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CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

BY BISHOP 
MICHAEL C. 
BARBER, SJ 

Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 
been bishop of 
the Diocese of 
Oakland since 
May 2013.

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

The Good Samaritan  
and the Invitation 

I almost didn’t make it here in time for Mass because on Sunday morning the 
Night on the Streets Catholic Worker Berkeley serves breakfast to the homeless 
at People’s Park and at the Berkeley Civic Center. They’ve been doing this every 
single Sunday, uninterrupted, for 25 years. There’s one man in particular – his 

name is J.C. Orton – who keeps it all going. He gets up at 4:30 in the morning, cooks 
the oatmeal, the grits, brews the coffee – during the week he’s collected bread from 
different bakeries, hard-boiled some eggs – loads it all in his 1960s hippie Volkswagen 
van. On the side of the van it has a picture of Jesus standing in line with the homeless,  
with his halo. It says Night on the Streets Catholic Worker Berkeley.

75 years old, 25 years, every 
Sunday there.

Most impressive thing I’ve 
experienced in the nine years I’ve 
attended there – and I’m not able 
to be there every Sunday – but 
the most impressive thing – like 
a thunderbolt from heaven. I was 
giving out doughnuts. Doughnuts 
is my thing there. Everyone has 
their station. One of the volunteers 
comes over and says, “There’s a  
guy in line who wants to talk to 
you, Bishop.”

So I go down the line. I said, 
“Would you like a doughnut? I’ve 
got all the flavors.” He looks me 
in the face. “Bishop, what I really 
want is to go to Holy Communion.” 

I said, let me get the Blessed 
Sacrament. We went and got the 
Blessed Sacrament. He waited. 
I met with him in a quiet corner 
under a tree and we did the ritual 
and I gave him Communion.

“You know, there’s a church just 
a few blocks from here, Holy Spirit/
Newman Center. You’d be very 
welcome there.”

“Yeah,” he said. “But everything  
I own is in this shopping cart.” 

“I’m sure we could arrange valet 
parking for you at the Newman 
Center. The kids there are great.”

He smiled.
In this parable of the Good 

Samaritan, it’s easy to see the first 
lesson: We take care of those who 
are in need and those who are 
victims of violence – I know what 
that is – those that are hungry or 
wounded in any way. We are called 
to be that Good Samaritan.

But there’s even more going on 
here in this Scripture. The Fathers 
of the Church have taught us that 
Jesus is, himself, the Good Samar-
itan, and it’s a parable of how God 
looks at the human race.

The first thing is the victim is 
going from Jerusalem down to 

It’s at two locations, so we set 
up at 7 a.m. at People’s Park. 
There’s regulars there that get 
in line, people that have been 
camping out in tents there. Some 
people are showing the effects of 
drugs, some have severe mental 
illness and some are just down on 
their luck and don’t have any-
where to go.

A whole bunch of people just 
show up to set up the tables, set 
up the food and hand it all out 
with a smile. Before we start the 
serving, all the volunteers line up 
on the lawn and, with the people 

in line, we all pray. That’s the only 
little bit of religion that’s there. 
Except the whole thing is religion. 
Good religion. Religion in practice.

That J.C. Orton. He’s getting on 
to be 75 years old. He’s there today 
but he had cuts and bruises all 
over his face. I asked him, “What 
happened to you?”

“Bishop, during the week I was 
handing out sleeping bags and I 
ran out. A guy came up and said, 
‘May I have a sleeping bag?’ I told 
him, ‘I’m sorry, I just gave out my 
last one.’ The guy got mad and  
beat me up.”
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Jericho – Jerusalem the holy city 
where you go to be with God, the 
holiest city to the Jews. This man 
is leaving that and going to Jericho, 
which is a city renown for sin and 
debauchery. So the man is going 
the wrong way. A robber beats him 
up and leaves him half-dead. The 
Fathers say to us: That’s what sin 
does to us. When we walk away 
from God, if we fall into sin and 
we’re in the wrong direction, sin 
does damage. He was left half-dead.
When we’re in sin, we’re half-dead 
because our spiritual side is miss-
ing. St. Irenaeus says the glory of 
God is the human being fully alive. 
Not half-dead.

A priest and a Levite also walk 
by and are going the wrong way. 

The Church that signifies fallen 
clergy are of no help. They ignore 
his suffering. They don’t respond 
with the heart of God – they  
don’t care. 

Then who comes? A wonderful 
choice for our Lord. Samaritans 
were half-Jews, half-pagan. They 
held onto their pagan beliefs. They 
weren’t really full converts and the 
Jews shunned them, kept their 
distance from them. Kind of like 
Jesus: Jesus was shunned, hated, 
pushed out and even killed.

What does the Samaritan do?
He comes close to the victim. 

His heart is moved with pity and 
compassion. That’s the attitude of 
Christ. He looks at the human race 
with pity and compassion, and he’s 
moved and he does something.

He takes the man, he gets close 
to him and holds him. He binds 
his wounds and dresses them with 
oil. That’s the attitude of Christ. 
The Fathers of the Church say 
Jesus binds our sinful wounds in 
oil used in baptism, confirmation 
and holy orders, and especially the 
anointing of the sick. Every priest 
here can testify: Even when I am 
called to a hospital, you go – it may 
not even be from your parish – and 
someone is dying, as soon as the 

priest walks in the room some-
one says, “Thank God the priest 
is here. Jesus is here.” Because he 
brings the healing sacraments and 
anoints the people. Many people 
on their deathbed hang on until the 
priest comes, and they receive the 
anointing and the absolution and 
forgiveness of their sins, and then 
they can let go and let God.

St. John Chrysostom said the 
Church was born from the side of 
Christ when he hung on the cross 
and the soldiers speared him and 
out came blood and water, the 
fountain of sacramental life in the 
Church. When we get baptized and 
go to confession, that blood and 
water washes over us. The Samar-
itan poured wine on his wounds. 
Wine, symbol of precious blood of 
Christ given in the holy Eucharist. 
Our Lord is teaching us in this 
parable, yes, it is very important to 
show love and compassion and pity 
and take care of people that are 
in need, as we do in our hospitals 
and charities – that’s wonderful. 
But it’s even more because we need 
real spiritual healing, which comes 
through direct contact with the 
hands of Jesus Christ which touch 
us in the sacraments of the church.

The last thing the Good Samari-
tan did: He took out the coins and 
paid the innkeeper. He paid for that 
man. We say Jesus is our redeemer 
– comes from the Latin word “to pay 
for the word.” He paid for the cost 
of our salvation by hanging on the 
cross. He redeemed us from sin. 

All of this comes together in  
one person I’m thinking of.

There was a Cal student, living 
in the dorms right around People’s 
Park. He looks out his window on a 
Sunday morning, sees these people 
getting fed, so he gets dressed, goes 
down there, “What can I do?” He 
kept going Sunday after Sunday. 
This Cal kid had no religious 
upbringing. So as it often happens, 
some of the volunteers in our food 
line are Catholic students from 

Cal. “Do you want to come to Mass 
with us? At 10 o' clock we all walk 
up here.” “What’s Mass?” They 
brought him, they showed him. 
He got interested in the Catholic 
faith. When he graduated from Cal, 
his curiosity was ticked by going 
to Mass. He enrolled himself, at 
his own cost, in the MA program 
in philosophy at the Dominican 
School of Philosophy & Theology. 

He graduated two years later 
with his degree. He was received 
into the Catholic Church and was 
baptized at the Easter Vigil. 

Two years ago, I ordained him to 
the priesthood for service in our 
diocese. Father Mac Lingo.

You see how it all comes to-
gether: the ministry of the Good 
Samaritan, taking care of the poor, 
and the complementary sacramen-
tal life of our Church.

Father Mac started handing out 
coffee, bread and grits; now he 
is binding spiritual wounds with 
baptism, absolution, holy Commu-
nion, anointing of the sick. 

My friends, that is our Church. 
But our Church won’t survive 
unless we make that invitation. 
Those kids from Cal said to him, 
“Would you like to come to Mass 
with us?” Have you ever invited 
someone who was not Catholic 
to come to Mass? Have I? We are 
called to be missionary disciples. 
We are called to be faithful in 
worshipping God, practicing the 
corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy and attending ourselves to 
receiving the sacraments.

These are the three priorities for 
the diocese I set nine years ago: 
divine worship on Sunday, corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy and 
forming missionary disciples. 

It all comes to together today in 
the parable of the Good Samaritan. 

This column is adapted from Bishop 
Barber’s homily on July 10 at the Mass 
at St. Perpetua Parish in Lafayette, 
welcoming Father Jimmy Macalinao, 
the new pastor. 

Samaritans 
were half-Jews, 

half-pagan. 
They held 
onto their 

pagan beliefs. 
They weren’t 

really full 
converts and the 

Jews shunned 
them, kept 

their distance 
from them. 
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S EUpcoming events
Sept. 3 
OUR LADY OF VAILANKANNI

Celebrate Our Lady of Vailankanni at St. James the 
Apostle Parish, 34700 Fremont Blvd., Fremont from 7  
to 9 p.m. Sept. 3 with rosary, Mass and procession.
Contact: sjaapostle.net 

Sept. 17
SPANISH ORGAN CONCERT –  
OLD MISSION SAN JOSÉ 

Old Mission San José, 43300 Mission Blvd., Fremont, 
will host a free organ concert, Viva La Mexico, show-
casing the magnifi-
cent Rosales Opus 14 
organ on Sept. 17. The 
program celebrates 
the intertwined cul-
tures of Mexico and 
Spain through the 
secular and sacred or-
gan music of the 17th 
century within the 
inspiring and acousti-
cally pure Old Mission 
Church. 

Ronald McKean, director of music ministries for St Jo-
seph Church and Mission San Jose, will give a pre-con-
cert talk at 7 p.m. explaining how the Rosales organ, 
one of only three in the United States, authentically 
renders the music of this time and place in history. The 
7:30 p.m. concert is presented as part of the celebration 
of Mission San Jose’s 225th anniversary. Reception  
to follow. All donations will go toward the Mission  
Restoration Fund.
Details: mission225.org/music-and-concerts

Sept. 24
LEGION OF MARY’S CENTENARY 
ANNIVERSARY 

As we bring to a close the Legion 
of Mary’s Centenary Anniversary, 
the Oakland Comitium of the Legion 
of Mary Oakland cordially invites 
all its spiritual directors, active and 
auxiliary members to a Mass of 
Thanksgiving in gratitude  
for the graces and blessings received 
from its apostolic and missionary 
works of service during the past 100 years. The Legion 
of Mary remains faithful and firm on its commitment 
in bringing forth the conversion of sinners and the 
salvation of souls. 

The Mass will be at noon Sept. 24, preceded at 11:30 
a.m. with opening prayers and rosary, at St. Raymond 
Church, 11555 Shannon Ave., Dublin. Father Erick Villa 
is the celebrant. Refreshments to follow Mass. 

Contact: Priscilla Abaya 510.367.2619 

Sept. 24-25
ST. CLEMENT PARISH FESTIVAL

St. Clement Church, 750 Calhoun St., Hayward, 
hosts its annual festival, featuring food, live music, 
performances and more. 

 Hours are 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday.
Contact: saintclementhayward@gmail.com

Sept. 24-Oct. 2 
CELEBRATING CATHOLIC FAMILIES WEEK

Family-oriented events throughout the Diocese of 
Oakland. See Pages 6 and 7 for details.
Information: www.oakdiocese.org 

Oct. 8
YOUNG ADULTS!  
LOVE & INTEGRITY CONFERENCE

How do men and women fall in love differently?
Presenters at the conference, sponsored by Ethos 

California, include Dr. Joe Malone, sexual integrity 
scientist, Will Deatherage, M.A. “Catholics & Dating,” 
Dr. Pat Fagan, Marriage & Religion Research Institute, 
and Chris Miloslavich, “Creative Catholic Works.” 

Nashville-style music entertainment provided by 
Jody Lynn Malone.

The free event, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in 
Pleasant Hill, includes a deli lunch. 

Register by Sept. 30. Location to be provided.
Contact: Jbatista@ethoscalifornia.org
  
Oct. 15 
5TH MARIAN CONFERENCE 

 “With, Mary, We Receive God’s Grace!” is the theme 
for the 5th Marian Conference at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church, 500 Fairview Ave., Brentwood, on 
Oct. 15. Register for this spiritual gathering featuring 
powerful testimonies, time-honored devotions, 
uplifting songs and sacred liturgy by Sept. 15 at www.
ihmbrentwood.com/marianconference/. There are 
parallel sessions especially designed for teens the 
entire day.
Details: www.ihmbrentwood.com/marianconference

P L A N N I N G  
A N  E V E N T ?

Please send 
submissions 

to The Catholic 
Voice at mjurich@

oakdiocese.org.

“With Mary,
We Receive
God's Grace!”
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CELEBRATE CATHOLIC
FAMILY LIFE 

A time to pray, learn, socialize and serve throughout the diocese. New
events added weekly at www.oakdiocese.org/ccfl

September 24 - October 2, 2022

In and around the parishes, schools and ministries of the Diocese of
Oakland.

What?

Who?

Why?

When?
 

Where?
 

All the faithful of the Diocese of Oakland are invited to celebrate,
especially together with family and friends.

To unite families in faith and fun

In response to our Synod participants' encouragement to have more
opportunities to meet

Pope Francis’ request that we host our own diocesan "Meeting of Families"
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WEDNESDAY - SEPT 28

Family Hike 
10am - Alvarado Park, Richmond 

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres con Ferney
Ramirez - TBD - St. Elizabeth,  Oakland

 
Family Adoration & Mass

5pm - St. David of Wales, Richmond
 

Catequesis y Formacion Familiar
 7pm - 8:30pm - San Cornelio, Richmond

 
 
 
 
 
 

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres con Ferney
Ramirez - TBD - San Joaquin, Hayward

 
Adorar a Jesus Sacramentado en Familia y
Misa - 9am-8pm - San Cornelio, Richmond

 
Witness to Love "Date Night" w/ Childcare

TBD
 
 
 Community Care

 6-11am - St. Michael, Livermore
 

Memorial Mass  & Blessing of the Animals
12pm - 2pm -  CFCS

 
Blessing of the Animals 

1-2pm - San Damiano 
 

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres con Ferney
Ramirez - Reina de Todos los Santos, Concord

 
Family Mass

5pm - St. David of Wales, Richmond
 

Witness to Love "Date Night" w/ Childcare
TBD

 
 

Closing Mass with Bishop Barber
 11am - Cathedral Christ the Light

 
Hospitality Sunday after  6:45, 8, 9 & 11am

Masses - St. Michael, Livermore
 

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres con Ferney
Ramirez - TBD -San Clemente, Hayward

 

Community Care 
6-11am - St. Michael, Livermore

Friends of the Poor Walk 
10am - St. David of Wales, Richmond 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
3-5pm - St. John Vianney

75th Anniversary Concert and Car Show 
5pm - Our Lady of Grace 

Witness to Love "Date Night" w/ Childcare
TBD

CELEBRATE CATHOLIC FAMILY LIFE EVENTS
Unite in Faith, Family & Fun!

SATURDAY -SEPT 24

SUNDAY - SEPT 25

MONDAY - SEPT 26

TUESDAY - SEPT 27

Talleres de la Escuela de Padres con Ferney
Ramirez - TBD - San Marcos, Richmond

Family Movie Night 
6:30pm - St. Ambrose, Berkeley 

Courageous Conversations 
7pm - Good Shepherd, Pittsburgh 

THURSDAY - SEPT 29

FRIDAY - SEPT 30

SATURDAY - OCT 01

SUNDAY - OCT 02

Service SocialPrayerFormation

For additional details on the events 
visit oakdiocese.org/ccfl 

Courageous Conversations - TBD

Courageous Conversations - Webinar

Adoración y Diversion en Familia 
7pm - San Cornelio, Richmond
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Another word
for retirement
A grateful Father Wayne Campbell redefines 
this phase of his priesthood

BY MICHELE 
JURICH 
Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice

PHOTO  
BY CHUCK 
DECKERT 

“I think the word 

‘retirement’ 

should be 

replaced,” said 

Father Wayne Campbell, 

who, it would be fair to say, is 

writing his own definition. 

Granted retirement as he  
approached the age of 75 in  
2020, Father Wayne had com- 
pleted three years as vocation  
director, after more than 30  
years as a parish priest.

“I was the oldest vocation  
director of a diocese in the  
United States,” he said.

When it came to retirement, he 
said, “I really didn’t think too much 
about it except I did not want to be 
in a parish as pastor.” 

He knew what he wanted to do.
“Celebrating Eucharist and 

funerals, that’s the core,” he said. 
“That’s what happened with me  
in retirement. You can celebrate 
the Eucharist and funerals  
and you don’t have all of the  
additional responsibilities.

“Leave it to the younger guys.”
He had joined the ranks of the 

active retired priests who celebrate 
Mass throughout the diocese, 
assisting grateful short-staffed pas-
tors and continuing 
to serve the people of 
God as he promised 
to do at his ordina-
tion in 1986. 

So what to call 
“retirement”?

“You’d almost want 
to call it a bit of a 
retreat, a little bit of 
rest,” he suggested.

It would be fair 
here to add a couple 
of additional r’s: re-
covery and resilience. 

“The whole 
intervention of my 
surgery and my 
amputation created a 
whole different way 
of looking at every-
thing,” he said. 

“You’re retired, you’re mobile. 
All of a sudden, I had the ampu-
tation and it immobilized me in 
a way I had never dreamed of. It 
took on a whole new dimension 
with the amputation.

“Which I have no complaint 
about at all.”

He spent two weeks in the 
hospital beginning in late October 
2021, trying to fight an infection. 

On Nov. 11, 2021, 
doctors needed to 
amputate his leg to 
save his life. 

“I thought it was 
all over,” he said. 
“Who wants a priest 
with one leg?”

Three weeks in the 
hospital were fol-
lowed by five weeks 
in skilled nursing 
and three months 
in assisted living. 
He adjusted to life 
with his prosthetic 
leg and grew skilled 
at navigating spaces 
with his walker. 

“I was so in need 
of help, of God, of  

        people that I never 
could have done it on my own,”  
he said.  

There have been lessons along 
the way.

“I learned about eliminating a 
timeline through this,” he said.  

“
I thought 

it was over when 
I had the surgery 

and the amputation. 
Then I realized 
it wasn’t over. 

I still had a calling 
that I could bring 

something to 
people, the Gospel, 

more powerful 
than ever.”

F E AT U R E
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“It was an amazing journey of 
taking it a day at a time. 

“It’s not so much the timeline of 
the activity, of the healing. It’s also: 
What is your attitude? What heart-
felt attitude do you carry with it? 
That has been for me the real proof 
of the pudding, so to speak.

 “I’ve just been blessed. I can’t say 
that enough,” he said. “I have been 
blessed with everything I need. I 
have wanted for nothing.”

Then there’s “the gift.”
“I thought it was over when I  

had the surgery and the amputa-
tion,” he said. “Then I realized  

it wasn’t over. I still had a calling 
that I could bring something to 
people, the Gospel, more powerful 
than ever.”

He found himself, too, on the 
receiving end of grace.

A woman who uses a cane came 
up to him after Mass in a parish 
and told him: 

You know what it means to us to 
see you up there with a walker? It 
inspires us.

 “It’s been really surprising to 
me,” he said. “I’ve become very 
much on the receiving end. In 50 
years in ministry – 14 years as a 

brother and 36 years as a priest – 
I’ve always been the doer. The one 
who tries to get things done and get 
it done right, Then all of a sudden 
there’s a big shift and you become 
the one who receives.

 Whether it’s just somebody 
holding the door when you go 
somewhere to shop, the courtesy 
people show you. The whole thing 
shifts: You become more the Mary 
than the Martha. I don’t think that 
would come easily to most of us, 
that we would make the shift unless 
something happens.”

Father Wayne 
Campbell and 
Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, 
SJ exchange 
greetings after 
the Chrism Mass 
on March 12. 
Father Wayne 
is a member of 
the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light 
community of 
priests. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10  
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Father Wayne has been making  
his home in a high-rise apartment  
in Walnut Creek. He remains a  
member of the bishop’s household 
at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
where he joins the community for 
dinner a couple of times a week.

He has assisted at nearby parish-
es, including St. Stephen in Walnut 
Creek and St. Agnes in Concord. 
When a water leak in the neighboring 
apartment necessitated moving out  
of his for repairs, he was welcomed 
for three weeks at the Christ the  
King community in Pleasant Hill. 

He serves as a visiting priest at St. 
Joseph Basilica Parish in Alameda, 
where the parochial administrator, 
Father Mario Rizzo, welcomes his 
once-pastor who suggested he dis-
cern a vocation to the priesthood. 

Father Wayne has also celebrated 
Mass at St. Felicitas Parish in San 
Leandro, where he served first as  
parochial administrator and pastor  
for more than a dozen years. 

He recently made a road trip to  
Los Angeles to visit his beloved 
Carmelite community in Alhambra, 
celebrating Mass for the Sisters who 
have roots at his alma mater, Saint 
Mary’s College of California.

In the hospital, Father Wayne 
Campbell prayed for a miracle. 

 “I begged Him for two weeks to 
heal me,” he said. “I didn’t get it.  
But I got what I needed.

“I surrendered. I begged Him to 
help me. I can’t do this on my own.  
I think you have to get to that place  
of absolute surrender.” 

MORE INFORMATION
See Father Wayne Campbell’s 

homily on Divine Mercy Sunday 

2022 at www.youtube.com/

watch?v=syMCo3hT0Pk.
 

“It’s very 
humbling for 

me to witness 
our retired 

priests in 
their old age. 

They never 
stop serving. 

They have 
a servant’s 

heart.”

Clergy care extends into 
retirement years 
SERVING THE PRIESTS  
WHO HAVE SERVED US

Priests of the Diocese of Oakland do not enter  
retirement alone. They are accompanied by Carolyn 
Steele, who as clergy care manager for the past seven 
years, has developed resources in housing, medical 
care and other aspects of transition.

 
“We have more than 50 retired priests in our 

diocese, ranging from late 60s to mid 90s,” Carolyn 
said. “I have the privilege and honor of serving in 
this ministry to advocate for retired priests.” 

That privilege and responsibility is on behalf of  
all of us.

“They have dedicated their lives to serving us,” she 
said. “It gives me an opportunity on behalf of the 
people of the Diocese of Oakland to serve our retired priests  

in their time of need.”
That time of need can be at retirement; it can be in 

a health crisis; or it can be at a time a priest may be 
transitioning to assisted living. 

But before that time of need, Carolyn makes sure  
it’s not their first meeting. 

“I’ve met with all our retired priests,” she said.  
“I know them, they know me. We already know  
each other.”

She likens the relationship to family helping family.
That’s how Carolyn became involved with clergy 

care. Before she worked for the diocese, she and her 
family cared for their former pastor, Father Patrick 
Goodwin, whose family was in Ireland.

It was Father Goodwin who recommended she apply 
for the clergy care manager position, which Bishop 
Michael C. Barber, SJ created six years ago. 

Father Goodwin died in 2019.
Some of the retired priests live in rectories, some  

in their own homes or apartments. Four or five  
priests are in assisted living and two are in board  
and care homes. 

 “I just depends on the need,” Carolyn said. 
 One thing she is sure of: “They never stop being  

a priest and never stop serving whoever they’re in 
front of.” Carolyn said. 

Priests in assisted living offer Masses, she said.  
They “always make themselves available to whoever 
needs their ministry and support.”

In her service to the retired priests, Carolyn also gets to know 
their families and close friends. 

“I also support the people who are supporting them, providing 
them with resources.”

With the resources she has developed, Carolyn is able to provide 
resources and options to the retired priests and their loved ones.

“What I bring to the table is that I am an objective person in the 
room when a decision has to be made,” she said. 

INTERVIEW  
BY GILES  
MILLER 

COURTESY 
PHOTO

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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Legion ooff  MMaarryy

For more information, please contact:
Priscilla Abaya (510) 367-2619 or Nila Loquiao  (925) 

864-1237

MMAASSSS  OOFF  TTHHAANNKKSSGGIIVVIINNGG    
LLeeggiioonn  ooff  MMaarryy’’ss  

CCeenntteennaarryy  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy
As we bring to a close the Legion of Mary’s Centenary Anniversary,
the Legion of Mary (Oakland Comitium) cordially invites all its
Spiritual Directors, active and auxiliary members, to a Mass of
Thanksgiving in gratitude for the graces and blessings received from
its apostolic and missionary works of service during the past
hundred years. Founded in Dublin, Ireland on September 7, 1921, by
the Servant of God Frank Duff, the Legion of Mary worldwide and in
the Diocese of Oakland remains faithful and firm on its commitment
in bringing forth the conversion of sinners and the salvation of souls.
We look forward to another hundred years of humble service!

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Date: September 24, 2022 (Saturday)
Time: 11: 30 a.m. (Opening Prayers and Rosary)

12:00 Noon - Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
Place: Saint Raymond Catholic Church   

11555 Shannon Avenue. Dublin, CA 
(Refreshments will be served  after Mass)

A Cordial Invitation from the 
Oakland Comitium

Mass Celebrant: 
Reverend Father Erick Villa

With Reverend Father Philip Singarayar 
(Concelebrant)  
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ABRE CAMINO 
EN 40 DAYS 
FOR LIFE

Discípula de       amor y vida 
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Marlene Rodríguez 
de Ramírez se ve 
rezando el rosario 
frente a imagen 
de la Virgen en 
los jardines de la 
iglesia Reina de 
Todos los Santos  
en Concord.

Pone su energía y su fe en 
conexión para ayudar a las mujeres 
desesperadas que no saben cómo 
llevar un embarazo a feliz y natural 
término. No las juzga, no las fuerza 
a decidir, más bien las escucha si 
se acercan al grupo 40 Days for 
Life cuando están rezando frente 
a la clínica de abortos. Y de ahí en 
adelante las acompaña como una 
amiga fiel. 

Rodríguez fundó el grupo 40 
Days for Life de Concord hace 
tres años, integrando a voluntarios 
de las iglesias San Buenaventura, 
Santa Inés, San Francisco de Asís y 
Reina de Todos los Santos. 

La campaña 40 Days for Life, 
es un movimiento provida que 
comenzó en el 2004 en Estados 
Unidos y en la actualidad está 
presente en más de 60 países. 
Ofrece dos vigilias al año, cada 
una de 40 días. Una durante 
la Cuaresma, comenzando el 
Miércoles de Ceniza. La segunda 
campaña en el otoño, este  
año del 28 de septiembre al  
6 de noviembre. 

Durante los meses de la campaña 
40 Days for Life, Rodríguez y otros 
miembros del grupo comienzan 
las vigilias a las siete de la mañana 
en la acera frente a la clínica de 
abortos, después de haber ido 
a misa, y se van a las siete de la 
noche. Forman turnos de manera 
que al menos dos personas estén 
en vigilia frente a la clínica.

“Rezamos el rosario, leemos 
pasajes bíblicos, rezamos a la 
Divina Misericordia, cantamos 

alabanzas y oramos. Yo he estado 
ahí hasta 10 o 12 horas cada día 
durante la campaña 40 Days for 
Life”, dijo Rodríguez.  

En este camino como discípula 
de amor y vida, Rodríguez ha 
ayudado a muchas mujeres que no 
saben que hacer con su embarazo. 
Cada una de esas mujeres tiene 
una historia en común, están 
embarazadas, están solas o se 
sienten solas, 
son juzgadas, 
abandonadas por 
sus familias o por 
el padre del bebé 
que llevan en su 
vientre y están en 
situación  
de peligro.   

Una de esas 
mujeres es 
Rosario, una 
joven que llegó 
un día a la clínica 
de abortos a 
confirmar su 
aborto para el día 
siguiente, al pasar 
por el grupo de 
voluntarios de 
40 Days for Life 
escuchó la voz 
de Marlene que le decía “Su bebé 
tiene latidos en el corazón. El 
merece vivir”.

“En ese momento sentí un calor 
en el cuerpo que me hizo reaccionar 
y me detuve a contarles porque no 
quería tenerlo.”, narró Rosario. 

Rosario no quería tener al babé 
porque no estaba casada, el padre 

del bebé era muy joven y no 
estaba en condiciones de asumir 
la responsabilidad. Los miembros 
del grupo 40 Days for Life le 
ofrecieron el apoyo que  
ella necesitaba. 

“La señora Marlene me llevó a 
hacer el primer ultrasonido, me 
ayudó a conseguir citas en una 
clínica donde daban pláticas sobre 
el desarrollo del embarazo, y me 
ayudaron con ropa, comida, dinero 
para la renta y los pagos de los 
servicios”, detalló. 

“Si ellos no hubieran estado 
ahí (rezando frente a la clínica de 
abortos), yo no estaría viviendo 
hoy esta experiencia tan linda 
de ser mamá. No me arrepiento 
de haberlo tenido, estoy feliz con 
mi bebé, es tan hermoso, tan 
inteligente”, dijo Rosario.

Ella espera conseguir un trabajar 
pronto y en el futuro matricularse 

en la carrera 
de enfermería, 
para ser un buen 
ejemplo para 
su bebé. Por 
ahora se dedica 
a cuidarlo con 
el apoyo de su 
familia, y le 
agradece a Dios 
profundamente 
por haber puesto 
en su camino a 
Rodríguez.

Por su parte, 
Rodríguez, 
explica que lo 
hace el grupo 
40 Days for 
Life es salir al 
encuentro de 
los necesitados 

como lo hacen los discípulos de 
Cristo. “Nosotros no perseguimos 
a la gente, no obligamos a nada. 
Yo lo hago porque me siento una 
hija muy amada por Dios y cuando 
una se siente amada, no se puede 
quedar callada”. 

CONTINUA EN LA PÁGINA 14  

“Rezamos el 
rosario, leemos 

pasajes bíblicos, 
rezamos a la Divina 

Misericordia, 
cantamos alabanzas 

y oramos. Yo he 
estado ahí hasta 10 
o 12 horas cada día 

durante la campaña 
40 Days for Life.”

M arlene Rodríguez de Ramírez llega a la acera frente a la 

clínica de abortos en Concord, armada con un rosario 

en su mano y un propósito en su corazón, orar para 

que las mujeres que no se sienten amadas, puedan descubrir en la 

maternidad ese regalo de Dios. 

POR LORENA 
ROJAS

FOTOS:  
LORENA ROJAS

Lorena Rojas es 
periodista de 
temas católicos. 
Es parroquiana 
en la iglesia San 
Buenaventura 
en Concord.
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Marlene Rodríguez 
de Ramírez, 
frente a la clínica 
de abortos en 
Concord, donde 
con frecuencia 
reza para pedir 
el fin del aborto 
con un grupo de 
miembros de 40 
Days for Life.

“No venimos a juzgar a las 
mamitas –como ella llama a las 
mujeres embarazadas- hay muchas 
razones para que una mujer decida 
terminar la vida de un bebé en su 
vientre”.  Una de esas razones fue 
el caso de una joven, migrante 
que fue llevada a rastras por su 
compañero para que abortara. 

La historia de esta mujer 
confirma lo que Rodríguez siempre 
ha pensado: que, no se debe 
juzgar y que algunas mujeres 
deciden abortar por la ausencia 
de un hombre de Dios en su 
vida. “A muchos hombres, se les 
ha olvidado su papel fundamental 
en la familia como defensor y 
proveedor. Tenemos que volver al 
modelo de hombre y mujer que 
forman familias fuertes”, dijo.      

Rodríguez es venezolana, emigró 
a Canadá a estudiar, obtuvo una 

maestría en computación y otra en 
gerencia. Se convirtió en ciudadana 
de ese país y tuvo un hijo en 
Canadá. Hace tres años, el trabajo 
de su esposo Lino Ramírez los trajo 
a vivir a Walnut Creek.

En Canadá, ella conoció la 
campaña 40 Days for Life, pero no 
profundizó. Cuando llegó a Walnut 
Creek se involucró de lleno con 
esta campaña, después que una 
líder provida le pidió que ayudara 
a fundar el primer grupo en la 
iglesia Reina de Todos los Santos en 
Concord. Eso fue el año antes de  
la pandemia.   

El grupo 40 Days for Life está en 
acción siempre aun cuando no es el 
tiempo de una de las dos campañas. 
“Acompañamos a las mamitas todo 
el tiempo, ellas tienen mi número 
de teléfono y yo tengo el de ellas”, 
narró Rodríguez. Los miembros 

de 40 Days for Life conocen las 
necesidades de las personas que 
confían en ellos.  

Algunas de las personas que 
ayuda 40 Days for Life son 
migrantes que no saben leer, ni 
escribir ni en su propio idioma,  
no tienen un correo electrónico 
para pedir una cita. “Algunas  
veces tienen necesidades son 
de trabajo, o dinero, otras veces 
transporte…para ir a una cita. 
Muchas veces necesitan un 
intérprete. Yo he acompañado  
gente hasta para el alquiler de  
una casa”, comentó Rodríguez.  

Rodríguez compartió que 
durante la pandemia fue cuando 
pasó más tiempo de su vida en los 
hospitales, ayudando a personas 
que la necesitaban, no solo por 
embarazos, también por otros 
asuntos de salud.  

“No es fácil ser pobre, por eso es 
importante establecer esa amistad 
con estas personas y que cuenten 
con una comunidad que las ama, 
que las ayuda en sus necesidades 
y también que celebra con ellas 
cuando hay que celebrar”, dijo.   

Para algunas mujeres lo que no 
es fácil es conocer como funciona 
el sistema de salud en Estados 
Unidos, porque son inmigrantes 
recién llegados, como fue el caso 
de Erika, una mujer que fue a la 
clínica de abortos para pedir una 
prueba de embarazo.

Erika buscó en línea dónde tener 
una prueba de embarazo y encontró 
la clínica Planned Parenthood en 
Concord, ella no sabía que también 
hacen abortos, cuando se dirigía a 
entrar para pedir la cita vio a los 
miembros de 40 Days for Life que 
estaban rezando frente a la clínica, 
se acercó para hablar con ellos y se 
enteró que también hacen abortos.

 “Cuando supe lo que hacen 
allí, no quise ni entrar”, dijo Erika. 
Rodríguez y otros miembros del 
grupo le ayudaron a buscar una 
cita en el hospital de Martínez, y 
continúan apoyándola con su bebé 
recién nacido. 
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Marlene Rodríguez de Martínez señala 
el anuncio del Proyecto Gabriel en una 
de las paredes de la escuela Católica 
Reina de Todos los Santos, en Concord. 
El Proyecto Gabriel es al igual que 40 
Days for Life un ministerio de ayuda 
a las mujeres embarazadas que están 
en crisis. 

Voluntarios de 40 Días por la Vida de 
la Concordia posan en la Iglesia Reina 
de Todos los Santos en junio de 2022.

“No somos los perfectos 
ayudando a los perdidos. No 
somos nosotros y ellos. Somos el 
Cuerpo de Cristo, unidos como 
debe ser”, afirma Rodríguez.  

Del liderazgo de Marlene 
Rodríguez de Martínez, habla con 
gratitud y claridad su compañera 
del grupo 40 Days for Life, 
Martiza Balladares quien con su 
esposo Carlos Balladares, también 
coordinan el Proyecto Gabriel de 

la iglesia Todos 
los Santos, 
otro ministerio 
católico al 
servicio de 
mujeres en 
crisis durante  
el embarazo.  

Balladares 
describe a 
Rodríguez 
como una 
mujer con un 
don especial 
de amor y 
liderazgo. 
“Ella tiene 
una capacidad 
de amor al 
prójimo… esa 
niña se quita 

un bocado de la boca para dárselo 
al necesitado”, dijo Balladares. 

  

“No somos 
los perfectos 
ayudando a 
los perdidos. 
No somos 
nosotros y 
ellos. Somos 
el Cuerpo 
de Cristo, 
unidos como 
debe ser”

MÁS INFORMACIÓN 
40 Days for Life de Concord, está 

abierto para recibir más voluntarios 

que deseen unirse y ofrecer ayudar 

de diferentes maneras. La forma de 

ponerse en contacto con ellos es a 

través del email friendsforlifeconcord@

gmail.com or en el (925) 405-6286 

también en el sitio en Internet 

www.40daysforlife.com/concordca
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Disciple of love 
     and life  PAVES THE WAY 

 FOR 40 DAYS 
 FOR LIFE
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She puts her energy and her faith 
together to help desperate women 
who don’t know how to carry a 
pregnancy to a happy and natural 
term. She does not judge them, 
she does not force them to decide; 
rather, she listens to them if they 
approach the 40 Days for Life group 
when they are praying in front of 
the abortion clinic. 

From then on, Marlene accompa-
nies them as a faithful friend. 

Marlene founded the Concord 
40 Days for Life group three years 
ago, bringing together volunteers 
from St. Bonaventure, St. Agnes, St. 
Francis of Assisi and Queen of All 
Saints parishes in Concord.

The 40 Days for Life campaign, a 
pro-life movement, began in 2004 
in the United States and is now in 
more than 60 countries. It offers 
two vigils a year, each lasting 40 
days. One is during Lent, beginning 
on Ash Wednesday. The second 
campaign in the fall is from Sept. 
28 to Nov. 6 this year.

During the months of the 40 
Days for Life campaign, Marlene 
and other members of the group 
begin the vigils at 7 a.m. on the 
sidewalk in front of the abortion 
clinic, after having gone to Mass, 
and leave at 7 p.m. They take turns 
so that at least two people are 
standing in front of the clinic.

“We pray the rosary, we read bib-
lical passages, we pray the Divine 
Mercy, we sing praises and we pray. 
I have been there up to 10 or 12 
hours every day during the 40 Days 
for Life campaign,” Marlene says.

On this path as a disciple of love 
and life, Marlene has helped many 
women who do not know what to do 
about their pregnancy. Each of these 
women has a common story: They 
are pregnant, they are alone or feel 
alone, they are judged, abandoned by 
their families or by the father of the 
baby they are carrying and they are 
in a dangerous situation. 

One of those women is Rosario, 
a young woman 
who came to the 
abortion clinic 
one day to con-
firm her abortion 
for the next day. 
As she passed 
by the group of 
40 Days for Life 
volunteers, she 
heard Marlene’s 
voice telling her, 
“Your baby has 
a heartbeat. He 
deserves to live.” 

“At that mo-
ment I felt a heat 
in my body that 
made me react 
and I stopped to 
tell them because 
I didn’t want to 
have it,” Rosario says. 

Rosario did not want to have the 
baby because she was not married, 
the baby’s father was very young 
and he was not in a position to take 
responsibility. 

Members of the 40 Days for  
Life group offered her the support 
she needed. 

M arlene Rodríguez de Ramírez arrives on the sidewalk  

in front of the abortion clinic in Concord, armed with  

a rosary in her hand and a purpose in her heart, to pray 

that women who do not feel loved can discover in motherhood that 

gift of God. 

“Mrs. Marlene took me to do 
the first ultrasound, helped me 
get appointments at a clinic where 
they gave talks about the develop-
ment of pregnancy, and helped me 
with clothes, food, money for rent 
and payments for services,” she 
says. “If they hadn’t been there 
(praying in front of the abortion 
clinic), I wouldn’t be living this 
beautiful experience of being a 
mom today. I do not regret having 
him, I am happy with my baby, he 
is so beautiful, so intelligent.” 

She hopes to get a job soon and 
enroll in nursing school in the 
future, to be a good example for 
her baby. For now, she dedicates 
herself to taking care of him with 
the support of her family, and she 
is deeply grateful to God for hav-
ing put Marlene on her path. 

For her part, Marlene explains 
that what the 40 Days for Life 

group does is 
go out to meet 
those in need as 
the disciples of 
Christ do. “We 
do not persecute 
people, we do 
not force any-
thing. I do it be-
cause I feel like 
a daughter who 
is very loved by 
God and when 
you feel loved, 
you cannot re-
main silent.

“We are not 
here to judge 
mommies,” says 
Marlene, who 
calls pregnant 
women mom-

mies. “There are many reasons 
for a woman to decide to end the 
life of a baby in her womb.” One 
of those reasons was the case of a 
young migrant who was dragged 
away by her partner to have an 
abortion. The story of this woman 

“We pray the rosary, 
we read biblical 

passages, we pray 
the Divine Mercy, 

we sing praises and 
we pray. I have been 

there up to 10 or 
12 hours every day 
during the 40 Days 
for Life campaign.”

BY LORENA 
ROJAS

PHOTOS BY 
LORENA ROJAS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18  

Marlene 
Rodríguez de 
Ramírez is seen 
praying the 
rosary in front 
of an image of 
the Virgin in the 
gardens of the 
Queen of All 
Saints Church  
in Concord.

Disciple of love 
     and life 
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Erika searched online where to 
get a pregnancy test and found 
the Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Concord. She didn’t know that 
they also do abortions. When she 
was going to go in to make the 
appointment, she saw the mem-
bers of 40 Days for Life, who were 
praying in front of clinic. She went 
over to talk to them and found 
out that Planned Parenthood also 
performs abortions.

 “When I found out what they 
do there, I didn’t even want to go 
in,” Erika says. Marlene and other 
members of the group helped Erika 
find care at a Martinez hospital and 
continue to support her with her 
newborn baby. 

“We are not the perfect  
ones helping the lost. It’s not us  
and them. We are the Body of 
Christ, united as it should be,” 
Marlene says. 

Martiza Balladares is Marlene's 
colleague from her 40 Days for 
Life group and, with her husband 
Carlos Balladares, the coordinator 
of the Gabriel Project at the Queen 
of All Saints Parish, another 
Catholic ministry serving women 
in crisis during pregnancy. She 
speaks of Marlene's leadership 
with gratitude and clarity.

Martiza describes Marlene as a 
woman with a special gift of love 
and leadership: “She has a capacity 
to love her neighbor … that girl 
takes a bite out of her mouth to 
give it to someone in need.” 

confirms what Marlene has always 
thought: that one should not 
judge and that some women de-
cide to abort due to the absence of 
a man of God in their lives. 

“For many men, their critical 
role in the family as advocate and 
provider has been forgotten. We 
have to return to the model of 
men and women who form strong 
families,” she says. 

Marlene, who is Venezuelan, 
emigrated to Canada to study. She 
obtained a master’s degree in com-
puting and another in manage-
ment. She became a citizen of that 
country and had a son  

in Canada.
 Three years ago, her 

husband Lino Ramírez’s 
job brought them to 
live in Walnut Creek. 
In Canada, she learned 
about the 40 Days for 
Life campaign but did 
not delve into it. When 
she arrived in Walnut 
Creek, she became 
fully involved with this 
campaign after a pro-life 
leader asked her to help 
start the first group 
at Queen of All Saints 
Church in Concord. 
That was the year before 
the pandemic. 

The 40 Days for Life 
group is always in ac-

tion. “We accompany the moms 
all the time, they have my phone 
number and I have theirs,” Mar-
lene says. Members of 40 Days for 
Life know the needs of the people 
who trust them. Some of the 
people they help are migrants who 
can’t read or write or speak their 
own language and don’t have an 
email to make an appointment. 

“Sometimes they need work,  
or money, other times transpor-
tation … to go to an appointment. 
Many times they need an  

“We are not  
the perfect  
ones helping 
the lost. It’s 
not us and 
them. We are 
the Body of 
Christ, united 
as it should 
be. We are not 
here to judge 
mommies.”

interpreter. I have even accom-
panied people to rent a house,” 
Marlene says.

 It was during the pandemic 
that Marlene spent the most time 
of her life in hospitals, helping 
people who needed her, not only 
for pregnancies, but also for other 
health issues. “It is not easy to be 
poor, that is why it is important 
to establish that friendship with 
these people and that they have a 
community that loves them, that 
helps them in their needs and also 
that celebrates with them when it is 
time to celebrate,” she says.

For some women, it is not easy to 
know how the health system works 
in the United States, because they 
are recently arrived immigrants. 
That was the situation for Erika, a 
woman who went to the abortion 
clinic to ask for a pregnancy test. 

MORE INFORMATION
Concord’s 40 Days for Life group is open to more volunteers  
who want to join and offer to help in a variety of ways. 
Contact the group through friendsforlifeconcord@gmail.
com or at 925.405.6286 or on the 40 Days for Life website: 
https://40daysforlife.com/concordca. 

Marlene Rodríguez de Martínez points 
to the Gabriel Project ad on one of the 
walls of the Queen of All Saints Catholic 
School in Concord. The Gabriel Project 
is, like 40 Days for Life, a ministry to 
help pregnant women who are in crisis. 
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The Queen of All Saints 40 Days  
for Life group poses for a photo  
in the church. 

Marlene Rodríguez de Martínez  
poses for a photo in front of  
Queen of All Saints Church.

40 Days 
for Life in

the Diocese  
of Oakland

In addition to Concord, there 

are vigils planned* in: 

Walnut Creek 

Location:
On the public right-of-way 

near Planned Parenthood, 

1357 Oakland Blvd.,  

Walnut Creek 

Leadership:  
Friends For Life Tri-Valley 

friendsforlifetrivalley@ 

   gmail.com 

www.40daysforlife.com/ 

en/walnutcreek

Hayward

Location:
On the public right-of-way 

near Planned Parenthood,

1032 A St., Hayward 

Leadership:  
Friends for Life Hayward 

e230w@aol.com 

www.40daysforlife.com/ 

en/hayward

*As of July 12, 2022
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The Communion 
of Saints 

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

F O R  M Y  C O N F I R M AT I O N  AT  AG E  1 2 ,  I  C H O S E  T H E  N A M E  AG N E S . 
A LT H O U G H  I  WA S N ’ T  C R A Z Y  A B O U T  T H E  N A M E ,  I  A D M I R E D  T H I S 
1 3 -Y E A R - O L D  SA I N T  A N D  M A R T Y R ,  O N LY  A  Y E A R  O L D E R  T H A N  M YS E L F. 
T H E  S A I N T S ,  I N  M Y  YO U N G  M I N D,  H A D  L I V E D  O N  E A R T H  B U T  W E R E 
N OW  I N  H E AV E N ;  A N  E N O R M O U S  E X PA N S E  O F  S KY  B E T W E E N  U S .  
S I X  Y E A R S  L AT E R ,  AS  A  F I R ST  Y E A R  P O ST U L A N T,  I  C H O S E  T H E  N A M E 
T H E R E S E .  SA I N T  T H E R E S E  WAS  A L S O  YO U N G  B U T  H E R  M E SSAG E  O F 
D O I N G  “ L I T T L E  T H I N G S  W E L L  A N D  W I T H  LOV E ”  S E E M E D  S I M P L E R  − 
E AS I E R  TO  ST R I V E  F O R  T H A N  AG N E S ’  M A R T Y R D O M .

I n spite of my aspirations as 
Sister St. Therese, I was far 
from “The Little Flower” 
in demeanor or deeds. The 
mistress of novices sat me 

down in her office three years 
later and told me tearfully that 
God had something else in store 
for me. But what? 

I had entered the convent think-
ing that this was what God was 
asking of me. Then, somewhat 
relieved, He was not.

I married a Notre Dame graduate, 
who had me take him out to the 
Novitate before he would believe 
that I could actually have been  
in a convent. I couldn’t sing like 

“I had 
entered 

the convent
thinking 

that this was 
what God

was asking 
of me. Then, 

somewhat
relieved, 

He was not.

IS NOT A GATED 
COMMUNITY
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BY PATRICIA 
MANIATIS
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“As a 
mother,
I often 

turn to the 
Blessed 
Mother 

during my 
day. Her 

response 
to what God 

asks was 
simple: 

It is what  
He asks of 

me, of each 
of us daily, 

to say 
“Yes.” 

Maria in “The Sound of Music” 
and I wasn’t just “a problem to  
be solved,” I was a disaster! I 
drank too much wine on Laetare 
Sunday, slid down the banister, 
dyed my white linen starched 
collar and cuffs green for St. Pat-
rick’s Day and carved designs into 
the butter on the refectory table 
to lighten up the rule of silence. 
In spite of this, the mistress of 
novices, Mother Mary Emmanuel, 
vouched for me and remained in 
my life for the next 55 years.  
My dearest friend.

And over those years, I kept the 
psalms and poets that sustained 
me and accompanied me on this 
journey to God. I named my first-
born of eight, Therese.

And now, after just turning 80, 
I find myself still practicing what 
I packed with me when I left the 
convent. I love the early mornings. 
I read the Scriptures and my favor-
ite poems. As I walk my dog along 
the Bay Trail I start with prayers of 
gratitude for the day before, then 
on to praise and the words of Hop-
kins surface with the sun peeking 
over the Berkeley hills: 

“Oh morning, at the brown 
brink eastward springs −

Because the Holy Ghost over  
the bent World broods

with warm breast and with  
Ah! Bright wings.” 

 And lastly, Prayers of Petition. 
My prayers are simple, personal: 
That I cooperate with Grace that 
day. That I am Kind. That, like 
Saint Therese, I do the little things 
with Love.  

I stop to take in the ever- 
changing view of San Francisco 
Bay and pray the poem from my 
convent days by Jessica Powers 
(Sister Miriam of The Holy Ghost). 
I visited her, as a 21-year-old, still 
searching for the path God had in 
mind, seeking to be admitted into 
the Carmelite Cloister in Wis-
consin. I received her letter with 
almost the same words of advice: 
“God has something else in mind 
for you.” Yet her poems continue 
to comfort and inspire me.

“Oh Boundless Ocean of the Holy 
Ghost, receive me as thy shell. 

That I may be an echo of your 
voice in every place I dwell.”  

As I walk home I pray for my 
children, my grandchildren, my 
great-grandchildren. And my 
friends, and their children. On 
the last leg of this prayer-loop I 
pray for the dead: My husband 
Ted, my son Nicholas, my mother, 
my mistress of novices, my dear 
friend Gladys, and more. Their 
lives, well lived, in and with God’s 
grace, are my own Community  
of Saints. 

The Communion of Saints for 
me is no longer a mysterious or 
exclusive club. Nor is it a “Gated 
Community.” Granted, we do have 
the lives of the canonized Saints 
to inspire and guide us but we 
also are given the grace to become 
saints in our own lives, to cooper-
ate with that grace. As a mother,  
I often turn to the Blessed Mother 
during my day. Her response to 
what God asks was simple: It is 
what He asks of me, of each of us 
daily, to say “Yes.” 

Patricia Maniatis is a writer  
and poet, a former Novice of the 
Sisters of Our Lady of Loreto and 
a member of Our Lady Of Mercy 
Parish, Richmond.
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FRANK LA ROCCA

REQUIEM
For The Homeless
NOVEMBER 2, 2022   ✠   7:00 PM 

“Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us.” — Romans 5:5 

Hope is here!  

Please join us on All Souls’ Day, November 2, 2022 as we 
pray for— and with—the faithful departed. This 
Commemoration reminds us that even after death, we are 
linked with our loved ones and fellow-pilgrims in an 
unbroken line of faith, hope and love.  

The All Souls’ Day Requiem Mass gives us the opportunity 
to strengthen that connection, to remember those who 
have died, and to inspire and strengthen one another as a 
community of believers still here on earth. 

This year the Cathedral Choir and Orchestra will resound 
the composer Frank La Rocca’s Requiem for the Homeless. 
Bishop Barber will be the celebrant. 

We invite you to support this celebration and our Cathedral 
of Christ the Light music ministry. Please consider 
sponsoring as one of our valued benefactors.

Additionally, the Cathedral parish will 
be offering a novena of Masses for our 
dearly departed from November 2nd 
through the 10th. To include your 
loved ones in the novena, call the 
parish office at (510) 832-5057 or scan 
the QR code to be directed to 
ctlcathedral.org/allsouls.

2022 Requiem Sponsor Levels 

ANGEL - $100 
includes name in the 
commemorative worship aid 

ARCHANGEL - $250 
includes Angel level plus the Our 
Lady of Fatima 100th Anniversary 
commemorative rosary 

CHERIBUM - $750 
includes Angel and Archangel levels 
plus a tour of the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light organ pipes with 
the Director of Sacred Music, Dr. 
Rudy de Vos. 

SERAPHIM - $1,500 
includes Angel, Archangel, and 
Cherubim levels plus a reception 
with Bishop Barber in his residence 

For more information, contact 
Vanessa Barrett at (510) 832-5057 
or at VBarrett@oakdiocese.org. 

Scan the QR code to be directed to 
ctlcathedral.org/allsouls for online 
giving options.

SUPPORT THE SOLEMN MASS AND 
CATHEDRAL MUSIC MINISTRY
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S T.  M I C H A E L , 
D E F E N D  U S

I F  Y O U  H AV E  A  H A N K E R I N G 
F O R  R O A S T  G O O S E ,  S E P T.  2 9 

I S  Y O U R  L U C K Y  D AY.

This is when the Church celebrates Michaelmas (mi-kuhl-
muhs), or the feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.  
Many traditions mark the day. It’s customary to eat a fattened 
roast goose, and in Germany, tradition holds that you can foretell 
the weather from the bones. In the U.K., it’s bad luck to eat or 
pick blackberries after Sept. 29. In Ireland, whoever finds the 

ring hidden in the Michaelmas pie will be the 
next to marry.

   On this day, we honor in particular St. 
Michael the Archangel. As the leader of God’s 
angels, he defeated Lucifer, who gave into his 
hubris and sinfully attempted to usurp God. 

Michael’s victory over Lucifer, also known as 
Satan, drove him into hell, where he remains.
   But the battle is far from over, and evil persists 

on earth. Every day, Satan tries to tempt us to sin. 
Clearly, we all could use St. Michael’s help. As pro-

tector of the Church and guardian of souls, St. Michael 
can intercede on our behalf against the darkness of sin. In 

fact, Pope Leo XIII, after having a vision in 1884 in which 
Satan told God he could destroy the Church within a century, 

penned a prayer to the archangel beseeching his protection. 
This prayer was said at all Masses until 1968. In 1994, St. John 
Paul II encouraged offering this prayer both individually and at 
Masses again to help thwart the reality of evil.

Knowing the power of prayer, we can pray to honor St. Michael 
and the Archangels on this day. With children, we can recite the 
Guardian Angel prayer together and talk about what it means 
to be protected by God’s love and angels. On our own and after 
Mass, we can say the St. Michael prayer and dedicate our daily 

good deeds to combating wickedness in the world, no 
matter how big or small. We can also show appreciation 
for law enforcement, members of the military and first 
responders – anyone who physically protects us just as  

St. Michael does spiritually. He is their patron saint, after all.
This Michaelmas, let’s remember that we are not helpless 

against the battles we fight each day. We are shielded by  
St. Michael and the light of Christ himself. Armed with love, 

hope and prayer, let us be good  
standard-bearers for our Lord.

Saint Michael Archangel, defend 
us in battle, be our protection 
against the wickedness and snares 
of the devil; may God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray; and do thou,  
O Prince of the heavenly host, by 
the power of God, cast into hell 
Satan and all the evil spirits who 
prowl through the world seeking 
the ruin of souls. Amen. 

BY VERONICA 
SZCZYGIEL, PH.D.

Veronica is the 
assistant director of 
online learning at 
Fordham University’s 
Graduate School  
of Education
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GETTING TOO 
MUCH PARENTING 
ADVICE?
How to respond with grace  

BY SHERI WOHLFERT

Sheri is a Catholic school teacher, 
speaker, writer and founder of 
Joyful Words Ministries. Sheri 
blogs at www.joyfulwords.org. 

comes his belief in you and 
his grace to do this work. 
Just because someone offers 
advice doesn’t mean they 
think you are doing some-
thing wrong. When you 
receive unsolicited advice, 
remind yourself that you 
were chosen by the Father 
to do this work and don’t be 
overly sensitive or take it as 
a personal attack.

Listen: I learned quickly 
that parenting is a humbling 
vocation. Even if the older 
woman in the pew behind 
me in church wasn’t up 
on the latest child-rearing 
trends, her words were 
steeped in wisdom and 
experience. I often reminded 
myself that I truly didn’t 
know everything, and life is 
full of teachers and lessons if 
we are listening.

Approach it like a 
buffet: When we step up 
to a delicious buffet, we 
realize we can’t possibly eat 
everything there, so we pick 
and choose what we like 
and what we need. We don’t 
have to defend our choices, 
and nobody is offended if we 

take more of one thing than 
another. Processing advice is 
much the same. Listen, sift 
and sort. Use what’s helpful, 
and leave behind what isn’t.

Take the long view: 
Being humble and gracious 
in the face of unsolicited 
advice is more important in 
the long run. If we snap and 
become defensive, we could 
drive a wedge in relation-
ships that are important 
to us and to our children. 
Humor, confidence and 
diversion are much better 
responses. When that advice 
comes rolling your way, 
deflect it with a question 
such as, “Is that what you 
did with your child when 
they were this age?” That 
will shift the conversation to 
someone else’s parenting ex-
perience and not your own.

Simple truth: You know 
your child more intimately 
than anyone else, so share 
that truth if needed. Don’t 
be afraid to say something 
such as, “Thank you for 

those ideas, I’ll give them 
some thought,” or “Thanks 
for sharing your thoughts, 
it’s good to hear a different 
perspective because kids all 
need such different things.”

What you need most: 
The one thing we need more 
than even the best advice 
is prayer. The next time 
you feel bombarded with 
advice, go ahead and ask for 
what you need most. God 
entrusted us with this work 
and it’s only by his grace 
that we can accomplish the 
task of raising saints, so let’s 
really let the village help us 
and say, “Thank you for your 
advice and what I really need 
most is your prayers.” Be 
specific in your request, too: 
Ask for the grace of patience, 
wisdom or the intercession 
of the Blessed Mother or St. 
Joseph. Lovingly tell the ad-
vice-giver how grateful you 
would be if they would pray 
for you as you work to raise 
a saint in a crazy world. 

We’ve all heard the phrase, 
“It takes a village to raise a 
child.” But sometimes the 
“village” can offer more 
advice than we know what 
to do with. Knowing how 
to prayerfully and positively 
accept and process parenting 
advice requires some grace 
and finesse.

Keep an open heart:   
Advice is usually offered be-
cause someone loves you and 
your child. People genuinely 
want to help because they 
know that raising children 
is among life’s most difficult 
and most important tasks.

Be confident: As a 
parent, God entrusted you 
as the keeper and defender 
of his child. With that gift 
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

Before Father John Kasper returned to his religious 
order, the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, after serving 
as parochial administrator at St. Perpetua Parish for 
25 years, the Lafayette parishioners bid him a heartfelt 
thank you and farewell at two special events.

An evening wine and cheese party in the hall reno-
vated during his time at the parish on Saturday, June 4 
was followed the next afternoon with games and food 
at an outdoor party for all ages. 

“He has done so much for our parish!!” wrote parish-
ioner Mary King, who provided some photos of the 
event. “And been so inspiring.”

Farewell, and thank you, Father John Kasper 
PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF  
MARY TERJESON, 
MARY KING,  
WENDY LEVICH

Father John came to the Bay Area in 1986 to study 
liturgy at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. 
Upon arriving at St. Perpetua, he led the parish in a pe-
riod of transformation and growth, putting the worship 
space and school buildings to their best use for the 
growing community.

All this, parishioners, say, in addition to inspiring 
homilies and engaging opportunities to care for their 
neighbors in need, have distinguished his ministry. 

Father Jimmy Macalinao has been named  
parochial administrator. 
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California Knights of  
Columbus celebrate
BY JEAN  
GATAN-LIWANAG

PHOTOS BY  
JESS GOMEZ 

In addition to all the installations 
of the new officers and many meet-
ings in 16 Diocesan Chapters that 
the Panlilio family had to attend, 
the state of California jurisdiction 
supported charitable programs by 
donating $6 million and 1.5 million 
charitable hours.

 Out of 1,500 ultrasound ma-
chines from all the states given to 
pregnancies centers, 136 machines 
came from California. The Califor-
nia district was first in the coats for 
kids program, helping 4,500 chil-
dren in need. In addition, $37,000 
in disaster relief program assistance 
and 423 hours in support of Special 
Olympics were contributed. Cali-
fornia was fourth out of 76 jurisdic-
tions in helping the seminarians. 

The State Chaplain, Father 
Antony Vazhappilly, pastor of St. 
James Parish in Fremont, who was 
awarded this year’s Priest of the Year, 
was very thankful to Dr. Panlilio 
for choosing Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help as his inspiration and strength.

Father Antony promoted “Maria, 
Mater Dei Familias” (“Maria, Mother 
of All Families”) and also had chal-
lenged all members of KofC with 
their families to pray the rosary daily. 

The icon for the year was created 
by Deacon Bernard and Jean Liwa-
nag. There were two icons devel-
oped with the image of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. These icons have 
traveled to the dioceses in California. 

The State Chaplain also incor-
porated the Adoration and Holy 
Hour at meetings on a state level. 
With the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, Father Antony wrote a poem 
entitled “Knights, We Shall Rise 
Again,” which later turned into a 
theme song. 

While Bishop Jaime Soto of Sacra-
mento, opened the KofC convention 
by celebrating Mass on May 20, 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ of Oak-
land, celebrated the Mass to close 
the convention.

Bishop Barber praised the 
members of KofC by telling a story 
during his homily. He said that 
19 years ago, as a chaplain of the 
Marine Corps in Iraq, he was going 

For the Columbian Year of 2021-
2022, the Knights of Columbus 
(KofC) California State Council is 
represented by Dr. Noel Panlilio, 
State Deputy, a parishioner of  
St. Anne Church in Union City  
and a member of the St. Anne  
Council #8627. 

The KofC had celebrated the 
120th Annual State Meeting/Con-
vention in Sacramento from May 19 
to 21. The outgoing California State 
Deputy, Dr. Panlilio, had a challeng-
ing year but had fruitful services 
during his term. 

The keynote speaker at event, Su-
preme Council Senior Vice President 
Mark McMullen said that Dr. Panlilio 
was the right guy at the right time to 
lead the California jurisdiction. He 
also said that Dr. Panlilio had a can-
do attitude and always with a smile. 

Right: Dr. Noel Panlilio 
and Fannie Panlilio

Below: Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ celebrated 
the convention’s closing 
Mass. With him are Father 
Antony Vazhappily, State 
Chaplain for the Knights 
of Columbus and Father 
Geoffrey Baraan. 

HONORS FOR FR. MICHAELS
Father Dana Michaels, parochial 
administrator of St. Barnabas  
Parish, received permission to  
retire effective Aug. 1, after 13 
years of service to the Alameda 
parish. Father Michaels’ faithful 
service was recognized by the 
City of Alameda and the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, among  
his many well- 
wishers. Father 
Michaels, who 
was ordained 
in 1982, is in 
residence at 
St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish 
in Berkeley.

to celebrate Mass for 3,000 Marines 
but didn’t have any supplies. He 
was asked by the military what he 
needed. He said that it will be nice 
to have tents, table with tablecloth, 
chairs and fans.

Twenty-four hours later, Bishop 
Barber saw all these in the campsite. 
He then asked the military, what 
gave you the right to acquire all 
these? The response was, “It’s easy 
Father, we are members of Knights 
of Columbus.” 

The bishop also requested during 
his homily that in addition to all of 
what they (KofC) are already doing, 
the Church need them to defend life. 

We congratulate this year’s State 
Officers for a job well done and 
more. A special thanks to State 
Deputy Dr. Noel Panlilio and to 
lovely lady, Fannie, along with their 
daughters, Stefannie and Dianne, in 
making this year a fruitful year and 
for their hard work. 
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Feast of Corpus Christi:  
Taking Jesus to the streets
PHOTOS BY  
DOMINIQUE  
GHEKIERE-MINTZ
AND SHERLEY LIM 

On June 18, St. Joan of Arc Parish celebrated the 
Feast of Corpus Christi. It was the first parish-wide 
celebration since the pandemic began! A beauti-
ful Vigil Mass was followed by the parish Corpus 
Christi Procession in San Ramon. Parishioners were 
encouraged to come dressed in their cultural attire. 
Festivities included entertainment, food trucks and 
children’s games. 

The Alameda Corpus Christi pro-
cession from St. Joseph Church to 
St. Barnabas Church was a beautiful 
witness to faith. The word from Ala-
meda: We had babies present all the 
way to the elderly. People passing by 
stared with inquisitive looks. Jesus 
is alive in the streets of Alameda. 
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V O L U N T E E R

R onnie Ramos is the multi- 
talented volunteer who is an 
asset to Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church in San Lean-

dro. Ronnie was born in Philippines and 
later immigrated to the United States and 
lived in Alameda. 

In his younger days, he was not much 
involved in the church. But when his 
family moved to San Leandro in 1994, 
he found his niche in Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. He joined the choir and there 
he met his wife Nadine. 

One cannot miss the baritone voice 
of Ronnie. He sings at weekend Mass-
es, and sometimes for weddings and 
funerals. He is one of the Knights of 
Columbus. He is involved in the parish 
council as well as in the faith formation 
program for children. 

Our Lady of Good Church is always 
beautifully decorated for Christmas, 
Easter and other festive occasions. One 
of the behind-the-scene elves who gets 
all this done is Ronnie. He incorporates 
his own and other volunteers’ ideas to 
make the church beautiful. He is good 
with flower arrangements, too. 

He considers Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Parish as his extended family. 
He got married in Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church; his two sons were bap-
tized there. Also, his parents celebrated 
their Golden Jubilee in this church, as 
well his wife’s grandparents. We wish 
him good health and prosperity. 

 
Bella Comelo is a parishioner at  
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish  
in San Leandro. 

WA N T  T O  H O N O R  
A  V O L U N T E E R  
AT  YO U R  PA R I S H ?
Please submit your  
nominee to Catholic Voice  
editor Michele Jurich at  
mjurich@oakdiocese.org. 

BY BELLA 
COMELO

FINDING  
HIS VOICE,
FINDING  
HIS FAMILY
AT OUR LADY 
OF GOOD 
COUNSEL
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EMMET MONAGHAN
Friendship is described in words such as enduring affection, esteem, trust. Friends of Emmet Monaghan add: delightful company,  

solid counsel, open arms. And all these framed in a wide smile, infectious chuckle and studied attention. 
This experienced insurance professional possessed a rare quality. He eagerly sought to understand all sides of an issue. That’s what 

endeared him to so many on both sides of the aisle. Agreement was not a prerequisite; sincerity and genuineness sufficed.
Emmet’s soul pulsed with energy and enthusiasm, be it at work, play or prayer life. For him Faith was a bubbly thing. It propelled  

him into volunteering time and expertise in community mentoring, parish ministry, diocesan management and Catholic academia. 
His investment in and contribution to these missions has yielded an enriching legacy and countless grateful friends along the way. 
The memory of accomplishments may one day fade, but never a bond of friendship forged in fun and fruitful collaboration. For me, 

this remains Emmet Monaghan’s personal and unforgettable gift.

— Father Don Osuna, June 2022

Sister Laura Pesick, OP

Emmet Francis Monaghan
1934-2022

On May 28, 2022, beloved husband, father, grandpa 
and friend Emmet Francis Monaghan died of natural 
causes at home in Black Mountain, North Carolina. He 
was 87 years young. He was preceded in death by his 
wife of 44 years, Ellen McCarthy Monaghan, and by his 
sister, Seana Monaghan Pangia, who both died in 2008.

Born in Canandaigua, New York, to Emmet Monaghan 
and Elsie Knopf, he began his career on the family dairy 
farm, and earned his BS degree from Cornell University. 
He married Ellen McCarthy in 1964, welcoming two chil-
dren. Emmet earned an MBA from Syracuse University 
and in 1976, the family moved to California.

Throughout his life, Emmet got great satisfaction 
from being with, learning about, and helping other 
people. This passion fueled a varied and dynamic ca-
reer that included leadership in commercial insurance, 
risk management and strategic advising, later becom-
ing a consultant in retirement.

He shared his time, talent and expertise with many 
faith-based and non-profit organizations including, 

Sister Laura Pesick, formerly known as Sister Mary 
Norman, died on June 9, 2022, at the Dominican Life 
Center in Adrian, Michigan. She was 93 and in the  
75th year of her religious profession in the Adrian  
Dominican Congregation. 

Sister Laura was born in Detroit, Michigan, to Nor-
man and Margaret (Cummins) Pesick. She graduated 
from Dominican High School in Detroit, received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Siena 
Heights College (University) in Adrian and earned a 
Master of Arts degree in Special Education from  
Cardinal Stritch College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Sister Laura spent almost 55 years ministering in 
elementary, secondary and adult education in Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio and California. 

In the Diocese of Oakland, she served as assistant 
principal and elementary teacher at St. Philip Neri 
School in Alameda from 1974 to 1986. 

Sister Laura was preceded in death by her parents 
and her sister, Norma Pesick. She is survived by a broth-
er, Joseph Pesick of St. Clair Shores, Michigan, other 
loving family and her Adrian Dominican Sisters.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered in St. Catherine 
Chapel on June 15, with committal in the Congrega-
tion Cemetery. Memorial gifts may be made to Adrian 
Dominican Sisters, 1257 East Siena Heights Drive, Adrian, 
MI 49221. 

among others, the Diocese of Oakland, St. Mary Church 
in Walnut Creek, the Franciscan School of Theology and 
Horizon Services.

Beyond his professional life, Emmet loved to read, 
travel and entertain friends with expertly prepared 
meals and lively conversation. He met his second wife, 
Susan Huey, in 2012 while traveling in Canada. They 
married in 2013, living in California and North Caroli-
na. Always on the go, they just returned from a trip to 
Tuscany and Umbria, and were already planning another 
trip for fall 2022. He was best known for his warm and 
welcoming nature, lightness of spirit, engaging laugh, 
sage advice and his tireless pursuit of what was right 
and just.

Emmet is survived by his wife, Susan Huey Monaghan, 
his daughter, Kathleen Monaghan, his son, Tom 
Monaghan (Ingrid), his grandchildren Claire and Quinn 
Monaghan, Susan’s daughters, Marielle Yilmaz (Ty) 
and Melissa Ausburn, her grandchild Margaux Yilmaz, 
extended family, and many friends.

Private services will be held. In lieu of flowers,  
please honor Emmet with a donation to the charity  
of your choice. 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

O F F I C I A L  S C H E D U L E

C L E R G Y  A S S I G N M E N T S

T he Most Rev. Michael 
C. Barber, SJ, Bishop of 
Oakland has made the 

following clergy assignments:

Father Dana Michaels, 
parochial administrator of St. 
Barnabas Alameda, is given per-
mission to retire effective Aug. 
1, 2022, with residence at St. 
Joseph the Worker, Berkeley

Father Mario Rizzo, while re-
maining parochial administrator 
of St. Joseph Basilica, is appoint-
ed parochial administrator of St. 
Barnabas, Alameda, effective 
Aug. 1, 2022

Father Kenneth Nobrega is 
appointed parochial vicar of St. 
Joseph Basilica with residence at 
St. Barnabas, Alameda, effective 
Aug. 1, 2022

Father Jayson Landeza,  
while remaining pastor of St. 
Benedict, is appointed Pastor of 
Divine Mercy, Oakland, effective 
Aug. 1, 2022

Father Glenn Naguit is ap-
pointed pastor of St. Margaret 
Mary, Oakland, effective  
Aug. 1, 2022

Father Leo Edgerly, while 
remaining pastor of Corpus  
Christi Piedmont, is appoint-
ed Vice President for Catholic 
Identity and Mission at Bishop 
O’Dowd High School, Oakland, 
effective July 1, 2022

Father Hector Enrique Ball-
esteros is appointed temporary 
parochial administrator of  
St. Louis Bertrand, Oakland,  
effective July 1, 2022

Father Arturo Cardenas is ap-
pointed temporary parochial ad-
ministrator of St. Francis of Assisi, 
Concord, effective July 15, 2022, 
during sabbatical of the pastor

Father Fabio Correa is appoint-
ed parochial vicar of St. Leander, 
San Leandro, effective Sept. 1, 
2022

Bishop Barber has approved the 
nominations by their Provincial Su-
periors for the following religious 
order priests:

Father Raymond Mallett, OFM, 
Conv. as parochial administrator of 
Our Lady of Grace, Castro Valley

Father John Mark Ettensohn, 
OMI as parochial administrator of 
Sacred Heart, Oakland

Father Emilio Reyes, SVD as 
parochial vicar of St. Joachim, 
Hayward

Father Ryan P. Casey, CSP 
as associate pastor of Newman 
Hall-Holy Spirit, Berkeley

Father Poulose K. Chakkappan, 
MF as parochial vicar of St. Philip 
Neri-St. Albert the Great, Alameda

Father Dom Nguyen Du Truong 
Hai, MF as chaplain to Fremont 
area hospitals 

Capuchin Franciscans and St. Jarlath Parish 
Present at the signing of the agreement between the Diocese of Oakland and the 
Capuchin Franciscans, Western America Province of our Lady of Angels, entrusting 
the pastoral care for St. Jarlath Parish in Oakland, are Father Lijoy Jose, OFM Cap, 
pastoral associate at St. Lawrence of Brindisi Church, Los Angeles; Father Hai Ho, OFM 
Cap, Provincial Vicar and pastor of St. Jarlath Parish; Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ; 
Father Joseph Seraphin Dederick, OFM Cap, Provincial Minister; Father Joyson Thomas, 
OFM Cap, soon to be pastoral assistant at National Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi, San 
Francisco; and Father Anson Antony, OFM Cap, pastoral associate at St. Jarlath Parish. 
The Capuchin Franciscans began their ministry at the parish on Aug. 1. 

Aug. 29-Sept. 3
Spiritual Retreat with  
the Presbyterate of the 
Diocese of Oakland,  
Villa Maria del Mar,  
Santa Cruz

Sept. 2
7 p.m. St. Teresa of 
Calcutta Mass and visit 
with Missionaries of 
Charity, St. Mark Parish, 
Richmond

Sept. 5
10:30 a.m. Mass and 
Consecration of the 
Chapel at Lafayette 
Retreat Center,  
Lafayette

Sept. 6
Meeting with  
College of Consultors

Sept. 8
12:10 p.m. Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass and Appreciation 
Luncheon for Employees 
of the Chancery, 
Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, Oakland 

Sept. 9
12:10 p.m. Memorial of  
St. Peter Claver Mass 

Visit with the Order  
of Malta honoring Our 
Lady of Philermos

Sept. 10
St. Patrick’s Seminary  
and University Gala 
Dinner, Menlo Park

Sept. 11-13
USCCB Committee  
on Doctrine,  
Washington, DC

Sept. 15
Priest Personnel  
Board Meeting

Presbyteral  
Council Meeting

Diocesan Finance  
Council Meeting

Sept. 16
Appreciation Dinner  
with Diocesan Synod  
Core Team 

Sept. 17
11 a.m. Celebration of 
the Rite of Confirma-
tion, St. Mark Parish, 
Richmond

2 p.m. Sacrament 
of Reconciliation at 
Youth  
at NorCal ONFIRE,  
Six Flags, Vallejo

5:30 p.m. 150th 
Anniversary Mass 
and Celebration, 
St. Michael Parish, 
Livermore

Sept. 18
12 Noon 75th Anni-
versary Mass, Our 
Lady of Grace Parish, 
Castro Valley

Sept. 19-23
Spiritual Retreat with 
the Presbyterate 
of the Diocese of 
Oakland,  
Villa Maria del Mar,  
Santa Cruz

Sept. 21
Meeting with the 
Metropolitan Bish-
ops, Archdiocese of 
San Francisco

Sept. 24
Visit and Tour of St. 
Patrick’s Seminary 
and University with 
Diocese  
of Oakland families

Sept. 26-30
Spiritual Retreat with 
the Presbyterate of 
the Diocese of Oak-
land, Vallambrosa, 
Menlo Park

Sept. 27
Silver Chalice Awards 
Dinner with Malta 
Clinic, St. Francis 
Yacht Club, San 
Francisco

Sept. 28
Visit of His Excel-
lency  
Ju-Young Simon Kim  
from Korean Diocese  
of Chuncheon

The Catholic Voice   •  September 202230
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Remembering those who we have laid to rest in our 
Catholic Cemeteries during the month of June 2022.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
OUR VIRTUAL MASS
WHEN:
September 3, 2022, 11 a.m.
WHERE:
https://1977-Catholic-Funeral-
and-Cemetery-Services.
livecontrol.tv/c5c242ec

† HOLY SEPULCHRE 
Manuel Alcantar
Maria Del Carmen Ayala
Ramon Ayala
Maria Balelo
Barbara Lee Berio
Ilene Bratton
Keith Bratton
Robert Bryant
Jose Carrancho
Glenn Alan Casqueiro
Herminia Castillo
Daniel James Clay
Darlene Correia
Darryl Correia
Louise Correia 
Joan Del Piano
De Sosa Jose
Lina Dugay
Isidra Duran
Debra Durbin
John Dutra
Ronald Fano
Carole Finnegan
Lawrence Freitas
Barbara Garcia
Grace Gentiluomo
Jean Ginger
Leticia Gomez Delgadillo
Carl Gonsalves
Thomas Griffin
Richard Hansen
George Huajardo
Angel Inguanzo Nava
Kenneth Jeffery
John Lam
Shirley Lee
Mary Leon
Jesse Loque
Steven Luisotti
Maria Luiz
Virginia Malek
Dorothy Marsili
Angel De Jesus Martinez
Henry Mckenney
Rufina Mendoza
Marydel Mercadal
Victor Mercado
Catherine Mozzetti
Sylvia Naylor
Thanh Ly Nguyen
Martha O’Brien
Sarahi Ortega
Elisa Ortiz Amador
Norman Paradise
Edward Parks
Muriel Peixoto
Elena Perez
Margaret Perry
Misti Peterson
Elise Pettus
Edward Phillips
Phillip Pineda
Petra Pulido
Alonso Quinones Frausto
Jose Angel Ramirez
Santiago Ramon
Jose Rodriguez
Victoria Roig

Laverne Sa
Wadie Saad
Maria Sabado
Manuel Salazar Jr. 
Santiago Sanchez
Margarete Sarmiento
Rufino Sarmiento
Gary Schuler
Barbara Scott
Ana Silva
Jardira Silva
Michael Angelo Silva
Dorothy Smilth
Ronald Sotelo
Thomas Sousa
Georgina Souza
Steven Souza Sr
Albert Stafford
Diana Sullivan
Martin Sweeney
Robert Tobar
Maria Valencia
Lorenzo Vargas
Luke Veikoso
Jhon West
Cecilia Worden
Alicia Zarate

† QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Juan Aburquez
Mary Banuelos
Alice Boyle
Yu-Hsien Chang
Mary Jane Costanza
Joseph Diehl
Rogelio Fabregas
William Fearon
James Felde
Jean Fitzsimmons
Donald Fitzsimmons
Jeffery Francis
John Gilkison
Pamfilo Ignacio
Bernice Lang
John Leslie
Frank Locke
Janet Mc Mahon
Dolores McGonigle
Patricia McGuire
Patricia McLaughlin
Janice Murphy
George Navone
Lea Palisoc
Alexander Racela
Craig Roberts
Susan Robertson
Jean Robertson
Marjorie Rolandelli
Jesus Ruiz
Carlos Ruiz
Souraya Saeed
Armando Samaniego
Maria Sanchez
Paul Silva
James Spicer
Kenneth Walter
Peter Wan
Weiping (Patricia) Wang

† HOLY CROSS
Roy Gene Aguilar
Edna M. Bessinger
Victor Bustos
Exequiel Cebuano
Valentin Cebuano
Bertram Lee Clay
Barbara Joyce Cone
Sandra Kramer Davi
Joan Rita Evola
Jovita Camacho Gasca
Nicolas Q. Gorospe
Lucille Ann Holland
Richard E. Howell
Ligaya S. Ibay
Jason Walter Laederich
Annette M. Lee-Coddington
Hazel Ann Maldonado
Julita Manansala
Faith Martinez
Socorro Matamoros
Lillian Mora
James Edward Murphy
Ruben Santos Ortiz Jr.
Kenneth Charles Peterson
Marie Castro Porter
Wesley Gwinn Poynter
Rosalia Poynter
Virginia Quesada
Alicia Morales Ramirez
Eladio R. Reyes
Anita Amelia Rodriguez
Jose C. Rodriguez
Juan Manuel Ruiz
Benjamin Salera
George Albert Seligman Jr.
Emilio P. Sevilla
Evelyn Katherine Siino
Armando Solis
John M. Stevens

† ST. JOSEPH 
Margarita Aguirre
Anne C. Airoldi
Chester Airoldi 
Yanira Alvarado 
Antonio A. Atienza 
Kaleah M. Austero 
Feliciano Avalos 
Danilo U. Briones 
Rachel Carrasco 
Sompi Chaiyasith 
Stuardt-Mikhail Clarke 
Albert J. Davilla 
Bonnie D. Davilla 
Paul C. Davis 
Marie P. De Alba 
Hulita Faingaa 
Ilda Gago 
Matthew D. Gray 
Studio Gutierrez 
Robert A. Hempel 
Leticia Hernandez Gonzalez 
Ramon Jimenez Mendoza 
Patricia Kirby 
Saeng Lovanpheth 
Beverly Madigan 
Gloria C. Martinez 

Emelia Martinez Roa
Erika Martinez-Contreras
Juan Mejia 
Lourdes Misenas-Thrift 
Ba Van Nguyen 
Perla G. Oregel 
Jacqueline Pangilinan 
Wilfredo Perez 
Pasquale N. Petti 
Bertha A. Ramos 
Francis W. Reuter 
Consuelo Rojas 
Marcia Spurgeon 
Theodore S. Weber 
Patrick J. Wedge 
Federico Zagala Munos 

† ST. MICHAEL
Nabila Girgis Morcos Asaad
Angela Isabel Bettencourt
Jorge Furtado Coelho
Shirley Ellen Myers
Pamela June Smith

† ST. AUGUSTINE
John Francis Burkart
Christopher Lynn Files
Verna Jane Garibaldi 
David Tan Wai Lee
Sze-Ping Lee
Jose Maria Pinhiero

† ST. MARY 
William August 
Richard Casuga 
Virginia Casuga 
Michael Christian 
Carmen Colon 
James Dale 
Hector Dauvergne 
Pamela Dreschner 
Fernando Fierros 
Jessie Johnston 
Dorothy Madeiros 
Kenneth Marcenaro 
Teresa Negron 
Joan Parento 
Julia Peinado 
Basilio Reyna 
Zosimo Trinidad 
Hugo Uribe 
Michael Wharton 
Nathaniel Worrell 

† CHRIST THE LIGHT 
Dung Dinh Phan 



 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland
2121 Harrison St #100
Oakland, CA 94612

They were always there for you,
your children, and your parents.
Please be there for them now.

Give Generously . . .
PRIESTS RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS TRUST

There are more than 50 retired priests in the  
Diocese of Oakland … some you see assisting  
your parish priest on the occasional weekend 
… some are serving in the communities in  
which they live … some live a quiet lives of  
prayer … please remember them all.

Please use the envelope inserted in this magazine.

Priest Retirement Benefits Trust, Office of Mission Advancement, 
Diocese of Oakland, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland CA 94612 

Carolyn Steele, pictured with the priests, is the Diocese of  
Oakland's Clergy Care Manager. 

They have done so much for us!

To make a gift  
online, point your 

smartphone 
here and follow 

the link.


