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W e bless candles because when lit, they 
represent the light of Christ. That’s 
one of the reasons we named our new 
cathedral “Christ the Light.” When I 

was in high school choir, we used to chant at Mass 
on Feb. 2, “A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and 
the Glory of your people Israel.” These are the words 
Simeon said when he held the baby Jesus in his arms 
at the Presentation in the Temple. 

Candlemas is the traditional conclusion of the 
Christmas mystery. And what is that mystery? 

God the Father looked down from heaven, saw the 
plight of mankind gone astray since the time of Adam 
and Eve. He sent prophets to try and help us correct 
course, but when those prophets were rejected, the 
Father decided to send His only Son. At 
Christmas, the Eternal Son of the Father 
became a human being. “A man like us 
in all things but sin.” (Heb. 4:15) 

It’s like this: When a Navy aircraft 
carrier deploys, it often goes around the 
world, and is away from home for nine 
months to a year (or more). The 5,000 
sailors miss their wives and children. 
And the family members really miss 
their spouses, parents and children 
serving on board. 

So when a carrier comes back home 
to the Navy base in San Diego, Bremerton or Norfolk, 
it’s a huge deal. Fireboats meet the carrier and escort 
it, celebrating with plumes of water shooting into 
the air. Sailors are “manning the rails” in crisp dress 
blue uniforms. And the sailors’ wives, children and 
parents are on the dock, carrying “Welcome Home” 
signs, straining to see their sailor. The first ones off 
the ship are not those of the highest rank, but those 
sailors whose wives gave birth to babies they have not 
yet seen. 

BY BISHOP 
MICHAEL C. 
BARBER, SJ 
Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 
been bishop of 
the Diocese of 
Oakland since 
May 2013.
PHOTO BY
DOMINIQUE 
GHEKIERE-MINTZ

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

Christ, our light
and our peace 
February is the month we celebrate Candlemas, 
the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the 
Temple, and the day priests bless candles for  
use in the liturgy. (Luke 2:22-40).

The embraces of sailors and their loved ones, and the 
holding of those newborn babies, are some of the most 
tender moments I’ve witnessed. 

Now you have some idea of the joy Simeon felt in the 
Temple when he held the newborn Savior. He had been 
waiting not nine months, but a lifetime. And the people 
of Israel had waited for centuries. 

In the picture of the sailor embracing his wife after so 
long a wait, you have some idea of the love the heavenly 
Father has for each one of us, by sending his Son to be 
born of the blessed Virgin Mary, to save us from our sins. 

Most world religions are the story of mankind seek- 
ing God. But not with Christianity and our mother 
Judaism. Christianity and Judaism are the story of God 
seeking man. 

I know some people don’t feel happy at 
Christmas. Maybe you lost your mother or 
your spouse last year — and you were alone 
at Christmas for the first time. Or maybe 
you’ve been diagnosed with cancer or other 
serious illness. Or maybe you lost your job. 

The priest chaplain on the aircraft carrier 
I mentioned was watching all the wives and 
girlfriends leap into the arms of their sail-
ors. The priest, being celibate, was thinking, 
“There’s no one here to welcome me when I 
come home.” Then he heard Christ say  
to him, “But you’re not home yet.”

To those of you reading this, I assure you: Christ is 
here for you. Jesus Christ has been born for you. Not as a 
“one-off.” He wants to be born into the lives of each and 
every one of us. To guide us through this valley of tears 
into the realm of heavenly glory, where every tear will be 
wiped away. HE is our Peace. 

As we conclude the Christmas season, let yourself be 
loved by the child Jesus, the Son of God, the Word made 
flesh, and splendor of the Father. Allow the Mighty God 
and Prince of Peace to find you. 

To those of you 
reading this, 
I assure you: 

Christ is here for 
you. Jesus Christ 

has been born 
for you. Not as 

a “one-off.” 
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Pope launches
synodal process to
discern Holy Spirit’s
call to the Church

T he pope’s invitation to discern a path for-
ward for the church stems from his belief 
that the Holy Spirit inspires all members 
to be missionary disciples, sharing core 
Christian beliefs by going out to the 

world. The pope formally opened the synodal process 
at the Vatican Oct. 9-10. It launched Oct. 16-17 in 
dioceses worldwide. 

Under the theme “For a Synodal Church: Commu-
nion, Participation and Mission,” the pope has called 
the church to practice synodality, that is listening 
to – and hearing – one another in all facets of church 
life, coordinators of the effort at the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops explained. 

 The October opening “is just the first step in a 
larger, longer-term process of really incorporating the 
fruits of Vatican II and becoming a synodal church,” 
said Julia McStravog, a former USCCB employee who is 
a consultant to the bishops on the process. 

“We’re going to have consultation. It’s also going to 
be a learning process about how to actually engage in 
a synodal way,” McStravog said. The launch began a 
two-year journey that will culminate in the Synod of 
Bishops in October 2023. The synod is expected to 
adopt a final document that will guide the continuing 
development of a synodal church going into the future. 

 
BY DENNIS
SADOWSKI
Catholic  
News Service

Building on the guiding principles of his papacy, Pope Francis 
has invited Catholics both in the mainstream of church 
life and on the margins to express their dreams, ideas and 
concerns in preparation for the Synod of Bishops in 2023. 

S Y N O D

“Under the theme “For a Synodal Church: Communion, 
Participation and Mission,” the pope has called the 
church to practice synodality, that is listening to — 
and hearing — one another in all facets of church life.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 

Pope Francis leads an Oct. 9 meeting with representatives of 
bishops’ conferences from around the world at the Vatican. 
The meeting came as the Vatican launched the process that 
will lead up to the assembly of the world Synod of Bishops in 
2023. CNS photo/Paul Haring

 The pope’s call to synodality is rooted in his deep 
involvement as a cardinal in 2007 in drafting a docu-
ment on church life for the Latin American bishops’ 
council, known as CELAM, its acronym in Spanish, 
which met in Aparecida, Brazil. The document issued 
repeated calls for a “continental mission,” a church 
that goes out in search of ways to proclaim the Gospel 
to all. 

 In the first phase that is underway, dioceses 
and parishes have begun convening discussions, 
or consultations, in which people from across the 
church have been invited to participate. The listening 
sessions will continue through June. 

 Each diocese is asked to submit a summary report 
to the USCCB or their appropriate episcopal confer-
ence office, which will then have until Aug. 15 to 
present a report to the Synod of Bishops at the Vati-
can. The process presents opportunities to welcome 
the Holy Spirit to guide discussions said Richard 
Coll, executive director of the bishops’ Department 
of Justice, Peace and Human Development, who is 
coordinating the effort for the USCCB. 

 “The Synod of Bishops is saying don’t focus on 
what the ultimate product is going to be. Focus on 
the process itself and how the Spirit will guide the 
church, represented in part through subsidiarity in 
the work that you are doing at the diocesan level,” 
Coll said. 

 The diocesan consultations also are an opportunity 
for creativity, McStravog added. “This is a moment to 
be co-creators with the Spirit. ... It is a chance for re-
invigorating an engaged community through creativity
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opening and closing of the synodal 
process in dioceses and sugges-
tions for Scripture readings and 
musical themes. 

As the first phase began, several 
U.S. prelates said the effort is an 
opportunity to better engage people 
in the life of the church. 

In San Diego, Bishop Robert W. 
McElroy said he expects the diocese 
to become more synodal in its 
operation as the first phase unfolds, 
long before the final conclusions 
are reached by the Synod of Bishops 
and Pope Francis in October 2023. 

“I hope this is an opportunity 
not only for us to assess the level of 
synodality, which is already present 
in the life of our local church, but  
to advance it dramatically,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Bishop Frank J.  
Caggiano of Bridgeport, Connecti-
cut, convened a team of 260 dele-
gates who have been charged with 
going out and prayerfully meeting 
with people. From parish town hall 
gatherings to one-on-one conversa-
tions, the delegates will be hearing 
from people about concerns, hurts 
and hopes, he said. “In the end, 
we’re not trying to solve a problem. 
What we’re trying to do is discern 
the solution that is already there. 
The Holy Spirit already knows  
what the solution is,” he said. 

Meet some members of the  
Diocese of Oakland's Synod team, 

right and next page.

When the Vatican receives the 
synthesized reports of diocesan 
meetings from bishops’ conferences 
around the world, the Secretariat  
of the Synod of Bishops will draft  
by fall 2022 the “instrumentum 
laboris,” or working document,  
to guide continental or regional 
ecclesial assemblies that will take 
place by March 2023. 

Those assemblies will produce 
another set of documents that will 
help in the drafting of a second 
working document for the October 
2023 Synod of Bishops.

and the call to be open. There’s a 
chance to reaffirm the good and 
reimagine some things that could  
be better,” she said. 

Bishop Daniel E. Flores of 
Brownsville, Texas, echoed the 
pope’s invitation to creativity while 
addressing the bishops’ fall general 
assembly in Baltimore in November. 
“No one is unimportant in this time 
of listening,” he said, encouraging 
the bishops to remember that the 
first phase of the process must in-
volve the participation of the whole 
church “listening together, praying 
together, discerning together” the 
voice of the Holy Spirit. 

 “Pope Francis has asked us to 
invite people, to listen to people, 
including those who do not show 
up in our pews,” said Bishop 
Flores, who began a three-year 
term as chairman of the bishops’ 
Committee on Doctrine at the 
close of the assembly. 

 He also described the synodal 
process as a “deliberate pathway 
and style of communion.” To 
facilitate the effort, the Synod of 
Bishops, under Cardinal Mario 
Grech, secretary-general, intro-
duced documents to guide the 
work being done in dioceses. 

The USCCB followed up by devel-
oping a supplemental document as 
well. The primary Vatican document 
is a “vademecum,” or handbook, 
offering support for diocesan teams 
“to prepare and gather the people 
of God so that they can give voice 
to their experience in their local 
church.” The USCCB document fur-
ther defines the Vatican materials. 
It includes a checklist of actions, 
proposed timeline for dioceses to 
follow, and a listing of background 
materials to help walk parishes and 
dioceses through the initial process 
and ensure wide participation. 

An addendum, developed by  
the U.S. bishops’ Committee on 
Divine Worship, offers ideas for 
liturgical celebrations to mark the 

Jennifer Lozada
Most Holy Rosary Church, 
Antioch

What do you hope to learn  
and understand from talking  
to your family? 

I would hope to hear what was 
important to our daughters as a 
couple/family with their busy lives, 
how deep their Faith was? Listen to 
any revelations and reflections they 
have about their Faith. If lacking, 
what would it take for them to fully 
embrace their Faith? Has being a par-
ent challenged this? Have their busy 
life schedules set this aside? To get 
reaffirmation that our family is on 
the same path, following our Faith. 

Do you hope that listening and 
talking will help bring whole  
families back to the church to  
pray and learn together? 

Yes, that is our hope, our daily 
prayer, the best gift to our Lord 
ever! I firmly believe Faith is 
first nurtured at home, and then 
strengthened in church. Together as 
a family, and then as a community, 
it is kept nourished by daily prayer 
from our hearts. As we gather, lis-
ten, walk with our Lord, sharing it 
with family is the ultimate mission. 

Joseph Nufable
Coordinator, Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries, 
Diocese of Oakland 

Why is it so important to 
include young people in this 
process? Will their role and 
voice guide the long-term 
future of our Church? 

Young people have perspective 
that is essential for us to discern to 
authentically be the Body of Christ 
in our time and place. Through 
our young people, we open up the 
Church to opportunities of renewal 
of our mission. This comes straight 
out of God’s own playbook – all 
throughout scripture, young people 
are used as examples of profound 
faithfulness. We also look to our 

“Pope Francis 
has asked 

us to invite 
people, to 

listen to 
people, 

including 
those who do 

not show up 
in our pews.”
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December  
2021

January 
2022

February 
2022

March 
2022

April 
2022

May 
2022

Mid December - Mid January 
Preparation for Synod Listening Sessions

Mid January - Mid March
Listening Sessions held with Parishes,  
Youth Groups and Consultative Bodies

April 
Data Gathering/Analysis and 
Reflections of the Core Team

May 
Summarize and Synthesis of  

Analysis from Listening Sessions

May 22 
Closing Liturgy with Bishop  

Michael Barber, SJ at the  
Cathedral of Christ the Light

March 31
Deadline for Parish, Youth Group 

and Consultative Bodies  
feedback to Synod Core Team

A PRAYER FOR  
THE SYNOD

We stand before You, 

Holy Spirit, as we gather 

together in Your name.

With You alone to guide 

us, make Yourself at home 

in our hearts;

Teach us the way we 

must go and how we are to 

pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; 

do not let us promote 

disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead 

us down the wrong path 

nor partiality influence our 

actions.

Let us find in You our 

unity so that we may 

journey together to eternal 

life and not stray from the 

way of truth and what is 

right.

All this we ask of You, 

who are at work in every 

place and time, in the 

communion of the Father 

and the Son, forever  

and ever.

Amen.

Blessed Mother, who in her youth, 
gave a response that opened up the 
whole world to Jesus Christ. So too 
we look to our young people today, 
among their responses we will find 
Christ. In my years of serving in 
parish youth ministry, I have con-
sistently found Jesus Christ among 
the youth. They have consistently 
renewed my faith, and I whole-
heartedly believe they can bring 
about renewal of mission  
for the Body of Christ. 

Youth have more influence over 
culture than ever before. They are 
the predominant voice of almost 
every cultural and social movement 
today. If we accompany young peo-
ple well, the Church can get very 
specific insights on the signs of the 
times. With that, you gain insight 
on how the Gospel message can be 
proclaimed in a way that cuts to 
the heart of today’s culture. So their 
role and voice are necessary for 
helping us discern the needs of the 
world and what the Church can do 
to minister to those needs. 

Amanda Wehrman 
Newman Hall, Holy Spirit 
Parish, Berkeley 

When you say everyone is 
welcome, what does that mean 
to you? And, how will a listening 
session work and what happens 
to information gathered during 
a listening session? 

Elsa Zavala
St. Joseph Church,  
Pinole 

Mi nombre es Elsa Zavala y 
soy miembro de la Parroquia de 
San José de la ciudad de Pinole. 
Soy miembro del equipo que 
está trabajando en el Proceso 
del Sínodo 2021-2023, por 
invitación de nuestro Obispo de 
la Diócesis de Oakland Michael 
Barber. 

La convocatoria del Papa 
Francisco con el Sínodo es la de 
buscar soluciones pastorales con 
validez y aplicación universal en 
la Iglesia.

Se busca que toda la iglesia 
reflexione sobre la sinodalidad, 
un tema decisivo para la vida y 
misión de la Iglesia. 

Las tres dimensiones del tema 
del Sínodo son: la comunión, la 
participación y la misión. 

Las preguntas que nos debe-
mos hacer son: ¿Cómo se realiza 
hoy este caminar juntos en la 
propia Iglesia en la que partic-
ipamos? ¿Qué pasos nos invita 
a dar el Espíritu para crecer en 
nuestro caminar juntos? 

Se les invita a que seamos 
parte activa y brindemos nuestra 
información y experiencia con 
el objetivo común de buscar 
soluciones pastorales que tengan 
aplicación en el conjunto de  
la Iglesia.

The Synod process calls to  
mind for me the lyrics to All Are 
Welcome by Marty Haugen: “Let 
us build a house / Where love can 
dwell / And all can safely live.” 
We’re all gathering to share our 
“hopes and dreams and visions” 
for this house that we get to build 
together, this living Church, this 
Body of Christ. So, just as we are a 
catholic (universal) Church, this 
process is universal, open to every-
one who wants to journey together. 

In the listening sessions, there 
will be a powerful opportunity for 
prayer and reflection as we consid-
er how we are called to be active 
participants in carrying out the 
mission of the Church. Thankfully, 
we are not called to do this alone, 
but by “journeying together!” 
After some time in Adoration, each 
listening session will break out into 
small groups to discuss how the 
Holy Spirit is inviting synodality in 
your local church or group, and the 
joys and difficulties of this journey. 

The input shared at each listen-
ing session will be collected by the 
Synod Core Team, and prayerfully 
synthesized and summarized into a 
Diocesan report for Bishop Barber. 
This report will then go to the 
USCCB, who will gather feedback 
from around the country to prepare 
a report that will ultimately go to 
the Synod of Bishops, and lead into 
an implementation phase. 
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EN PEREGRINACIÓN 
GUADALUPANA
Obispo motiva a votar por líder que trabajen 
 por una reforma migratoria

En la homilía de la misa de la Peregrinación Guadalupana, 
en la iglesia Santa Isabel, el 4 de diciembre, el obispo de 
Oakland, Michael C. Barber lamentó “las dificultades y 
sufrimientos que se han vivido en los últimos años por el 
Covid, la pérdida de empleos, cierre de iglesias y escuelas, 
la violencia, inseguridades por DACA, no hay una reforma 
migratoria justa por parte del gobierno, y familias separadas 
porque las fronteras están cerradas”.

A l referirse a las vías para 
enfrentar estos tiempos 
difíciles y ser misioneros, 
el obispo dijo a los fieles 

devotos de la Virgen de Guadalupe 
que asistieron a la misa, que a 
través del voto se puede ayudar. 

 “Podemos votar por líderes que 
restablezcan la seguridad pública, 
votar por trabajadores que trabajen 
por una reforma migratoria justa 
con protección a nuestros niños de 
DACA, podemos votar por leyes 
que protejan la vida humana de los 
bebés en el vientre de su madre y 
de nuestros ancianos que están en 
riesgo de la eutanasia y podemos 
invitar a nuestros familiares, 
amigos y vecinos a conocer y amar 
a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y a 
su hijo Jesús”.

Este año, los devotos 
Guadalupano de la Diócesis de 
Oakland volvieron a caminar, 
danzar y rezar en las calles de la 
ciudad para honrar a la Virgen de 
Guadalupe en su solemnidad, que 
la Iglesia festeja el 12 de diciembre. 

El año pasado se suspendió la 
tradicional caminata de cerca de 

POR LORENA  
ROJAS

FOTOS:
LORENA ROJAS 

Lorena Rojas es 
periodista de 
temas católicos. 
Es parroquiana 
en la iglesia San 
Buenaventura 
en Concord.

siete millas desde la iglesia San Luis 
Beltrán, hasta la Catedral Cristo la 
Luz por la pandemia.

Dos cambios sobresalieron en la 
peregrinación de este año, el grupo 
de files se dividió en dos para 
disminuir la aglomeración. Uno se 
dirigió a la iglesia Santa Isabel en la 
avenida 34, y el otro continuó hasta 
la catedral Cristo la Luz en la calle 
Harrison. Se celebraron dos misas, 
ambas presididas por el obispo de 
Oakland, una en Santa Isabel y 
la tradicional misa de cierre de la 
peregrinación en la catedral. 

La dinámica y el fervor fueron 
iguales que antes de la pandemia, 
carros alegóricos, danzantes aztecas, 
símbolos guadalupanos, la bendición 
y envío por parte del obispo. 

A pesar que la pandemia aún no 
se ha ido, la respuesta de los fieles 
a la peregrinación fue satisfactoria 
para el coordinador del evento y 
coordinador del Ministerio Latino 
de la Diócesis de Oakland, Héctor 
D. Medina, quien estimó que unos 
5.000 guadalupanos participaron 
este año en total, comparado con 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 

María Pino, 
exparroquiana 
de San Luis 
Beltrán, ofreció 
la promesa a 
la Virgen de 
Guadalupe de 
caminar toda la 
peregrinación, 
en acción de 
gracias por el 
éxito de una  
cirugía de 
cabeza de su 
nieto recién 
nacido.

“The Guadalupana 
Pilgrimage is not
a cultural event;

it is an expression
of faith.”

BISHOP MICHAEL C. BARBER SJ
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6.000 del 2018. Inclusive, algunos 
vinieron desde Los Ángeles, de Sur 
San Francisco, de San Rafael, y de 
otros lugares. 

En la homilía en Santa Isabel, el 
obispo se refirió a la presentación 
del niño Jesús en el templo y al 
sufrimiento de María cuando el 
profeta Simeón le dijo: “una espada 
traspasará tu corazón”. Él dijo 
que “Treinta y tres años después, 
mamá María tuvo que presenciar la 
muerte dolorosa de su hijo Jesús en 
la cruz”.

Resaltó la fe de la Virgen e 
invitó a los fieles a enfrentar el 
sufrimiento como lo hizo María. 
“Ella no abandonó a Jesús, superó 
su miedo y se quedó con él hasta el 
final”, dijo el obispo Barber. 

El obispo alentó a los 
guadalupanos con las palabras de 
la Virgen de Guadalupe al afligido 
san Juan Diego: “Escucha hijo mío 
lo que te digo ahora. Que no se 
perturbe tu rostro y tu corazón.  
No temas esta enfermedad y 
ninguna otra enfermedad. Ningún 
suceso molesto y de dolor. ¿No 
estoy yo aquí que soy tu madre? 

¿No estás bajo mi sombra y 
resguardo? ¿No soy yo la fuente de 
tu alegría? ¿No soy yo tu vida y tu 
salud? ¿No estás en el hueco de mi 
manto, en el cruce de mis brazos? 
¿Tienes necesidad de alguna otra 
cosa?”.

El obispo Barber concluyó 
la homilía, pidiendo a los 
guadalupanos ser misioneros, y de 
la misma manera que lo hicieron los 
apóstoles dar testimonio. “Tenemos 
una misión que cumplir, dijo”.

Los Guadalupanos que 
participaron en la peregrinación 
de este año, cumplen su misión 
evangelizadora de diferentes 
maneras como lo hizo Rocío 
Castillo y su esposo Gabriel 
Guardado, quienes llegaron con sus 
pequeños hijos Emiliano y Alondra 
muy temprano a San Luis Beltrán 
para participar en la peregrinación.

Los Guardado Castillo vistieron 
trajes como el de san Juan Diego 
y vestidos regionales mexicanos, 
participaron en los rezos antes de la 
salida de la peregrinación, y fueron 
en la caravana de carros alegóricos 
con su lowrider de 1971, con una 
gran pintura de la Última Cena del 
Señor estampada permanente en 
toda la tapa de la cajuela del auto. 

La familia Guardado Castillo 
ha participado por varios años en 
la Peregrinación Guadalupana de 
Oakland. Este año tuvieron una 
razón especial para agradecer, 

ocho miembros de la familia que 
sufrieron COVID-19, lograron 
sobrevivir la mortal pandemia.

Otra devota de la Morenita quien 
participó con profunda devoción 
en la Peregrinación Guadalupana 
de Oakland, es María Pino, de 60 
años, una ex parroquiana de San 
Luis Beltrán, que ahora vive en 
Livermore.

Pino ofreció como “manda” o 
promesa a la Virgen de Guadalupe 
caminar toda la ruta de la 
peregrinación, en acción de gracias 
por un favor que había pedido.

El nieto de Pino nació con una 
malformación en su cabeza. El 
recién nacido necesitó una cirugía 
al nacer y la intervención resultó 
exitosa, el bebé de cuatro meses 
crece saludable, dijo Pino a The 
Voice al momento que entraba de 
rodillas a la catedral Cristo la Luz 
para la misa guadalupana, después 
de caminar unas cuatro horas.

Muchos de los guadalupanos 
que llegaron a la peregrinación 
no lo hicieron por “mandas”, 
ni pidiendo milagros sino para 
honrar a la madre de Dios en 
la solemnidad de la Virgen de 
Guadalupe, para esparcir la fe y 
la devoción como lo hacen los 
discípulos misioneros.

“La peregrinación guadalupana 
no es un evento cultural, es  
una manifestación de fe”, dijo  
de Oakland. 

El grupo de 
danzantes aztecas 

de la iglesia 
Inmaculado 

Corazón de María, 
de Brentwood, 

posa frente a su 
carro alegórico en 

la Peregrinación 
Guadalupana, el 4 

de diciembre. 

“Ella no abandonó a Jesús, 
superó su miedo y se quedó 
con él hasta el final.”
EL OBISPO BARBER

The Catholic Voice   •   February 202210
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GUADALUPANA
PILGRIMAGE
Bishop motivates to vote for leaders  
who work for immigration reform

Esperanza Gonzalez, a parishioner at St. Peter 
Martyr in Pittsburg, is seen in the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light, after she walked there from 
St. Louis Bertrand Parish in Oakland to thank 
the Virgin of Guadalupe for the miracle of 
helping her sister to recover after she suffered 
a stroke last February that paralyzed half of 
her body. Now her sister is walking slowly 
again. Gonzalez crafted her dress herself.

By Lorena 
Rojas

During the homily of the Guadalupana Pilgrimage Mass, on Dec. 4, Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ 
lamented “the difficulties and sufferings that have been experienced in recent years by COVID, 
the job losses, church and school closings, violence, DACA insecurities, no fair immigration re-
form by the government, and families separated because the borders are closed.”

Last year, the traditional walk of 
about seven miles from the St. Louis 
Bertrand Church to the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light was suspended due 
to the pandemic. 

On this year’s pilgrimage, the group 
split in two to lessen the crowding. 
One headed to St. Elizabeth Church 
and the other continued to the  
cathedral. Bishop Barber presided  
at both Masses. 

The dynamics and fervor were the 
same as before the pandemic, with 
floats, Aztec dancers, Guadalupan 
symbols and blessing by the bishop.

Although the pandemic has not yet 
gone away, the response of the faith-
ful to the pilgrimage was satisfactory 
for the coordinator of the event and 
coordinator of the Latino Ministry 
of the Diocese of Oakland, Héctor 
D. Medina, who estimated that some 
5,000 Guadalupanos participated  
in this year, compared to 6,000 in 
2018. Some even came from Los An-
geles, South San Francisco and San 
Rafael, among other places. 

Bishop Barber concluded the  
homily, asking the Guadalupanos 
to be missionaries and in the same 
way that the apostles did to give  
testimony. “We have a mission to 
fulfill,” he said. “We have a mission

to fulfill.”
BISHOP BARBER

The Guadalupanos who participated in 
the pilgrimage this year fulfilled their 
evangelizing mission in different ways. 
Rocío Castillo and her husband Gabriel 
Guardado arrived with their young chil-
dren Emiliano and Alondra very early at St. 
Louis Bertrand Parish to participate in the 
pilgrimage. They wore costumes like that 
of St. Juan Diego and Mexican regional 
dresses and participated in prayers. The 
family has participated in the Guadalupe 
Pilgrimage for several years. This year 
they had a special reason: Eight family 
members who suffered from COVID-19 
managed to survive the deadly pandemic. 

Referring to the ways to face 
these difficult times and be 
missionaries, the bishop 
told the faithful devotees of 

the Virgin of Guadalupe that through 
the vote you can help. “We can vote 
for leaders who restore public safety, 
we can vote for workers who work for 
just immigration reform with DACA 
protection for our children, we can 
vote for laws that protect the human 
life of babies in the womb of their 
mother and of our elderly people 
who are at risk of euthanasia and we 
can invite our relatives, friends and 
neighbors to know and love Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and her son Jesus.” This 
year, the Guadalupana devotees of the 
Diocese of Oakland returned to walk, 
dance and pray in the streets of the 
city to honor the Virgin of Guadalupe 
on her solemnity, which the Church 
celebrates on Dec. 12. 

 

GUADALUPANA
PILGRIMAGE

11
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SAVE THE DATE!
The 2022 Champions Gala is scheduled for Sept. 27  
at the St. Francis Yacht Club. 

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

 
One of the ways the Order of Malta funds the work of its 
free medical clinic at the Cathedral of Christ the Light 
is through its annual Champions Gala. Over the years, 
it has been called A Knight for Champion and Silver 
Chalice Awards Dinner.

E ach year, the gala honors a person(s) and/or corporation that have meant 
the most to the ongoing mission to care for the sick and poor. 

At the 13th Champions gala, honorees were Dr. Gianrico Farrugia, Bill 
Regan, KM, and Ann Regan, DM. Dr. Farrugia is the president/CEO of the 
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, as well a Knight of Malta, who was born and 

raised on the island of Malta. The Mayo Clinic provides the clinic with patient educa-
tion materials. Dr. Farrugia was unable to attend in person, but he pre-recorded a very 
thoughtful acceptance speech.  

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ presented the Silver Chalice Award to Bill and Ann Re-
gan. They were instrumental in raising more than $10 million over the course of two 
pledge campaigns. They worked tirelessly to share the mission and need of the clinic 
at the beginning in 2008, and then again in 2013. 

 

PICTURED AT THE GALA:
 1 Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ presenting Silver Chalice Award to  

Ann Regan, DM and Bill Regan, KM 

 2 The venue, the St. Francis Yacht Club, was decorated for the event

 3 Ken Olsen, KM, President of the Order of Malta-Western Association,  
Mary Olsen and Dr. Tom Wallace, KM, who volunteers daily at the clinic

4 Tim McInerney, KM, President of the Order of Malta Clinic Board 
and Gala guest Charlie Sweeney 

 
5 John Christian, KM, Past President of the Clinic Board, and his wife  

Mary Christian

Photos courtesy of the Order of Malta, Western Association

 CHAMPIONS OF THE POOR AND THE SICK

OF THE



13

P
ho

to
s 

©
D

re
w

 A
lt

iz
er

 P
ho

to
g

ra
p

hy WORLD DAY 
OF THE SICK

Ministry of The Diocese of Oakland
Supported by The Order of Malta®
Saturday, Feb. 12, 11 a.m.
The Cathedral of Christ the Light
2121 Harrison St., Oakland, CA 94612

World Day of the Sick, initiated  
by Pope St. John Paul II and held  
annually worldwide near the feast day 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, is a ministry 
of the Diocese of Oakland and Bishop 
Michael C. Barber, SJ. 

Bishop Barber invites all who are 
sick or ill, as well as family members, 
caregivers and healthcare providers, 
to observe this day with him and many 
priests, religious and laity from through-
out the diocese. 

Please join us in this special opportu-
nity to pray for healing and hope in this 
fragile population. This World Day of 
the Sick in Oakland will include:

• Mass
• Sacrament of anointing of the sick
• Blessing of caregivers and health 

care providers
• Distribution of holy water from 

Lourdes, France 

No RSVP is necessary. 

 CHAMPIONS OF THE POOR AND THE SICK

SICKAND THE
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“The life of a priest is hard work, but most fulfilling. … My greatest joy and strength come from the 
privilege and awe of celebrating Mass. I said ‘Wow” 50 years ago and I still say ‘Wow,’ today!”

 

of the classmates had a pilot’s license, and Msgr. Cardelli enjoyed 
flying with him.

His service to the Church includes time as parochial vicar at St. 
John Vianney Church, San José; St. Leo Church, San José; Santa 
Maria Church, Orinda; St. Bede Church, Hayward; and Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church, Oakland. 

He served as pastor of St. Peter Martyr of Verona Church, 
Pittsburg, before his assignment at St. Isidore Church. 

In the Diocese of Oakland, and beyond, he served 
as Vicar for Retired Priests, Diocese of Oakland; 

Founding member of Presbyteral Council, 
Diocese of Oakland; Diocesan Consultor; 

Founded SOS (Sources of Support), 
ministry to divorced men and women; 

Diocesan Chaplain, Italian Catholic 
Federation, Oakland; Chaplain, 
Italian Catholic Federation 
Branch 352, Danville, Knights 
of Columbus, Council 4060, 
Young Ladies Institute, Pittsburg 
and Danville and Young Men’s 
Institute, Pittsburg; Spiritual 

Director (National Chaplain), Italian 
Catholic Federation; 4th Degree 

Knight of Columbus; Knights of Holy 
Sepulchre; and member of Young Men’s 

Institute, Pittsburg.
Msgr. Cardelli entered what turned out to be 

a very active retirement. His service assisting at St. 
Augustine Church in Oakland ended with the pandemic, 

but he remained active as national chaplain of the Italian Catholic 
Federation and writing a monthly column for Bollettino. 

Msgr. Cardelli is survived by his brother Alindo “Lin” (Gloria) 
Cardelli; sisters-in-law Elaine and Laura; his “6th Brother” Father 
Harry Yim of Honolulu; his lifetime dear friend Peggy McCarthy 
of Alameda; and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews in Italy, 
France, and the United States.

He is also survived by his beloved brother priests throughout 
the Bay Area and the world. 

IN MEMORY
A donation may be made in Msgr. Cardelli’s name to 
St. Isidore Parish or St. Isidore School, ICF Branch 352, 
Provedenza Fund of the ICF or Knights of Columbus 
4060, St. Isidore Branch. All are to be addressed to  
440 La Gonda Way, Danville, CA 94526.

Rev. Msgr. Daniel Cardelli
Rev. Msgr. Daniel Cardelli, a priest for 64 years, died Dec. 

29. Retired since 2005, he maintained an active presence in the 
lives of his brother priests, his parishioners, his beloved Italian 
Catholic Federation and his family.

He spent 27 years of his priesthood as pastor of St. Isidore 
Parish in Danville, where he was remembered fondly at his 
funeral Mass on Jan. 10.

Msgr. Cardelli’s devotion to his brother priests was legendary.  
 “He really cared about priests,” recalled Father 

Larry Young, pastor of St. Patrick Parish in 
Rodeo and a friend of Msgr. Cardelli for more 
than half a century. “He loved to cook,” 
Father Young recalled. “Once a year, 
he would cook pasta and invite the 
retired priests to come for lunch.”

He was often asked why his pasta 
was so good.

The secret? “He used his 
mother’s recipe,” Father Young 
said.

He was proud of his Italian 
heritage and served the Italian 
Catholic Federation, in his parish 
and nationally.

“He would go to the conventions, 
they’d be all over the country,” Father 
Young said. “He would go to these 
monthly meetings; he was dedicated.”

So dedicated that he enlisted Father Young in 
1987 as chaplain for the Contra Costa region.

 “He was proud of his Italian heritage, proud of his Catholic 
faith, proud of his family,” Father Young said. “He loved the fact 
that he had that wonderful school at St. Isidore and he was able 
to build the two departments there.” 

Msgr. Cardelli, who was 91, was a native of Fall River, 
Massachusetts. In his high school years, his family -- of which 
there were five sons --moved to California, where he entered 
Serra High School in San Mateo. At Serra, he was captain of the 
football team and senior class president. 

In 1948, at the age of 17, he entered St. Joseph College 
Seminary in Mountain View. He continued his preparation for 
the priesthood at St. Patrick Major Seminary in Menlo Park.

He was ordained to the priesthood on June 15, 1957, at  
St. Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco.

“He and some of his classmates always got together every week 
for priest day, to support one another,” Father Young said. One 
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M Y  J O U R N E Y  T O  T H E  P R I E S T H O O D

BY MONSIGNOR 
DANIEL 
CARDELLI

Monsignor 
Cardelli served 
as spiritual 
director of the 
Italian Catholic 
Federation. In 
that capacity, 
he wrote a 
monthly column 
for the ICF 
Bollettino. 
He graciously 
shared columns 
with readers of 
The Catholic 
Voice from time 
to time. This is 
one he shared in 
January 2021.
In his memory 
and honor, The 
Catholic Voice 
shares it in this 
issue.

A vocation to the priest-
hood comes to each 
priest in a different way. 
Nobody gets a telegram 

directly from God. Each priest has 
a unique story to tell. Let me share 
my story with you. 

I trace my call to the priesthood 
all the way back to before I made 
my First Communion. I was in 
St. Patrick’s Church in Fall River, 
Massachusetts, at Mass. I was very 
little. I guess I was about five or 
six. I know I was so little because 
I couldn’t see the altar except be-
tween the shoulders of two adults 
who were in the pew in front of 
me. I remember I could just see 
the priest at the middle of the altar. 
It was at the consecration of the 
Mass. I heard the bell ring. The  
celebrant raised the host and I, in 
awe, said to myself, “That is God.” 

From that time on, at various 
times throughout my childhood,  
I had the thought that I might want 
to be a priest. I didn’t tell anyone, 
but eventually my family found out 
that I had leanings in that direction. 

One day, my mother said to me, 
“Go down to visit your grand-
mother.” She lived down the street 
from us, and all her children were 
grown up and married. So she was 
living alone in her “empty nest.” 
What great memories her home 
had for me! Throughout the years 
her family, children and grand- 
children, would come together for 
the major holidays. I remember my 
siblings and cousins and I all sat  
at the “children’s table.” What great 
feasts they were. So much delicious 
Italian food! 

So, at my mother’s suggestion 
that day, I trotted down the street 
and arrived at “Nonna’s” house.  
I sat with her for a visit in her 
living room. She was born in Italy 
and did not ever learn how to speak 
English. Eventually, she asked me 
in Italian what all grandmothers 

usually ask their grandchildren, 
“What do you want to be when  
you grow up?” And I answered  
her with conviction, “Prete.” 
(Priest) Then she smiled and 
leaned over and gave me such a 
big hug that I can still feel it to this 
day! Her love and her pride were 
evident to me even at my young 
age. When our visit was over, 
I walked back home with such 
warmth in my little heart and then 
went on with daily life. It’s a cher-
ished memory that I relive often. 

My four brothers and I all went 
to public school in Fall River, 
Massachusetts. When I graduated 
from the eighth grade, I asked my 
mother to send me to a Catholic 
high school so I might be able to 
discern whether I had a vocation 

at Serra was taught by a diocesan 
priest. It was just what I needed. 
I could almost feel God’s grace 
guiding me. 

For some unknown reason,  
I knew even before we moved to 
California that I wanted to be a 
parish priest. I can’t explain it. I 
just knew in my heart that, if I had 
a vocation, it was to be a parish 
priest. I had the example and guid-
ance of the diocesan priests at Serra 
to help me make my decision. 

So, in my junior year I decided 
to go to the seminary. I didn’t tell 
anyone. After graduation, my class-
mates were surprised at my answer 
when they asked me what college  
I was going to go to. I had been 
president of my class and captain of 
the football team, plus MVP in my 

‘She asked me in Italian what all grandmothers usually 
ask their grandchildren, “What do you want to be when 
you grow up?” And I answered her with conviction, 
“Prete.” (Priest) Then she smiled and leaned over and 
gave me such a big hug that I can still feel it to this day!’

to be a priest. Money was tight for 
a family with five boys, but my 
mother agreed that they would find 
a way. At that time, 1944, there 
was only one Catholic high school 
in the city and you had to know 
how to speak French to go there. 
So I enrolled at Monsignor James 
E. Coyle High School in Taunton, 
Massachusetts, a long bus ride 
away from our home. 

After my sophomore year, my 
family moved to South San Francis-
co. I enrolled in Serra High School 
in San Mateo, another long bus ride 
from home. It was a new school, 
and my class was the first class to 
go all four years and the second 
graduating class. It was a perfect 
move for me to help me on my 
journey to be a priest. Every class 

senior year, so everyone was curi-
ous about my plans “for greatness.” 

“What are you going to do?” they 
asked. I answered, “I am not going 
to college. I am going to the semi-
nary to be a priest.” They were more 
than amazed! So as the saying goes, 
“The rest is history.” However, it is 
not history. The rest is another story. 

I thank God for my vocation. 
Being a priest was not always 
easy, but never did I want to be 
anything else. In my youth, I felt 
that the Blessed Mother guided me 
through the process; and when I 
was ordained on June 15, 1957, 
I imagined that Mary said to her 
Son, “Here he is, so you take over. 
I will pray for him and protect  
him as a mother should. But he  
is yours now!” 
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Mission San José
celebrates 225 years

A  V I B R A N T  R E M I N D E R  O F  T H E  M I SS I O N  TO  E VA N G E L I Z E

Welcome to our yearlong commemoration of Mission San José’s 225th year. 
The establishment of Mission San José, founded on June 11, 1797, is arguably 
the most significant event in the history of the East Bay.

D
uring this landmark 
year, the Ohlone people, 
united with the city of 
Fremont, the Mission 
San José Community, 
and the people of St. 

Joseph Church/Old Mission San 
José, come together as one to pay 
special tribute to the people whose 
lives have shaped our rich heri-
tage: the indigenous inhabitants 
of the land, the Ohlone, Spanish 
missionaries who brought the 

Catholic faith, Mexican settlers 
who transformed mission lands 
into ranchos, immigrants from all 
over the world, and Americans 
leading the way to California 
statehood. Mission San José is 
a testimony to both the diverse 
people who came before us and 
to those of us fortunate enough to 
live here today.

Many special events are planned 
to appreciate this California 
Historic Landmark treasure in our 

own backyard. Fremont, Califor-
nia. Visit our website at mission225.
org for a complete calendar of 
activities. Plan to attend a Speaker 
Series lecture on an interesting 
aspect of Mission history, enjoy a 
concert within the beautiful and 
acoustically perfect setting of the 
Mission Church, take a walking 
tour to trace some of the history 
still evident in our area, make a 
pilgrimage in honor of our patron, 
St. Joseph or attend our Founder’s 

BY FATHER 
ANTHONY LE, 
ANDREW  
GALVAN  
AND GARY  
AND NANCY 
DORIGHI
Father Anthony 
Le is the pastor of 
Mission San José/ 
St. Joseph Parish  
in Fremont.
Andrew Galvan is 
an Ohlone Indian, 
native to the San 
Francisco East Bay.
Gary and Nancy 
Dorighi are co-
chairs of the Com-
memoration of the 
225th Anniversary 
of the founding of 
Mission San José. 
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Day Weekend Festival. And while 
you enjoy all these activities, know 
that the proceeds contribute to 
Old Mission San José’s preservation 
and restoration funds.

The Native peoples  
and the faith

Most people associate mission 
history with the early Spanish col-
onizers. The Ohlone Indians, who 
lived in the communities surround-
ing the missions, are left out of the 
story or portrayed only as victims 
of forced labor.

The missions were built by Indi-
ans and for Indians. There is much 
that has been neglected in the 
telling of the history of the Mission 
Indians. Because of the Spanish 
invasion, the native world was 
overwhelmed. The environment 
was dramatically damaged with 
the introduction of foreign plants 
and animals. The flu and measles 
epidemics were very destructive.  
It was a time of survival, and  

many Native Peoples came into  
the missions to survive.

The physical buildings of Mis-
sion San José represent a place of 
survival for today’s Ohlone Indi-
ans. Simultaneously, the buildings 
represent a colonial institution 
that was responsible for the sup-
pression of the traditional ways of 
San Francisco East Bay Pre-colo-
nial Native Peoples.

With due recognition of the evils 
inherent in the colonial system that 
produced the Alta California Mis-
sions, and of the nonetheless lofty 
motivation of the early missionar-
ies, we can be proud that Mission 
San José is the place where the Gos-
pel was first preached in the San 
Francisco East Bay. Here the seeds 
of Christian faith were planted that 
have borne fruit continuously for 
nearly 225 years.

Whenever possible let us  
commemorate the encounter of  
two worlds, here at this place the 

“Mission San 
José remains 

a holy ground 
where faith 
continues to 
make visible 
the invisible 
presence of 

God.”

LEARN MORE
Visit mission225.org 

for a complete calendar  
of activities. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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Ohlones continue to call Oroysom 
(Mission San José). Today the San 
Francisco Bay Area welcomes people 
from distant corners of the world 
who bring with them their native 
cultures and religions and their 
dreams of a better life here. Hopeful-
ly, our own commitment is then to 
dealing with other cultures in a way 
that neither destroys nor annihilates 
them, leaving them as remembranc-
es of things past. Rather, as Padre 
Narciso Duran did with the Ohlone 
orchestra, have the courage to mix 
our cultures, and from that develop 
something new and unique.

What does Mission San José 
mean to us today? 

 Mission San José remains a holy 
ground where faith continues to 
make visible the invisible presence of 
God. Every day the mystery of God’s 
love and mercy is celebrated at the 
Mission. People from all walks of life 
and culture and language gather and 
worship here. The Mission of today 
embraces all people including Native 
Americans, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
Indians, Filipinos and many others. 
Even though we don’t speak the 
same language, we celebrate the same 
baptism, faith and God. The Mission 
has become the common home for 
all people.

Mission San José also reminds 
us Catholics of the fundamental 
task to evangelize the world. As the 
Lord commands us, “Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit,” (Mt. 28:19) we carry on 
the missionary torch of faith. The 
world has changed a lot since June 
11, 1797, when the Mission was 
founded; however, the faith has not 
changed its beauty, power  
and attractiveness. 

The Mission was 
vandalized last fall.

Photos courtesy of Father Anthony Le
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“Mission 
San José also 

reminds us 
Catholics 

of the 
fundamental 

task to 
evangelize  

the world.”

On the occasion of the 225th 
anniversary, Mission San José/
St. Joseph Parish commits itself 
once again to love Christ better 
and make Him better known by 
becoming an amazing parish on 
a mission, where the authentic 
Catholic Faith is being celebrated 
unapologetically and works of 
mercy, charity and justice are 
carried out indiscriminately.

 Finally, Mission San José 
continues to breathe a life-giving 
spirit of faith and history into the 
city of Fremont and the Diocese 
of Oakland. Being the birthplace 
of faith here in the Diocese of 
Oakland, Mission San José has 
a unique role in contributing 
to the spiritual well-being of all 
those Catholics in Fremont, and 
by extension, to all the faithful 
in the diocese. It will serve as 
a pilgrimage place where we 
encounter not only the relics of 
history but also the living God 
whose love and glory are visibly 
shown in all things mission!

Through our challenges,  
we can speak as one 

On the eve of the year 2022, 
when Mission San José will 
be commemorating the 225th 
anniversary of its founding, the 
Mission Church along with the 
Mission Museum were desecrated 
by vandals. This was not the work 
of the Ohlone people, but rather 
the work of anarchists attacking 
the very foundations of our Faith.

While the Catholic Church 
acknowledges its role in Spanish 
colonization of Alta California 
during the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, the Church and the Ohlone 
people stand united in their con-
demnation of such destructive and 
violent acts. 
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Feb. 26

March 19

April 23

May 21

June 4

No July meeting 

Aug. 20

Sept. 24

Oct. 15

Nov. 12

Dec. 17

Jan. 20, 2023

Feb. 17, 2023

The Atrium at St. John Vianney Parish 
in Walnut Creek has not seen activity 
during the pandemic, but was a quiet, 
faith-filled place before that.

FAITH 
FORMATION 

FOR THE 
YOUNGEST 
AMONG US

Diocese launches 
training for Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd

Among the initiatives the Diocese of Oakland’s De-
partment of Faith Formation and Evangelization is 
launching this year is one directed at 3- to 6-year-
olds and their parents.  

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd brings a Montessori approach 
to early childhood faith formation. In creating a child-size envi-
ronment, the program offers a hands-on learning experience. 

“There’s this sense that 3-, 4- and 5-year-olds have that God is 
with them, God is within them,” said Gena McGowan, coor-
dinator of catechetical formation for the Diocese of Oakland. 
“Catechesis of the Good Shepherd gives them language to speak 
about that reality and it gives them the tools and the means to 
participate in the liturgical life of the Church. When they go to 
Mass, it all makes sense.”

As an elementary school principal in Arizona, she was intro-
duced to the program; Father Jimmy Macalinao, the diocesan 
director of faith formation and evangelization, was introduced to 
it at St. John Vianney Parish, where he serves as parochial vicar. 
The Walnut Creek parish is one of two in the diocese that have 
adopted the program; Holy Spirit Parish in Fremont is the other.

A faith formation program like this depends on trained cat-
echists. The diocese invites those interested in learning about 
the program, and how to become a catechist, to attend a “Come 
and See” session on Jan. 29 at St. John Vianney Parish in Wal-
nut Creek. Pre-registration is required. See the information box 
for details.

The “Come and See” is free. The diocese will subsidize most 
of the cost of training; cost of the training for the catechist will 
be about $200. McGowan said she has seen training offered  
for $900.

“The diocese is really making a commitment to early childhood 
formation,” she said.

Training will be available in Spanish as well as English, she said.
Transportation from the Walnut Creek BART station to the 

“Come and See” session can be arranged. 
The cost of creating the atrium environment for Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd is not prohibitive, Gena said. Many of the materials 
can be crafted by parents, or purchased at the Dollar Store.

C AT E C H E S I S

Come and See 
Session for those interested in training to be catechists:

Saturday, Jan. 29, 9-11:30 a.m.

St. John Vianney Parish
1650 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek 

Register in advance: https://oakdiocese.org/catechesis-of-
the-good-shepherd-info-session

Come and See session is free

Dates for Formation
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Topics: Atrium presentations, child development, adult 
meditations, discussion, songs, material making. 

Zoom meetings Wednesdays before Saturdays.  
Group meets in person 6:30-8 p.m.
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All of our schools are accredited through the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC) and Western Catholic Educators Association (WCEA).

APPLY
Our application season is open. To learn more about our schools 
and enrollment and information sessions, scan the QR code. 
 

Sept. 24

Oct. 15

Nov. 12

Dec. 17

Jan. 20, 2023

Feb. 17, 2023

Bishop John S. Cummins & The Class of 2022, the first graduating class of CRDLS

Honoring
Gala

MARCH 12, 2022
Cristo Rey De La Salle East Bay High School

St. Elizabeth Campus
cordially invites you to its

2022 CRDLS-SaveTheDate-New-Final-r1.indd   12022 CRDLS-SaveTheDate-New-Final-r1.indd   1 11/8/2021   12:15:24 PM11/8/2021   12:15:24 PM

reyofhopegala.org

Proud to be a Lasallian Christian Brothers School



A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

Rice Bowl grant 
recipients feed 
the hungry in  
the East Bay 

Church of the Assumption St. Vincent de Paul, San Leandro .................. $850
Holy Rosary St. Vincent de Paul, Antioch ......................................................... $850 
Immaculate Heart of Mary St. Vincent de Paul, Brentwood ...................... $850 
Our Lady of Mercy St. Vincent de Paul, Point Richmond ............................$750 
St. Bede St. Vincent de Paul, Hayward ............................................................ $1,000 
St. Callistus St. Vincent de Paul, El Sobrante ....................................................$750 
St. Catherine of Siena St. Vincent de Paul, Martinez .................................... $950 
St. David of Wales St. Vincent de Paul, Richmond  ......................................  $950 
St. Francis of Assisi St. Vincent de Paul, Concord  ....................................... $800 
St. Jerome St. Vincent de Paul, El Cerrito ......................................................... $850 
St. John the Baptist St. Vincent de Paul, San Lorenzo ................................ $950 
1LOVEISM, Hayward ................................................................................................... $850
All Saints Catholic School, Hayward..................................................................$1,050
All Saints Tuesday Morning Breakfast Ministry Hayward............................$900
Ariel Outreach Mission, Oakland  ..........................................................................$900
Dayspring Communications, Inc., Oakland .....................................................$1,050
Dorothy Day House, Berkeley ................................................................................ $850
Ephesian Community Food Share, Oakland .................................................... $850 
Euniece Law The Legacy Continues, Oakland ................................................ $850 
Legacy Community Foundation, Oakland ........................................................ $950 
Loaves and Fishes of Contra Costa, Martinez ................................................. $850 
Monument Crisis Center, Concord ........................................................................ $850
Project Outreach, Oakland ...................................................................................... $850
Sister John Marie Pantry, Fremont ....................................................................... $850
St. Mary’s Center, Oakland ........................................................................................$750
The Light Ministries, Antioch .................................................................................. $950
The More Foundation, Oakland ............................................................................. $950
Tri-Valley Haven, Livermore ..................................................................................... $850
Victory Over Individual Challenges, Oakland .................................................. $950
Vietnamese American Community Center of the East Bay, Oakland ... $850

30 organizations

received between

$750 and $1,050

including 11
parish conferences

and a Catholic school in its

ninth year  
of making sandwiches 

for the poor

Thirty organizations that feed the hungry — including  
11 parish-based St. Vincent de Paul conferences — are  
the recipients of CRS Rice Bowl grants ranging from  
$750 to $1,050. 

The grants were made from the 25 percent of funds from 
the annual collection that remains in the Diocese of Oakland.

Look for the familiar cardboard Rice Bowls in parishes and 
schools as Ash Wednesday approaches. And look for a story 
in an upcoming issue of The Catholic Voice highlighting the 
good work of one of the recipients: All Saints School  
in Hayward. 

LEARN MORE
For additional information on CRS Rice Bowl,  
see crsricebowl.org. 
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Catholics Care
 

A “CARING FOR THE WHOLE PERSON” INITIATIVE
IN THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND 

 

WHO
We are parishioners, healthcare professionals, chaplains, deacons and Catholic Funeral & 

Cemetery Services (CFCS) ministry staff of the Diocese of Oakland. Our focus is the spiritual, 
mental/emotional and physical healthcare of our people — particularly those facing life-
changing diagnoses and end-of-life challenges.

We work under the Office of Marriage & Family in the Department of Faith Formation & 
Evangelization, serving Bishop Michael C. Barber, S.J. and our clergy, to help our people in 
times of crisis or chronic illness continue “To know Christ better and make Him better known” 
(Our Diocesan Mission Statement). 

WHERE & WHAT
We have compiled videos, podcasts, presentations and articles to meet the needs of our 

families. A wealth of information is available online through recorded workshops,  
personal testimonials, a lending library and FAQ’s on the CatholicsCare page of the  
Diocesan website. 
These include the following topics and more:
• Advanced Health Care Directives & POLST
• General end-of-life care and decision-making
• Importance of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
• Guidance on Church teaching for the bioethical challenges facing Catholics  

in today’s culture
• Faith-sharing testimonials from parishioners
• Training for the Lay Pastoral Visit
• Pastoral care & support resources for families in crisis

Through our easily accessible database, parishes can identify their ministries, local agencies 
and private groups to aid the physical, mental/emotional and spiritual needs of parishioners in 
crisis, allowing family and friends to find what they need online. Additionally, volunteers have a 
place to share their time, talent and treasure with those in need in their local area.

Ongoing training opportunities and workshops continue to be developed for healthcare 
professionals, attorneys, clergy and ministry leaders for continuing education, as well as 
information for the laity.

CatholicsCare identifies priests, deacons and religious to fulfill the spiritual and pastoral 
counseling roles. We also promote lay-led support ministries, including Nourish for Caregivers, 
Red Bird for those who have lost a child, grief and other afterlife services and resources 
together with the Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services (CFCS).

WHY
We came together to address the consequences of the 2016 Physician-Assisted Suicide 

legislation in California. Although the concern was directed towards those who might consider 
euthanasia, we realized there was a larger need for education for medical and legal decision-
making and support and resources for spiritual needs for people of faith.

CONTACT
Please contact CatholicsCare through the Office of Marriage & Family Life by calling  

Mimi Streett at 510-267-8392 or emailing her at mstreett@oakdiocese.org. 

FEB. 18
IS RECOGNIZED 
NATIONALLY AS 

CAREGIVERS DAY

Nourish for Caregivers 

is a ministry created spe-

cifically to offer support 

to the unique challenges 

of in-home caregivers. 

This Christ-centered 

program brings resources 

and support to family 

caregivers who carry 

both the blessing and 

burden of providing 

comfort and healing to 

people who are ill, suf-

fering and need special 

care. Caregivers can join 

local and/or national 

Zoom calls — in English 

or Spanish — for support. 

See oakdiocese.org/
nourish-for-caregivers
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F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

Serving in
the spirit of
St. Francis
Greg Colley offers 
 prayer, support  to 
hospital patients 
BY DIANA FARIAS
Diana Farias 
is a freelance 
writer. 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY DOMINIQUE 
GHEKIERE-MINTZ

24 The Catholic Voice • February 2022



25

While attending the Franciscan School of Theology in Berkeley, 
Greg Colley was introduced, by a friend to the director of 
pastoral care at John Muir Health Walnut Creek Medical Center. 

This meeting began Greg’s multi-year journey of service at the hospital. 

them and cared enough to do 
so. People just appreciate being 
listened to,” Greg said. If a 
priest is needed, chaplains and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion are both able to 
request a priest for a patient. 

Greg sees his chaplain 
role as “someone offering a 
gently supportive presence, 
which arises from Christ’s love 
for all. When we share the 
moment that deep listening 
creates, Jesus is present. And 
I get to be present as well! 
On rare occasions, and only 
with permission, that moment 
can involve a hug, typically 
accompanied by the patient’s 
very deep sigh of peace. That 
moment is my favorite part of 
being a chaplain.”

During visits to Catholics, 
Greg invites patients to pray 
familiar prayers along with 
him. He also likes to include 
this blessing, from the book of 
Numbers:

May the Lord bless you and 
keep you,

May the Lord smile on you 
and be merciful,

May the Lord turn His face to 
you, and give you peace. Amen.

“This very simple blessing 
often prompts deep, heartfelt 
emotions in patients,” Greg 
said. “The feeling of grace 
in my own body and spirit 
is now a familiar friend. It is 
the feeling of shared joy at 
the mutual prayer moment, 
of having overcome all of the 
human difficulties, if only for 
a moment, because where two 
or more gather in His name, 

Greg started as an Extraordi-
nary Minister of Holy Commu-
nion, visiting with patients part 
time while studying and com-
pleting two degrees in theology. 
The visits gave him valuable 
practical pastoral experience in 
ministering to the sick. Even-
tually, he became the hospital’s 
chaplain. The friend who had 
arranged the providential in-
troduction several years before 
became Greg’s wife. 

There were three important 
steps in Greg’s life, which led 
him along a grace-filled path 
to chaplaincy: participating in 
the Sacred Journey Program at 
Mercy Institute of Spiritual Di-
rection in Burlingame; taking 
clinical pastoral classes at the 
Franciscan school; and joining 
the St. Thomas More Secular 
Franciscans in 2013.

His inspiration comes from 
“St. Francis, who modeled 
service to the poor, sick and 
vulnerable. This Incarnational 
Theology is at the heart of pas-
toral service – making the love 
of Christ present in the world. 
He showed what it means, to 
me, to be a Christian presence 
to the sick, the struggling and 
the grieving,” Greg said. 

How does a patient or family 
member of a patient request 
a chaplain visit? Simply ask a 
nurse or staff person. Chap-
lains typically visit patients of 
every perspective and religion, 
as well as the hospital and 
bedside staff. “You do not have 
to be dying to request a visit. 
Many patients are grateful that 
someone is checking in on 

He is there. His peace, comfort 
and support is there.”

Chaplain visits take place 
at a hospitals, skilled-nursing 
facilities, retirement centers, 
residences, hospices, homeless 
centers or prisons, as do visits 
from lay ministers of the Eu-
charist. But due to COVID-19 
restrictions, chaplain visits 
could only take place on the 
telephone and lay minister vis-
its were eliminated for nearly 
16 months. 

Meanwhile, Greg recalled, 
the degree of distress and 
anxiety felt by patients was 
increasing: There was more 
isolation, more uncertainty 
and as a result, more loneli-
ness, distress and fear. So there 
was a need for ministers to be 
sensitive to new sources and 
levels of distress. This applied 

“ The feeling of grace 
in my own body 
and spirit is now  

a familiar friend.”
CHAPLAIN GREG COLLEY

to hospital staff as well, who 
were facing many new chal-
lenges, anxiety and exhaus-
tion. While in-person chaplain 
visits have resumed, currently 
very few lay ministers have re-
turned to ministry, due to their 
age and various risk factors. As 
a result, some care facilities, 
currently, have no ministers to 
visit the sick.

However, Greg observed 
that “people working in this 
ministry find that a couple 
of hours with the sick and 
homebound refreshes them 
spiritually.” So if people are 
interested in serving others 
this way, he recommends they 
simply contact the local hospi-
tal chaplain and parish office 
and ask about the ministry 
to the sick and homebound. 
Some parishes also provide 
Communion services at retire-
ment facilities, so this can be 
another service opportunity 
for Catholics. There may be a 
little paperwork and training 
involved to get started, but 
no specific qualifications are 
required. 

Greg reminds us that “a 
chaplain offers prayer and 
support” and that he is neither 
a certified chaplain nor an 
ordained minister. “Nothing 
quite so extensive is needed 
to join a hospital ministry. 
Pray that God will guide you 
into service, and give you the 
strength and peace to accept 
His call.”

Greg Colley is member of St. Bonaventure 
parish in Concord. He will be working with 
the Catholics Care program in the Diocese 
of Oakland to offer workshops for those 
who minister to the sick and homebound.

MORE INFORMATION:
oakdiocese.org/catholics-care or 
contact Mimi Streett, coordinator of the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life, 510-
267-8392, mstreett@oakdiocese.org.
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BY MARK 
PATTISON
Catholic  
News Service

WASHINGTON —  The U.S. bishops’ “Walking with Moms in 
Need” initiative may have been slowed by the coronavirus 
pandemic, but it has by no means stopped helping expectant 
mothers from any walk of life, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
of Kansas City, Kansas, said. 

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

This initiative “has the 
capacity to take what is 
often seen as a partisan 
divide and transform it 
into pastoral unity, bridg-

ing the divide between Catholics who 
describe themselves using the labels 
of ‘pro-life’ or ‘social justice,’” said 
Archbishop Naumann, chairman  
of the bishops’ Committee on  
Pro-Life Activities.

“The vision of WWMIN is that a 
pregnant or parenting mother in need 
can turn to any local Catholic parish 
and be connected with the life-af-
firming assistance and accompani-
ment that she needs,” Archbishop 
Naumann said during a presentation 
at the bishops’ annual fall general 
assembly in Baltimore.

For those who have not heard of 
“Walking with Moms in Need,” it’s 
understandable. The initiative was 
timed to be introduced on the 25th 

anniversary of St. John Paul II’s 
encyclical “The Gospel of Life” 
(“Evangelium Vitae”).

That date was March 25, 2020, 
when the United States and the rest 
of the world were in the second 
week of a pandemic that has yet  
to see its end.

“While the pandemic posed 
many challenges to this initiative, 
the good news is that all of the 
WWMIN resources, including 
timelines and schedules, are fully 
adaptable to meet the specific needs 
and circumstances of your diocese 
and parishes,” Archbishop Nau-
mann told his fellow bishops.

While he did not give a number 
of either the dioceses or parishes  
already participating in the ini-
tiative, he noted all 17,000 U.S. 
parishes that could take part.

While nationwide in scope, 
“Walking with Moms in Need”  

AIDING
MOMS
IN NEED 

Pandemic
hasn’t stopped
Church from

G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es

: F
Ti

ar
e

is parish-based. Its intent, Arch-
bishop Naumann said, is “to 
better serve pregnant and parent-
ing mothers facing difficulties. It 
provides parishes with a detailed 
process to help them walk with 
moms in their community.”

All the materials, he noted, are 
available in both English and  
Spanish. The website is Walking-
WithMoms.com.

“While WWMIN is not about 
turning parishes into pregnancy 
centers, it is about enhancing re-
ferrals and building relationships 
with helping agencies,” he added. 
“It is our national effort to ensure 
that all the resources of local 
Catholic ministries are known  
and communicated, so that those 
in our parishes know how to help 
or be helped.”

While the concept may be rooted 
in “The Gospel of Life,” “WWMIN 
was similarly inspired by repeated 
calls from our Holy Father Pope 
Francis for we as the church to go to 
and accompany those at the periph-
eries,” Archbishop Naumann said.

Archbishop Naumann acknowl-
edged “there are sometimes gaps 
between what we, as bishops, 
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believe is available in our diocese 
and the actual experience of a 
mother in need reaching out to  
her local parish.”

But “Walking with Moms in 
Need,” he said, “directly confronts 
the false, yet popular, narrative that 
the Catholic Church merely con-
demns abortion, without providing 
the resources or support women 
need in raising their children.”

Archbishop Naumann cited sta-
tistics from 2014 data showing that 
24% of women choosing abortion 
self-identified as Catholic.

“Across the board, women who 
chose abortion were poor, young 
and unmarried — 75% were 
low-income, 60% were in their 20s, 
and 86% were unmarried,” he said.

“Dioceses across the country 
are at all different stages” in the 
process of implementing “Walking 
with Moms in Need,” he said,  

“as many had to delay or relaunch 
their efforts due to the pandemic.”

He said, “In hearing from the 
field, it came as no surprise that 
the pandemic has made it espe-
cially difficult to build momen-
tum within our dioceses. Many 
parishes are just now returning to 
normal parish life and pastors and 
volunteers are working hard to re-
build ministries that were put on 
hold and to address the financial 
impact of the pandemic.”

Despite the pandemic, “with 
some adjustments, our efforts to 
increase support to pregnant and 
parenting mothers in need has 
in fact continued,” Archbishop 
Naumann said.

He cited the case of Holy 
Family Parish in the Diocese of 
Orange, California, an early par-
ticipant in “Walking with Moms 
in Need.”

“The response for mentorship 
has been overwhelming,” the parish 
reported, “and the opportunities for 
evangelization are amazing.”

Archbishop Naumann also took 
note of state laws that could chal-
lenge the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe 
v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton decisions 
that legalized abortion nationwide.

“While we cannot be sure how 
courts or legislatures may treat 
abortion in the future,” he said, 
“our pastoral response will always 
remain the same.”

After Archbishop Naumann’s 
presentation, Bishop George L. 
Thomas of Las Vegas, citing the 
cost for pregnant women of bring-
ing a baby to term, said: “There are 
600 Catholic hospitals across the 
country. We can begin to enter into 
some very fruitful conversations for 
hospitals to be present to expectant 
mothers at very minimal cost.”

Archbishop Naumann said in 
talks with the Catholic Health As-
sociation, he learned that “150,000 
women are coming into our hospi-
tals, either free or at reduced cost.”

 “One of the great leverages that 
we have — our health care system,” 
he added. 
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“The vision of WWMIN is that a pregnant or parenting  
mother in need can turn to any local Catholic parish  
and be connected with the life-affirming assistance  
and accompaniment that she needs.”

The Office of  
Life & Justice is  
coordinating the  
efforts. See  
oakdiocese.org/ 
momsinneed for  
details in English  
and Spanish.  
Contact Cristina  
Hernández, coordi-
nator, chernandez@
oakdiocese.org, for  
more information.
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BY SISTER HOSEA 
RUPPRECHT 

CATHOLIC NEWS 
SERVICE 

Sister Ruprecht, 
a Daughter of  
St. Paul, is a 

guest reviewer  
for Catholic  

News Service.

AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARIAN EVGENY AFINEEVSKY ISSUES
A CALL FOR ACTION WITH HIS FILM FRANCESCO

The pontiff also visits the island of Lesbos in Greece 
to which many Syrian migrants fled in the wake of 
their nation’s civil war. One interviewee calls the 
Syrian refugee situation “the greatest humanitarian 
crisis since World War II.” Pope Francis not only gave 
words of comfort to refugees — he followed them up 
with action, sponsoring the immigration to Italy of 
three Muslim families.

Francesco also addresses other hot-button topics such 
as clergy sexual abuse, homosexuality and the building 
of walls between peoples.

Through the experience of Juan Carlos Cruz, a Chil-
ean survivor of clergy sexual abuse recently appointed 
to the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of 
Minors, Afineevsky takes us through the journey Pope 
Francis experienced from initially making comments 
many viewed as hurtful to arriving at a better under-
standing of the plight of victims.

The film’s treatment of homosexuality and same-sex 
marriage and Afineevsky’s use of the pope’s words on 
the subject may leave viewers confused. Pope Francis 
has said that civil recognition of same-sex couples may 
be appropriate in order to protect their legal rights, 

The unspoken summons comes through, allow-
ing viewers to witness the influence one man, 
Pope Francis, has succeeded in having over 
the many social and other issues of our time.

Rather than present a linear biography, the movie 
takes its form from the Holy Father’s own agenda.  
As depicted here, the pontiff’s primary goal is to 
bring the message of human dignity to the world by 
shining a light into some of the darkest corners of the 
globe, where political, social, economic and religious 
injustices have taken — and, in some cases, are still 
taking — place.

Afineevsky, for instance, brings his audience to the 
Philippines, ravaged by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013, as 
Francis talks about climate change and the call to pro-
tect our common home.

The plight of refugees is highlighted through the 
pope’s visit to Lampedusa, a modern-day Ellis Island 
in the Mediterranean Sea through which thousands 
of Tunisian and Libyan migrants have passed, fleeing 
political upheaval in their home countries. The passage 
from the North African coast to Lampedusa is consid-
ered one of the world’s deadliest migration routes.

Pope Francis 
greets Evgeny 
Afineevsky, 
director of the 
documentary 
Francesco, during 
a screening of the 
film at the Vatican 
in September.
 
CNS photo/Vatican Media

FRANCESCO
documentary issues a call for action

“Everyone 
should see 
Francesco 

and decide 
… is he a 

man of God 
or not?”

FATHER AIDAN MCALEENAN
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FRANCESCO  
What: Screening Francesco, the documentary on Pope Francis by 
filmmaker Evgeny Alfineevsky

When: Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Where: St. Columba Church, 6401 San Pablo Ave., Oakland

Reservations required: Free at https://stcolumbafrancesco.
eventbrite.com

Details: Masks required; all CDC guidelines will be followed; the 
filmmaker may be present, in person or by Zoom 

Why, from Father Aidan McAleenan, pastor of St. Columba: 
The pope is the model of humanity in this movie. He clearly has 

a tremendous love of the church and his vocation to serve.
The movie is so inspiringly and deeply moving. I watched it with 

over one hundred priests at the annual conference of the Associa-
tion of United States Catholic Priests.  

Honestly, there was hardly a dry eye in the room as we watched.
The opening moment comes with Francis alone in St. Peter’s 

Square in prayer. One had a sense that all of humanity was packed 
into the empty square, and God was right there.   

The pope shows his deep and abiding love of humanity in how 
he leads and serves. He shows his humility and deep faith when, 
as pope, he visits Chile and initially supports and defends the Chil-
ean bishops and, after learning the true nature and scale of the 
clergy sex abuse, he apologizes and tries to make amends.

Everyone should see Francesco and decide … is he a man of 
God or not?

but he has always been clear that marriage is only the 
union of a man and a woman.

Rather, Pope Francis calls for respect to be shown 
toward all, based on each individual’s inherent dignity 
as a human being. Thus, when asked by a same-sex 
couple whether they should take their children to their 
home parish, Francis encourages them not to deny the 
graces of the church to their kids, while also saying 
that not all will understand their choices.

Where does the pontiff get the inspiration to do all 
he does? Afineevsky takes us back to the life of young 
Jorge Bergoglio, especially stressing the influence that 
his grandmother, Nonna Rosa, had on his growing faith 
and spirituality.

From his decision to become a priest, to joining the 
Jesuits, to becoming the archbishop of Buenos Aires 
and a cardinal, Pope Francis has been consistent in 
his action on behalf of others. In other words, the film 
shows that what Francis has done since his 2013 elec-
tion to the papacy is just a continuation of what he had 
done up to that time.  

Of special interest to American viewers will be the 
interviews with Sister Norma Pimentel, a Missionary  
of Jesus. As head of Catholic Charities in South Texas’ 
Rio Grande Valley, she has worked closely with refugees 
from Mexico and Central America.

During a virtual papal audience, Sister Norma was 
recognized by the pope and, as a representative of all 
the religious women in the United States, was thanked 
for her service to the church.

Francis also has been instrumental in appointing 
women to important posts in the Vatican. They 
include Silvia Monica Correale, the first female 
postulator on the staff of the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints and Barbara Jatta, the current 
director of the Vatican Museums.

With a running time just under two hours, Francesco 
is quite long for a documentary. But, among other 
things that sustain viewer attention, Afineevsky uses 
news headlines and posts from the @pontifex Twitter 
account to great effect.

In fact, in April 23, 2020, a message from that ac-
count aptly summarizes the basic theme the documen-
tarian seeks to promote.

“The pandemic reminds us,” the pope tweeted, “there 
are no differences or borders between those who suffer. 
We are all frail, all equal, all precious. May we be pro-
foundly shaken: Now is the time to eliminate inequal-
ities and heal the injustice undermining the health of 
the entire human family!”

The film contains mature themes and some scenes 
of war violence. The Catholic News Service classifica-
tion is A-II — adults and adolescents. Not rated by the 
Motion Picture Association. 

P
ho

to
 c

re
d

it
: C

N
S 

p
ho

to
/F

ra
nc

es
co

 D
o

ce
t 

Fi
lm

 

CNS photo/Vatican Media

FRANCESCO
documentary issues a call for action
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F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  B I S H O P

O F F I C I A L  S C H E D U L E 

Feb. 2
Mass and Canonical Visitation, Carmel of Jesus Mary & Joseph, 
Kensington
Feb. 3
Benedict XVI Institute Board Meeting, San Francisco.
Feb. 3-4
Orientation to the Diocese Workshops for new diocesan pastors 
and parochial administrators
Feb. 5
11 a.m. Celebration of the Rite of Confirmation, St. Joan of Arc 
Parish, San Ramon
Feb. 6
11 a.m. Mass, St. Andrew Kim Korean Catholic Community, 
Oakland
Feb. 8
1 p.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting
Feb. 10
10 a.m. Priest Personnel Board Meeting
Feb. 12
11 a.m. World Day of the Sick Mass, Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
Oakland
2 p.m. Chinese New Year Mass, Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
Oakland 
5 p.m. Chinese New Year Banquet
Feb. 13
11 a.m. 100-year Anniversary Mass, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
Oakland
Feb. 15 
10:30 a.m. Consultors Meeting
Feb. 16-17
Board of Trustees Meeting, St. Patrick’s Seminary and University, 
Menlo Park
Feb. 21
Meeting of the San Francisco Province Bishops, Archdiocese of 
San Francisco
Feb. 21-March 1
Annual Retreat for the Bishops of the San Francisco Province, 
El Retiro Retreat House, Los Altos, CA

Subject to change, please see oakdiocese.org/bishop for updated schedule.

R I C K  M E D E I R O S  A P P O I N T E D  C H A N C E L L O R 
F O R  D I O C E S E  O F  O A K L A N D

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, has named 
Rick Medeiros, a seasoned executive leader 
in medical diagnostics, as chancellor for the 
Diocese of Oakland, effective Jan. 1, 2022. 

“Rick brings a passion for the faith and a 
commitment to organizational effectiveness  

to our diocesan services,” Bishop Barber said. “Given Rick’s  
long service as a leader in volunteer ministry for our diocese,  
I am grateful for his willingness to step up and serve in this  
new capacity for our local Church.” 

“It is my desire to use my professional and personal skills to 
advance the mission given to the Church in Oakland to preach 
the Good News and to serve those who are entrusted to its 
care,” Medeiros said. He is currently a co-chair of the diocesan 
Mission Alignment Process.  

The Catholic Voice   •   February 202230
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Remembering those who we have laid to rest in our 
Catholic Cemeteries during the month of November.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
OUR VIRTUAL MASS

WHEN:
February 5, 2022, 11 a.m.

WHERE:
https://vimeo.com/654251895

† HOLY SEPULCHRE 
Mila Araujo
Barbara August
Cathy Baca
Elizabeth J Bennett
Edward Bersano
Virginia Bodnar
Dennis Boegel
Eleanor Ann Burns
Diane Candelario
Bonnie Canessa
Shirlieth Castillo
Irene Chacon
Max Craig
James Crowley
Robert Cunningham
Dorothy Annetta 

Cunningham
Rosa DaSilva
Bernanrd Deniz
Eugene Dougherty
Ann Dowell
Saul Duenas
Ethan Daniel Esorcio
Dylan Estrada
Barbara Freitas
Genaro Garcia
Lucia Garcia
Tobias Garcia
Jose Jesus Godines
Angie Gomes
Antonio Gomes
Virginia Hofer
Edward Horvath
James Hurley
Irene Jardine
Marle Johnson
Theresa Juarez
Kevin Jung
Ramona Macias
Charles Manson
Roberto Venegas 

Marquez
Ramen R. Martinez
Sandra Martinez
Louise McClure
Richard Meagher
Leah Meagher
Aaliyah Mendiola
Jeanette Morrison
Mario Mota
Pauls Nadakkavil
Jose Nava
Ly Nguyen
Mem Nguyen
Clifford Ortiz
In Park
Adrian Gabriel Paz
Teresa Perata
Lolito Perez
Frances Petrocelli
Gary Eugene Powell
Juan Quesada
Luciano Quezada
Adolfo Ramos
Frances Ray-Stulto
Gabriel Razo

Andrew Reshke
Dorothy Rocha
Janet Rodrigues
Cilveria Rodriguez
Martin Romero
Lidia Rosales
Michael Ruiz
Christopher Scott
Madeline Scott
Janette Sheets
Patricia Simoneu
Eduardo Sioteco
Rita Sosa
Donald Stubberfield
Vermilda Sylva
Leonel Ribeiro Terra
Dat Jeffrey Tran
Santa Trejo
Emanuel Tucker
John Vargas
Paul Vargas
Emanuel Vargas
Joann Wesleder
Mary Williams
Juvencio Ramos Zarate
Alex Zuniga

† QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Andrew Alatorre 
Baby Gabriel Barnes 
Thomas Barreto 
Soledad Bonyad 
Linda Borrelli 
Felicitas Cadag 
Lidia Capozzo 
Constantino Chua 
Peter Dezzani 
Raymond Dooley 
Mary Durna 
Alfred Ferreira 
Leonard Fryer 
Baby Jadiel Fuentes Cos 
James Gillis 
Kelly Jean Gilson 
Paul Albert Glatze 
Manuel Gonzales 
Brendan Gray 
Shirlee Holland 
Elaine Jordan 
Eleanor Karn 
Karalee Keefer 
Michael Kendig
Joung Kim 
Malcom King 
Thomas Kunz 
Shirin Madad 
Charlie Mattox 
Kent Meredith 
Lorenzo Monge 
Maryann Moran 
Frank Negherbon 
Mahdi Nobari 
Marie Obrochta 
Theodore Pappas 
Celedonia Platon 
Patrick Powell 
Kevin Rezak 

Virginia Romeo 
Dale Satre 
Thomas Spear 
Gloria Spijker 
William Stout 
Warren Tom 
Josephine Trebino 
Norman Wheelock

† HOLY CROSS
Craig E. Adami
Ruby Lorraine Craffey
Ramona D. Delreal
0mar Hazyl Diaz
Mary Delores Dimaggio
Abraham B. Ducut
Noe Penuelas Escalante
Miguel Aguilar Garcia
Gloria Garibay
Mary Gloria
Guadalupe Gonzalez
George J. Harris
Jose Huizar 
Lois Angela Jones
Cecar Laguna
Fabian Roberto Mariscal
Robin Martel
Barbara Jo Martinez
Carmen A. Martinez
Esther Demaciel Munoz
Alexis Uriel Perez Morales
Maria Elena Rivera
Carmen M. Roberts
Joaquin Salazar
Carol Jean Shaver
Robert F. St. Charles
Carol A. Sublett
Evelyn Joan Swain
Garizaldi L.Torres
Lawrence Louis Velasquez Jr.
Roger Vizcarra

† ST. JOSEPH 
Roberto Baca 
Kathryn A. Bartholomew 
Javier Cervantes 
Henry O. Cordova 
Ricardo Cristobal 
Cipriano De Los Reyes 
Donald J. Dominguez 
Dolores Duffy 
Luis A. Fernandez 
Gloria P. Flandez 
Michael F. Goldade 
Patricia Hedstrom 
Rosa M. Ledesma 
Frances Lopez 
Sara Morales 
Giovanna Palacios 
Adoracion B. Pazcoguin 
Leonor M. Perez 
Aristotle Pericoli 
Wanda A. Pudoff 
Alfonso S. Quevedo 
Francisco Rodriguez 
Maria Sierra 
Ralph I. Snow 

Victoria N. Soto 
Mr. Eun Thounnavong 
Joseph Vincent 
Elvera Walker 

† ST. MICHAEL 
Gordon Rinar Aune
James Francis Cassidy
Victor Milagros Diaz 
Stefania Durkalec
Anna Engstrand Elissagarrt
Donald Louis Kelly
Margarita Ledezma
Margarito Santiago Lopez

† ST. AUGUSTINE
Lyle Aronold Abrott
Csilla Fenczik
Frederika Lurine Traini
James Gary Whiteside 

† ST. MARY 
Antonia Corona 
Margaret Del Sol 
Pilar Ford 
Norma Franceschini 
Margaret Gray 
Cesar Guzman 
Henry Hogan 
Raul Zamora Jimenez 
Cesar Lopez Mendoza 
Enrique Jamelo Magbanua 
James A. McGurekin 
Madeline Moss 
Jonathan M. Nagel 
John Joseph Quintal 
Marguerite Quintal 
Teresa Rivera 
Anastacia Russell 
Patricia Sahadi 
Laura Wenzel 

† CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST 
THE LIGHT 

Lolita Bauzon 
Verenice Hernandez 
Loan Thi Hoang 
Hong Hoa Nguyen 
Bernardo Soriano
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