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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E
The magazine you’re holding in your hands is the 15th issue of The Catholic Voice 

magazine. Thank you for reading and supporting The Voice. Thank you for sending ideas 
for stories, suggestions for parish volunteers to profile, news from your parish, school  
or church organization.

It’s been a joy to share the good news of Father Ramon Urbina, our new priest, and 
Deacon Richard Denoix, new deacon; to take you along to a Patrick Landeza concert, 
if you haven’t yet had the pleasure; to meet, in this issue, the only woman whose jersey 
hangs in Haas Pavilion. Go Bears! Go Mariners!

And the Cristo Rey graduates! I could go on and on. 
 In its magazine format, The Catholic Voice is prepared for press on a schedule that  

requires submissions for a particular issue be in my hands – or on my screen – two 
months before the date on the cover.

So if it’s a Christmas concert you’d like to tell others about, the time is now. We’re  
also able to publicize events on The Catholic Voice page on the diocesan website:  
www.oakdiocese.org/catholicvoiceoakland. 

We also have a Catholic Voice Facebook page: www.facebook.com/TheCatholicVoice.
Here, too, you’ll find the news that fits between the issues. 
If we haven’t heard from you yet, please consider this an open invitation. Contact me at: 

mjurich@oakdiocese.org or 510.419.1075.
I am grateful, also, to the talented freelance photographers Dominique Ghekiere-Mintz 

and Chuck Deckert and freelance writers J.A. Gray, Al Donner, Lorena Rojas, Diana Farias 
and Carrie McClish for helping tell the stories of the Diocese of Oakland.

Gratefully,
Michele Jurich, Editor, The Catholic Voice 
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Christ – through their joyfulness, their prayer and their 
personal relationship with Jesus. 

Shia met Christ in the Friars. They also taught him 
about the reality of sin, repentance and the sacrament 
of Confession. Shia said he was heartened to learn there 
was a place for sinners – and the possibility of forgive-
ness – through the sacraments of the Catholic Church. 
Sin is real. But so is Jesus’ mercy. You can search Shia’s 
name on the internet. 

The Brothers also had Shia read the Gospel of St.  
Matthew, and there Shia encountered a “masculine Jesus” 
– different from the “soft, fragile” figure he was used to. 

 But there’s more. In order to portray Padre Pio in the 
film, Shia had to learn how to “say Mass.” So the Friars 
brought Shia to our St. Margaret Mary Parish in Oakland, 
where they celebrate the Traditional Latin Mass, the  
form of Mass Padre Pio celebrated daily. The priests at  
St. Margaret Mary taught Shia not just how to “say 
Mass,” but what the Eucharist means: immersion into 
the life, Passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Shia started attending and worshipping at that parish 
and now says he can’t stay away from Sunday Mass. He 
loves receiving Holy Communion.

The Extraordinary Form Latin Mass is no different in 
substance from the Ordinary Form, celebrated in our 
parishes. When celebrated reverently, the Mass has the 
power to move souls to convert to Jesus Christ. That is 
why the reverent celebration of the Sunday Eucharist 
is number one of the three priorities for our diocese. It 
is why the bishops of the United States have launched 
a three-year Eucharistic Revival for our whole country. 
The Eucharist is why the Church exists: to make Jesus 
Christ present on our altars, and enable us to meet  
Him there.

          

On a related note, I’d like to encourage everyone to pro-
tect innocent life by voting “No” on Proposition 1, which 
would enshrine abortion in the California constitution. 
This would include late-term abortion, the killing of chil-
dren in their mothers’ wombs, up to the moment of birth. 

 From the time of Christ until the present, one of the 
hallmarks of the Catholic Church is the protection of 
life, and opposition to abortion. The Church is a full 
partner in our outreach and support of women with 
unplanned pregnancies. We are pro-woman. We are pro-
life. Please protect life by utilizing your power to vote 
and help save the lives of innocent children. 

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

BY BISHOP 
MICHAEL C. 
BARBER, SJ 

Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 
been bishop of 
the Diocese of 
Oakland since 
May 2013.

The transformative power of
THE EUCHARIST

I confess I had never heard of Shia LaBeouf, 
but I know about him now. He’s a 36-year-old 
American actor who starred in the Transformers 

movies. He was recently cast to play Padre Pio in 
an upcoming movie about the legendary Capuchin 
Franciscan Saint and stigmatist. 

In order to prepare for the role, Shia lived with  
the Capuchin Franciscans at their novitiate in San 
Lorenzo, near Solvang. The Brothers clearly made  
an impression on him. 

As he said in an interview in America magazine,  
“I don’t know if I’ve ever met a group of men as im-
mersed in anything in my life. It’s super attractive to  
see people completely give themselves to something  
so divine. It’s heartwarming to know that there’s a  
brotherhood like this that exists.” 

Exist it does. The same Capuchin Franciscan Friars 
have a house of formation in Berkeley, and have just as-
sumed pastoral care of our St. Jarlath Parish in Oakland.

In a recent interview with Bishop Robert Barron 
(available on YouTube) Shia said that he has converted 
to Catholicism. These Friars introduced him to Jesus 

“When celebrated reverently,  
the Mass has the power to move  
souls to convert to Jesus Christ.” G
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FRANK LA ROCCA

REQUIEM
For The Homeless
NOVEMBER 2, 2022   ✠   7:00 PM 

“Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us.” — Romans 5:5 

Hope is here! 

Please join us on All Souls’ Day, November 2, 2022 as we pray 
for—and with—the faithful departed. This Commemoration 
reminds us that even after death, we are linked with our loved 
ones and fellow-pilgrims in an unbroken line of faith, hope 
and love.  

The All Souls’ Day Requiem Mass gives us the opportunity 
to strengthen that connection, to remember those who 
have died, and to inspire and strengthen one another as a 
community of believers still here on earth. 

This year the Cathedral Choir and Orchestra will resound 
the composer Frank La Rocca’s Requiem for the Homeless. 
Bishop Barber will be the celebrant. 

We invite you to support this celebration and our Cathedral 
of Christ the Light music ministry. Please consider 
sponsoring as one of our valued benefactors.

Additionally, the Cathedral parish will 
be offering a novena of Masses from 
November 2nd through the 10th. To 
include your dearly departed loved 
ones in the novena, use the offering 
envelope from the Cathedral concierge 
desk or scan the QR code to be 
directed to ctlcathedral.org/allsouls. 
Offerings must be received by Monday, 
October 24.

2022 Requiem Sponsor Levels 

ANGEL - $100 
includes name in the 
commemorative worship aid 

ARCHANGEL - $250 
includes Angel level plus the Our 
Lady of Fatima 100th Anniversary 
commemorative rosary 

CHERIBUM - $750 
includes Angel and Archangel levels 
plus a tour of the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light organ pipes with 
the Director of Sacred Music, Dr. 
Rudy de Vos. 

SERAPHIM - $1,500 
includes Angel, Archangel, and 
Cherubim levels plus a reception 
with Bishop Barber in his residence 

For more information, contact 
Vanessa Barrett at (510) 832-5057 
or at VBarrett@oakdiocese.org. 

Scan the QR code to be directed to 
ctlcathedral.org/allsouls for online 
giving options. Donations must be 
received by Monday, October 24.

SUPPORT THE SOLEMN MASS AND 
CATHEDRAL MUSIC MINISTRY
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taught me freshman history at 
O’Dowd,” Tamara said. “He was 
hugely instrumental in garnering 
support for diocesan schools, 
parishes and ministries.” 

Bishop Cummins is known 
throughout the Bay Area Catho-
lic community as a champion for 
higher learning, having served 
as a campus minister at both 
San Francisco State and Mills 
College. He helped to bring three 
Catholic schools of theology 
to the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley. In addition, 
he served on the board of the 
National Catholic Educational 
Association in Washington.

“Cummins deeply believed in 
the holistic power of Catholic ed-
ucation,” Childs said. “He was a 
tireless advocate for the ways that 
Catholic education strengthens 
students both intellectually and 
spiritually, and prepares them 
to act in the spirit of service and 
justice. We are proud to name 
our new center in his honor.” 

 “I can’t wait to play my senior 
year of varsity volleyball on the 
new court,” said Audrey Ohwo-
bete ’23, O’Dowd’s Associated 
Student Body President. She 
is also a member of the Black 
Student Union and participates 

in the theater pro-
gram.

As O’Dowd opens 
the Bishop John S. 
Cummins Center, it 
opens the door for a 
whole new genera-
tion of O’Dowd stu-
dents to gather as 
one community for 
Mass and celebra-
tions, to train and 
compete, to practice 
and perform, and 
to build lifelong 
friendships, learn-
ing and growing 
together. 

BISHOP O’DOWD HIGH SCHOOL 
OPENS CUMMINS CENTER

Bishop O’Dowd High School 
has officially opened the land-
mark state-of-the-art building 
that will serve as its new center 
for community Mass and celebra-
tions, athletics, performing arts 
and academic excellence. 

Spearheaded in large part by 
an extraordinary matching grant 
of $20 million from the Wayne 
and Gladys Valley Foundation, 
the new center will keep O’Dowd 
at the leading edge of Catholic 
education in the East Bay. 

“O’Dowd nurtures students 
to become strong leaders in our 
local community and across 
the country,” President J.D. 
Childs said. “This investment 
in our school from the Wayne 
and Gladys Valley Foundation, 
alongside so many families and 
alumni, faculty and staff, ensures 
that we continue to give students 
the best, most holistic learning 
experiences – all of which pre-
pare them to go out and trans-
form the world.” 

The Wayne and Gladys Valley 
Foundation elected to dedicate 
the building in honor of retired 
Bishop John S. Cummins. “We 
chose to name the building for 
Bishop Cummins because he 
was an Oakland native who 
served our diocese 
his entire life,” 
said Tamara Valley, 
president of the 
Wayne and Gladys 
Valley Foundation 
Board. 

Bishop Cum-
mins presided 
over the Diocese 
of Oakland from 
1977-2003, but he 
was first a teacher 
at O’Dowd from 
1957-1962.

 “He was a 
lifetime friend of 
my parents and he 

STORY AND 
PHOTOS FROM 
BISHOP O’DOWD 
HIGH SCHOOL

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ leads prayer in the Bishop John S. Cummins Center.

TOP RIGHT: Audrey Ohwobete ’23, left, O’Dowd’s Associated Student Body 
President, leads a student procession into the Knauss Family Gymnasium for the 
building dedication. 

The LEED-certified Cummins 
Center features: 
• a new gymnasium 

with an NBA regula-
tion-sized court

• sophisticated 
strength and condi-
tioning facilities

• professionally- 
designed rehearsal 
and instructional  
studios for both 
music and drama

• a black box theater 
for small-scale 
productions

• modern classrooms  
with advanced audio/ 
visual technology

More on the Bishop John S. Cummins Center at  
www.oakdiocese.org/catholicvoiceoakland
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high of 75% of Catholics in 1955 to 
just 39% in 2017. According to the 
Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate, since the pandemic the 
number of Catholics who say they 
attend Mass every week has dropped 
to 17%. Those who say they never 
attend went from 18% to 29% (a 
whopping 62% change).

In our diocese, we have been see-
ing similar trends. Chart 1 shows 
an overall trend in decreasing Mass 
attendance since 2010, with a steep 
drop-off after the Covid pandemic 
in 2021, the latest year of our data. 
Chart 2 reveals that we are current-
ly at an all-time low of 117 priests 
assigned to our 81 parishes. Chart 3 
shows age projections for our priests 
in the coming years. As you can see, 
increasingly fewer priests will be 
below 70 in the years to come. 

These charts were the subject of 
our mid-2022 clergy/parish leader 
consultations. We also reviewed 
data parish-by-parish, including re-
cent Mass attendance, the number 

Mission Alignment Process Update

W hat if at every Oakland diocese parish our people experienced 

the healing and transformation that comes from an ardent 

proclamation of Jesus, everyone was uplifted by the best 

liturgical experience, everyone experienced easy access to 

the sacraments, all were enlightened by solid faith formation so that he or she 

could articulate the faith confidently to others, everyone found support in a 

loving community, and our people became leaders who inspire hope beyond our 

parishes and in the world? These are the aspirations of the Mission Alignment 

Process (MAP) for every Oakland diocese parish. 

You may know that MAP is a 
diocesan-wide effort to align our 
many wonderful resources for greater 
missionary fruition. A commission 
made up of clergy and laity, men 
and women from our major ethnic 
groups has been working on this 
since April 2021. We have gathered 
data on our parishes, parishioners, 
priests, schools and demographics 
in our two counties and shared this 
information with clergy and parish 
leaders as we strive to best align our 
resources for missionary fruition.

The process has continued in 2022 
as parish clergy and leaders selected 
by our pastors participated in a series 
of consultative meetings from April 
to July. Now, we would like to share 
with you key data that we’ve been 
discussing and share some of the 
feedback we heard from you during 
these consultative meetings. 

A key piece of data is Mass at-
tendance. According to the Gallup 
organization, Mass attendance in 
the United States dropped from a G
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Mission Alignment Process Update
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BY VERY REV. LAWRENCE D’ANJOU

Father Lawrence D’Anjou, co-chair of the Mission Alignment  
Process, is vicar general of the Diocese of Oakland and pastor  
of St. Bonaventure Parish in Concord.

GRAPHICS BY THE MISSION ALIGNMENT PROCESS 
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ILLUSTRATION 2

Given our constraints  
and your knowledge of 

your deanery, what  
structural collaboration 
best serves to create a  

vibrant deanery? 

CLUSTER:  
Two or more parishes remain separate 

and retain their names but share one or 
more priests and one administration.

MERGER:
Two or more parishes are combined to 

form one new parish while consolidating 
membership, property and finances. 

CLOSURE:
Church and other buildings sold, rented 
or used for other purposes. Parishioners 
assisted to attend a neighboring parish.

ILLUSTRATION 1

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N
To view the MAP commission interim  
report, please visit: www.oakdiocese.org/ 
mission-alignment-process

Top 5 Trends you observed:
1.  Downward trend in Mass attendance; sharp drop in 

2021

2.  2/3 of parishes have yellow or red financial scores

3.  Schools are generally strong with 80% rated highly 
effective by WCEA

4.  Drop in number of First Communions/Confirmations 
compared to Baptisms

5.  Demographics and location impact finances and 
attendance

Top 5 Takeaways you observed:
1.  Too many parishes and Mass times

2.  Cluster, merge or close parishes

3.  More evangelization needed: youth, families, 
lapsed Catholics

4.  Need more data to inform analysis

5.  Share resources, best practices and success  
as one diocesan family

of Masses, the number of priests in 
residence, recent celebrations of sacra-
ments such as baptisms and confirma-
tions, overall parish financial health 
and Catholic school performance and 
financial health. 

This close look at parish data 
revealed where our parishes are 
struggling most. They tend to be 
concentrated in Alameda, Berke-
ley, Oakland and Richmond, where 
there are higher numbers of Catholic 
churches now serving fewer parishio-
ners. Participants were asked to give 
us feedback on trends and takeaways 
they observed from this data. Their 
feedback is shown in Illustration 1.

In a message to these participants, 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ noted 
that our diocese was built to serve the 
Catholic Church of 1965, when our 
churches were full each Sunday. Our 
churches aren’t serving nearly those 
numbers now, but we still operate 
nearly all those same churches and 
with fewer priests than ever. Many 
of our parishes are barely managing 
financially. Many cannot afford to pay 
for a support staff to fully serve the 
parish and our missionary aspira-
tions. Bishop Barber called on the 
participants to consider new models 
of parish collaboration, such as a 
merger, cluster or even a parish clo-
sure. The explanation of these terms 
is shown in Illustration 2.

Changes such as these are chal-
lenging for everyone involved. I ex-
perienced this in my first assignment 

as a newly ordained priest when St. 
Leonard and Santa Paula parishes 
merged in 2000. The combined 
parish is now known as Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and, years later, the 
combined strength of both communi-
ties working together has helped that 
parish remain strong. 

The work of the MAP commission 
continues this fall as another round of 
consultations takes place among the 
deanery pastors with Bishop Barber. 
The recommendations from these 
discussions will be shared with you, 
and we will be seeking your input. 
Meanwhile, the MAP commission is 
working to put in place the support 
people and processes to help all new 
parish collaborations succeed. It will 
take lots of work, goodwill and posi-
tivity on all our parts to help us reach 
our goals. Working together toward 
our aspirations we can help ensure 
that all our parishes become outstand-
ing communities of encounter with 
Jesus Christ and his Gospel that  
saves lives. 

The Catholic Voice   •  October 20228



CATHOLICS UNITED TO PROTECT  
AND SUPPORT WOMEN, CHILDREN  
AND FAMILIES 
A message from the California Catholic Conference

Every human life, including un-
born human life, is unique and un-
repeatable, a person with inherent 
dignity and an eternal destiny. The 
intentional taking of any innocent 
human life is a grave moral evil, 
and people of faith and goodwill 
have an obligation to protect 
human life and oppose all attacks 
against human life and dignity. 

In California this year, voters are 
faced with a choice to keep abor-
tion law in our state as it is or to 
vote in favor of a new constitution-
al amendment that would perma-
nently expand and vastly increase 
abortions in our state, without 
doing anything to give vulnerable 
women a real choice. 

While we pray and work for the 
day when every human life, born 
and unborn, will be protected in 
law and welcomed in life, today we 
work to defeat this ballot initiative. 
To that end, we offer the following 
talking points that will unite peo-
ple across California to oppose this 
extreme initiative.

Sadly, California already has some 
of the most permissive abortion pol-
icies in the nation. Our law allows 
abortion for any reason up to viabil-
ity (around 24 weeks of pregnancy) 
and late-term abortion to protect the 
life or health of the mother. Recent 
court decisions do not change that 
reality in California. 

This year, our governor and 
legislative leaders have vowed 
to make California an “abortion 
sanctuary.” They are making 
good on their promise through 
20 bills expanding access to 
abortion and by allocating $200 
million in the state budget to 
pay for abortions for women in 
California and those seeking 
abortion from out of state. 

The California Legislature put 
Proposition 1 on the November 
ballot – an extreme proposal that, if 
approved by voters, would override 
current law and will permanently 
allow taxpayer-funded late-term 
abortions without limit.  

Proposition 1 would remove cur-
rent reasonable limits on late-term 
abortion and enshrine an “abortion 
sanctuary” in California. Propo-
sition 1 is unnecessary to protect 
women’s health or their reproduc-
tive freedom. 

A “no” vote on Proposition 1 
keeps existing California law on 
abortion the way it is now. Recent 
polling shows there is much com-
mon ground among voters in Cali-
fornia on the abortion issue. Most 
voters oppose taxpayer-funded 
abortions and support reasonable 
limits on late-term abortions.

A full 70% of California voters 
believe human life begins at viabili-
ty or conception. 

M A K E S  T H E  M O S T  S E N S E  F O R  C A L I F O R N I A N S

Opposing Proposition 1

Most California Voters 
Oppose Late-Term 
Abortions 

A significant majority of Cal-
ifornia voters oppose late-term 
abortions and understand that 
there should be reasonable lim-
its such as we have now. Prop. 
1 destroys these limits and will 
permit unrestricted abortion for 
any reason at any time — even 
up to the moment of birth.  
Most voters reject this.

Most California Voters 
Oppose Taxpayer-
Funded Abortions

 With California taxpayers 
already facing soaring inflation, 
sky-high gas prices and unaf-
fordable housing, most voters 
oppose taxpayer funding for 
abortions, especially today the 
expenses for abortion-seekers 
from other states. The Legis-
lature has already increased 
abortion funding by $200 mil-
lion this year. If Prop. 1 passes, 
analysts predict that the num-
ber of abortion-seekers from 
other states coming to Califor-
nia could increase by tens of 
thousands — meaning millions 
more dollars will be needed.

Most California Voters 
Believe in Reproductive 
Equity 

Most California voters be-
lieve there should be parity 
and equal access to services 
for women seeking abortions 
and those who choose to be 
mothers. Prop. 1 gives top 
funding priority to abortion 
seekers at the expense of fam-
ilies who struggle to pay for 
housing, groceries, gas, safe 
neighborhoods, healthcare  
and childcare. 

LEARN MORE
To learn more about how 
to get involved visit:
www.NoProposition1.com
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

Muralists give back at Our Lady of  
Guadalupe School

Sister Janice Therese Wellington, OP, retired as the  
principal of Our Lady of Guadalupe School in Fremont,  
but her influence will long be felt at the school. In addition  
to her principal duties, Sister took great pleasure in teaching 
the eighth-graders Religion. One of the main themes of  
the class was God’s love for all of us and for every part of  
the earth.

The Class of 2022, like many graduating classes, wanted to 
make a lasting gift to their school. 

The students wanted to give back to the school that has 
helped them so much, Alexss Bermudez said. The eighth- 
graders could have concentrated on summer fun, but instead 
they came back to school, picked up pencils and sketch-
books and created a design that shows leadership and 
creativity. Five class members stayed to use acrylic paints to 
make their vision come alive.

The students decided the mural should be colorful and full 
of life, Isaac Higares said. Their design includes day, night, 
the globe and a bookshelf with colorful book spines. The 
globe is inscribed “God loves,” which Kelsea Espinoza says 
not only shows their creativity but will be, the students hope, 
an inspiration to others.

 “The finished mural is the product of our hard work, which  
I think makes it beautiful!” Jasmine Grisante said. 

Luis Cipres, Isaac Higares, Alexssa Bermudez, Jasmine Grisanta and Kelsea Espinoza painted the mural on the fence that faces the schoolyard and protects 
the ramp into the building that houses the library and preschool. (COURTESY OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE SCHOOL)

Top Hats in Contra Costa County 
The Top Hat Award is the highest recognition offered in the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul. It is presented to those who 
exemplify what it means to live the mission of helping those 
in need. SVdP Contra County presented five of these top hats 
this summer. Recipients pictured are Gwen Watson of Christ 
the King Conference, left; Rick Richardson, president of the 
Hope Conference; and Patty and Larry Lynch of the St. David 
of Wales Conference. Not pictured is Doris Snyder, St. John 
Vianney Conference. 

Read more about these awards and other honored Vincentians 
at www.oakdiocese.org/catholicvoiceoakland.
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Upcoming Events
SEPTEMBER 25
Fundraiser Peace Concert for Ukraine
St. Bonaventure Church hosts a Fundraiser Peace Concert for 
Ukraine at 2:30 p.m. Sept. 25. Ice Cream Social, with cookies  
and handmade Peace Concert pins for sale, follows. There is  
no charge for the concert, but a good will offering will be appre-
ciated. St. Bonaventure Church, 5562 Clayton Road, Concord.

OCTOBER 1
The Legion of Mary Oakland Comitium
Annual Day Retreat
The Legion of Mary Oakland Comitium holds its Annual Day 
Retreat Oct. 1, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m at Sacred Heart Church. Guest 
speaker and Mass Celebrant: Father Jun Manalo. Continental 
breakfast and boxed lunch provided. Sacred Heart Church  
is located at 4025 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Oakland.  
Contact: Priscilla at 510.367.2619 or pabaya@mac.com.

OCTOBER 15
100-year Anniversary Celebration Finale
Our Lady of Lourdes Church celebrates the end of its 100-year 
anniversary celebration with a concert at 4 p.m. Oct. 15.  
A champagne reception follows. Suggested ticket donations: 
$25-$100. Our Lady of Lourdes Church is at 2808 Lakeshore Ave., 
Oakland. Contact: Father Jim Schexnayder at jas.lourdes2808@
gmail.com or Lynn Powe at lynnapowe@gmail.com.

SEPT/OCT/NOV
Grief Ministry Sessions
Catholic Community of Pleasanton Grief Ministry meets at  
St. Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton at 7 p.m. 
Sept. 8 and 22; Oct. 6 and 13; Nov. 17; and Dec. 8, 2022. Arrive 
a little early to check in. For more information visit catholicsof-
pleasanton.org. Scroll to Grief Ministry and tap on the video box. 
Contact: Barbara at 925.846.3904.  
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PLANNING AN EVENT? Please send submissions to 
The Catholic Voice at mjurich@oakdiocese.org.

NOTICE OF POTENTIAL REPURPOSE OR 
REIMBURSEMENT OF FUNDS DONATED  
TO ST. JOSEPH PARISH, FREMONT, FOR  
THE “TO BUILD CHURCH” PROJECT FROM  
1999-2022.
St. Joseph Parish, 43148 Mission Boulevard, Fremont, 
wishes to inform donors who gave from 1999-2022 to 
their “To Build Church” campaign of the opportunity 
to repurpose donated funds to the current needs of 
the parish, or to receive a reimbursement of their do-
nated funds. This includes heirs of deceased donors. 
Donors may contact Gina Mehta, Parish Business Man-
ager, for more information at 510-656-2364 ext. 100 
or unwindingprocess@saintjosephmsj.org.
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A faith-filled, energetic family life 
propels a career of justice and education 
for Moreau Catholic principal

O n the day of this visit to 
Moreau Catholic High 
School, the principal  
is proud to report:  

The girls’ basketball team won the 
Division 3 NCS Championship.

“They’re tremendous young 
ladies, not just ath-
letes,” she said.  
“I look at the oppor-
tunities and I smile.”

Colleen Galloway 
knows a thing or two 
about opportunity for 
female athletes. 

A three-sport ath-
lete – volleyball, bas-
ketball and softball 
– the 1977 Moreau 
Catholic graduate became the  
first woman to be awarded  
an athletic scholarship to the 
University of California, Berkeley.

It wasn’t all roses. “My first  
year, when volleyball was still  
in season, we practiced at the 
School for the Deaf, 6 to 8 in  
the morning.” 

After volleyball season ended,  
the basketball team could have 
Hearst Gym.

 “I look at the changes and I 
smile,” she said. 

And when you find yourself in 
Haas Pavilion on the Cal campus, 
look up near the scoreboard and 
you’ll see a row of jerseys with  
retired numbers, among them,  
Galloway. Among the others you 
might recognize is Jason Kidd. 

Colleen Galloway is 
the only woman there. 

She names three 
highlights of her Cal 
athletic experiences. 

“When they retired 
my number. That  
was when I was still 
playing. That allowed 
my whole family –  
my parents, my grand-
mother to be there.  

At halftime, they brought my  
mom and dad out.”

When Cal named athletes of  
the decade, “I was the basketball 
athlete for the ’80s. (She played 
from 1977 to 1981.) 

“I so admired the female athletes 
who came after me and loved to 
watch them perform. Being with 
them was pretty amazing.”

The third was her induction into 
the Cal Athletics Hall of Fame.

But Colleen Galloway isn’t  
here to talk about Cal basketball. 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

BY MICHELE 
JURICH

Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice. 

PHOTOS 
COURTESY 
OF MOREAU 
CATHOLIC  
HIGH SCHOOL
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 12-15 Principal photos IN story T/K 8/17

At Graduation 2022, Principal Colleen Galloway; 
Katherine Tran, winner of the Mariner Leadership 
Award and Scholarship; and Dr. Liz Guneratne, 
president of Moreau Catholic High School. 
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She’s firmly rooted in the present,  
as principal of Moreau Catholic  
High School. 

But she is happy, too, to talk 
about her roots in the Bay Area,  
and the family that nurtured her 
and cheers her on to this day.

Born at Providence Hospital in 
Oakland, she is the third of the 
seven children – six daughters, one 
son – to Doug and Sue Galloway. 

“I had an amazing childhood,” 
Colleen said. “We are an Irish Cath-
olic family; seven kids in 10 years.” 

Her father lives in the Fremont 
house the family moved to when 
Colleen was 2. The Galloway  
seven grew up at St. Leonard  
Parish, which today is Our Lady  
of Guadalupe Parish. 

Family life, she said, “was rooted 
in being Catholic. My mom was 
school secretary to help defray the 
cost of tuition. My dad worked for 
Safeway, did a great job providing 
for the family.” 

What the Galloway family  
did, they did together. The girls 
played softball; their brother 
played baseball. 

As the Galloways grew up,  
Sue Galloway brought her skills  
to Moreau Catholic, where she 
taught typing. 

“She worked where for eight 
years,” Colleen said. “She retired 
when the baby of the group  
graduated in 1985.” 

Doug and Sue Galloway  
coached the girls’ softball team  
at Moreau Catholic. 

“Their 1985 team won the NCS 
softball championship,” Colleen 
said. “It was a perfect ending.” 

Colleen’s widowed grandmother 
had Parkinson’s and family members 
rotated spending the night with her. 
Sue Galloway was her caregiver. 

Her mother, an expert typist, 
continued to type documents for 
the school for years in the pre- 
computer times. 

“She did all of that work for 
Moreau. She still stayed involved,” 
her daughter said. “Once you’re a 
Mariner, you’re a Mariner.” 

Another lasting gift the Gal-
loways gave their children was 
accountability.

‘We never doubted that whatever 
we did, our parents always loved 

officer before entering educa-
tion after a career-ending injury. 
Special education was the field 
that interested her. While she was 
studying, she got the opportuni-
ty to student teach at All Saints 
School in Hayward. That led to  
an opening at Moreau.

She also has had the opportuni-
ty her mother had: to teach at the 
school her children attended. Her 
sons are members of the Classes of 
2011 and 2016. 

When Terry Lee left the presiden-
cy to work with the Holy Cross,  
Dr. Liz Guneratne became presi-
dent. The principal’s office opened.

us. They would hold us account-
able. The worst thing would be my 
parents would say, ‘I’m disappoint-
ed in you.’ There’s not much worse 
than that. 

 “That was what I was born into. 
Not everyone is as lucky.”

That sense of accountability has 
been part of her work at Moreau, 
which has included teaching  
and serving as dean before  
becoming principal. 

“I try to share that with our  
students: It doesn’t matter what  
you did; I still love you. One of  
the things in restorative practices  
is to separate the deed from the 
doer: I don’t like what you did,  
but I still love you.”

After graduating from Cal, 
Colleen served as a BART police 

“I absolutely I had no thoughts of 
being principal,” Colleen said. “My 
oldest sister asked me are you going 
to apply. I love being dean.”

Her sister persisted: What can you 
give to the school that you can’t do 
now. You should think about it.

“I see places we need to go,” Colleen 
said, “places we need to get before I 
retire. I was lucky that they saw some-
thing I could give the community. 

“I feel I was born and raised to 
do this. I never saw it. I didn’t think 
about it until my sister said it,” she 
said. “Then it became a calling.” 

Colleen, who moved into leader-
ship during the pandemic, speaks 
about building upon the school’s 
culture of empathy.

“The resiliency and their desire 
to do it together has allowed us to 

“I grew up 
giving back. 

It’s important 
for me to try 

to do that.”



see them really come through and 
look to move forward and thrive,” 
she said. 

Students and teachers met in 
small groups, offering a forum 
for teachers to explain how the 
pandemic was impacting them. 
“Even a student who’s reluctant 
to wear a mask will do it for the 
teachers,” she said. “The teachers 
explain, ‘Look, I have a 2-year-
old. They can’t get vaccinated. 
And I’m scared to death.’

Wearing a mask becomes more 
important. “It’s not just a rule; it’s 
supporting someone.”

Holy Cross leaders visit the 
school, to check in on how well 
the school is following the exam-
ple of Blessed Basil Moreau. 

On a recent visit, one told  
her “they want to live in a world 
where our students are leading.”

 That’s our hope for these kids, 
she said. 

“I know the impact people 
have had on my life. And I know 
there’s no way I’m here without 
it, starting with my parents, 
teachers and coaches along the 
way. If I can give back, I think 
that’s what I’m called to do.”

Photos of the Galloway  
family grace shelves not far  
from her desk.

“My mom was the more  
outspoken, bigger personality.  
My mom would fill a room. 
Dad has always been our rock. 
Watching how they impacted 
lives … my mom loved this 
place, loved being a member  
of this community. They were 
both inducted into Moreau’s first 
Athletic Hall of Fame. I feel in-
spired and responsibility because 
of them. I know my mom’s up  
there smiling.” 

“We never doubted that 
whatever we did, our 
parents always loved 
us. They would hold us 
accountable. The worst 
thing would be my 
parents would say, ‘I’m 
disappointed in you.’ 
There’s not much worse 
than that.”

GO MARINERS!
Moreau Catholic High School
27170 Mission Blvd, 
Hayward, CA 94544 
https://www.moreaucatholic.org

Pages 14-15: Black-and-white photos from  
Moreau Catholic High School yearbooks.

“I know the impact people have had on my life.  
And I know there’s no way I’m here without it .... 
If I can give back, I think that’s what I’m called to do.”
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FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION AND DETAILS ON EVENTS: OAKDIOCESE.ORG/CCFL

Celebrate Catholic Family Life
with prayer, formation, service and  
social events - Sept. 24 - Oct. 2 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24

Community Care
9-11 a.m. St. Michael, Livermore

75th Anniversary Concert 
and Car Show
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Our Lady of Grace, 
Castro Valley

SVdP Friends of the Poor Walk
10 a.m. St. David of Wales, Richmond

Parish Festival
11 a.m.-8 p.m. St. Clement, Hayward 

Harvest Faire Family Day
3-10 p.m. Most Holy Rosary, Antioch

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
3-5 p.m. St. John Vianney, Walnut Creek

“Be Light” Mini Date Night
6 p.m. St. Joseph Basilica, Alameda

Bay Area Young Adult Candlelight Mass
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ presiding
7:30 p.m. Mission San Jose, Fremont

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25

Parish Festival
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. St. Clement, Hayward

Celebrating Family Day
9 a.m.-7 p.m. Our Lady of Grace, 
Castro Valley

Peace Concert benefiting Ukraine
2:30 p.m. St. Bonaventure, Concord

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27

Courageous Conversations 
5 p.m. USCCB Webinar on Polarization

Adoración y Diversion en Familia 
7 p.m. San Cornelio, Richmond

Charismatic Prayer Group
7:30 p.m. St. Raymond, Dublin;  
also on Zoom

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres de 
Familia con Ferney Ramirez 
7-9 p.m. San Marco, Richmond

Family Movie Night
6:30 p.m. St. Ambrose, Berkeley

Family Hike with Movimiento Familiar 
Cristiano Catolico
9 a.m. Point Pinole Park Shoreline

Meditational Rosary
9:45 a.m. St. Raymond, Dublin; 
also on Zoom

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres de 
Familia con Ferney Ramirez 
10 a.m.-noon Reina de Todos los Santos, 
Concord

El Rancho Festival
11 a.m.-5 p.m. St. Joseph Elementary, 
Alameda

First Saturday Memorial Mass  
& Blessing of the Animals
11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
• Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Lafayette
• St. Joseph Cemetery, San Pablo
• St. Michael Cemetery, Livermore
• Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Hayward

Grief support
11 a.m.-1 p.m. St. Raymond, Dublin 

Blessing of the Animals
 1-2 p.m. San Damiano Retreat, Danville

Family Mass
5 p.m. St. David of Wales, Richmond

Closing Mass 
Celebrated by  
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ
5 p.m. Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
Oakland

SUNDAY, OCT. 2

Hospitality Sunday
After 6:45, 8, 9 & 11 a.m. Masses,  
St. Michael, Livermore

Flock Party
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Good Shepherd, Pittsburg

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres de 
Familia con Ferney Ramirez 
11 a.m. San Clemente, Hayward

Parish Feast Day Celebration
11 a.m. St. Theresa, Oakland

Blessing of the Animals
Noon, St. David of Wales, Richmond

Courageous Conversations
7 p.m. Good Shepherd, Pittsburg 

The Search
7 p.m. Online group for 
newcomers, returnees 
Register: 
StMichaelLivermore.com/TheSearch

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres de 
Familia con Ferney Ramirez 
7-9 p.m. Santa Isabel, Oakland

Family Adoration and Mass
5-6:30 p.m. St. David of Wales, Richmond

Catequesis y Formacion Familiar
7-8:30 p.m. San Cornelio, Richmond

Weekly National Rosary
7 p.m. St. Raymond, Dublin

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres de 
Familia con Ferney Ramirez 
5:30-7 p.m. and 7:30-9 p.m.  
San Joaquin, Hayward

Adorar a Jesus Sacramentado  
en Familia y Misa 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. San Cornelio, Richmond

Family Hike with St. Joseph Missionaries
5 p.m. Wildcat Regional Park, Richmond

Ceasefire Walk
6 p.m. St. Benedict, Oakland

Family Movie Night: “Instant Family” 
8 p.m. St. Raymond, Dublin

SATURDAY, OCT. 1

Social Justice Ministry of Most Holy 
Rosary and Faith in Action East Bay
9 a.m. Most Holy Rosary Parish Hall, Antioch

Consultations on immigration matters, 
criminal record clearance, health 
insurance registration, CalFresh and 
other services, including services from 
Mexican consulate

Community Care
9-11 a.m. St. Michael, Livermore
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The Apostle 
of Chess
Born and bred in Hayward, an alumnus of St. Bede 

School, Moreau Catholic High School, Saint Mary’s 

College and the University of San Francisco, special 

education teacher Christopher Major brings his ministry 

of chess to youngsters throughout the Bay Area.

BY J.A. GRAY

J.A. Gray is a writer  
and editor. He is a 
member of St. Mary 
Magdalen Parish  
in Berkeley. 
 

PHOTO BY 
IAN TUTTLE/ 
IAN TUTTLE 
PHOTOGRAPHY

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

E lementary school stu-
dents on both sides of 
the San Francisco Bay 
have benefited from 

the chess ministry of Christopher 
Major during the past decade and 
more. From Hayward to Oakland 
to San Francisco to San Rafael to 

Novato, Chris Major 
has introduced children 
to this exotic-looking 
board game, gently 
teaching them, piece by 
piece. “It’s so different 
from playing basket-
ball or other games,” 
Chris Major says. “Two 
people playing chess are 
engaged with each other 
in a special way.”

Taking turns moving 
pieces on a board is an 
ancient and classic way 
of having fun. But, Chris 
says, “While kids are 

playing they are also training them-
selves to be independent thinkers, 
because the game requires them to 
plan their moves and foresee con-
sequences, face obstacles and find 
solutions, assess values and make 
sacrifices in pursuit of their goals. 
This little square of cardboard with 
its 32 plastic pieces contains basic 
life-lessons. And the skills the 
young players are learning as they 
move the pieces look to me very 
much like the theological virtues: 
fortitude, perseverance, temper-
ance, and justice.”

A star is dimmed
Chris Major is a native of Hay-

ward, educated at St. Bede School 
and then at Moreau Catholic High 
School, where he was a star athlete 
and the first African American 
senior-class president. He got a 
baseball scholarship to Saint Mary’s 
College in Moraga and earned a 
B.A. in business (Class of 1983). 
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He remains a grateful and 
engaged alumnus of all three 
schools. After college, Chris 
worked in the insurance industry 
for about 15 years, until he found 
himself at a dead end, profession-
ally and personally. 

“I had gotten used to thinking 
of myself as a kind of star, deserv-
ing of every success – and when 
life doesn’t oblige you, you can 
fall apart quickly. I found myself 
alone, miserable, and broke. My 
parents had tried to teach me 
early that to be lived well, life has 
to have a certain order, with God 
first, others second, and yourself 
third. I came to realize that I had 
reversed that order, putting myself 
first, instead of others, and as  
for God – I had lost track of  
him completely.”

A teacher is born
Nor was Chris Major a chess 

player in those dark days. The 
skills and virtues that he sees chil-
dren learning from the game were 
not yet his. Desperate for work, 
he became an on-call substitute 
teacher in East Bay public schools, 
reordering his professional life 
toward the service of others.  
In 2003, he was certified as a 
Special Education teacher by 

Chess is competitive, yes, but it also builds relationships. Two people 
facing each other across a chessboard are, in a real sense, in communion. 

And when you put a group of kids around a chessboard, nobody knows 
everything – but all of them together know a lot. For me, it’s like the 
breaking of the bread, as Jesus did with loaves and fishes. When the 

nourishment is shared, it is multiplied. As you share the game, kids who 
are thirsting for reason and hungry for knowledge are fed.”

the University of San Francisco, 
and he immersed himself in the 
challenges of that work at Skyline 
High School in Oakland, teach-
ing emotionally disturbed kids, 
most of them African American. 
Among the school’s recreational 
offerings there was chess, but 
Chris didn’t see the point: “I said 
to myself, how can chess possibly 
help these African American kids 
that can’t even read?”

Chris became a tireless entre-
preneur on behalf of kids in need, 
founding the nonprofit Hayward 
Youth Academy in 2005, creating 
an Early College Awareness pro-
gram with Saint Mary’s College, 
and partnering with YMCAs and 
local sports leagues. Umpiring 
a youth baseball game in 2009, 
he heard from a fellow ump that 
this man’s daughter was teaching 
chess as curriculum enrichment 
in Richmond public schools. And 
in Chris’ teacher-brain a light 
bulb went on.

The discovery of chess
“Could chess be something that 

helps children develop the ability 
to learn independently, which is 
the indispensable skill for acquir-
ing knowledge?” he mused. “We 
know that a student’s third-grade 

reading scores are the foundation 
of future academic success. And 
reading skill depends on practice, 
meaning homework. Could the 
skills developed by studying a 
chess board, which is classified 
as a game, be transferred to the 
studying needed for homework 
assignments, which we tend to 
classify as a task or chore?”

Chris dug into online resources 
on “How to Play Chess,” taught 
himself the game and, in cooper-
ation with a Hayward elementary 
school, began to develop his tem-
plate for chess instruction, which 
involves chess play, related read-
ing, and some homework time. 
In the 13 years since then, his 
instructional insight has proved 
itself to his satisfaction: 

“If I can get third-graders to sit 
down and play a 40-minute game 
of chess, those kids are also going 
to be able to sit down on their own 
and do their homework, and review 
it, and correct it. Chess does help 
to develop a self-starter, a self-learn-
er, a person who is goal-oriented 
and doesn’t need someone else to 
dictate his or her next move.” Chris 
smiles: “There are times when kids 
come in for the chess instruction 
and say, ‘Mr. Major, today I just 
want to do my homework!’  
And that is the victory.” G
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and in August he is making one 
of his periodic summer trips to 
Africa, bringing his chess-based 
educational program to school 
children there. Chess, after all,  
is a game known around the  
globe and is a universal language 
bridging all cultures.

Deacon Chris has a message 
for The Catholic Voice readers:  
“We focus on K-through-8 stu-
dents because we want to help 
them become independent learn-
ers and readers. But we have also 
brought chess to teenagers in con-
tinuation high school and juvenile 
hall, to instill confidence in kids 
who have been beaten down emo-
tionally and intellectually. Our 
program also works with seniors 
in assisted living. Anywhere we 
can create relationships and give 
people the opportunity to think, 
to play, and to develop reason and 
confidence – we go.” 

Schools and families
Retiring from his East Bay teach-

ing job and moving to Novato, Chris 
became an apostle of chess for kids in 
Marin County, initiating programs in 
public schools and, in 2014, found-
ing the nonprofit Novato Chess Club. 
Chris and his associates also interact 
with after-school programs, in-
ner-city clubs for kids, Police Athletic 
Leagues and similar service institu-
tions, and he has organized projects 
in which high school chess clubs 
can send students to teach chess to 
students in elementary schools.

 “Each One Teach One” is a motto 
in this ministry. “We ask a student 
to go home and teach three family 
members about chess. We very much 
want parents to take part in this 
special mode of getting to know their 
child,” Chris says.   Parents who are 
aware that corporations are spending 
millions to get their kids addicted 
first to screens, and now to VR gog-
gles offering “virtual reality,” might 
want to offer their children instead 
the concrete reality of a game that in-
volves two real persons, one genuine 
chess board and a rich tradition of 
thoughtful play. 

Chris says: “Chess is competitive, 
yes, but it also builds relationships. 
Two people facing each other across 
a chessboard are, in a real sense, in 
communion. And when you put a 
group of kids around a chessboard, 
nobody knows everything – but all 
of them together know a lot. For me, 
it’s like the breaking of the bread, 
as Jesus did with loaves and fishes. 
When the nourishment is shared, it 
is multiplied. As you share the game, 
kids who are thirsting for reason and 
hungry for knowledge are fed.”

Answering God’s call
So, as a professional schoolteach-

er and an amateur chess instructor, 
Chris Major relearned his parents’ 
wisdom and put service to others 
ahead of service to self. But – what 
about that first order of business?  
What about God? 

Having long neglected his Cath-
olic identity, Chris ventured back 
into communion with the Church 
in 2014 at St. Isabella Parish, and 
in his resurrected relationship 
with the Lord he soon heard a 
calling. In 2015, a deacon at the 
parish suggested that Chris might 
want to consider a vocation as a 
deacon. After two years of prayer 
and discernment, Chris joined the 
diaconal training program in the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco and 
began a five-year course of study  
and pastoral practice. 

 On May 28, 2022, Christo-
pher Major and nine other men 
were ordained to the permanent 
diaconate. Deacon Chris’ current 
pastoral assignment is to his home 
parish of St. Isabella. In July, Dea-
con Chris completed his service 
as coordinator of African Ameri-
can Ministry for the archdiocese 

MORE INFORMATION 
Deacon Christopher Major can be 
contacted through the website:  
www.novatochessclub.org 

The e-mail address is: 
info@novatochessclub.org

Christopher Major is ordained a deacon by Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone.
 

‘Each One Teach One’ is a motto in 
this ministry. We ask a student to 
go home and teach three family 
members about chess.”
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S
everal years ago, four Santa Maria Parish 
elementary Faith Formation teachers 
sat down together after class to discuss 
their favorite Catholic authors. 

BEYOND 
   THE BOOK 

When Covid hit,  
they bundled up and 
continued the book-
and-faith discussions 
outdoors, in front yards 
and backyards, appro- 
priately distanced.

The books are at the 
heart of the group’s  
gatherings, but the  
women say they value 
the opportunity to  
explore their faith’s 
meaning as it relates to 
their own lives, and to 
explore challenges rele-
vant to their daily lives.

Catholic book 
group fosters 
conversations on 
faith, challenges

“We found that it is  
important to have conversations 
in small groups, in our homes,” 
Deborah Potter said.

The books are chosen by the 
next host, which assures a wide 
range of perspectives and subjects. 

One of the most impactful books 
they found is He Leadeth Me, the 
powerful story of a New Jersey 
priest, Father Walter J. Ciszek, 
SJ, who volunteered to minister 
to Catholics in eastern Poland 
in 1939. Arrested by the Soviets, 
Father Ciszek suffered for 23 years 
in horrific Soviet KGB gulags and 
then in remote Siberian prison 
camps, isolated and repressed.  
Yet he remained strong in his faith, 
and found ways to minister to  
other oppressed people in need. 

The group has read a wide 
variety of Catholic books over 
the years, including convert Scott 
Hahn’s The Lamb’s Supper, and  
Marion Amberg’s Monuments,  

BY AL DONNER

Al Donner is 
a longtime 
journalist and 
parishioner at 
Santa Maria 
Parish in Orinda. 

That led to what has become a 
dynamic Catholic women’s book 
group. It has grown into vital 
discussions of living their Catholic 
faith in today’s challenging envi-
ronment. The women find that it 
energizes them and plays a larger 
role in their own faith lives.

“I needed to be around other 
people who have the same values,” 
Patty Cone said. “When people 
start feeling relaxed and comfort-
able, conversations happen in 
ways we could never anticipate.” 

The books provide both 
insights and opportunities to 
discuss broader faith insights and 
challenges. And the informal, 
in-homes settings is a key aspect 
of its capacity to strengthen their 
personal faith.

“We let the Holy Spirit take it!” 
Karen Johnston said. “We want to 
hear others’ views!”

The books are their starting 
point for the group created at the 
Orinda parish, but the monthly 
discussions go well beyond the 
topic book, providing an open 
environment to explore and discuss 
relevant subjects in their faith lives.

Each was attracted to the book 
group by the opportunity to discuss 
their religious life and issues in an 
informal Catholic environment.

WHAT 
IS YOUR 

CATHOLIC 
BOOK GROUP 

READING?
Let us know! 

mjurich@
oakdiocese.org

“I needed to be around 
other people who have 
the same values. When 
people start feeling re-
laxed and comfortable, 
conversations happen 
in ways we could never 
anticipate.”

Marvels and Miracles, a guide to 
500 shrines, churches and other 
holy places in all 50 states.

They have read the powerful 
fiction of Flannery O’Connor, a 
Catholic writer in the rural South 
whose stories plumb deep into  
the complexity of human nature 
and people’s relationships to God 
and neighbors.

Other Catholic authors they 
have read include Athanasius, Pope 
St. John Paul II, Bishop Fulton J 
Sheen, Cardinal Ratzinger, Evelyn 
Waugh, G.K. Chesterton, Graham 
Greene, Rumer Godden, Hillaire 
Belloc, Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
Elizabeth Lev, Matthew Kelly and 
near-Catholic C.S. Lewis.

“It is discovering books with an 
impact on our lives, such as this 
latest one by a convert, that makes 
this group special,” Karen said. 

B O O K  C L U B
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5th Annual 
Marian Conference 

With Mary,
We Receive God’s Grace!
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

500 Fairview Ave., Brentwood, CA 94513

Saturday, October 15

PROGRAM ________________________________________________________

7 a.m. Check-in/ Registration 
 Snacks and Merchandise Booths  

8 a.m. Mass with anointing of the Sick Father Quang Dong, presider
 and Blessings of Sacramentals Father Erick Villa, homily

9:30 a.m. Opening Program
 • Welcome and Overview Father Erick Villa
 • Keynote Address Father Quang Dong

10 a.m.  International Scriptural Rosary Deacon John Kortuem

Adults track _______________________________________________________

10:30 a.m.  Praise and Worship Father Erick Villa 
 with bilingual reflections with guest parishioners

12 noon Open time for Lunch
 • Enrollment to the
    Brown Scapular Deacon Paul Abenoja
 • Stations of the Cross Deacon Leland DeFrates
 • Confessions until 3 p.m.

1 p.m. Exposition and Adoration Father Mark Ruiz

2 p.m. Talk and Divine Mercy Chaplet Father Matthew Murray

3:30 p.m. Presentation Sister Nancy Usselmann

5 p.m. Closing Mass Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ

6:30 p.m. Candlelight Rosary Procession

Teens Track ________________________________________________________

10:30 a.m. Teen Workshop Choices Father Mike Nufable, Mary Machi

12 noon Lunch
 • Confessions until 3 p.m.

1 p.m. Community Building and Small Group Discussions

2 p.m. Praise and Worship Jesse Manibusan 

3 p.m. Divine Mercy Story and Chaplet Father Mark Ruiz

3:30 p.m. Talk Jesse Manibusan

5 p.m. Closing Mass Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ

6:30 p.m. Candlelight Rosary Procession

7:15 p.m. Dismissal

To register, call 925.634.4154  
or scan the QR code

Sister Mary  
Menegatti, OP
   
1945-2022

I N  M E M O R I A M

Sister Mary Menegatti, OP, died in Fremont  
on Aug. 14. She was 77 years old and in the  
55th year of her religious profession.  

Sister Mary was the daughter of John L. 
Menegatti and Marie Galusha Menegatti. Sister 
Mary and her twin brother, Bill, were born on 
June 22, 1945, in Los Angeles. She met the 
Dominican Sisters when she was a student at 
San Gabriel Mission High School in San Gabriel. 
In 1964, she entered the Dominican Sisters of 
Mission San Jose and made her first profession  
of vows in 1966. 

For 45 years, Sister Mary ministered in Catholic 
schools as teacher or principal. She served at 
Immaculate Conception Elementary School,  
San Francisco; St. Catherine’s Academy, Anaheim; 
San Gabriel Mission High School, San Gabriel; 
and in Los Angeles at St. Michael’s Elementary 
School, St. Ignatius of Loyola School and Santa 
Teresita School. 

In 2000, she received the Distinguished 
Principal Award from the United States 
Department of Education and the National 
Catholic Educational Association. 

Sister Mary treasured her family, friends 
and Dominican community. She had an 
unfailing sense of humor, insatiably read books 
about United States history, and thrilled to 
opportunities to sail with friends. 

Sister Mary is survived by her twin brother,  
Bill Menegatti; her sister, Elizabeth Montes;  
nieces and nephews. 

The Mass of Christian Burial for Sister Mary 
was celebrated Aug. 25 at the Dominican 
Sisters Motherhouse Chapel, 43326 Mission 
Circle, Fremont. Burial followed at the 
Congregation’s cemetery, God’s Acre, at the 
Motherhouse.  
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Father Gerald Pedrera is appointed Parochial Vicar of St. Anne Parish,  
Union City. Effective Aug. 1, 2022.

Father Kevin Schindler-McGraw, OFM, Conv., is appointed part-time  
Parochial Vicar of Transfiguration Parish, Castro Valley. Father Kevin  
remains director of Ongoing Clergy Formation. Effective Sept. 1, 2022.

Father Luke Ssemakula has been incardinated into the Diocese of  
Oakland. Effective Aug. 22, 2022. 

Bishop Barber has approved the nominations by their Provincial Superiors  
for the following religious order priests: 

Father Hai Ho, OFMCap, is appointed pastor of St. Jarlath Parish,  
Oakland. Effective Aug. 1, 2022.

Father Anson Antony, OFMCap, is appointed Associate Pastor of  
St. Jarlath Parish, Oakland. Effective Aug. 1, 2022.

His Holiness Pope Francis has dismissed from the clerical state and  
laicized the following former priests:

• Mr. Michael Galvan – rescript dated 7/26/2022

• Mr. Timothy Stier – rescript dated 5/5/2022

• Mr. Hector David Vela – rescript dated 11/10/2021

The following priests are restricted from ministry and have had their  
Faculties suspended:

• Father George Alengadan

• Father Padraig Greene 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Sister Dorothy Peterson 
is new Victims Assistance 
Coordinator

Sister Dorothy Peterson, a mem-
ber of the Faithful Companions 
of Jesus, has been appointed as 
Victims Assistance Coordinator for 
the Diocese of Oakland effective 
Aug. 2

A member of her religious  
order for more than 50 years,  
Sister Peterson has a long ministry 
in education, formation and spiri-
tual direction. She holds advanced 
degrees from the Jesuit School  
of Theology, Boston College,  
St. Michael’s College in Vermont 
and Holy Redeemer Center in  
Philadelphia.

“Her lengthy experience in listen-
ing and accompanying, in spiritual 
direction and pastoral counseling, 
makes her a natural for the work of 
a victims assistance coordinator,” 
said Chancellor Rick Medeiros. 
She has also served as the primary 
point of contact for her religious 
community regarding safe environ-
ment and reporting abuse.

“As I look back over nearly 50 
years in ministry, I can say I have 
been deeply enriched and often 
transformed by the people with 
whom I have been privileged to 
journey,” Sister Peterson said. “I 
hope to bring these experiences 
to those who come to our diocese, 
seeking healing and hope after 
suffering from abuse.”

Sister Peterson is available at  
dpeterson@oakdiocese.org or  
510-267-8344. 

O F F I C I A L  S C H E D U L E

OCT. 1
5 p.m.  Mass celebrating Diocesan  
Catholic Families Week, Cathedral  
of Christ the Light, Oakland

OCT. 2
10:30 a.m.  Mass for Installation of  
New Pastor and Welcoming of  
Capuchin Franciscans to the Diocese,  
St. Jarlath Parish, Oakland

OCT. 3
Meeting with Bishops of Region XI 

OCT. 4
Meeting with Catholic Funeral and  
Cemetery Services Board of Directors
Mass for Patronal Feast, St. Francis of  
Assisi Parish, Concord

OCT. 6
10 a.m.  Priest Personnel Board Meeting
1 p.m.  Presbyteral Council Meeting

OCT. 10-12
Meeting with Bishops of the California 
Catholic Conference, Burbank

OCT. 13
Catholic Charities of the East Bay  
Appreciation Luncheon

OCT. 15
10 a.m.  Celebration of the Rite of  
Confirmation, St. Mary’s Parish,  
Walnut Creek
5 p.m.  Marian Conference Procession  
and Mass, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish, Brentwood

OCT. 16
8 a.m.  Parish 70th Anniversary Mass,  
St. Callistus Parish, El Sobrante

OCT. 19 
5 p.m.  Mass and Dinner with Jesuit  
Diaconate Ordinandi

OCT. 20
10:30 a.m.  College of Consultors
7 p.m.  Rite of Candidacy for Permanent  
Deacons, St. Isidore Parish, Danville

OCT. 21
Eucharistic Revival, Bishops Advisory Meeting

OCT. 22
10 a.m. Ordination to the Diaconate for the 
Jesuits, Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

OCT. 28-29
Board of Trustees Meeting, St. Patrick  
Seminary and University, Menlo Park 
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Remembering those who we have laid to rest in our  
Catholic Cemeteries during the month of July 2022.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
OUR VIRTUAL MASS
WHEN:
October 1, 2022, 11 a.m.
WHERE:
https://1977-Catholic-Funeral-
and-Cemetery-Services.
livecontrol.tv/2c2e370c

† HOLY SEPULCHRE 
Florencio Abude
Eva A. Adams
Mary Aguilar
Glynbruce Barreda
Jesus Belmonte
Celia Beltran
Solita Bernardino
Robert Bishop
Robert Calaway
Ruben Carabello
Mariano Carrillo
Glenn Casqueiro
Dorothy Chaves
Guillermo Cidre
Battista Cipresso
Janice Cipresso
Alvaro Cortez
Eulah Cunha
Clifton Dauzat
Scott Delih
Emilia DeSerpa
Jose De la Cruz Duenas
Mary Duran
Celestine Dutchover
Dorothy Ellis
Gary James Enos
Maria Aurora Evangelista
Leonard Fadda
Edwin Farias
Marlene Faustino
Sandra Ferris
Dolores Finn
Maureen Fitzgerald
Omar Lopez Garcia
Gloria Gomez
Norma Gonzalez
Alma Gulino
Catherine Guzman
Frank Guzman
James Hawkey
Robert Hess
Scott Hiatt
Raymond Kolo
Chandra Lamprecht
Fred Lauterwasser
Frank Lima
Robert Lozano
James Lynch
Jacinto Madera
Alice Martinez
Anthony Maselli
Shirley McClusky
Nancy McGuire
Ana Mendes
Arnold Mezzetti
Esther Moniz
Barbara J. Moskal
Manuel Moya
Eric John Mullen
Virginia Nabor

Maria Noia
Beverly Perkes
Maria Perry
Annabella Pineda
Olivia Rodrigues
Christopher Rushing
Doris Santana
Hugo Santisteban
Herman Sarmiento
Darryl Shields
Howard Songey
Anne Sylvia
A.B. Thomas
Yiyen Tseng
Teresa Villa
Lafayette Wilson
Ah T. Yee
Jung Yoo
Yonathan Zamora

† QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Frank Aiello 
Lillie Aiello 
John-Vincent Baldwin 
Elaine Chavarria-Fryar 
Margaret Collier 
Edith De Solis 
Charles Decker 
Eugenio Ebro 
Michael Hansen 
Daniela Hernandez 
Mary Hession 
Mary Honens 
John Hynan 
Baby Nezahualcoyotl Larios 
Leopoldo Lejano 
Salvador Lopez 
Molly Marino 
Mary Martinez 
Stella Kathleen Maurer 
Barbara Meistrell 
Dale Miller 
Helen Morehouse 
Karol Nail 
Pat Nail 
Taylor Perkins 
RodolfoPortillo 
William Rennison 
Terry Schmitgal 
Vera Stanovich 
Larry Summers 
Flavio Tamo 
Helen Tamo 
Carolyn Vierra 
Howard Weingarten 
Daniel White 
Mary Agnes Whyte 
Iola Williams 
August Zurth

† HOLY CROSS
Michele A. Baluyut 
Juanita Bond 
Manuel Paul Castro 
Grace Ann Darone 
Stephen Anthony Davi 
Ernest Dominguez 
Ramon Echegaray 
Rosemary Dora Forsyth 
Hector Ramon Guerra 
Victor Gutierrez 
Even Gutierrez 
Joan Bundy Ison 
Annette Marguerite Louis 
Elodia Maria Lozano 
Dorotea Pangan Mallari 
Andrea Dorothea Milani 
Angel Morales Jr 
Dolores Nichol 
Maria Ermelinda Nunes 
Maria E. Oropeza 
Hilaria Ponce 
Thomas Tavares Rangel 
Mercedes Regalado 
Frederick Robert Schmidt 
Cecil Desales Valenzuela 
Robert Borromeo Walker 
† ST. JOSEPH
Emmanuel Anguiano Preciado 
Deogracias G. Alarcon 
John Begley 
Carol A. Bennetts 
Manuel Borja 
Christopher Burquez 
Juanita Castillo 
Kenneth C. Ceremony 
Jason R. Crawford 
Barbara J. Davis 
Alfred De Simoni 
Moises Garcia 
Julia S. Hern 
Raquel Juntilla 
Ryan Kang 
Kor Keoay 
Ricardo L. Malan Sr. 
Isauro Martinez 
James T. Mccullough 
Leigh O. Merritt 
Douglas Neil 
Judith Nelson Ellisen 
Barbara A. Palumbo 
Alvin B. Pazcoguin 
Donald R. Peevy
Russell T. Pritters 
Jimmie P. Rampoldi 
Conchita Reyes 
Margarita Rodriguez 
Gonzalo Sanchez Jr. 
Robert E. Seymour 
Elizabeth A. Sicks 
Tony Syvilay 

Asegedu Tedla 
Charles Vellenoweth 
Suthai Vilaikam 
Boonsong Wannavong 
Linda Williams-Avila 
Laurie Zabala 

† ST. MICHAEL
Solidad Balatayo
Daniel Cardenas
Shirley Elizarrey
Isaac Rafael Vargas 

Espinosa
Siegline Illichmann
Betty June Meier
Harry B. Shay
Kathleen M. Shay
Mary Sun
Ines Reyes Villanueva

† ST. AUGUSTINE
Valerie Barnes
Julie Martin 
Isabel Padilla
Arumgam Petchimuthu

† ST. MARY 
Gloria Brandon 
William D’Orazi 
Antonietta D’Orazi 
Charles Dewey 
Carol Long 
John Picchi 
Gregory Michael Savella 
Margie Serrato 
Dolores Sikes 
Robert Tolefree 

† CATHEDRAL OF  
CHRIST THE LIGHT 
Evelyn Laverne Bailey 
Carrie Devine 
Mary Francis Giammona 
Pedro Santos Marcelino 
Annabelle Semira 
Simon Solorio 
Tu Vo

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
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WHY SUPPORT OUR WORK:
• Delivered to 71,000 households monthly by mail
• Covering events and celebrations across our parishes
• Completely funded by the diocese, not your local parish
• Brings Bishop Barber’s message directly into the homes of parishioners

SPREADING THE WORD:
Support bringing Bishop Barber’s message in print, on video and on social media.  
In addition to the mailed magazines, we reach thousands on social media with the  
news affecting our Church and the good works happening in our diocese. 

HOW TO SUPPORT OUR WORK:
• Visit oakdiocese.org/catholicvoiceoakland-give
• Checks may be mailed to:  

Diocese of Oakland, Office for Mission Advancement,  
2121 Harrison St., Suite 100, Oakland, CA 94612

OCT. 1-2  
SUPPORT THE CATHOLIC  
VOICE AND OTHER  
DIOCESAN COMMUNICATION


