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BY BISHOP 
MICHAEL C. 
BARBER, SJ 

Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 

been bishop of 
the Diocese of 
Oakland since 

May 2013.

PHOTO BY 
DIANA BANASAN 
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Father Augustus Tolton was the first African American ordained to the 
Catholic priesthood to serve in the United States.  In January,  a group of 
parishioners from St. Patrick’s West Oakland and I traveled to Star of the 
Sea Parish in San Francisco to see a production of the play “Tolton: From 

Slave to Priest,” the story of his life.  Few plays have made such an impact on me.
 

It had such an impact that I asked 
you, in this column in April, to 
ask your pastor if your parish or 
school could host this production. 
In doing so, we would honor his 
memory and experience through 
his eyes the evil of racism in our 
country − and the power of Faith.

Five presentations of “Tolton: 
From Slave to Priest” were offered 
in our diocese. The Dominican 
Sisters of Mission San Jose’s Center 
for Education and Spirituality and 
the South County Deanery Parishes 
hosted a presentation at Holy Spirit 
Parish in Fremont. St. Columba Par-
ish in Oakland; All Saints Parish in 
Hayward; St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
in Berkeley and, on the last night, 
our Cathedral of Christ the Light in 
Oakland hosted presentations. 

Comments on the presentation:
“We had a wonderful experience,” 

said Sister Rose Marie Hennessey, OP, 
who coordinated a showing spon-
sored by the Dominican Sisters of 
Mission San Jose’s Center for Educa-
tion and Spirituality and four parish-
es of the South County Deanery. 

“It was the most enthusiastic 
group,” she said of the audience, 
often sitting on the edge of their 
seats, at Holy Spirit Church. 

The presentation may start many 
conversations within the diocese. 
“We have to look at racism in our 
own Church,” she said. 

“I thought it was extraordinary,” 
said Maria Creer, a St. Columba 
parishioner. “It was so well done. 
You could feel the faith, the love, 
the fear. You were just enthralled.” 

 
Where sin 
abounds, 
there grace 
abounds 
all the more
THE LIFE OF FATHER 
AUGUSTUS TOLTON 

“I knew the story of Father 
Tolton,” she said. 

She has lived part of it in her 
own life. “I always went to a Black 
Catholic school and Black Cath-
olic high school,” she said. “I had 
a high school two blocks from 
home,” which she couldn’t attend 
because of the color of her skin, the 
Xavier graduate said. 

 “Luckily I had parents who en-
couraged us, ‘You’ve got to be better.’”

Francine Peters also saw the 
performance at St. Columba,  
which is her parish. 

“I was so moved,” she said.  
“The presentation was so realis-
tic.” Despite what Father Tolton 
had to go through to become a 
priest, through the presentation 
one could “feel the love he had  
for the Church.”

The presentation also brought 
to mind “barriers in our own 
Church.” She recalled several  
people who had attempted to 
become a priest locally and the 
experience they had faced. 

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ and Jim Coleman, who portrayed Father Augustus 
Tolton in "Tolton: From Slave to Priest" at the Cathedral of Christ the Light. 

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P
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“If you can love your neighbor, 
why would you put down a person 
because they are of a different  
skin color?”

The audience at All Saints 
Church in Hayward was so  
appreciative, said Lety Arechiga,  
the office manager. 

Norah Hippolyte, office manager 
at St. Mary Magdalen Parish in 
Berkeley, said the feedback she had 
received was that people were very 
glad they attended. 

Everyone agreed: They wished 
the audience had been bigger.

Father Leo Edgerly, pastor of 
Corpus Christi Parish in Piedmont 
and chair of the Racial Justice 
Task Force I formed in 2020, was 
in attendance at the final perfor-
mance. Some members of the task 
force and some of his parishioners 
joined him. 

Father Edgerly said he found  
the production to be well done.  
“It spoke to the issues we continue 
to face,” he said. 

“It was a little bit hard for me 
because I saw parallels between 
my life and my desire and efforts 
to become a priest,” he said. “I was 
rejected by the seminary when I 
first applied because I was Black. 
They wanted to send me to Missis-
sippi and I was definitely afraid of 
going to the South.” 

The Tolton play, he said, “was 
powerfully done.”

“It reminded me that people of 
color, and those who don’t have 
direct power, we need to have 
other folks validate us. I’m both 
grateful there was a Bishop Floyd 
Begin who said, ‘I want Leo in the 
seminary’ and there was a Bishop 
John Cummins who said, ‘I want 
Leo to have whatever assignment 
that is open and not just be re-
stricted to the black community.’ 
If those two guys were not there, 
I may never would have gotten 
into the seminary nor would I 
have been given the opportunity 
to serve throughout the diocese. 

And I apologize for the many 
Catholic slaveholders in the South 
that enslaved the Toltons and so 
many other families.

I also apologize to anyone here 
who has suffered any form of 
racism from members or official 
representatives of the Catholic 
Church in your lifetime. Some on 
you have shared your experiences 
at listening sessions with me.

But St. Paul says, where sin 
abounds, there grace abounds  
all the more.

I praise and thank God for the 
witness of faith and hope, first 
from Mrs. Tolton and then from 
her son Augustus. I thank God for 
their perseverance, trust and hope 
in Jesus and their part in revealing 
to us God’s ever-present mercies. I 
thank God for the nuns and priests 
who helped the Toltons attend 
Catholic school and worship when 
others had refused them. I thank 
especially Father McGirr, his pas-
tor, and Cardinal Simeoni. 

Most of all, I thank God for the 
example and witness to holiness 
and the love of Jesus Christ that 
Father Tolton bestowed in his 
priestly ministry.

I pray that Father Tolton will in-
tercede for us and our diocese from 
his place in heaven. I pray that 
miracles will be granted through 
his intercession. He’s being pro-
posed for sainthood. I ask him to 
please intercede with the Lord to 
send us good, faithful vocations to 
faithful married life, the Religious 
life and the priesthood.

Father Augustus Tolton, pray  
for us. 

My white brothers never had to 
face that. They don’t have some-
one else speak for them, vouch for 
them, in order to be accepted, and 
that’s what happened with Tolton. 
If it wasn’t for that Irish priest, if it 
wasn’t for that Cardinal in Rome, 
he could have wished all he wanted 
but it never would have happened. 
Not one of the white seminarians 
who was in the seminary with him 
had to face that.” 

At the end of the last perfor-
mance, I said a few words to the 
audience in the Cathedral, which  
I share with you: 

I’d like to thank the Cathedral  
for sponsoring this performance 
and I thank you, Jim Coleman, 
and your stage manager Nick 
Pape and St. Luke’s Productions 
for their skill in bringing Father 
Tolton to life.

While it is all still fresh in our 
memory, as a representative of 
the Catholic Church, I want to 
apologize for the racism that Au-
gustus Tolton and his mother Mrs. 
Martha Tolton and their family 
endured at the hands of members 
of the Catholic Church: the parish 
school of the Sisters that would 
not accept him as a pupil; the par-
ish priest who would not welcome 
them; the rectors of the seminar-
ies that would not accept him as 
a student; the white parishioners 
that did not think the Tolton fam-
ily should attend Mass with them. 
I apologize and I am ashamed of 
those parishioners and priests 
who would not welcome the new-
ly ordained Father Tolton to serve 
in his own hometown. 

While it is all still fresh in our memory, as a representative 

of the Catholic Church, I want to apologize for the racism 

that Augustus Tolton and his mother Mrs. Martha Tolton 

and their family endured at the hands of members of the 

Catholic Church . . .”
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

F or eight hours a week – 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays – 
five retired attorneys 

volunteer their time to assist people 
with navigating legal issues involv-
ing housing, employment, wills, 
insurance, family issues and a host 
of other areas.

The attorneys work collaborative-
ly, listening to clients, asking ques-
tions and help plan the next steps.

Dedicated on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in June 
2016, the legal clinic, like its neigh-
bor, the Order of Malta Clinic of 
Northern California, which serves 
the medical needs of uninsured 
adults, is a corporal work of mercy 
in action. 

Now, like its neighbor, the free 
legal clinic is officially a work of the 
Order of Malta.

The legal clinic sees clients 
regardless of religion or financial 
need. All are welcome to make  
an appointment.

When clients arrive for the ap-
pointment, an attorney greets them. 

“You have to be hospitable; 
welcome people,” said Tom Greerty, 
who directs the clinic. “I do believe 
that what we’re doing is God’s work.”

Tom acknowledges and praises 
his legal clinic associates – Bob 
Ford, Steve Burke, John Zugnoni 
and Greg Schopf – and immigration 
attorney Elizabeth Ezekwem,  

who consults with them by phone. 
The attorneys greatly miss their 
colleague Malcolm King, who died 
in 2021. 

It would be fair to say that with-
out Tom Greerty, there might not 
be a free legal clinic at the foot of 
the Pilgrims Path at the Cathedral 
of Christ the Light. 

The clinic’s roots run deep in 
Tom’s life story. 

“You have to be
hospitable; welcome 
people. I do believe

that what we’re doing
is God’s work.”
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Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice.

PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY DOMINIQUE 
GHEKIERE-MINTZ  
AND RICK MEDEIROS



“The way I practice law was 
different from most people. I 
practice in my hometown. I grew 
up in a blue-collar town,” he said. 
“We have doctors and lawyers in 
our community, and I was happy to 
join them. But they were kind of an 
elite. We’re the refineries, too. 

“I always left the door open for 
people who had problems. I made 
a living and I did pretty well, but 
at the same time they’d come in. 
sometimes they had a good case 
and I could help them, sometimes 
they just needed a contact or they 
needed me to help them with some-
thing else. Help with their brother 
who was an alcoholic. I didn’t make 
any money on those cases. 

“What grew in me was this men-
tality and this idea: I realized there 
were a lot of people out there that 
needed legal help but they couldn’t 
find a lawyer.” 

 He wondered why more people 
weren’t doing this. 

“I enjoyed helping people,” he 
said. “What I got out of it was spiri-
tual: I’m pleasing the Lord by doing 
this. And it made me happy.”

In 2014, while earning a master’s 
degree at the Dominican School of 
Philosophy & Theology, Tom was 
faced with a choice: Write a 120-
page paper or do a project. 

He was reading encyclicals in  
his Catholic Social Teaching class. 
“I could see it in my mind: Lawyers 
like myself opening our hearts  
and minds.”

He took his idea to Bishop 
Michael C. Barber, SJ, who asked 
him, “Can we call it the Pope 
Francis Clinic?” 

Father George Mockel, then  
vicar general of the Diocese of  
Oakland, found a place in the 
chancery for the legal clinic. 
Antonio Sanchez-Corea of the 
Order of Malta provided the 
needed construction work to 
conform the space to the needs. 
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At the ribbon-cutting after the 
opening Mass in June 2016, Tom 
recruited volunteer attorneys.

Bob Ford was among them. He 
continues to this day.

 “I raised a family, I worked hard, 
made a living, I was somewhat 
active in the diocese in various ac-
tivities,” Bob said. “When I retired, 
I really wanted to do something to 
give back for all the blessings I’ve 
had in life.

 “When I heard about this, it 
seemed like the perfect thing to do.

It’s been incredibly rewarding, 
and it’s been humbling, too. The 
people that we see they have a 
tough go of it in life. You realize 
how blessed you are, and you want 
to help them. We do help a lot of 
people with their legal problems.”

His experience representing 
corporations in labor negotiations 
has proved valuable in his new 
capacity, this time often advising 
clients who sit on the other side  
of the table. 

“As a labor negotiator,” he said, 
“you have to find common ground.”

 The attorneys, who work  
in groups of two or three, have 
also found common ground 
among themselves. 

“Since we’ve been doing this for 
so long, we’re all very comfortable 
with each other in terms of doing 
our roles with the clients, Bob said. 
“Nobody’s trying to be the star. 
Nobody’s trying to be the know- 
it-all. Everybody’s trying to help 
the client.” 

They do a lot of listening at the 
Pope Francis Legal Clinic, Tom 
said, and some praying, too. No 
one has ever turned down his offer 
of prayer, he said. Some clients 
have continued up the Pilgrims 
Path to the cathedral for a visit or 
to attend Mass. 

 The clinic also has a statue of 
Our Lady of Lourdes, which Tom 
brought home after making a 
pilgrimage there with the Order of 
Malta. There are bottles of Lourdes 
water, too, if someone needs it.  

And Kleenex, should tears flow 
during a consultation. 

“We want to do the Lord’s work 
by encouraging people to improve 
the lives, to get their jobs back, 
to fight off their alcoholism, to 
reconcile with their wife or their 
mother and father,” Tom said. “It’s 
all really part of the healing process 
the church is engaged in. We’re in 
the law business, trying to do that: 
protecting people’s right, rights to 
their property, to their mother’s 
estate or to their grandmother’s 
house. To the stipend that was 
promised them. They’re entitled to 
this. God has put us at a junction 
point at these people’s life.”

His colleague agreed.
“The bottom line is: “We’re 

blessed to have the opportunity,” 
Bob said. 
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ORDER OF MALTA POPE FRANCIS 
LEGAL CLINIC

Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays

To make an appointment:

• Call 510-893-4711 

• Ask for the Pope Francis Legal Clinic.

• The receptionist will ask about your issue 
to determine how long an appointment 
to book for you. Phone appointments 
are available.

• You will be offered an appointment. 

• You will be asked to provide your name 
and contact number, and to bring any  
paperwork with you to the appointment. 

• On the day of your in-person appointment, 
arrive at the Chancery office, on 21st Street, 
just below Harrison Street, in Oakland. 

• At your appointment time, an attorney will  
greet you and walk with you to the legal clinic. 



‘CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS MAKE 
SCHOLARS 
AND SAINTS’

Earlier this year, 10 individuals 
were canonized for their exemplary 
lives of holiness. “Holiness does  
not consist of a few heroic gestures, 
but of many small acts of daily love,” 
Pope Francis reminded those  
gathered for the celebration at  
St. Peter’s Square.  

We rejoice with grateful hearts for the 
countless acts of love that take place each 
day in our Catholic schools. Dedicat-
ed staff members across the Diocese of 
Oakland embrace every encounter as an 
opportunity to make God known, loved 
and served – to their students, school 
families and colleagues.

The Order of Malta generously or-
ganized a wonderful spiritual journey 
to the Cathedral of Christ the Light for 
St. Anthony and St. Catherine of Siena 
students. The trip included a personal 
guided tour from Father Brandon Mac-
adaeg, who explained the symbolism 

BY RODNEY PIERRE-ANTOINE

Rodney Pierre-Antoine is executive  
director of the Lumen Christi Academies.  

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LUMEN CHRISTI ACADEMIES

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

behind the cathedral’s architectural de-
sign. He also brought students back to the 
tabernacle for a moment to be with Christ 
and adore Him in prayer. 

During the tour, Father Brandon asked 
students to share what they have come to 
know about God. Third-grader Adonis 
Nguyen said it best: “God’s grace never 
fades away.”

After Mass, John Renke, director of the 
Office of Worship, invited students to get 
a close and personal look at the musical 
jewel that is the Cathedral’s 5,298-pipe 
Conroy Memorial Organ. The students 
enjoyed learning about the various 
buttons and hearing the different tunes. 
Marisol Preciado, St. Anthony’s principal, 
“loved seeing the joy in her students’ eyes 
as John Renke explained the different 
parts.” This formative experience will be 
with them always, as one St. Catherine of 
Siena parent posted, “both my kids spoke 
about it being one of their favorite field 
trips! Thank you for the amazing experi-
ence they were given.”

This past school year is a true testament 
to Adonis’ profound words. With God’s 
grace, our communities rose to every 
challenge that surfaced as they success-
fully navigated the pandemic. School staff 
and families united in mission to cultivate 
safe and nurturing in-person environ-
ments that strengthened students’ rela-
tionship with Christ and supported the 
holistic growth of every child entrusted to 
their care, in mind, body and spirit.

During Educator Appreciation Week, I 
saw a GIF that read the following:

Engineers make bridges.
Artists make paintings.
Scientists make rockets.
Teachers make all of them.
I would tweak that last line slightly to 

read: “Catholic Schools make Scholars 
and Saints.”

While examining the Constitution,  
St. Peter Martyr fifth-graders learned 
about the document’s importance, vari-
ances in interpretation over the years,  
and the Supreme Court’s ultimate role. 
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After zooming in on the Preamble, they 
noted that all of the Framers were white 
men, most of them were wealthy and 
some of them even owned slaves. 

The first words “We, the People”  
probably excluded a significant por-
tion of Americans at the time. So the 
fifth-graders were challenged to rewrite 
the Preamble, to make it more inclu-
sive of our diverse country. Here’s one 
student’s rewritten Preamble:

 We, the People of the United States, in 
order to lead our Country into a better future, 
must have Equality and Justice for all of our 
people. No matter our gender or race, we will 
have the same rights, and be valued for who 
we are; if you are little or small, you will still 
have a voice in this world, and as people in 
society, sisters and brothers, all will be valued. 

– Sebastian Davis
 

I continue to be impressed with the 
culture of connection that is reinforcing 
an other-centered perspective for our 
students. Just imagine how special  
St. Anthony School students felt when 
they received personalized cards from 
Ms. Pease and her St. Peter Martyr School 
junior high students on “Random Acts 
of Kindness Day.” 

Our students and teachers are journey-
ing forward together in this endeavor as 
the professional learning community they 
have forged strengthens. Teachers serve 
as a support system for one another, this 
includes opportunities for peer observa-
tions throughout the year. 

These virtual Classroom Learning Labs 
were well received. As Stephanie Gomez, 
Queen of All Saints School’s fifth-grade 
teacher shared, “It was extremely helpful 

to watch recordings of other teachers in 
action, we were able to see different teach-
ing methods and a variety of strategies to 
collaborate with students.”

We remain united in mission as we 
pray in thanksgiving for the school year 
that was, and work in anticipation for 
the school year to come. We remain 
steadfast in our commitment to sup-
port one another in our common call to 
sainthood. Please join us in praying for 
the continued success of our Diocese of 
Oakland Catholic schools, the steadfast 
endurance of our school staff, and the 
enduring resilience of our parents and the 
ongoing formation of the students at the 
heart of this work. May we all be reas-
sured knowing that regardless of the un-
known challenges or opportunities ahead, 
God’s grace will never fade away. 

“God’s grace never
fades away.”
—Adonis Nguyen, third grade
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FACE       
     Gala
Family Aid Catholic 
Education awards more 
than 500 scholarships

The 44th annual FACE Gala proved true to its 
title “An Evening of Scholarship.” Through the 
generosity of donors, more than $400,000 was 
raised to assist families afford a Catholic educa-
tion for their children. FACE Director Terri Porter 
awarded scholarships to more than 500 students 
after the event. FACE has continued fundraising 
with the goal of providing financial assistance to 
the 1,300 qualified students on its wait list.

Guests at the April 23 gala at the Blackhawk 
Museum in Danville heard from FACE recipi-
ents and enjoyed the music of the St. Leo School 
Choir during the event. More information on 
FACE is available at www.oakdiocese.org/face. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FACE

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N
More information on FACE is available  
at www.oakdiocese.org/face.
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Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, and  
the Filipino clergy of the Diocese of  
Oakland, gathered April 30 at the  
San Ramon Marriott for a grand  
fiesta to celebrate the 500 Years of  
Christianity in the Philippines. 

GIFTED TO GIVE CELEBRATES 

500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN THE PHILIPPINES

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

BY ELY TORRES, 
ST. JOAN OF 
ARC PARISH, 
SAN RAMON 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY JESSIE 
PARAISO

W ith “Gifted to Give” 
as the theme, the 
milestone occa-
sion serves as a 

reminder of how Filipino people 
truly embraced and nurtured the 
Catholic faith we have been gifted 
with, and now are tasked to share 
with others. 

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ dines with the cherubim sponsors and some of the clergy 
that serve in the diocese. 
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With more than 500 people in 
attendance, and with support from 
the religious groups and guests 
from Dioceses of Oakland, San 
Jose, Santa Rosa and Stockton and 
the Archdioceses of San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, Bishop Barber 
said in his welcome remarks that 
the dinner dance and fundraiser 
was the biggest he had attended 
since becoming shepherd of the 
diocese. He highlighted the gift of 
faith and the rich culture of the 
Filipino people, which is shared 
to all in the greater Bay Area in 
particular and the United States  
in general.

The event began with outdoor 
cocktails, which provided an op-
portunity for arriving guests to 
connect with friends and new  

acquaintances. Corporate sponsors, 
including cherubim and angel 
sponsors, had time to interact 
with Bishop Barber during a spe-
cial cocktail reception hosted in 
his honor. 

Afterward, guests donning their 
Filipiniana and Barong Tagalog 
were invited to join the colorful 
parade led by a “Sinulog” dance 
presentation, with the image of 
Señor Sto. Niño carried by Miss 
Philippines USA Tourism Bianca 
Tapia. Inside the main ballroom, 
the festive atmosphere continued 
with patriotic songs, rondalla 
music and cultural presentations 
while dinner was served. 

Before the dance floor opened 
and the DJ filled the ballroom 
with music, the Filipino clergy 

presented Bishop Barber a $50,000 
check toward the renovation of 
the Diocesan Retreat Center in La-
fayette and an additional $10,000 
donation to USCCB’s humanitari-
an efforts for Ukraine.

Bishop Barber also received an 
image of Señor Sto. Niño ordered 
from Cebu, Philippines. All 
the esteemed guests, including 
non-Filipino clergy from parishes 
with Filipino presence, received 
pocket-size images of the same as 
a token of gratitude and a gesture 
of prayer for their overwhelming 
support to make the culmination 
fellowship event not only success-
ful, but fruitful and faithful.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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A FIVE-YEAR –  
PLUS ONE – CELEBRATION 

 
In 2021, the Philippines celebrated the 500th anniversary 

of the arrival of Christianity in the country, which took place 
in 1521, when Ferdinand Magellan landed on the island of 
Cebu and erected the cross.

Below is a timeline of how the commemoration of the 
quincentennial unfolded. 

Special thanks to those who supported all the initiatives 
leading to the grand fiesta. We recognize that in the hearts 
of these women and men behind and at the forefront of the 
preparations leading to that blessed night is their burning 
desire to celebrate 500 Years of Christianity in the lives of ev-
ery Filipino, and in the various parish and faith communities 
throughout the world by highlighting the gifts of the Faith 
where we are – here in the Diocese of Oakland! 

2017
Filipino clergy and laity sat down, 
discerned and identified ways to 
drumbeat 2021 and be enriched over 
the five years leading up to 2021.

Consultations and discussions were 
conducted to put together a five-year 
plan. The proposal was presented to 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, who 
was very responsive and supportive 
of the festivities ahead, especially 
after attending the International 
Eucharistic Congress in Cebu, 
Philippines, the previous year.

 

2018
A Mass was celebrated at the Cathe-
dral of Christ the Light in Oakland in 
March to kick off the celebrations. 
A replica of the Pilgrim Cross began 
visiting the parishes within the dio-
cese. Statues of San Lorenzo Ruiz, 
San Pedro Calungsod, Our Lady of 
Manaoag and Señor Sto. Niño sim-
ulated the journey of every Filipino 
pilgrim from the “islands to the main-
land,” which was the theme adapted 
for first symposium held at St. Isidore 
Parish in Danville in September. 

The Mass was celebrated by Apos-
tolic Nuncio to Spain His Excellency 
Bernardito Auza. The symposium 
identified two very important reali-
ties of Filipino life: family and faith. 
It also provided opportunities for 
both the clergy and laity to share 
their own journey in search for home 
as Filipinos and as Catholics. With 
researchers from the University of 
San Francisco, the results of a survey 
conducted earlier were presented to 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, 

2019
St. Michael Parish in Livermore hosted 
the second symposium with the theme 
“Understanding and Appreciating 
Filipino Spirituality and Religiosity.” 
His Excellency Mylo Hubert Vergara 
from the Diocese of Pasig, Philippines, 
and His Excellency Alejandro Aclan 
from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
guided discernment and celebration 
of Pananampalataya (Faith), Panana-
langin (Prayer) and Pagsasabuhay 
(Living Faith) through music, talks and 
Q&A. Popular devotions and various 
Filipino prayer styles were made avail-
able during concurrent sessions at the 
school grounds, where Filipino treats 
were served.  
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2020 
Due to lockdown in 2020, the planned 
third symposium focusing on the im-
portant role of the youth in spreading 
the faith and carrying the torch with 
zeal and enthusiasm was halted. 

The strict restrictions in place did not 
stop the annual Simbang Gabi kick-
off Mass at the Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, which providentially served as 
a platform not only to continue the 
tradition of celebrating the novena 
Masses leading to Christmas, but  high-
lighted the desire of the Filipino com-
munities to gather -- even if online! 
Excitement builded in anticipation of 
that day when people could gather  
in person.

2021 
We continued to navigate through 
the challenges of the pandemic. The 
festivities and initiatives surrounding 
the quincentennial celebration took a 
pause, including a possible pilgrimage 
to the Philippines with Bishop Barber, 
who had earlier visited Cebu for the 
International Eucharistic Congress  
in 2016.

Novena Masses were celebrated in 
parishes March 7-16 and were live-
streamed. Bishop Barber presided at 
the Mass that concluded the novena. 
In-person attendance was limited to no 
more than 300, but those gathered at 
the cathedral represented in their spir-
it and their voice the message of the 
jubilee song, “We Give Our Yes,” which 
captured the heart of the celebration.

2022
At the Gifted to Give Gala in April, 
there was just so much joy and 
renewed hope in the Faith that we 
continue to cherish as gift from our 
forefathers. We all realize that this is 
the same Faith we are called to pass 
on to our own families and commu-
nities today, in the desire to pave the 
way for the next 500 years. We defi-
nitely will miss that celebration here 
on earth, but the greatest banquet 
awaits in heaven!
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At the Cathedral of Christ the Light, Ramon Urbina, 
self-described “Antioch through and through,” was 
surrounded by his family, his brother seminarians, 
friends and parishioners he has served in the years 
of formation that brought him to ordination to the 
priesthood on May 28. 

BY MICHELE 
JURICH

Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice. 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
CHUCK DECKERT

 

There were solemn moments in 
the rite presided by Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ. And also joyous ones, 
especially when the new priest was 
greeted by his brother priests, and 
as he reached down to bless small 
children in the Communion line. 

One of the best questions to ask 
a seminarian is, “What do you look 
forward to after ordination to the 
priesthood?” 

Father Ramon Urbina’s response, 
given about three weeks before his 
ordination, was both illuminating 
and hopeful. 

 “Being there for people at the 
most important times in their life, 
whether it’s a baptism, welcoming 
their child into the world or being 
there for confession where they 
trying to reconcile or fix their rela-
tionship with God. 

“Or when they have to say good-
bye to a loved one and they need 
help with mourning at funerals 
or when a family is starting out in 
marriage or continuing their nour-
ishment thorough the journey at 
Mass or receiving the Eucharist at 
really important points in their life. 

So that’s what I’m looking forward 
to: helping them in a sacramen-
tal way on their spiritual journey 
toward God.”

Father Ramon is the son of  
Ramon and Alizu Urbina and  
grew up at Most Holy Rosary 
Parish. During his diaconate year, 
he baptized 10 babies under the 
age of one. Among them was his 
nephew, Levi. 

He graduated from St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in early May, in a class of 
six men on the cusp of ordination 
to the priesthood. He would travel 

A PRIEST
F0REVER
RAMON URBINA IS ORDAINED TO THE 
PRIESTHOOD TO SERVE THE PEOPLE 
OF THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

 During the Litany of the Supplication, Ramon Urbina lays before the altar.  Priests lay hands on their new brother priest.   
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to Hawaii to attend the ordination 
of one classmate, complete duties 
as a deacon at Holy Spirit Parish in 
Fremont, attend a required canonical 
retreat and prepare to take his priestly 
vows on May 28.

His loyalty to his brother seminar-
ians was visible in many ways during 
the Mass and even before. 

The invitation to the ordination 
he designed featured a photo of him 
surrounded by his fellow seminarians, 
taken last year after his ordination to 
the transitional diaconate at Mission 
San José.

He chose two relatively new priests 
– Father Huong Dinh, who serves as 
parochial vicar at St. Anthony-Mary 
Help of Christians Parish in Oakland, 
and Father Peter Lawongkerd, paro-
chial vicar at Holy Spirit in Fremont. 

Father Huong was ordained in 2021; 
Father Peter in 2020. 

“I chose them because both of them 
helped me out lot during my forma-
tion,” he said. “They keep in touch 
and help me out a lot.”

In his homily at the ordination 
Mass, Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ, 
told his soon-to-be-ordained priest, 
“The priest lives his life as a perpetual 
sacrifice for his people.”

Serving his pastoral year in 2019-
2020, Father Ramon had ample op-
portunity to witness the length of days 
under the extraordinary situation of  
the pandemic.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Bishop Barber lays hands 
on Ramon Urbina in the 
ordination rite at the 
Cathedral of Christ the Light. 

 Fathers Peter Lawongkerd and Huong Dinh assists the new priest with his vestments.  Bishop Barber anoints the hands of Father Ramon Urbina.  
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He was serving at St. Raymond  
Parish in Dublin when the order to  
close churches came from health  
officials in both Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties.

He helped out at funerals with 
extremely limited attendance. When 
the churches could reopen, taking 
strict precautions to social distance and 
sanitize the seating between Masses, 
the seminarian was among those who 
hoisted the Germbuster Pro on his back 
to make things safer. 

 The seminarian also took the place  
of altar servers and lectors at Masses.  
“It helps me grow in my own ministry,” 
he said of the work at the time. 

 “It’s been eye-opening,” he said of the 
pastoral year. “It has opens a world of 
possibilities for future ministry. Despite 
all this, there’s a lot of hope.” 

He brought that sense of hope and 
possibilities to his last two years of study 

at seminary, where he continued his 
practice of drawing cartoons – he’s a 
lifelong cartoonist – depicting sem-
inary life and sharing them with his 
brother seminarians.

After his ordination to the diaconate 
last August, he was assigned to  
Holy Spirit Church, where he assisted 
on weekends. 

The 10 baptisms included some 
words from the deacon, encouraging 
parents and godparents “to take seri-
ously the commitment of raising the 
child in the Faith, so they can grown 
into the beloved child of God that 
loves God and loves his brothers and 
sisters and neighbors. and is willing to 
give of himself or herself to people.”

It is important to understand  
the commitment. 

“When I do a Spanish baptism, in 
the portion where they have to re-
spond, sometimes I do that in English 

because the godparents don’t know 
Spanish. They have to really commit 
to raising the child in the Faith. If 
they don’t know what they’re saying, 
the whole thing is moot.” 

He learned a lesson along the  
way. “I didn’t realize Spanish is so 
necessary for ministry,” he said.  
“I wish I had boned up more when  
I was younger.” 

As a Spanish speaker, he has presid-
ed at quincerañeras. 

“It’s very interesting, they’re all  
very different,” he said. “ Sometimes 
there a lot of people; sometimes few.  
All in Spanish or sometimes bilingual.” 

And what has he told the young 
women? 

“To be prepared,” he said. “We use 
the reading of the 10 virgins. Half of 
them had extra oil, and half of them 
didn’t, when the bridegroom came 
inviting them to the banquet.”

“I tell them to keep God in their 
life. We never know when God is 
going to come back. Live faith-filled 
lives dedicated to God.”

He has also been with families 
at the saddest times. He recalled a 
parishioner he had met during his 
pastoral year. “When she passed away, 
her daughter remembered I had been 
bringing her Communion, so she 
asked me to do the vigil,” he said. 

Although as a deacon he was able to 
preside at a marriage ceremony, he did 
not have that opportunity. 

“I would want to walk with the cou-
ple through the initial stages,” he said. 
“I would want to prepare them, get to 
know them, bring them into  

By being ordained a priest, you, Father Ramon, will bring the peace of  
Jesus and His consolation to everyone you meet. When consoling a grieving 

family and you remind them of the promises Jesus made to us about eternal life. 
When you are kind in the confessional and people leave experiencing a peace they 
haven’t known in years. When you give a little girl her First Holy Communion and you 
see the joy of a pure soul communing with her Lord. When you visit an elderly person 
in a rest home and your visit makes her whole day. Not only that, your visit reminds 
her there is a God and He is good and He is love and she’s no longer afraid of death. 
And when you are called to a hospital room to anoint a dying man you’ve never met, 
and the wife, on seeing you come into the room exclaims, ‘Oh, thank God. Our priest 
is here’ and peace descends upon that room. With the sacrament of anointing of the 
sick and absolution, you open the gates of heaven for that poor soul. In a word, you, 
Father Ramon will represent the risen Christ for our people.”

— Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ

 Father Ramon Urbina blesses a child in the Communion line.  The new priest gives his first blessing to the Bishop of Oakland. .
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the Church myself. As a student,  
I wouldn’t be able to do that.” 

He does have an upcoming wedding 
on his calendar in his home parish in 
Antioch. “There’s a couple that met do-
ing youth ministry out there. We’re all 
friends. We’ve known each other a long 
time. I met the young lady when she 
was a teen, and I was doing youth min-
istry, right before I entered seminary.” 

At Holy Spirit, he had opportunities 
to preach. Among the last was the third 
Sunday of Easter.

He began with a story from his child-
hood. The family lived in Antioch; his 
job with UPS was in San Francisco.

“He would wake up early, three or 
four. He would come into my and my 
brothers’ room, then go into my sister’s 
room, and say a little blessing over his 
children before he left. As a terrible 
sleeper, I would catch him, see his hand 
blessing us.”

His curiosity grew.
“Dad, why is it that you come in our 

room every night and pray for us a little 
bit before you go?

“And he said, ‘If I don’t come home 
or something happens to me at work, I 
want the last thing I do for my children 
to be something good.’”

After Mass, Father Urbina stood for 
hours outside the cathedral, blessing 
those who waited in a hours-long line 
for a blessing. His proud parents stood 
by, greeting friends and family. His 
father held prayer cards, for the now-
grown little boy he had blessed before 
heading to work each day. 

 After Mass, blessings on the plaza. 

 The seminarians of the Diocese of Oakland surround Father Urbina and Bishop Barber.  
Vocations Director Father Carl Arcosa is far right.

The priest is not his own. The priest lives his life as a 
perpetual sacrifice for his people: the sick call at night, 

the hours in the confessional, the time to it takes to prepare a 
homily, the transfer to a parish that might be of your choosing, the 
giving up of your day off to serve a funeral Mass, or to attend the 
funeral Mass of a brother priest, the interruption of your prayers by 
a troubled soul, the hours spent in meetings with the finance and 
parish councils, the anger directed against you by someone that are 
more political than spiritual, when you stand up for Christ and His 
teaching especially today when it comes to defending human life, 
marriage, family and welcoming the stranger.”

— Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ
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Sems: 
Observations 
on formation 

from Rev. 
Ramon Urbina

A lifelong cartoonist, Rev. Ramon 
Urbina drew cartoons reflecting 

on seminary life during his 
years at St. Patrick's. He shared 

the artwork with his fellow 
seminarians, sometimes pinning 
them to the laundry room wall or 

sending them via email. 
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THE GUARDIAN 
ANGELS OF 
ST. PHILIP NERI 
PARISH

V O L U N T E E R S

M argaret Mariani was 
born in Alameda and 
grew up in Oakland. 
She spent many of 

her formative years in her parents’ 
grocery store, learning what custom-
er service was about. Margaret later 
graduated with honors from Fre-
mont High School, being named the 
school’s valedictorian. 

Margaret was introduced at age 15 
to Tony Mariani, a dynamic young 
man, at an Italian Catholic Federa-
tion meeting at St. Philip Neri Parish. 
Margaret and Tony spent most of 
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STORY BY 
JAMES FRANCIS 
MCGEE

PHOTOS BY 
DOMINIQUE 
GHEKIERE-
MINTZ

their time on Taylor Avenue, an area 
called “Little Italy,” in Alameda. Be-
fore they knew it, Margaret and Tony 
were married on Jan. 6, 1957, at St. 
Elizabeth Church in Oakland.

One day they went to the St. Philip 
Neri Fun Fair and around the corner, 
and they saw a “for sale” sign in front 
of a house on Fountain Street. The 
Marianis ended up purchasing that 
house and turned it into a home as 
they raised three loving children. 
(Margaret now has six grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren!)

 “Mrs. Mariani” started working at 
St. Philip Neri School as a volunteer 
on yard duty and soon she knew this 
was the place that was meant for her! 
Interacting with the kids – all of the 
kids – on a daily basis became the 
second love of her life. Margaret was 
a true teacher on the yard, always 
instructing and guiding the St. Philip 
Neri School students from ages 6 
through 14.

I was truly blessed to be a student 
at St. Philip Neri School during 
Margaret’s tenure. (I graduated in 
the 1970s.) The most amazing thing 
is that Mrs. Mariani still works at St. 
Philip (now St. Philip Neri/St. Albert 
the Great)!

After being a longtime volunteer, 
Margaret started being compensat-
ed in 1988 by Father Jerry Kennedy, 
pastor of St. Philip Neri, with ben-
efits, rather than a salary, to assist 
her when her husband passed  
away suddenly. 

Whether it was making sure we 
had a lunch, finding us a sweater  
on a cold day, listening to us as we 
tearfully told about how we fell onto 
the blacktop, or another special 
time, Margaret was the heartbeat  
of the school. 

Of course, throughout the years, 
St. Philip Neri has had some other 
parishioners like Mrs. Mariani. 
There is no way that I could name 
them all, but another “guardian an-
gel” I would like to recognize is the 
wonderful JoAnn Dorn. She is also a 
longtime parishioner who has dedi-
cated her life to the SPN community. 
In recent years she has assisted 
grieving families as they deal with 
the loss of loved ones. 

To Margaret and JoAnn, and to 
all of those of you who are reading, 
God bless you as we continue to help 
others as we follow in the footsteps  
of Christ! 
James Francis McGee, St. Philip Neri 
Spartans, Class of 1978, teaches 
second grade at Holy Spirit School 
in Fremont. He is the adviser to 
the Holy Spirit Herald, the student 
newspaper. He has been a Catholic 
school educator for 34 years.

Margaret Mariani JoAnn Dorn

S H A R E  Y O U R  S T O R Y
There’s a volunteer in your parish whose presence enrich-
es parish life. Let us know about your favorite volunteer. 
The Catholic Voice would like to feature their stories, too. 
Email: mjurich@oakdiocese.org or drop a line to The Cath-
olic Voice, 2121 Harrison St. Suite 100, Oakland, CA 94612.
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A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L S

STORY AND 
PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF 
CARONDELET 
HIGH SCHOOL

TINY HOUSE,
BIG SKILLS
Carondelet High School students
hone skills, build housing
for local farmworkers

Thirty students collaborated on 
all aspects of the 20-by-8-by-11-foot 
house, including architectural lay-
out, framing, electrical, plumbing 
and exteriors. 

The tiny house will provide free 
housing for local farmworkers in 
collaboration with Hijas del Campo 
(Daughters of the Field), a nonprof-
it serving the needs of farmworkers 
in Contra Costa County. 

“With women grossly un-
derrepresented in engineering, 
architecture and construction, we 
wanted to create a class to provide 
Carondelet students with a rich, 
hands-on experience in STEM, 

and make a meaningful difference 
in our local community at the 
same time,” said Chris Walsh, the 
school’s Director of Innovation and 
leader of the project. 

Kristina Levesque, math teacher 
and co-teacher for the project, said, 
“The course where students receive 
academic credit relies heavily on 
learning-by-doing with perfor-
mance-based assessments that 
demonstrate a student’s knowledge 
and skills in STEM.

“By the end of the course, stu-
dents developed an engineer’s abili-
ty to contribute to social good, feel 
comfortable with brainstorming, 

prototyping and testing products, 
delivering a high-quality product 
to real-world users, and effectively 
communicating their ideas visually 
and verbally to an audience,” she 
said. She is a member of the Class 
of 2006 at Carondelet High School. 

“The Engineering for Social 
Good class reflects the Carondelet 
mission of serving the dear neigh-
bor, all while empowering myself 
and other young women to explore 
the STEM field in a non-traditional 
classroom setting. I really appre-
ciate the opportunity I have been 
given to take this class and have 
learned skills even beyond engi-
neering,” said Chloe De Smedt, a 
member of the Class of 2022.

“We knew going in that this proj-
ect would require strong partner-
ships with local business leaders, 
talented professionals sharing 
their knowledge as guest teachers, 
generous donors and sponsors and 

 IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING BACK TO THEIR COMMUNITY, 
Carondelet High School’s Engineering for Social Good students have 

built a sustainable tiny house for local farmworkers who need housing. 

The Tiny House project is the inaugural activity of the Engineering 

for Social Good class, where 11th and 12th grade female students at 

Carondelet High School built a tiny house on wheels utilizing core design 

thinking and engineering concepts for this hands-on, community project.
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.  .  .  STUDENTS DEVELOPED AN ENGINEER’S ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE  

TO SOCIAL GOOD, FEEL COMFORTABLE WITH BRAINSTORMING, PROTO-

TYPING AND TESTING PRODUCTS, DELIVERING A HIGH-QUALITY  

PRODUCT TO REAL-WORLD USERS, AND EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATING 

THEIR IDEAS VISUALLY AND VERBALLY TO AN AUDIENCE.”

our broader Carondelet family. We 
are grateful that our community 
responded so enthusiastically.”

 President Annette Eros is a 
member of the Class of 1985.  
“As we prepare for a future ex-
pansion of our STEAM classroom 
and activity spaces, this project 
has served as a valuable pilot and 
provided solid foundation for inno-
vative curriculum development at 
Carondelet High School,” she said. 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was held May 12 on the campus.  
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

CELEBRAT ING?  Please send submissions to The Catholic Voice at mjurich@oakdiocese.org. We look forward to sharing your happy times.  

Fiesta Day at St. Isidore Parish 
St. Isidore Parish in Danville celebrated Fiesta Day on May 15, 

the feast day of its patron saint, who was canonized 400 years 
ago. Also honored were ordination anniversaries of priests, 
including Father Matthew Murray, pastor, celebrating five years, 
and Father Candelario Jimenez, parochial vicar, celebrating a 
year of the priesthood.  

PHOTO BY D. ROSAIA

Men’s Conference  
At Immaculate Heart of Mary

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ was the keynote speaker for the 
Men’s Conference hosted by Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. He was  
also the celebrant at the Mass at the annual event in Brentwood. 

PHOTOS BY RAYMOND FIGUEROA

St. Mary Magdalen Festival  
welcomes you 

St. Mary Magdalen Parish invites you to attend the St. Mary 
Magdalen Festival July 23-24 to celebrate the Berkeley parish’s 
patron saint.

The festival begins at 11 a.m. Saturday, July 23  with the lecture, 
“Misconceptions and New Conceptions: Knowing St. Mary Mag-
dalen in our Lives” by Rev. Lizette Larson-Miller, who serves as 
assisting clergy at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Berkeley.

Rev. Larson-Miller  is a professor of liturgical studies at Huron 
University College (London, Ontario, Canada) and canon precen-
tor for the Anglican Diocese of Huron. She was ordained to the 
diaconate and priesthood for the Diocese of Los Angeles, earned 
her PhD at the Graduate Theological Union. 

Rev. Dr. Tanisha Sparks will offer a reflection at weekend Mass-
es. Rev. Dr. Sparks serves as the director of finance and opera-
tions at the Santa Clara University Jesuit School of Theology in 
Berkeley. Rev. Dr. Sparks is a graduate of Holy Names University 
and also earned her MBA at the Oakland university.   She earned 
her master’s of divinity at the American Baptist Seminary of the 
West and her doctorate in ministry at Emory University’s Candler 
School of Theology.

St. Mary Magdalen Church is at 2005 Berryman St. in Berkeley. 
Weekend Masses are 5:30 p.m. Saturday, 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and  
11:30 a.m. on Sunday.

For additional information, visit marymagdalen.org.
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Congratulations

Corpus Christi School Piedmont

Graduating Class of 2022

Darius Bell Griffin Patrick Jacobs

Rowan Theodore Bunkers Jack Nahkoheso LaFever

William George Campbell Ashlyn Kariann Lee

Marco John Cecchin Nathaniel Mesfen

Gianna DiPerna-Willard Riley James Miller

Siena Michelle Domingo Chloe Patricia Okamoto

Lucas Joseph Dominguez Joseph Aziz Oke

Rocco Paul Doubrava Amelie Perry

Kaili Shai Engle Tucker Presnell

Trevor Parker Erickson Isabella Susan Tatiana Shalauta

Jacob Estrada De Leon Margaret Tanios

Giovanni Fontana John Paul Throne

Nickie Theodora Gerontides Isabella Aniko Warner

Tobias Guzman Eleanor Mae Yee

Chloe Grace Iida Abigail Miju Yoon
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Congratulations, 
Class of 2022

Bishop O’ Dowd High School, Oakland

Carondelet High School, Concord

Cristo Rey De La Salle East Bay High School,  
St. Elizabeth Campus, Oakland

De La Salle High School, Concord

Holy Names High School, Oakland

Moreau Catholic High School, Hayward

Saint Joseph Notre Dame High School, Alameda

Saint Mary’s College High School, Berkeley 

Salesian College Preparatory, Richmond 

ALAMEDA COUNTY
St. Joseph, Alameda
St. Philip Neri, Alameda
School of the Madeleine, Berkeley
Our Lady of Grace, Castro Valley
St. Raymond, Dublin
Holy Spirit, Fremont
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fremont
St. Joseph, Fremont
All Saints, Hayward
St. Bede, Hayward 
St. Clement, Hayward
St. Joachim, Hayward 
St. Michael, Livermore
St. Edward, Newark
St. Anthony, Oakland
St. Elizabeth, Oakland 
St. Leo, Oakland
St. Theresa, Oakland
Corpus Christi, Piedmont
Assumption, San Leandro
St. Felicitas, San Leandro
St. Leander, San Leandro
St. John, San Lorenzo

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
Holy Rosary, Antioch
De La Salle Academy, Concord
Queen of All Saints, Concord
St. Agnes, Concord
St. Francis of Assisi, Concord
St. Isidore, Danville 
St. John, El Cerrito
St. Perpetua, Lafayette 
St. Catherine of Siena, Martinez
St. Joseph, Pinole
St. Peter Martyr, Pittsburg
Christ the King, Pleasant Hill
St. David, Richmond
St. Patrick, Rodeo
St. Paul, San Pablo
St. Mary, Walnut Creek

Queen of All Saints, St. Anthony, 
St. Catherine of Siena, St. 
Elizabeth, St. Peter Martyr, 
St. Paul are Lumen Christi 
Academies

Elementary Schools 

High Schools 

 
Congratulations Class of 2022! 

Caleb Calica 
John Camantigue 

Aerin Contreras 
Sean Freitas 

Alma Gargantilla 
Nathan Hipolito 

Rita Kumar 
Miguel Lagman 
Grace Libiran 
Elexa Lopez 

Trisha Manait 
Camila Martinez- Mateo 

Brooklyn Palacios 
Sophia Pollock 

Yazmeen Robinson 
Mahlyah Sao (not pictured) 

Chloe Talaugon 
Maeve Van Bibber 

Jacob Vidona 
Carlie Webber 

5788 Thornton Ave. Newark, CA 94560 | 510.793.7242 | stedcs.org 
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Award-winning nurse says 
Catholic faith influenced 
her work in Kenya

NAIROBI, Kenya — At a school in the Turbi 
area in northern Kenya, children clear out by 
midday, and in come the parents, who are 
learning to read.

Nearly 80% of the region’s population is 
illiterate, but Turbi Pioneer School is bringing 
about change, with children transitioning from 
one class to another. The parents are working 
hard: learning to write their names, do simple 

arithmetic or even save numbers on mobile phones.
This is the work of Anna Qabale Duba, 31, a Catholic mother 

of two and a professional nurse who won the inaugural Aster 
Guardians Global Nursing Award May 12.

Duba, who works at the government referral hospital in the 
northern Kenyan town of Marsabit, received the $250,000 
award at an event in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on Interna-
tional Nurses Day.

“I have dedicated this award to peace in my region,” Duba, a 
Catholic, told Catholic News Service in a telephone interview 
May 16. “Catholics are for humanity and peace. That has also 
influenced what I do.”

Duba believes she was awarded for her work in education in 
the remote region. She has been going the extra mile to pro-
vide education in a predominantly nomadic herder community 
where literacy levels are very low.

“My focus is education. I am who I am and where I am today 
because I got an education,” said Duba, who hopes to increase 
the work against illiteracy with the prize money.

Turbi, a region near the Kenyan–Ethiopian border, has been 
the scene of deadly battles involving ethnic communities 
feuding over resources in Marsabit County. One such incident 
occurred July 12, 2005, when at least 60 people — including 
12 children — were slaughtered in a morning ethnic raid that 
became known as the Turbi Massacre. Many years later, ethnic 
tensions still continue to threaten peace in the area.

Duba lost many family members, which inspired her to  
study nursing.

“Many lives would have been saved if there 
were health facilities. I lost many family 
members. That inspired me to want to help 
my people,” said Duba.

She also has campaigned against harmful cultural practices 
such as female genital mutilation, or circumcision, and early 
girl-child marriages in the community. Nearly all girls in Turbi 
have undergone circumcision by the age of 12, and Duba said 
she went through it.

“Being a nurse and having seen what these women go 
through when giving birth, I decided to champion against it,” 
said Duba, explaining that the foundation involves everyone, 
with priests and sheikhs speaking against the harmful practices.

“The early marriages are still there, but I am telling them 
(community) to take their girls to school, because school 
delays these marriages,” added Duba, the first woman in her 
village to attain a university degree.

BY FREDRICK 
NZWILI 
CATHOLIC  
NEWS SERVICE

CNS PHOTO/
COURTESY 
ASTER 
GUARDIANS

Anna Qabale Duba, right, a Kenyan nurse, reacts when she wins the 
inaugural Aster Guardians Global Nursing Award during the awards 
ceremony in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on May 12. She is hugging 
Manju Dhandapani, a contestant from India.

Her passion for working with the communities started in  
2013 when she was named Miss Tourism Marsabit County.  
The work further accelerated in 2014 when she was crowned 
Miss Investment Kenya. After this, she decided to go back to 
the village to empower her communities.

So that she could have something sustainable, Duba started 
a school and named it Turbi Pioneer, since she had been a first 
in so many things in her village.

Duba also runs the Qabale Duba Foundation, which 
champions the rights of Kenyan women and girls.

The foundation’s programs include providing sanitary 
supplies and undergarments; offering mentorship programs, 
including having motivational speakers visit schools; and 
running programs on safe motherhood, where the foundation 
trains traditional birth attendants on safe deliveries and urges 
them to advocate for hospital deliveries. It also fights against 
female genital mutilation and early marriages and carries out 
peace initiatives.

Father Christian Pista, a priest at Turbi Mission in Marsabit 
Diocese, called the award “a moment of joy.”

“We want to see her continue with the work, to fight for the 
human rights, to fight for the girls and for the women,” said the 
priest. “The church has invested a lot in education, invested in 
health and so many social aspects of the human. So the work 
of so many old missionaries is now visible.”

Bishop Peter Kihara Kariuki of Marsabit said the church and 
partners working for peace were inviting Duba to become the 
voice that calls the people to unity, peace and reconciliation in 
Marsabit County.

“This shows that whatever is the situation in Marsabit, we 
still have winners,” said Bishop Kariuki. “God is bringing these 
blessings in Marsabit, when we are in this situation (drought 
and conflict). Then, we need to look at this and say that God 
wants us to do something better.”

He said the church wants to work with Duba for peace and 
reconciliation so that “all of us can team up, not those religious, 
but those who have been touched by God’s love and grace in 
order to help those who are not able to do.” 

The Catholic Voice   •  July 202228



I N  M E M O R I A M

        Sister Mary LaSalette Fuselier, OP
        NOVEMBER 26, 1941 TO MAY 25, 2022

Sister Mary LaSalette Fuselier, OP, died in Fremont on May 25. She was 80 years old and in the 60th year of her religious profession.
A native of San Francisco, Sister Mary LaSalette was born on November 26, 1941. She was the daughter of Aloysius  

R. Fuselier and Dorothy Magner. In elementary school, she attended St. James School, San Francisco, where the Dominican Sisters were 
her teachers. She was a proud alumna of Presentation High School, San Francisco. 

 In 1959, she entered the Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose and made her first profession of vows in 1961.
Sister’s great love for children found expression in her ministry as teacher of primary grades at St. Michael’s School and St. Francis X. 

Cabrini School, Los Angeles; St. Mary of the Angels School, Ukiah; St. Edward School, Newark; and St. Frances Cabrini School, San Jose. 
Sister Mary LaSalette shared her gift of compassion when she served in pastoral care ministry, visiting the home-bound and 

comforting the grieving at St. Felicitas Parish, San Leandro, and St. Monica Parish, Moraga. In ministry to her Dominican community, 
Sister Mary LaSalette delighted her sisters with her great culinary talents. 

Services for Sister Mary LaSalette took place on June 1 at the Motherhouse Chapel of the Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose.  
The Rosary and viewing were followed by the Mass of Christian Burial. After Mass, burial took place at the Congregation’s cemetery, 
God’s Acre, at the Motherhouse.

“There was a way of Sister Mary LaSalette: her reticence, her shyness, being so assuming, never wanting to draw attention to 
herself,” said Father Wayne Campbell, who was her friend and pastor at St. Felicitas and St. Monica. He chose the Gospel reading of the 
Visitation for Sister Mary LaSalette’s funeral Mass. “Her way was: Every day, she would get her bag and go to the convalescent homes, 
the assisted living and the homebound.”  

29



O F F I C I A L  S C H E D U L E 

July 2
10 a.m.  Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
St. Anthony-Mary Help of Christians Parish, (St. Anthony 
location), Oakland

Noon  Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation,  
St. Elizabeth Parish, Oakland

July 3
Noon  Mass and celebration of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, St. James Parish, Fremont

July 8
Dinner with St. Patrick Seminary and University Auction 
Winners, Bishop’s Residence 

July 10
7 a.m.  Serve Breakfast with Catholic Worker Berkeley  
to Homeless at People’s Park.

9:30 a.m.  Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Perpetua Parish, 
Lafayette

July 21
10 a.m.  Priest Personnel Board

1 p.m. Presbyteral Council

July 23
9 a.m.  Mass at Spanish-Speaking Charismatic Renewal 
Congress, Divine Mercy Parish (St. Paschal location), 
Oakland

July 27-30
Napa Institute, Napa

A S S I G N M E N T S

Newly ordained Father Ramon Urbina is appointed 
Parochial Vicar at St. Bonaventure, Concord, effective  
July 1, 2022.

Newly ordained Deacon Richard Denoix is appointed 
to the Catholic Community of Pleasanton effective June 1,  
2022. He will continue as Diocesan Coordinator of 
Detention Ministry.

Father Arturo Cardenas, currently at St. Bonaventure, 
Concord is appointed Temporary Parochial Administrator  
of St. Francis of Assisi, Concord, effective July 15, 2022 to 
Feb. 1, 2023.

Father Ismael Gutierrez, Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi, 
Concord is granted a sabbatical July 25, 2022 to  
December 31, 2022.

I have accepted the resignation of Father Terence 
O’Malley, SCJ as Parochial Administrator of Transfiguration 
parish Castro Valley, effective May 15, 2022. Father O’Malley 
is returning to his religious order in England, the Sacred 
Heart Fathers and Brothers of Betharram. His Faculties in 
the Diocese of Oakland expired on June 1, 2022. Father 
Mario Borges continues as Pastor of Transfiguration. 

Photo by Chuck Deckert

F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  B I S H O P
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Remembering those who we have laid to rest in our 
Catholic Cemeteries during the month of April 2022.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
OUR VIRTUAL MASS

WHEN:
July 9, 2022, 11 a.m.

WHERE:
https://vimeo.com/667970885

† HOLY SEPULCHRE 
Rufino Aspacio
Michael Balinagay
Teodoro Barajas
Thomas Barry
Laura Becerra
Aurora Borajas
Benigno Calub
Daniel Castellanos
Arthur Castillo
Albert Castro
Carmen Castro
Maria Ceja
Raymond Corey
Mathilda Costa
Joseph Costales
Manuel Cruz
Evelyn Dancel
Maria De Anda
Mary Patricia Derby
Jesus Diaz
Erni Egli
Mary Fernandez
Aniceto Fortes
Edward Gallego
Juana Gallo
Frank Galopin
Jason Raymundo Gomez
Rosalia Gomez
Gladys Green
Donald Guido
Esperanza Guzman
Hermelinda Hernandez
Otilia Hernandez 
Gary Hess
Velma Hidalgo
Robert Holt
Rita Howerton
Yunzhen Hu
Richard Hulsman
Beatrice Insigne
Margaret Joyce
Jason Krikava
Domenica Lamanna
Feliza Leon
Jose Lopez-Marquez
Margaret Lucas
Louise Lynch
David Madrid
Bonifacio Martin
Miguel Martinez
Henry Mateos
Patrick McGee
Thomas Minjares
John Montero
Dennis Montes
Melvin Nobriga
Maria Oliveira
Brian Orpiano
Ann Panconi
Suzanna Paniagua
Virginia Pedro
Leopoldo Pelayo
Pierina Pertino
Judith Pestano

Leonora Pilar
Francisca Pineda
Arturo Ramirez
Jose Francisco Rios
Rose Marie Rocha
Casey Rogers
Fabian Ruiz
Steven Rynazewski
Samia Saad
Lena Salvador
Buenaventurada San Juan
Ramona Soares
Mark Steiner
Cynthia Steiner
Dorothy Sullivan
Michael Taylor
Simeon Terreros-Latu
Jose Tinoco
Gloria Torres
Lorenzo Vargas
Jennette Velasquez
Mary Wang
Isaac Wilson
David Zepeda
Saverio Zolfarelli

† QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Rosemarie Anselmo 
Gregorio Aquilizan 
Thomas Barlettani 
William Barrett 
John Bartolero 
Margaret Mary Bohm 
Richard Canova 
John Capener 
Michael Curran 
Oleg Dubney 
Marino Duchi 
Eileen Farley 
Barbara Forde 
Lazaro Garcia 
Norma Garcia 
Edward Hazeen 
Manuel Jangar 
David Kennedy
BennedMadison 
MaryAnn Martinez 
Franklin Mayne 
Susan McCann 
Margaret McGill 
Andrea McGill 
Paul McKiernan 
Thomas Miller 
Irma Montes de Oca 
Marilyn Price 
Deanne Radel 
Ralph Sattler 
Bernice Schubert 
Albert Streuli 
Richard Vohs 
Rodney Wallace 
Gladys Willmes 
Carlo Zocchi 

† HOLY CROSS 
Joseph Michael Amador 
Salomon Silviano Arguelllo Jr 
Shayla Kyle Soriano Benitez 
Lela W. Blackman 
Fidel Felipe Bonilla 
Jose Angel Buitrago 
Maria A. Castillo 
Hildeliza Olague Castillo 
Jean Lorraine Enea 
Ernestine Esquivel 
Matiaz Gonzalez 
Isaias Gonzalez 
Esther Gonzalez Ceja 
Gerald A. Grzechowiak 
Frank A. Heinisch 
Alicia Hernandez Mora 
Lourdes Mabute Kirchner 
Irene Chavez Larios 
Anastacio Elvambuena 

Magbitang 
Saul Nungaray 
Esther G. Perez 
Ramiro Angel Pichardo 
Edwin Keith Riggins 
Miguel Angel Rios Magallon 
Adrian Rodriguez 
Alexander Rodriguez 
Daniel Gibran Valenzuela 

† ST. JOSEPH
Steven Ackelbein
Pacita F. Bautista
Roman A. Betances
John C. Cagnone
Jesus Carrillo Camacho
Herman R. Cassidy
John F. Chizz
Alex S. Gabriel
Hope Graham
Patrick Halligan 
Betty Henderson 
Raymundo P. Hernandez
Juan Lopez Gudino
Angelo Maffei
Judi A. Miller
Jose D. Montes-Chavez
Aurora Nagrampa
David H. Navarro
Mary Pagni
Paul A. Petruzzelli
Raymundo Pernas Hernandez 
Maria M. Rodriguez
Julia M. Sanchez
Jacinto Segovia
Arceli Z. Stacey
Edgar Trujillo Cuevas
Caroline G. Ynzunza

† ST. MICHAEL
Mary Janet Baldasaro
Patricia Rae Charbonneau
Norma Fortin Placido 
Kathryn A. Rasmus

† ST. AUGUSTINE
Edmond Stephen Alves
Shirley Avilla
Agnes Christensen
James Thomas Guadagna
Kyosung Lee

† ST. MARY
George Avaloz 
Charles Bogle 
Maria Chanco 
August Costa 
Annie Doyle-Gray 
Ludmilla Fontaine 
William Hassenzahl Jr. 
Sophia Jimenez 
Eric Kindem 
Ricardo Luna 
Myrtle Lute 
Charles McPhee 
Lynn Melcher 
Jose Perez-Sanchez 
Melanie Silva

† CATHEDRAL OF  
CHRIST THE LIGHT 
Tran Binh 
Leonard Boiteux 
Eveleyn Calso 
Alice Hardage-Vergeer 
Guadalupe Hernandez 
Alodia Jamison 



Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland
2121 Harrison St #100
Oakland, CA 94612

2121 Harrison Street  |  Oakland, CA, 94612  
(510) 590-8458  |  lumenchristiacademies.org

DONATE TODAY! 
Your Support Makes a Catholic Education Possible 
Every dollar donated through our Spring Appeal supports 
our necessary Tuition Assistance Funds. You are making a 
difference in the lives of our students. Thank you! 

Lumen Christi Academies serves to make a quality Catholic 
education available to all children regardless of race, ethnicity, or 
socio-economic background. 

Nearly half of families across our network qualify for tuition 
assistance, with over 73% of the Inner-City students served living 
below the line of poverty. We are working to provide enrichment 
experiences such as STEM, Music, and PE, that all students deserve. 
We also work to enhance our curriculum, provide professional 
development for our staff, and capital improvements to our schools. 
Thanks to support from generous donors like you, we’re able to 
accomplish these goals and transform the learning experiences in 
our schools. 

Our families are doing what they can to provide a quality Catholic 
education for their children, and we’re asking for the generosity of 
our Diocese of Oakland Community to match that dedication so our 
students continue to thrive and grow. We have raised $1M toward 
our goal of $1.2M. Can you help us with the last step, and make the 
richness of a Catholic education possible for our students in need?

All of our schools are accredited through the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 
and Western Catholic Educators Association (WCEA).

2022 ANNUAL TUITION ASSISTANCE APPEAL 

BUILDING A COMMUNITY  
OF EXCELLENCE

lumenchristiacademies.org/donate


