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T H E  L E G A C Y  O F 

P OPE BENEDICT XVI 

SEEK F IRST  THE  K IN GDOM OF  GOD:  GO  TO  MASS ,  SAY  THE  ROSA RY, 
PR AY.  AND THEN TRU ST  IN  THE  LORD.  HE ’S  IN  OU R BOAT.  HE ’S  IN 
OUR DIOCESE.  IN OUR PARISHES.  IN OUR SCHOOLS.  IN OUR FAMILIES. 
AND THEN ACT ACCORDINGLY. 

 

T
he last time a pope died was in 2005, when Pope 
John Paul II passed away. Pope Benedict XVI 
died on New Year’s Eve, and was buried Jan. 5, 
2023.  He left over 60 published books and wrote 

over 1,300 articles and scholarly essays.  How does one 
sum up such a gifted priest, professor, theologian and 
bishop?  By his priorities.

Pope Benedict’s personal 
secretary and aide for over 
20 years was Father Georg 
Gänswein (made Archbish-
op in 2012).  When Benedict 
resigned from the papacy in 
2013, Archbishop Gänswein 
moved into the small convent 
to assist, then nurse, the pope 
in his final days.  A reporter 
asked Archbishop Gänswein 
what were the Holy Father’s 
priorities?  He said: Holy 
Mass, Breviary, Rosary and 
Meditation. Sometimes I 
suggested we set aside these 
spiritual exercises when what 
I considered “more important 
things” came up. But the Pope 
insisted: “The most important 
thing is that God always comes 
first. First, we must seek the 
Kingdom of God, everything 
else will be given in addition.”  
Father Georg said it sounds 
nice, but when governing 
a universal Church, it’s not 
always so easy to stick to.

Archbishop Gänswein 
was asked, What words of 
Pope Benedict will always 
stick with you?  He replied: 
“Time and again — especially 
during his time as emeritus 
— I found myself in difficult 
situations; moments when I 
said: ‘Holy Father, this cannot 
be! I cannot cope with it! The 
Church is running against a 

brick wall! I don’t know: is the 
Lord asleep, is he not there? 
What’s going on?’ And he 
said, ‘You know the Gospel a 
little, don’t you? The Lord was 
asleep in the boat on the Sea 
of Galilee, so the story goes. 
The disciples were afraid, 
a storm was coming, waves 
were coming. And they woke 
him up because they didn’t 
know what to do. And he just 
said, ‘What’s going on?’ Jesus 
only had to speak a few words 
to the storm, in order to make 
it clear that he is the Lord, 
even over the weather and the 
storms.’ And then Benedict 
said to me: ‘Look, the Lord 
doesn’t sleep! So, if, even in 
his presence, the disciples 
were afraid, it’s quite normal 
that the disciples of today 
can be afraid, here and there. 
But never forget one thing: 
He is here, and he remains 
here.  And in all that’s trou-
bling you now, that’s difficult 
for you now, that weighs on 
your heart or on your stom-
ach, this is something you 
must never forget! Take that 
from me.  I act accordingly.’” 

Archbishop Gänswein  
said, “That will always remain 
with me.” 

It remains with me, too.
Seek first the Kingdom 

of God: Go to Mass, say the 
rosary, pray.  And then trust 
in the Lord. He’s in our boat. 
He’s in our diocese.  In our 
parishes.  In our schools.  In 
our families. And then act 
accordingly.

That is the legacy of Pope 
Benedict XVI for me. 
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