 
D’Anjou, vicar general (co-chair); Rick 
Medeiros, director, Order of Malta Oakland 
Diocese, St. Isidore Parish, Danville (co-
chair); Father Brandon Macadaeg, rector, 
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Amazing 
Parish Initiative; Mary Fair, Diocesan 
Planning Board, Catholic Charities East 
Bay, St. Charles Borromeo Parish, 
Livermore; Father Anthony Huong Le, 
pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Fremont, 
Amazing Parish Initiative; Jocelyn Pierre-
Antoine, Diocesan Catholic Schools 
representative; Father Jimmy Macalinao, 
diocesan director of Faith Formation and 
Evangelization; Amanda Wehrman, parish 
council chair, Newman Hall/Holy Spirit 
Parish, Berkeley; Father Jayson Landeza, 
pastor, St. Benedict Parish, Oakland; 
Cristina Torres, Our Lady of the Rosary 
Parish, Union City; Father Mark Ruiz, 
Boston Archdiocese Cluster Parish model; 
Father Leo Edgerly, Diocesan Presbyteral 
Council vice chair; Eric Hom, business 
manager, St. Michael Parish, Livermore; 
Ex Officio: Steve Wilcox, diocesan chan-
cellor; Paul Bongiovanni, diocesan chief 
financial officer.

Mission ...
continued from p. 1

Mission Alignment Commission members attended Mass at the Cathedral of Christ 
the Light before their first meeting.

Pope Francis 
receives flowers 

during his 
weekly general 
audience in the 

San Damaso 
Courtyard of the 
Apostolic Palace 

at the Vatican 
on May 12. It 
was the first 
time in more 

than six months 
that visitors 

and pilgrims 
have been able 

to attend the 
audience. 

Pope holds first general audience in months
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Special to The Catholic Voice
All during distance learning, Our Lady 

of Guadalupe School’s teachers have rec-
ognized and capital-
ized on their students’ 
intrinsic interest in 
science and engi-
neering. The Fremont 
schoo l ’s  remote 
learning curriculum 
has provided an edu-
cational environment 
that embeds all the 
concepts and strate-
gies of an excellent 
science program. 

This past winter, 
the middle-schoolers 
moved forward with 
their annual science 
projects. Despite 
the lack of in-person 
learning but with the 
help of their teacher’s 
remote guidance and 
support, four students 

entered and won second and third places 
in the Alameda County Science Fair. 

Prior to shelter in place, the students 
would have first entered the Oakland 
Diocesan Science Fair and then, upon 
winning in that fair, would have moved onto 
the Alameda County Science Fair. This year 

the students entered the Alameda County 
Fair directly by submitting their projects and 
then proceeded to be interviewed about 
them. 

Congratulations 
to eighth-graders Tia 
Fernandes with her 
second-place project 
“iBubble Your Virtual 
Math Assistant” in 
the Mathematics and 
Computer Sciences 
category and Tannon 
Huston with his third-
place project “Water 
Savior” in the Energy 
and Environmental 
Earth Sciences cate-
gory. Congratulations 
also to eighth-grader 
Kaleb Nguyen, with 
his “Stop the Spray” 
and seventh-grader 
Kelsea Espinosa with 
her “How Protected 
Are We” projects. 
Both received third place in the Animal 
and Human Biological Sciences.

Our Lady of Guadalupe School is open 
with over 75% of its students learning in 
person and the others learning virtually. 
Teachers have been teaching in-person and 
virtually simultaneously since November.

Special to The Catholic Voice
Highly independent and capable, the embodiment of 

a dream team, and a unique ability to create a sense 
of normalcy in not-so-normal times is how moderators 
Darren Deonigi and Helen Martin describe Assumption 
School’s Student Leadership Team.

A global pandemic has not stopped the San Leandro 
school’s team members from fulfilling their duties and 
being student role models. “All they need is a nudge,” 
Martin said, and within 45 minutes, the students complete 
a video production of morning assembly for the next day. 
“Witnessing them support one another as they create 
something entirely new each day for the benefit of others 
is remarkable,” she said. 

Thirteen students serve on the leadership team in 
positions such as president, vice president, publicity, 
media, ecology, ambassador, cheer and athletics. 

Guided by the school’s mission and Catholic prin-
ciples, the team handles a variety of student engagement 
initiatives, but its efforts to recreate a virtual morning 
assembly has demonstrated its greatest value yet. 

“They have helped our entire school community 

maintain a sense of rou-
tine,” Deonigi said, “despite 
the school needing to 
adapt regularly to changing 
shelter-in-place orders, which has made it an honor for 
Helen and I to support them.”

Each virtual morning assembly includes prayer, the 
Pledge of Allegiance, recital of the school’s mission state-
ment and school news. Team members have developed 
special features, including a weekly highlight of national 
sports, a fun facts series about Assumption faculty and 
staff, and recognition of national days, such as National 
Spinach Day and National Snacks on a Stick Day. 

 “After we conclude our daily meeting with SLT, both 
Helen and I talk about how impressed we are by these 
kids,” Deonigi said.

The school community shares a mutual feeling of 
admiration and appreciation for the moderator’s efforts. 
“None of this amazing work happens without the support 
of Mr. D and Ms. Martin, who give of their personal time 
to help moderate these inspiring students,” said Principal 
Lana Rocheford. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Tia Fernandes 

Elder Care Alliance, a nonprofit organization, is cosponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas West Midwest Community &
the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. RCFE Lic # 015600255. COA #245 SNF #CA020000237.
©2015 Elder Care Alliance

Assisted Living | Memory Care | 5 Star-Rated Skilled Nursing

Call today to schedule a visit  
and feel the Mercy Difference

Founded in 1872 by the Sisters of Mercy 
and located on this lush campus since 
1907, our holistic approach to wellness 
includes a diverse range of life enrichment 
activities and best-in-class quality care.

• Full-time spiritual staff
•  Access to our wellness program  

and rehabilitation services

Elder Care Alliance, a nonprofit organization, is cosponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas West Midwest Community &
the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. RCFE Lic # 015600255. COA #245 SNF #CA020000237.
©2015 Elder Care Alliance

3431 Foothill Blvd., Oakland 

510.534.8540 
www.mercyretirementcenter.org 
info@mercyretirementcenter.org

REVERSE MORTGAGE 

Call for a free information package

If you are 62 or older and own your house,  
a Reverse Mortgage may help you!
• Turn Home Equity into Cash
• Pay off Other Bills & Credit Cards
•     Zero Monthly Mortgage Payments 

Borrower to remain current on their property taxes  
and homeowners insurance and HOA fees, occupy home  
as primary residence and maintain the property.

•  FHA Program Designed for Seniors and Offered 
Through Private Mortgage Lenders

1-800-967-3575
HTL is not affiliated with or acting at the direction or on 
behalf of FHA or the Federal Government.
High Tech Lending, Inc., Licensed by the Department of 
Financial Protection and Innovation under the California 
Residential Mortgage Lending Act. NMLS #7147. NMLS 
Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

David C. Chee, CPA
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS ID# 263222

Serving  
the Bay Area

“I pledge to provide  
excellent customer service 
with the highest standard  

of ethics.”

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Welcome to the Catholic Church

Ina Fullbright, who began the RCIA program at the Catholic Community of 
Pleasanton before the pandemic, was baptized by Father Mark Wiesner at 
the Easter Vigil at St Elizabeth Seton Church in Pleasanton. 

DATELINES 

May 18 or 19: Seminar on racism
“Racism: An Introduction to the Tragic History of Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) In the United 
States” will be offered 7-8 p.m. May 18 or 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
May 19. Register by May 17; suggested fee $15. RSVP 
by May 17 at https://ces-event.myshopify.com/products/
racism-an-introduction-to-the-tragic-history-of-asian-
americans-and-pacific-islanders-aapi-in-the-united-states. 
Zoom link will be sent before the first session. Additional 
information: 510-933-6360 

June 11-12: Youth Conference
St. Raymond Parish in Dublin hosts “Like Father, Like 

Son,” a free youth conference. Featured: speaker and 
beat box artist Paul J. Kim; Rev. Jimmy Macalinao, dioc-
esan director of faith formation and evangelization; and 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ. Confession, youth-oriented 
talks and workshops, Praise and Worship, Eucharistic 
Procession, Overnight Adoration, Scriptural Rosary and 
Divine Mercy Chaplet. Reservations required and there will 
be a temperature check and sanitation station at check-in. 
Bubbles and social distancing will be in effect throughout 
the conference. Contact: agonzalez@srcdublin.org; 925-
574-7410.

June 24-27: Help for marriages
Retrouvaille helps married couples heal and renew 

their marriages. Oakland virtual Retrouvaille program 
will be June 24- 27. Register at www.HelpOurMarriage.
com or call at 510-709-6063. 

July 19: Golf tournament 
St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County’s free 

medical clinic for the uninsured RotaCare Pittsburg 
Free Medical Clinic at St. Vincent de Paul benefits 
from the 15th Annual Knights of Columbus Charity Golf 
Tournament, presented by 
the St. Joan of Arc Council 
9206. At the Crow Canyon 
Country Club in Danville 
.Register at www.event-
brite.com/e/15th-annu-
al-knights-of-columbus-
charity-golf-tournament-
tickets-151238978857 

Have an event to list? 
Send information to: 
Michele Jurich, mjurich@
oakdiocese.org. Next cal-
endar deadline is June 3. 
Issue date is June 22.

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
pupils earn science fair honors

The Catholic 
Voice is on  
Facebook

When routine becomes anything but, 
Assumption student leaders make the day 

Tannon Houston Kelsea Espinosa 

Kaleb Nguyen 
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VANTAGE POINTS

How can we help?
Let us know.

(510) 267-8334

Every other month: (facilitated) survivor  
support group meetings held at:

Santa Maria Parish Library (upper tier)
40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

The first Saturday of AprilThe first Saturday of June

• Die Cutting, Foil and Embossing • Full bindery and 
finishing • Mailing services • Graphic design

Full Service Printing and Publications
Business Cards • Postcards • Flyers • Banners • Presentation Folders • Magazines 

Catalogs • Newspapers • Programs • Invitations •  Envelopes • Memory Books
Color and Black & White Copies and More.

Call us or go online 
and request a quote

21093 Forbes Avenue,  Hayward,  CA 94545 
Phone  510-887-5656 • www.folgergraphics.com  
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By Michele Jurich

Staff writer

Rodney Pierre-Antoine is the founding executive direc-

tor of the new Lumen Christi Academies, a network of 

seven elementary schools within the Diocese of Oakland.

“Rodney’s deep faith and commitment to Catholic edu-

cation will help us create a sustainable, thriving network 

so all our children can receive the very best academic 

and faith formation,” Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, said 

in announcing the appointment on May 9.

Pierre-Antoine, who has served as a Catholic educator 

in the East Bay Area for most of his career, began work 

in his new role May 14.

“I am passionate about my com-

mitment to co-creating an exceptional, 

Christ-centered community for stu-

dents and families,” Pierre-Antoine 

said. “I am excited about this oppor-

tunity to lead the launch of the Lumen 

Christi Academies, an innovative 

model of Catholic education that can 

serve as a thriving example of excel-

lence for our Church.”

The seven schools in the Lumen 

Christi Academies are: Queen of 

All Saints, Concord; St. Anthony, 

Oakland; St. Catherine of Siena, 

Martinez; St. Cornelius, Richmond; 

St. Elizabeth, Oakland; St. Paul, San Pablo; and St. Peter 

Martyr, Pittsburg.

Pierre-Antoine is brimming with enthusiasm for Lumen 

Christi Academies. “The mission is one that brings stu-

dents closer to Christ, helping them realize their gifts and 

talents, helping them realize the gifts and talents come 

from above, and they are responsible to utilize those gifts 

to serve others,” he said.

Its mission statement, he said, “aligns so well with 

everything I’ve always been about as a Catholic school 

educator: to form scholars who will be leaders for tomor-

row.”
“I’m on fire for the mission,” the new executive direc-

tor said. “My job is to steward the mission forward, to 

be a champion for that mission, to support principals in 

their school community in realizing that mission, while 

spreading the good news of what’s happening at each 

of these schools.”

Pierre-Antoine’s service as a principal in the Diocese 

of Oakland for eight years — four at St. Felicitas School 

On our cover
St. Catherine of Siena parishioners mounted a 

huge procession through downtown Martinez on 

April 28 to mark the parishes’ 145th anniversary. 
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Pierre-Antoine

By Michele Jurich

Staff writer

On May 25, three men will be ordained to the priest-

hood at the Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland.

They are Rev. Mr. Jimmy Macalinao; Rev. Mr. Jose 

Arturo Bazan; and Rev. Mr. Mario Rizzo.

Not only does the date mark the fifth anniversary of the 

ordination and installation of Bishop Michael C. Barber, 

SJ, who will ordain the three who will serve as diocesan 

priests, May 24 is Deacon Rizzo’s birthday and May 26 

is the day Deacon Bazan was baptized.

And, in a first for the Diocese of Oakland, a permanent 

deacon is being ordained to the priesthood.

“I am blessed and thankful to be given an opportunity 

as the first single permanent deacon ordained priest in 

our diocese,” said Deacon Macalinao, who has stud-

ied for the priesthood at Pope John XXIII Seminary in 

Massachusetts.

He had been in diaconate formation for five years, and 

after ordination on Nov. 16, 2013, served as a deacon 

for two years at St. Joseph Basilica Parish in Alameda.

“I really enjoyed my diaconal ministry because I 

had many occasions to serve those in need in different 

situations. Through my involvement in various ministries 

it helped me to accompany people in their joys and 

struggles,” he said.

But he felt the call to do something more.

“My call to priesthood was inspired by a power-

ful question that awakened my mind and pierced my 

heart: “Why don’t you do more?” This urgent call was 

nourished and fortified by prayers and my encounters of 

those people who were suffering, especially the sick at 

hospitals and convalescent homes. Moved by the Holy 

Spirit to serve in a special way as a priest, I applied in 

Ordination

When: May 25, 7 p.m.

Where: The Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 

Harrison St., Oakland

To be ordained: Rev. Mr. Jimmy Macalinao, Rev. Mr. 

José Arturo Bazan, Rev. Mr. Mario Rizzo

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, presiding

Three to be 

ordained
on May 25 

in Oakland

Deacon 

Macalinao

Deacon  

Bazan

Deacon 

Rizzo

in San Leandro and four at St. Jarlath School in Oakland 

— give him firsthand knowledge of the challenges school 

leaders face.

“There’s so many responsibilities, so many balls you’re 

juggling, sometimes those responsibilities will pull you 

away from the magic that happens in the classroom,” he 

said. “I look at Lumen Christi Academies as an opportunity 

for the whole to strengthen and support the individual 

schools and school leaders.”

In his role of executive director, Pierre-Antoine will 

be able to tell the story of Lumen Christi Academies to 

potential partners and stewards in the mission.

“Part of my role is to reach out to the broader com-

munity to find benefactors and foundations who see this 

as a transformative model, to see our programming as 

innovative, and who continue to support our efforts to 

make our schools stronger.”

In addition to his years in the Oakland diocese, Pierre-

Antoine served as director of the Notre Dame ACE 

Academies, a national network.

”We are ready to Launch Lumen Christi Academies,” 

he said. “We’re looking for partners who will walk with us 

in this ministry, who will support the initiatives that have 

been developed, and the mission that will continue to be 

developed.

Part of being innovative, he said, “is that you’re seeking 

continual improvement.”

That growth requires an investment not only of time, 

but funding for professional development, tools and cur-

riculum.
“There’s going to be a need to fund the innovation that 

is taking place,” he said.

Visiting the schools is next on his calendar.

“Right now, my priority is to get to know the schools,” 

he said, adding that he would be meeting with principals 

and pastors in the coming weeks. Before the end of the 

school year, he said he plans to meet families at each 

of the schools.

The academies offer the opportunity to explore: How 

can we learn from one another?

“This gives us a chance to leverage the expertise and 

the wisdom of the collective in a more strategic way than 

we have in the past,” he said. Lumen Christi Academies 

provide “a great opportunity to become a more robust, 

progressive learning community.”

Lumen Christ Academies are embracing the growth 

mindset, Pierre-Antoine said. “Where we are today is not 

where we are going to be tomorrow.”

St. Catherine of Siena School in Martinez is one of the seven elementary schools to be part of the Lumen 

Christi Academies.
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Lumen Christi Academies

get first executive director

See charts 

on Page 11.

A Pastoral Letter on the Human 
Dignity of the Unborn, Holy 
Communion, and Catholics in 
Public Life: Executive Summary 

Archbishop Cordileone has written 
an excellent pastoral letter stating Christ 
and the Church’s teaching in defense of 
human life. I recommend its careful read-
ing and consideration by all the faithful in 
our Diocese of Oakland.

— Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ

By Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone
 “Before I formed you in the womb 

I knew you, before you were born I 
dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I 
appointed you” (Jer 1:5). 

A young Jeremiah heard the Lord 
speak these words to him over 2,500 
years ago. In these times in which we are 
living, the scourge of abortion ignores the 
reality that humans are made in the image 
of God, known and beloved by God. This 
pastoral letter addresses all Catholics, but 
especially Catholics in public life, calling 
for deep reflection on the evil of abortion 
and on the meaning of receiving Holy 
Communion, the Bread of Life. There are 
four pivotal points to this letter:

1. The gravity of the evil of abortion: 
Science teaches that human life begins 
at conception. The ending of life through 
abortion deeply wounds the woman and 
destroys the foundation of a just society; 
it is a “pre-eminent priority” because it 
violates the right to life, the foundation of 
all other rights. As Catholics we must be a 
voice for the voiceless and the powerless; 
there is no one more defenseless than a 
child in the womb.

2. Cooperation in moral evil: Who 

bears culpability when an abortion takes 
place? It is never solely the mother’s act. 
Those who kill or assist in killing the child 
are directly involved in performing a seri-
ously evil act. Someone who pressures or 
encourages the mother to have an abor-
tion, who pays for it or provides financial 
assistance to organizations that provide 
abortions, or who supports candidates 
because they advance pro-abortion legis-
lation also cooperate by varying degrees 
in a grave moral evil. 

3. The meaning of choosing to receive 
the Holy Eucharist: The Church has taught 
consistently for 2,000 years that those who 
receive the Eucharist are publicly profess-
ing their Catholic faith and are seriously 
striving to live by the moral teachings of the 
Church. Those who reject the teaching of 
the Church on the sanctity of human life and 
those who do not seek to live in accordance 
with that teaching place themselves in con-
tradiction to the communion of the Church, 
and so should not receive the sacrament 
of that communion, the Holy Eucharist. We 
all fall short in various ways, but there is a 
great difference between struggling to live 
according to the teachings of the Church 
and rejecting those teachings.

4. The responsibilities of Catholics in 
public life: From the three points above it 
follows that Catholics prominent in public 
life have a special responsibility to bear wit-
ness to the fullness of Church teaching. In 
addition to their own spiritual good there is 
also the danger of scandal: that is, by their 
false witness, other Catholics may come to 
doubt the Church’s teaching on abortion, 
the Holy Eucharist, or both. This is becom-
ing increasingly challenging in our time. 

We are all called to conversion, not 
only those Catholics who are prominent 
in public life. Let us understand what is at 
stake here and work together in building a 
culture of life. To those who need to hear 
this message clearly: Turn away from evil 
and return home to the fullness of your 
Catholic faith. We await you with open 
arms to welcome you back with joy. 

The Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone 
is the archbishop of San Francisco. He 
gave this pastoral letter on May 1. 

Before I Formed You in the Womb I Knew You 

By Rev. Msgr. Daniel Cardelli
One day, a little boy named Eddie 

walked his usual route home from school. 
He was in the fourth grade. He climbed 
the steps to the front door of the fam-
ily home, entered the house, and went 

directly to the kitchen. 
The front door was 
never locked. “Mom!” 
he called. There was 
no answer. “Mom!” he 
called again, and still 
there was no answer. 
Mom was always 
there when he came 
home from school. 
Nobody was in the 
house. It was scary: 

a quiet, empty house. 
He began to feel frightened, lost and 

insecure. It was a feeling he had never 
experienced before in his childhood. 
Where was she? Where could she be? 
She was always here. 
Suddenly, the door flew 
open and Mom came rush-
ing into the house. 

Wow! What a relief! The 
house became a home 
again. Mom was there and 
the home began to pulsate 
with love. She was just 
visiting the neighbors and 
lost track of the school 
time. Yes, what a relief, 
indeed. Eddie felt all warm 
and cozy, secure and 
loved. Mom put her arms 
around him and gave him 

her traditional quick squeeze and then 
continued on with her usual day. She was 
back! Whew! 

Saturday was “clean-the-house-day.” 
Eddie and his siblings worked under 
Mom’s supervision to clean the house 
from top to bottom. She gave Eddie the 
task of cleaning the tiny windows in the 
dining room French doors. This was a 
task that he disliked intensely; it took a 
lot of patience and restraint. One week, 
he finally finished cleaning the windows 
and proudly reported to his mom. “Mom, I 
finished the windows.” Mom simply said, 
“Go back and do the corners.” Without a 
word, the Eddie went back and did the 
corners with courage and determination. 

Eddie always felt a special connection 
with his mom. He liked to be with her and 
help her in any way he could. She taught 
Eddie how to cook, clean, iron, sew, wash 
clothes and, yes, even knit. He liked to 
help her. She made him feel needed and 

strong. 
Mom taught Eddie and his siblings 

many other lessons in life. Best of all, she 
shared her love of Jesus with them and 
helped them learn that the most important 
value in life was their personal relationship 
with Jesus and all people. During Lent 
she would gather her children, and they 
would pray together various litanies and 
the rosary. 

On Good Friday, there was to be 
silence between noon and three o’clock. 
For Eddie and his siblings, it was really 
hard to stay quiet for such “a long time.” 
But they learned from Mom that it was to 
honor the suffering and death of Jesus. 

Mom instilled in Eddie a deep love of 
God and the meaning of His sacrifice for 
all of us. 

Eddie is a gown man now. His mom has 
passed on. He cannot see her, but she is 
still with him. Of course, he still remembers 
the tiny windows and all the other life les-
sons; but a mom like Eddie’s is more than 
a memory. She is a living presence. 

On Mother’s Day we honor all mothers. 
Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers and to 
all who serve in the role of mothers.

Rev. Msgr. Daniel Cardelli is the 
spiritual director of the Italian Catholic 
Federation. He wrote this commentary for 
the May issue of ICF Bollettino.

Msgr. Cardelli

The lessons learned from mom last a lifetime 

We all have a role to play
 To Catholics in public life who advocate for life: thank you 

for your courageous witness! Your bold and steadfast stand 
in the face of what is often fierce opposition gives courage to 
others who know what is right but might otherwise feel too 
timid to proclaim it in word and deed. What I said above bears 
repeating here: you are a source of inspiration and pride for 
all of us in the Catholic community! 

To those who procure abortion or are involved in any way 
in the abortion industry: look at the evil you are perpetrating 
square in the face: admit it, accept it for what it is, and turn 
away from it. Many of your former colleagues have done this, 
and are finding peace and are repairing their lives by revealing 
the horrors of the abortion industry from the inside out.

To Catholics in public life who practice abortion or advocate 
for it: the killing must stop. Please, please, please: the killing 
must stop. God has entrusted you with a prestigious position 
in society. You have the power to affect societal practices and 
attitudes. Always remember that you will one day have to render 
an account to God for your stewardship of this trust. You are 
in a position to do something concrete and decisive to stop the 
killing. Please stop the killing. And please stop pretending that 
advocating for or practicing a grave moral evil — one that snuffs 

out an innocent human life, one that denies a fundamental 
human right — is somehow compatible with the Catholic faith. It 
is not. Please return home to the fullness of your Catholic faith. 
We await you with open arms to welcome you back.

To women who have had an abortion and to those others 
who have been affected by it: God loves you. We love you. God 
wants you to heal, and so do we, and we have the resources 
to help you. Please turn to us, because we love you and want 
to help you and want you to heal. Because of what you have 
endured, you more than anyone can become a powerful voice 
for the sanctity of life. Many people have made this turn in their 
life. You can take this deeply painful and ugly episode in your 
life and turn it into something beautiful for God, with God’s 
help. Let us help you to do that, so you can experience the 
healing power of the love of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

To all people of good will: let us work together to build a 
culture of life, starting at the very beginning. Let us work for 
a society in which every new baby is received as a precious 
gift from God and given a welcome to the human community. 
With God’s help, we can, collaborating with mutual respect, 
build a society that, far from throwing it away, respects and 
affirms the goodness of every human life.

Excerpted from the conclusion of “Before I Formed You 
in the Womb I Knew You.” Read the entire pastoral letter at 
https://sfarchdiocese.org/inthewomb.

San Francisco 
Archbishop 
Salvatore J. 
Cordileone is 
pictured in a file 
photo celebrating 
Mass outside 
the Cathedral of 
St. Mary of the 
Assumption as part 
of a rosary rally.



✝ HOLY SEPULCHRE
Deanna Aguilar
Rodrigo Alvarez
Jose Amezcua
Florencia Barragan
Manuel Barreiro
Lorraine Bartle
Leonarel Bautista
Dorothy Bettencourt
Anita Bramasco
Rita Bucher
Benjamin Caballero
Rogelio Camarillo
Mary Lou Castillo
Judith Castrillo
Mary Castro
Alfonso Chavalla
Manuel Chaves
Donald Chavez
Gloriana Chumo
Marcio Coucelos
Donald Cummings
Marcel Dejio
Edgar Delos Angeles
Alton Edwards
James Ellis
Rogelio Escamilla-Aldaz
Jessie Espinosa
Socorro Espinoza
Anita Fenell
Edward Ferrera
Randie Ferrera
Consuelo Flores
Jesse Flores
Alfred Frates
Maria Gallo
Rose Galvan
Luis Garibay
Elton Gentry
Joe Gonsaalves
Adolfo Gonzalez
Guillermo Gonzalez
Heriberta Gonzalez
Richard Goudreau
Delfina Irby
Graciela Juarez
Ruben Labre
Antonietta Lemos
Maria Lemus
Alice Marques
Oscar Martinez
Rafael Menchoca
Elvira Moreno
Renee Morton
Kenneth Moudy
Dominick Muto
Eleanor Neves
Teresa O’Mally
Christopher Ogburn
Wilfredo Orpiano
Lourdes Orquin
Andrea Ortega
Nelson Passas
Myrna Pedrosa
Antonio Pequenza
Franco Perez
Grace Peters
Joseph Peters
John Piedad
George Ramos
Marcie Ramos
Anselma Raymundo
Robert Renouf
Socorro Reyes-Garcia
Aloysia Rielly Moss
Esteban Robles
Luz Rodriguez
Leon Rualo
Ryan Ruth
Michael Ryan
Paul Sanchez

Maria Sandoval
Angel Sebastian
Lupe Sharp
Beatrice Sierra
Rose Sousa
Wanda Sousa
John Souza
Tomas Subijano
Roberto Tan
Felicia Taylor
Dolores Todoroff
Juan Torres
Jose Torres-Ramirez
Frank Trejo
Marcial Vasco
Sergio Virelas
Livia Vitucci
Tony Vivo
David Weir
Helena Zavala
Rosaara Zelaya

✝ QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Salvatore Amantea
Frank Armienti
Roubik C. Avanessians
Birgit Borenstadt
HoratioCarion
Gloria Casagrande
Petronila Chang
Walter Clemens
Diane Easton
Thomas Easton
Ronald Ertola
Carlos Frumusa
Sharon M. Gerlach
ShokooGhosseiri
Jaime Gomez
Gilbert Guzman
Mireille Hanft
Peter F. Heiser
Howard Herrold
Catherine Jones
Joseph Kamp
Austin B. Lindemuth
Joseph Lucas
Maria Lucas
Ana Maria Mayo
Helen McKendell
Lawrence McKendell
Nancy Ann Mitchell
Lwana Morrison
William Muster
Virginia O’Connell
Patricia Pargett
Mary Roberts
Humberto Rosas-Garcia
Constance Scott
Colleen Scully
Alice L. Shakespeare
Henry Tarabouchia
Reyna Toman
Constantino Villanueva
Lillian Whalen

✝ ST JOSEPH
Teresa Acevez
Francisco Andrade
Alice G. Baxter    
Jaime D. Benipayo   
Silverstre Cerna Jr.  
Salome De Munoz   
Gary R. Freschi    
Alice L. Garvin
Barbara J. Hagenlock  
Christine M. Hansen
Helen Henry   
Jack L. Houston 
William Jimenez    
Michael G. Kennedy  
Shirley R. Kennedy

Sam P. Lesti 
John V. Linford   
Chester Newell   
Adriana Ramirez
Paula C. Rivera    
Melvin O. Rodriguez Marquez
Ramon W. Spruner  
Paul G. Tallarico 
Socorro Tamayo-Quevedo
Yolanda M. Tesconi
Kevin Tongvanh   
Mary Wagner   
Mary L. White 
Juliet Yonan
Ulises A. Zamora

✝ HOLY CROSS
Jose Co Abad 
Linda Bowles Adarkwa 
Teresa Mariani Aroche
Deborah Lee Ashworth
Reynaldo USI Bartolo
Anthony Lopez Berumen 
Vincent Anthony Bruno
Amelia Alcantara Calitis
Ramiro Cortez Martinez
Josephine Frances Davi 
Pablito Maceren Digal 
Nora Rose Ferrante 
Yolanda Raquel Garcia 
Stephanie Elizabeth Giffin
Jorge Alberto Godinez-Velasco
Dagoberto Gonzalez 
Robert Leryoy Gray
Gregory H. Gutierrez 
Andrew Scott Leckie
Edgardo Buenafe Parrocha
Patricia Louis Prejza 
Jordan Marie Reinard 
Eleanor V. Sanchez
Rose Marie Trantham
Manuel Garcia Vargas 
Sandra Vasquez 
Josephine Catherine Vawser 
Joe Albert Wood 

✝ ST MARY
Jose Luis Barajas 
Doris Brusasco
Joan Coleman
Maria Coronado
Manuel Inacio Fernandes
Mary Graney
Bernice Gonzalez
Rita Widra Kurpieski
Jose Guadalupe Lepe Uribe
Maria Elena Prado
Catalina Ramirez
Jose Topete
Kathlene Vanini
Ruthel Wayne

✝ ST MICHAEL
Gerald Robert Bettencourt
Julio Cesar Garcia
Carol Lee Hardiman
Beverly Jane Hecket
Louise Marie Jaramillo
Norman Manha

✝ ST AUGUSTINE
Mary Gregory
Steven Anthony Kalthoff
Joan Marie Van Cleave

✝ CHRIST THE LIGHT
Joseph Caulfield
Loretta Caulfield
Joseph Dinh
Antonio P. Miranda

Remembering those who we have laid to rest in our 
Catholic Cemeteries during the month of April

JOIN US FOR OUR VIRTUAL 
FIRST SATURDAY MASS

WHEN:
Saturday, June 5 | 11:00 A.M.

WHERE:
https://vimeo.com/542875533


