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10	 Living	the	Last	Supper
 A life bookended by Easter 

1	 On	Our	Cover
	 The Crucifixion, from the mural at  

St. Mark Church in Richmond  
Painted by Father Ruben Morales 
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	 Death and Resurrection

5	 Eucharistic	Revival	
Congress

 Pray, register, support the  
September event 

I N S I D E  A P R I L

Editor’s note
I like to go on assignment.
I always come away with more than a story. On Ash Wednesday, I came away with hope.
Newman Hall/Holy Spirit Parish, corner of College Avenue and Dwight Way in Berkeley, is part 

of my story. When I attended a weekend freshman orientation at the University of California, 
Berkeley, I asked the counselor the location of nearest Catholic church. The next day was Sunday. 
I was going to go. “Nobody goes to church here,” he told me. I found a phone booth – not easy 
to do 51 years later – and looked up Churches, Roman Catholic in the Yellow Pages. Using the 
map in my orientation packet, I charted my path, three blocks over, two blocks down. I entered 
a church that looked unlike any other Catholic church I had ever seen. Still, I opened the big red 
door and walked inside. I was met by Father Ted Vierra, CSP, who kindly assured me that many 
Cal students went to church, many of them at Newman Hall. He invited me to come back Sunday 
morning, and for all my years at Cal. 

I went through those red doors of the church, designed in the brutalist architecture of the 
1960s, through four years of college, and later as a bride and as the mother of three babies who 
were baptized by Father Al Moser, CSP. 

The Newman students I joined at Mass in the student union – Mass on campus was unheard 
of in my time there – showed such faith. This generation knelt on a hard floor for the Eucharistic 
Prayer. Our future is in good hands.

Michele Jurich, Editor, The	Catholic	Voice	 

6	 Mission	Alignment	Process
 An update on the process
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 F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

D E AT H  A N D  R E S U R R E C T I O N 

A
pril is the month of Easter, but also 

Good Friday.  We observe these holy 

feasts every year, but the real meaning 

of them does not set in until we are 

presented with the reality of our own mor-

tality.  I saw this with Marines in the Middle 

East, who flocked to Mass and Confession only 

when presented with the possibility of death 

in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

In the past four days, I 
have attended three funerals. 
During one eulogy, the adult 
daughter of the deceased told 
how 50 years ago her family 
moved to Africa, where her 
father had volunteered as 
a ”bush doctor” to provide 
medical care. 

The little girl was outside 
playing with other kids and 
unknowingly grabbed the 
leaves of a red-hot pepper 
plant. The oil from the leaves 
got on her lips, and as she de-
scribed it, “My whole mouth 
was on fire.” Tears running 

B Y  B I S H O P  M I C H A E L 
C .  B A R B E R ,  S J 

Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 
been bishop of the 
Diocese of Oakland 
since May 2013.

down her face, she went in-
side screaming for help. 

Her father consulted the 
local people, who said there 
was no known remedy to 
counteract the inflammation 
caused by the red-hot pepper 
oil. Her father took her by the 
hand outside, went to the of-
fending pepper plant, pulled 
off a leaf, put it in his mouth, 
and bit and chewed it. His 
whole face erupted in swollen 
inflammation, and with tears 
pouring from his eyes, he bent 
down to his daughter and 
said, “Well, Lidia, at least now 
you’re not alone.”

And so the Lord Jesus de-
scended from heaven, became 
a man, allowed Himself to 
be arrested, scourged and 
crucified − so we would not 
be alone anymore in our own 
sufferings and death. Like 
Lidia’s father, Jesus took on 
more	pain than us. And took 

us by the hand through the 
darkness and fear of death ... 
to lead us confidently to the 
joy of eternal life. Jesus’ death 
has salvific value.  
He saves us from our sins. 
And our suffering has mean-
ing by participating in his 
suffering. As St. Paul says,  
“I make up in my body what 
 is lacking the suffering of  
Our Lord Jesus Christ.”

I think it helpful to remem-
ber this and our absolute need 
for Jesus as we approach the 
end of our earthly days. And 
take comfort in his promise of 
the life of the world to come. 
As we say in the Apostles’ 
Creed: “I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the Communion of 
Saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.” Amen.

Blessed Good Friday. And 
Happy Easter to you all! 

.  .  .  THE  LORD JE SUS  DE SCE NDED F ROM HE AVE N,  BE CA ME A  MAN , 
A L LOW ED HIMSEL F  TO  BE  A RRE STE D,  SC OURGED A ND CRUCIF IED  − 
SO  W E  W OUL D NOT  BE  A LONE  A NYMORE IN  OUR OW N SUF FERIN GS 
A ND DE ATH. 

 F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P
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More than a meal
S H A R I N G  I N  T H E  L A S T  S U P P E R  AT 
T H E  H O U S E  O F  T H E  L O R D   B Y  M E G A N  A R T E A G A

The side effects of  
sharing food

Jesus knew this - it’s why 
He can so often be found 
“reclining at table” in the 
Scriptures or sharing food 
and drink with others. Not to 
mention, heaven itself is often 
depicted as a divine ban-
queting table, and the early 
Church regularly gathered to 
“break bread together” as a 
communal expression of their 
fellowship in Christ Jesus.

The thing is, the Last Supper 
was, and continues to be, more 
than “just sharing a meal.”

At the Last Supper, Jesus 
took our simple human 
meal with all of its ordinary 
symbolism and elevated it 
to a sharing in the Heavenly 
Banquet. He foretold His own 
giving of himself as the Divine 
Lamb. While He and the dis-
ciples were eating, Jesus took 
the bread, said the blessing, 
broke it and giving it to His 
disciples, said, “Take and eat; 
this is my body.” Then taking 
the cup, He gave thanks and 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you, for this is 
my blood of the covenant, 
which will be shed on behalf 
of many for the forgiveness 
of sins.”

The Last Supper became 
the very source and summit of 
the Christian faith, the central 
focal point of worship for our 
Church, as we continue to cel-
ebrate and actively remember 
this physical illustration of 
when and how God made it 
possible for all of humanity 
to be redeemed and set free. 
That’s why we avoid mundane 
language when we talk about 
this ritual feast, saying “chal-
ice” instead of “cup,” “Precious 
Body” instead of “bread,”  

“Precious Blood” instead  
of “wine,” “altar” instead of 
“table.” It’s why our Eu-
charistic hymns sing of the 
“bread of life,” the “food of 
angels” and the “supper of 
the Lamb.”

Rather than partaking of 
simple bread and wine, we 
share in the very Body and 
Blood of Our Lord. Instead 
of conversing about earthly 
matters, we dialogue with 
God Himself through the 
readings, prayers and con-
gregational responses. This 
event has been the inspiration 
for enduring artwork, music, 
literature, Gospel, vocations 
and the softening of human 
hearts for generations upon 
generations of people.

A meal that changed 
the world

In other words, this holy 
meal changed the world.  
Will you let the Bread of  
Life change you, too? Each 
Sunday - and in many parish-
es, each day - we have the 
opportunity for our own 
hearts to be softened by 
God’s love offered up in the 

Holy Eucharist, our liturgical 
remembrance of the Last 
Supper. Every hour, every 
day, our Eucharistic Lord 
rests in the Tabernacles of 
our churches, waiting for 
us to reach out to Him with 
our prayers, our love and our 
openness to do His will.

If you’re looking for a 
unique way to connect with 
our Eucharistic Lord, consid-
er participating in the Eucha-
ristic Revival! This Sep-
tember, our diocese will be 
offering a bilingual Eucharis-
tic Revival Congress as part 
of the National Eucharistic 
Revival, featuring both youth 
(Friday) and adult (Saturday) 
tracks in English and Span-
ish. The Spanish weekend 
is Sept. 8-9, and the English 
weekend is Sept. 15-16. Each 
weekend involves nationally 
renowned speakers, Eucha-
ristic Adoration, discussion, 
reflection, prayer and more. 
Registration is open now at 
www.oakdiocese.org/Eucha-
risticRevival2023; scholar-
ships are available.

And don’t worry - we’ll be 
serving food, too. 

I have a friend who wasn’t 
raised in the Catholic Church 
in America. In fact, she was 
baptized Orthodox as an 
infant and was received into 
the Catholic Church when 
she was a bit older, and spent 
all of her formative years 
in Eastern Europe. To this 
day, certain things about the 
Church in America absolutely 
boggle her mind.

The funniest one to me was 
when she pointed out how 
much we eat at our parishes. 
Youth Ministry meetings serve 
pizza; leadership gatherings 
offer coffee, tea and pastries; 
Faith Formation programs 
run Pancake Breakfasts; and 
the Knights of Columbus host 
Lenten Soup Suppers before 
Stations of the Cross. Alpha 
sessions include dinner as part 
of the program, and nobody 
would dare run a parish retreat 
without at least one meal and 
snacks throughout the day. 
Even Sunday Mass is followed 
by the ubiquitous coffee and 
doughnuts.

I’d never noticed it, and as 
my laughter died down and I 
dried my eyes after her litany 
of parish meals, my flippant 
response was, “Well, Jesus fed 
people too!”

“Yes, but with the Holy 
Eucharist, not pancakes and 
pizza!” came Sija’s beautiful 
response.

Sharing a meal has so many 
levels of symbolism. It’s a 
tangible expression of service, 
love and unity. It creates the 
space for fellowship and for a 
community to grow togeth-
er. It’s a time and place to 
nurture ourselves and those 
around us, not just with cal-
ories and nutrients, but also 
with conversation and love.



 

Mission Alignment Process Update

T
he Mission Alignment Process – known familiarly as MAP – has 
been going on for the last two years. You have likely been involved 
in it; perhaps you shared your opinions online when surveys were 
available. Perhaps you responded in one of several languages on a 

paper form at one of our parishes. Perhaps you represented your parish 
in a region or deanery meeting last year. 

As we enter into the next phase of MAP, let’s take a look at the process 
that helped us gather the data that informs the decision-making. 

What is MAP?
MAP is a diocesan-wide 

effort to align our many 
wonderful resources for 
greater missionary fruition. 
A commission made up of 
clergy and laity, men and 
women from our major ethnic 
groups has been working on 
this since April 2021. We have 
gathered data on our parishes, 
parishioners, priests, schools 
and demographics in our 
two counties, and shared this 
information with clergy and 
parish leaders as we strive to 
best align our resources for 
missionary fruition.

The process continued 
in 2022 as parish clergy and 
leaders selected by our pas-
tors participated in a series of 
consultative meetings from 
April to July. At those meet-
ings, we shared key data that 
we’ve been discussing and 
shared some of the feedback 
we heard from you during 
these consultative meetings. 

Key MAP Data
A key piece of data is Mass 

attendance. According to the 
Gallup organization, Mass at-
tendance in the United States 
dropped from a high of 75%  
of Catholics in 1955 to just  
39% in 2017. According to Pew  
Research, this drop correlates 
to an increase in lack of reli-
gious affiliation among the  
US population.

In our diocese, we have 
been seeing similar trends. We 
shared a chart last year showing 
an overall trend in decreasing 
Mass attendance since 2010, 
with a steep drop-off after the 
Covid pandemic in 2021. Since 
we last shared that data, the Oc-
tober 2022 Mass count showed 
some promising movement. 
That result is shown in Chart 
1 on page 8. You may note that 
this differs from the chart pub-
lished in the October 2022 issue 
of The	Catholic	Voice, which did 
not have the benefit of the Oct. 
2022 Mass counts. 

 Charts 2 and 3 show 
results that have become fa-
miliar issues in our diocese. 
Chart 2 reveals that we are 
currently at an all-time low 
of 117 priests assigned to our 
81 parishes. Chart 3 shows 
age projections for our 
priests in the coming years. 
Increasingly fewer priests 
will be below 70 in the years 
to come. 

These charts were the 
subject of our mid-2022 cler-
gy/parish leader consulta-
tions. We also reviewed data 
parish-by-parish, including 
recent Mass attendance, the 
number of Masses, the num-
ber of priests in residence, 
recent celebrations of sac-
raments such as baptisms 
and confirmations, overall 
parish financial health, and 
Catholic school performance 
and financial health. 

This close look at parish 
data revealed where our 
parishes are struggling most. 
They tend to be concentrat-
ed in Alameda, Berkeley, 
Oakland and Richmond, 
where there are higher num-
bers of Catholic churches 
now serving fewer parish-
ioners. Participants were 
asked to give us feedback on 
trends and takeaways they 
observed from this data. 

In a message to these 
participants, Bishop Barber 
noted that our diocese was 
built to serve the Catholic 
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ILLUSTRATION 1

Given our constraints and your 
knowledge of your deanery, what  

structural collaboration best serves 
to create a vibrant deanery? 

CLUSTER:  
Two or more parishes remain separate 

and retain their names but share one or more 
priests and one administration.

MERGER:
Two or more parishes are combined 

to form one new parish while consolidating 
membership, property and finances. 

CLOSURE:
Church and other buildings sold, rented or 

used for other purposes. Parishioners assisted 
to attend a neighboring parish.

Mission Alignment Process Update
Church of 1965, when our 
churches were full each 
Sunday. Our churches aren’t 
serving nearly those numbers 
now, but we still operate near-
ly all those same churches 
and with fewer priests than 
ever. Many of our parishes are 
barely managing financially. 
Many cannot afford to pay for 
a support staff to fully serve 
the parish and our missionary 
aspirations. Bishop Barber 
called on the participants 
to consider new models of 
parish collaboration, such as 
a merger, cluster or even a 
parish closure. The explana-
tion of these terms is shown 
in illustration 1. 

New Findings
The work of the MAP 

commission continued last fall 
as another round of consul-
tations took place among the 
deanery pastors and parochial 
administrators with Bishop 
Barber. Those meetings 
included at least 10 minutes 
of Eucharistic Adoration, 
and the reading of “I am with 
you always” passage from 
Matthew, with the invitation to 
the participants to be open to 
the Spirit.

Changes such as these are 
challenging for everyone 
involved. Father Lawrence 
D’Anjou experienced this in 
his first assignment as a newly 
ordained priest when St. Leon-
ard and Santa Paula parishes 

merged in 2000. The com-
bined parish is now known as 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Years 
later, the combined strength  
of both communities working 
together has helped that  
parish remain strong. 

There are some recent 
examples of clustering with 
the prospect of merging  
that offer insight into the 
mindset and opportunity  
o move forward.

“When you bring two par-
ishes together, you have to love 
them,” said Father Paulson 
Mundanmani, who was pastor 
of Christ the King Parish in 
Pleasant Hill when Bishop 
Barber asked him to become 
parochial administrator of 
St. Stephen Parish in Walnut 
Creek four years ago. 

It was important that one 
parish is not seen as domi-
nant over the other. “They are 
our brothers and sisters and 
we work with them to do the 
best we can,” he said. “We are 
not merging for the need to 
survive but an opportunity to 
flourish and to grow,” he wrote 
to the community. 

There are four priests at 
Christ the King, the pastor 
and Father Lee Chompoo-
chan, the parochial vicar; 
and two retired priests in  
residence who celebrate 
Mass: Father Gerard Moran 
and Father Brian Timoney,  
who celebrated his 92nd 
birthday recently. 

When you bring two parishes together, you have to love 
them … They are our brothers and sisters and we work with 
them to do the best we can. We are not merging for the need 
to survive but an opportunity to flourish and to grow.”  
– Father Paulson Mundanmani
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Chart 1 shows some promising movement in the October mass count since we last shared that data.

Chart 2 reveals that we are currently at an all-time low of 117 priests assigned to our 81 parishes. 

“We are a happy family,” Father 
Mundanmani said of the commu-
nity of priests. 

 Mass times at the two churches 
do not overlap. If a parishioner 
misses the 4 p.m. Vigil Mass at 
Christ the King, for example, 
there’s the 5 p.m. available at  
St. Stephen.

The assets of each site were  
considered: St. Stephen Parish  
has extraordinary architecture 
and an event-friendly parish hall. 
Christ the King eighth-graders 
traveled to St. Stephen for retreat, 
as did the men’s group and the 
women’s group. 

With structures at both parishes 
up to code, each can be used 
for various events. Funerals, 
quinceaneras and weddings are 
offered at both sites. 

Several ministries have been 
merged.

It became clear relatively  
early that St. Stephen Parish  
could not support an entire staff. 
Father said he told staff mem-
bers after three months that they 
should begin to explore other 
employment opportunities. 

Total Diocesan October Mass Counts 2010-2019, 2021-2022

Total Pastors, Parochial Administrators & Parochial Vicars by Year 
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The finance councils have 
been meeting together; the 
parishes have requested a 
formal merger. 

The first priority after that: 
establishing a preschool at St. 
Stephen, which would benefit 
families at both sites. 

Among the priests who 
have been part of the happy 
family at Christ the King is 
Father Mario Rizzo, who now 
serves as parochial adminis-
trator at St. Joseph Basilica 
Parish in Alameda. In August 
2022, he became parochial ad-
ministrator of neighboring St. 
Barnabas Parish on Alameda’s 
West End, after the retirement 
of Father Dana Michaels.

Father Kenneth Nobrega 
has been appointed parochial 

vicar, and lives at St. Barn-
abas, where he offers daily 
Mass. “It’s a great partner-
ship,” said Father Rizzo. They 
meet as a staff twice a month. 

Father Rizzo writes a mes-
sage in the weekly bulletin at 
each parish. He has been en-
couraging people to own their 
faith and community and get 
involved.

First priorities are to focus 
on Bishop Barber’s three 
priorities for the Diocese of 
Oakland, including focus on 
the liturgy and the Sunday 
experience. Mass times have 
been changing to provide the 
opportunity for Mass times 
that do not overlap. 

They will finish the faith 
formation year separately  

Priest 
Availability

• Mass Attendance Mass Attendance

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034
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this year, but become one 
faith formation ministry 
after that.

In Oakland, the newest 
collaboration is underway. 
Father Jayson Landeza, who 
had been serving as pastor 
of St. Benedict Parish, was 
asked to become pastor 
of Divine Mercy Parish, 
which was created out of  
St. Lawrence O’Toole and 
St. Paschal Baylon parishes 
in 2019. 

He has worked with a  
group of retired priests to 
assist in celebrating Mass  
at three churches.

One of the first collab-
orations has been that St. 
Benedict’s monthly healing 
Mass, with the sacrament of 

Chart 3 shows age projections for our priests in the coming years. 

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N
To view the MAP commission 
interim report, please visit: 
 www.oakdiocese.org/ 
mission-alignment-process

Anointing of the Sick, has been 
shared at St. Paschal Baylon.

Bishop Barber’s vision for 
other such collaborations will 
be offered in the weeks and 
months to come. 

Net Priest Retirement Plus Priests Ordained
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L I V I N G  
  The Last Supper

I began to walk in the shoes 
of other mothers who had lost 
their child. Characters from the 
book of the New Testament be-
came more meaningful. More 
personal. Simeon’s prophecy to 
Mary, “Your own heart a sword 
shall pierce” was no longer just 
a line from Scripture. My own 
heart had been pierced.  

Nicholas was our Easter 
baby. He was born early Easter 
morning and because he was 
our eighth and my mother-in-
law had flown from Chicago to 
take over the house, kids and 
Easter dinner, I came home 

from delivery that same Sunday. My husband Ted and I, at 
opposite ends of our dining room table, both beaming: four 
girls, and now a fourth boy, baby Nicholas, swaddled in a 
blue blanket, asleep in the wicker bassinet  
on my left.

We were a celebratory dozen at that family dinner. All 
these years later, I still recall it as my happiest. Papouli, Ted’s 
dad, accompanied my mother-in-law, Eleanor, and retold 
“The Shoe Story,” the one about his own father, Nicholas 
Peter, who this newest grandson was named after.

The story goes like this: Great-Grandfather Nicholas emi-
grated with his young wife from their home in the mountains 
of Greece to Ellis Island, eventually settling and raising their 
eight children on the South Side of Chicago. He supported his 
family as a food vendor, delivering produce to the markets on 
Maxwell Street from his wooden cart, bringing the leftovers 
home to his family. One Easter Saturday, he rolled his cart 
into their living room and called the kids. He dumped the 
whole cartload onto the carpet. Shiny new shoes spilled out 
– all sizes and colors, none paired with the other. Needless to 
say, the oldest walked away in the best fit. My father-in-law 
found a matching pair of brown oxfords and stuffed newspa-
per in the toes until his feet grew into them.

A
LT H O U G H  T H E R E  H AV E  B E E N  C O U N T L E S S 
B O O K S  A N D  C H A R A C T E R S  T H AT  H AV E 
R E M A I N E D  W I T H  M E  O V E R  T H E  Y E A R S ,  
O N E  Q U O T E  F R O M  AT T I C U S  F I N C H  I N  

T O  K I L L  A  M O C K I N G B I R D  K E E P S  R E S O N AT I N G :  
“ Y O U  D O N ’ T  R E A L LY  K N O W  A N O T H E R  P E R S O N 
U N T I L  Y O U  A R E  A B L E  T O  W A L K  I N  T H E I R  S H O E S . ” 
T H E  D E AT H  O F  M Y  T W E N T Y-T W O -Y E A R - O L D  S O N , 
N I C H O L A S ,  B O T H  B R O K E  M Y  H E A R T  A N D  O P E N E D  
I T.  W H E N  G R I E F  S U B S I D E D ,  E M PAT H Y  W I D E N E D .

B Y  PAT R I C I A 
M A N I AT I S
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Twenty-two Easter Sundays later, we sat at that same table, 
dining on Ted’s traditional Greek roasted lamb. Nicholas on my 
right, his head on my shoulder. Joined by some of his college 
friends from Santa Barbara, it came to be Nicholas’ last supper.

Over these years since Nick’s death, something has shifted 
in me.

My insights have deepened. My faith as well. Looking 
again at the stories and characters in the book of The New 
Testament, these years after Nick’s death, I see my favorite 
stories and miracles in a more personal light. Jesus knew 
that He would never again share the Passover meal with his 
Twelve, John’s head leaning on his shoulder or the taste of 
the paschal lamb and wine on his lips. The apostles were his 
nearest and dearest. Jesus’ heart ached.

Jesus, the man, exemplifies empathy as both son and 
friend. Mary turned to him at the wedding feast in Cana, 
her own empathy prompting her request, “They have no 
more wine.” She could feel the embarrassment of the bride’s 
parents, and Jesus could feel both: hers and theirs. And 
again when Jesus’ dear friend, Lazarus, died and his sisters, 
Mary and Martha, were so heartbroken, Jesus took pity. His 
compassion compelled his actions, “Love one another as I 
have loved you.”

Our Nicholas was just a twenty-year-old college kid, and 
yet when asked by his sister, on a snowy walk through Central 
Park, how he was handling this dire diagnosis, he confided, 
“I am so relieved it is me. I couldn’t bear it if it was one of you 
guys.”  Nick’s short life left its footprint on our family and his 
friends; a trail of grateful hearts.

As the forty days of Lent circle the church’s calendar, I find 
I am once again walking in someone else’s shoes – Nick’s 
shoes – his favorite blue-and-gold Nike runners. A photo sits 
on my desk; Nicholas racing a Tilden Park trail in his Saint 
Mary’s red-and-white cross-country jersey. The words we 
chose from St. Paul for his headstone, a perfect fit: 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,  
I have kept the faith.” 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished 

the race,  I have kept the faith.”

N I C H O L A S  P E T E R  M A N I A T I S
A P R I L  1 0 ,  1 9 8 2  -  A P R I L  2 ,  2 0 0 5
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“ I  A M  S O  R E L I E V E D  I T  I S  M E .  I  C O U L D N ’ T  B E A R  I T  I F  I T  W A S  O N E  O F  Y O U  G U Y S . ”
–  N I C H O L A S  M A N I A T I S

Photo courtesy of the Maniatis Family
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Walls tell the story
C O V E R  S T O R Y

A 
M U R A L  O N 

T H E  V A U LT E D 

C E I L I N G  O F 
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C H U R C H  H A S  B E C O M E 

A N  A R T I S T I C  R E S O U R C E 

O F  G R E AT  V A L U E  F O R 

T H E  E V A N G E L I Z AT I O N 

O F  T H I S  C O M M U N I T Y.
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Walls tell the story

Venegas prepared the base 
where, in January 2022, Father 
Morales slid the first brush-
strokes with fine oil paint. 

The wall and the scaffold-
ing where Father Morales 
worked - on days off in the 
parish - was always covered 
with a blanket. The parishio-
ners did not express curiosity 
to know what was behind it. 

On the night of the Vigil of 
the Resurrection in April of 
the same year, they were sur-
prised when the veil covering 
the wall was lowered and the 
finished work was shown.

The painting has been 
embraced by the communi-
ty. Parents come with their 
children to instruct them 
about the message embodied 
in it. That was and is the aim 
of the painter. Also, Father 
Morales often refers to the 
message, pointing out some 
of the elements in it to better 
explain the Gospel during 
homilies. 

Father Rubén Morales, author of the painting  
and parish administrator of this church, wanted  
the painting to summarize the Gospel according  
to St. Mark, and also for the cultures present in  
this community to be represented in the work, 
unveiled during the Gloria, in the Mass of 
Resurrection of 2022. 

B Y  L O R E N A  R O J A S   |   P H O T O S  B Y  D O M I N I Q U E  G H E K I E R E - M I N T Z

 With that idea in mind, 
he began to look for prices 
with several companies that 
paint murals. The quotes he 
received were in the range 
of $100,000 to $150,000, 
amounts beyond the reach of 
the parish at the time, which 
had just completed various 
lighting and construction im-
provements to the church. 

A priest, a friend of Father 
Morales who knew of his artis-
tic ability, encouraged him to 
paint the mural himself. The 
parish priest had painted in 
oil from a very young age but 
he had never painted murals, 
so he was afraid to start the 
work and not finish it. Howev-
er, fear did not stop him, and 
he decided to do it. 

 Before starting the mural, 
he prayed to God for wisdom, 
organized the ideas and put 
them on paper first. Later he 
spoke with a construction 
worker parishioner who 
helped him with the prepa-
ration of the wall. Raymundo 

13



Some artists, parishio-
ners of St. Mark, praise the 
technique, and especially the 
perspective, because despite 
being reflected on a concave 
wall, that is, not flat, all the 
elements in the work can be 
appreciated from any angle 
inside the church, explains 
Father Morales. 

 Our Lord Jesus, St. Mark, 
St. John the Baptist, human 
figures of men and women - 
with dark skin similar to the 
complexion of more than 90% 
of the parishioners of this 
community of Hispanic origin 
– are part of the message.  
St. Mark, is the patron saint of 
this parish in Richmond and 
is in the center of the painting 
with a scroll in his hand  
announcing the Gospel of 
Jesus; next to him is the sun,  
a symbol of God’s justice  
and the Holy Spirit who is 
God himself. 

 The colorful mural is 
steeped in symbolism. “The 
green symbolizes the faith 
and hope that the Gospel 
transmits, the red shows the 
martyrdom of the evangelist 
martyred in Alexandria,” says 
Father Morales. The Gospel of 
Jesus, according to Mark, as 
captured by Father Morales 
in the mural of this parish in 

Richmond, is summarized  
in four scenes. 

The first scene is the Bap-
tism of the Lord, the second 
scene represents the temp-
tations, then a scene about 
the crucifixion of Jesus with 
three crosses, that of Christ 
and two others, which are 
not those of the two thieves 
but the crosses that await 
the disciples of Christ. 
Another scene is that of  
the Lamb, with a hopeful 
message of how Jesus con-
tinues to feed the Church 
through the Eucharist, 
Father Morales said.

 “Each scene has a series of 
messages,” explains Father 
Morales. In the baptism 
scene, Jesus is seen with his 
hand pointing to Heaven, 
representing Christ’s call 
for God’s will to be done. In 
another of the scenes, you 
can see a tree that represents 
good and evil, with a living 
branch pointing toward 
Jesus and a dry branch. 

 Father Morales concludes 
that the message on the 
mural at St. Mark’s is never 
fully explained because its 
content, symbolism and 
the variety of elements are 
always exposed to better 
understand the Gospel. G
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U
N  M U R A L  E N  E L  T E C H O  D E  L A  B Ó V E D A  D E  L A 

I G L E S I A  S A N  M A R C O S ,  E N  R I C H M O N D  S E  H A 

C O N V E R T I D O  E N  U N  R E C U R S O  A R T Í S T I C O  D E  G R A N 

VA L O R  PA R A  L A  E VA N G E L I Z A C I Ó N  D E  E S TA  C O M U N I D A D.

de iluminación y construcción  
en la iglesia. 

Un sacerdote, amigo del 
padre Morales que conoce la 
habilidad artística de él, lo 
motivó para que pintara el 
mural él mismo. 

El párroco de San Marcos 
pinta al óleo desde muy joven 
pero nunca había pintado 
murales, por lo que sintió temor 
de comenzar la obra  
y no terminarla. Sin embargo,  
el miedo no lo detuvo y  
decidió hacerlo.

Antes de comenzar el 
mural, oró a Dios pidiendo 
sabiduría, organizó las ideas 
y las plasmó primero en el 
papel. Después habló con un 
parroquiano trabajador de la 
construcción quien le ayudó 
con la preparación de la pared. 
Raymundo Venegas alistó 
la base donde en enero del 
2022,el padre Morales deslizó 
las primeras pinceladas con 
pintura de óleo fino.

La pared y el andamio donde 
trabajó el padre Morales -los 
días libres en la parroquia- 
estuvo siempre cubierta con 
una manta. Los feligreses 
no manifestaron curiosidad 
de saber lo que había detrás. 
La noche de la Vigilia de la 
Resurrección en abril del 
mismo año fueron sorprendidos 
cuando se bajó el velo que 
cubría la pared y se mostró la 
obra terminada.

La pintura ha sido acogida 
por la comunidad. Los padres de 

P O R  L O R E N A  R O J A    |    F O T O S :  D O M I N I Q U E  G H E K I E R E - M I N T Z

familia se acercan con sus hijos 
para instruirlos sobre el mensaje 
plasmado en ella. Ese fue y es 
el objetivo del pintor. También, 
el padre Morales a menudo se 
refiere al mensaje de la obra, 
apunta algunos de los elementos 
en ella para explicar mejor el 
Evangelio durante las homilías.

Algunos artistas, 
parroquianos de San Marcos 
elogian la técnica, y sobre todo 
la perspectiva porque a pesar de 
estar plasmada sobre una pared 
cóncava, o sea no plana, todos 
los elementos en la obra pueden 
ser apreciados desde cualquier 
ángulo dentro de la iglesia, 
explica el padre Morales. 

Nuestro Señor Jesús, san 
Marcos, Juan Bautista, figuras 
humanas de hombres y 
mujeres - con piel color oscura 
semejantes a la tez de más de un 
90% de los parroquianos de esta 
comunidad de origen hispano- 
forman parte del mensaje. 

San Marcos, es el santo 
patrón de esta parroquia en 
Richmond, y está en el centro 
de la pintura con un pergamino 
en su mano anunciando el 
Evangelio de Jesús, a su lado 
el Sol símbolo de la justicia de 
Dios y el Espíritu Santo que es 
Dios mismo.

El colorido mural está 
impregnado de simbolismo. 
“El verde simboliza la fe y la 
esperanza que transmite el 
Evangelio, El rojo muestra 
el martirio del evangelista 
martirizado en Alejandría”,  
dijo el autor. 

El Evangelio de Jesús, 
según Marcos, tal como lo 
plasmó el padre Morales en 
el mural de esta parroquia, 
en Richmond, se resume en 
cuatro escenas.

El padre Rubén Morales, 
autor de la pintura y 
administrador parroquial 
de esta iglesia quisó que 
la pintura resumiera 
el Evangelio según san 
Marcos, y también que 
las culturas presentes en 
esta comunidad se vieran 
representadas en la obra, 
develada durante el canto 
de Gloria, en la Misa de 
Resurrección del 2022.

Con esa idea en mente comenzó 
a buscar precios con varias 
empresas que pintan murales. Las 
cotizaciones que recibió rondaron 
entre 100.000 a 150.000 dólares, 
montos fuera del alcance de la 
parroquia en ese momento, que 
recién terminaba varias mejoras 

La primera escena es 
el Bautismo del Señor, la 
segunda escena representa las 
tentaciones, luego una escena 
acerca la crucifixión de Jesús 
con tres cruces, la de Cristo y 
otras dos, que no son las de los 
dos ladrones sino las cruces 
que esperan a los discípulos 
de Cristo. Otra escena es la 
del Cordero Vencedor, con un 
mensaje esperanzador de cómo 
Jesús continúa alimentando a la 
Iglesia a través de la Eucaristía, 
detalló el autor del mural. 

“Cada escena tiene una 
serie de mensajes”, explica el 
padre Morales. En la escena 
del Bautismo se ve a Jesús con 
la mano apuntando al Cielo en 
representación del llamado de 
Cristo a que se haga la voluntad 
de Dios.

En otra de las escenas se 
puede apreciar un árbol que 
representa el bien y el mal, con 
una rama viva apuntando hacía 
Jesús y una rama seca.

El padre Morales concluye 
que el mensaje en el mural en 
San Marcos nunca se termina de 
explicar porque su contenido, 
simbolismo y la variedad 
de elementos están siempre 
expuestos para entender mejor 
el Evangelio. 
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Ash Wednesday
O N  T H E  C A M P U S  O F 
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F 
CALIFORNIA,  BERKELEY

F E A T U R E

B Y  M I C H E L E  J U R I C H

P H O T O S  B Y  D O M I N I Q U E 
G H E K I E R E - M I N T Z

I f you wonder about the faith of university 
students, consider the Ash Wednesday 
Mass in the Tilden Room of the Martin 

Luther King Jr. ASUC Student Union.
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ presided at the Mass planned  

by Newman Hall/Holy Spirit Parish. The student parishioners 
filled the room with welcome, prayer, music and faith.  The 
young adults served with grace and precision in the Mass, as 
greeters, musicians, lectors, ushers and dispensers of ashes  
on a day we draw our attention to our mortality.

“Someday we are all going to die. We live day by day by God’s 
mercy. God mixes in a little disappointment; some suffering,” 
Bishop Barber said in his homily. “We are on a journey and the 
Lord does not want us to lie down and rest. We keep moving. … 
Keep your eyes fixed on the goal.” 

Bishop Barber brought an added 
presence to the Mass:  
a relic of St. John Henry New-
man, for whom the Newman  
Centers are named. 
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You Are Invited to Join a 
PILGRIMAGE!

Walk in the Footsteps of Saint Paul
SEPTEMBER 22 - OCTOBER 2, 2023

Spiritual Guide -  
Fr. Richard Mangini
VISIT ATHENS,Thessaloniki, Kavala, 
Philippi, Meteora, & Ancient Corinth, 
Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos, Crete  
Santorini (12 days)

$4699 BOOK ONLINE 

Italy and Medjugorje Pilgrimage
OCTOBER 16- 26, 2023

Spiritual Guide- Fr. Jimmy  
Macalinao & Fr. Ryan Dellota
VISIT ROME, Assisi, Dubrovnik, 
Medjugorje, Florence, Pompeii and 
more! (11 days)

$4399 BOOK ONLINE  

www.bit.ly/SaintPaul2023

www.bit.ly/Macalinao

TRAVEL WITH LOCAL BAY AREA PRIESTS

For more info: 
Belinda@APilgrimsJourney.com or 724-679-7450 or  

GROUPS@Perillotours.com 1-855-784-7687
Download brochure and book online

www.APilgrimsJourney.com

Now is the time to fulfill your dream!

The Holy Land – plus Jordan option  
JANUARY 19-29, 2024

Spiritual Guide- Fr. Mark Wiesner
VISIT JERUSALEM, Bethlehem, 
Galilee, Dead Sea, Nazareth, Cana 
and much more! (11 days) Also visit 
Jordan, inc. Petra, Jerash, etc.   
(Return Jan. 31)

$4299 BOOK ONLINE  
www.bit.ly/Holyland2024

Honor Our Lady of 
Guadalupe - travel to 

Mexico City!
COMING MARCH 2024

Spiritual Guide- Fr. Richard Mangini
Email Belinda@APilgrimsJourney.

com for details.
Catholic CAMINO

APRIL 17-27, 2024
Spiritual Guide- Fr. D.J. Egan
Walk from Sarria to Santiago de 
Compostela! Also visit Madrid,  
Fatima and Lisbon! (11 days)

$4299 BOOK ONLINE  
www.bit.ly/Camino2024

Pilgrimages include flights, select hotels, bus,  
touring, breakfasts/dinners, daily Mass, full-time  
English-speaking tour manager, international taxes  
and current fuel surcharges.

SCAN ME!



STUDENTS 
HELPING 
STUDENTS
C O U R T E S Y  P H O T O S

F E A T U R E

Jacob Dartez, Jason Haberstroh, GianLuca Deneroff, Jack Suryan and Hayden Barnes, who have been classmates at St. Isidore School and De La Salle High School, 
have joined together on a service project as they prepare for their confirmation at St. Isidore Parish. They are raising funds to create a named scholarship for FACE, 
Family Aid-Catholic Education. 

Father Candelario 
Jimenez, parochial  
vicar of St. Isidore 
Parish in Danville,  

joins the young FACE 
supporters outside 
St. Isidore Church.

J A C O B  D A R T E Z  I S  P R E P A R I N G  F O R  H I S 
C O N F I R M A T I O N  A T  S T.  I S I D O R E  P A R I S H .  
A  S E R V I C E  P R O J E C T  I S  PA R T  O F  T H E  J O U R N E Y 
T O W A R D  R E C E P T I O N  O F  T H E  S A C R A M E N T.

When your grandmother is Terri Porter, director of Family 
Aid - Catholic Education, you might ask her for a suggestion. 

Jacob asked her what he might do to assist FACE, which 
granted financial assistance to 584 students in the 2022-23 
school year. The waiting list stands at 500 eligible students. 

Jacob and four of his confirmation classmates accepted  
a challenge from Terri: Raise funds to create a named  
scholarship. 

Jacob, along with Jason Haberstroh, GianLuca Deneroff, 
Jack Suryan and Hayden Barnes, classmates at De La Salle 
High School, have joined together to raise not one but two 
scholarships – one for an elementary school student and one 
for a high school student. They’ve named their scholarship 
Students Helping Students.

They reached out to fellow parishioners at their Danville 
parish, and received permission to tell their story at nearby 
parishes as well.

If you’d like to contribute to FACE through Students Helping 
Students, use the QR code or send a check to Family Aid Cath-
olic Education, 2121 Harrison St. Suite 100, Oakland CA 94612.  
Please note Students Helping Students in the memo line. 

We’ll follow their success in a  
future story in The	Catholic	Voice.
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Terri Porter, center, director of FACE, Family Aid-Catholic Education,  
who is Jacob’s grandmother, showed her support for the students.

The young men 
met their fellow 
parishioners to 
ask them to join 
them in support-
ing financial as-
sistance for fami-
lies that want 
their children to 
have a Catholic 
education. 



The lasting 
influence of 
Benedict XVI
B Y  R O D N E Y  E S P E R A N Z A 

“Jesus, I love you.” These reportedly were the last words 
uttered by the Pontiff Emeritus Benedict XVI as he 
passed to eternal life on December 31, 2022. The 
existence and purpose of a man so accomplished in the 
intellectual sphere was distilled in this simple phrase – 
acknowledging his Creator, his Lord, his Redeemer. 

I write this reflection to complete a personal circle that be-
gan on May 1, 2010, in Turin, Italy when the Holy Father 
passed by me in the Popemobile en route to the Shroud 
exhibition and Papal Mass. Now, 12½ years later, he who 

venerated the image of the Crucified One ended his earthly 
journey completely entrusted to the One who is Risen. When 
the schedules for his lying-in-state and Funeral Mass were 
announced on New Year’s Day, I hastily arranged a journey to 
Rome to join the faithful in praying for his soul and to honor his 
beautiful legacy of love through his scholarship and teaching.

The Lord said to them, “let us go to the other towns and 
preach to them for I came for this.” (Mark 1:38) 

By happy coincidence, my fellow passenger on the flight 
from San Francisco was a priest with whom I was 
well acquainted. This friend was inspired to pay 
his respects because of the lasting influence that 
Joseph Ratzinger made on his vocation – years ago 
he had grown to see it primarily as a functional 
role in service to the people. It was the then-Cardi-
nal’s 1995 document, Life and Ministry of Priests 
that reawakened in him the essence of the priest-
hood, which is permeated by the Paschal Sacrifice 
of Christ. In it contained a saying from St. Charles 
Borromeo, which caused my friend to change his 

attitude on how he ministers:
“When you administer the sacraments, meditate on what you 

are doing. If you celebrate Mass, meditate on what it is you are 
offering. If you recite the psalms in choir, meditate on whom 
you are speaking to and what you are saying to him. If you guide 
souls, meditate on whose blood has washed them....”

The majority in attendance in St. Peter’s Square for the Re-
quiem Mass would not have read many, if any, of the treatises, 
encyclicals and works produced by Cardinal Ratzinger/Pope 
Benedict during the last half of the 20th century and first de-
cade of the 21st, for which he is recognized as a theological gi-

ant. Yet the spectrum of people paying their respects – from royalty 
to wage earners, local Romans to travelers from far flung continents 
– were spurred on by this man whose main motivation was to teach 
of Jesus and the truth and beauty of His Church. How opportune 
that the chilly mist of that morning gave way to illuminating sun-
shine – relativism’s metaphoric fog clearing for the celebration of life 
of one of its most vociferous opponents. 

“Someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want 
to go.”(Jn 21:18) My seat neighbor during the Mass was a longtime 
officer with one of the foreign consulates in Vatican City. She re-
marked whereas John Paul II and Francis made gregarious efforts 
to personally connect with every staff member, Pope Benedict in 
his own refreshing way would cordially but briefly acknowledge the 
person and their role in the diplomatic operations. Lacking pretense, 
his reserved nature would not permit any excessive banter within 
a packed schedule. Such was his fate to become the Vicar of Christ, 
despite his wish to retire as a cardinal and pursue further studies, 
with the hope of spending his final years with his beloved older 
brother. Providentially, his almost eight years on the Chair of Peter 
shined a light on his prior intellectual output with the bonus of his 
weekly catechesis given in the general audiences. Thanks be to God 
for the gift of his papacy. Eternal reward grant unto him, O Lord. 
Pope Benedict, we are grateful to you for feeding the sheep and we 
pray for your intercession – Doctor, subito! 

Rodney Esperanza is a parishioner at the Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland. 

 R E F L E C T I O N

T H E  L O R D  S A I D 
T O  T H E M ,  ‘ L E T 
U S  G O  T O  T H E 
O T H E R  T O W N S 
A N D  P R E A C H 
T O  T H E M  F O R  I 
C A M E  F O R  T H I S . ’ ” 
( M A R K  1 : 3 8 ) 
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P H O T O S  BY  C H U C K  D E C K E R T

 ‘A sacred,  
 consecrated 
 place’

 

O n the last day of January, 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, 
SJ  blessed two new areas 
at St. Joseph Cemetery 

in San Pablo. At the new St. Toribio 
Romo  section, Bishop Barber, assisted 
by Deacon Tony Santos, walked the 
perimeter and blessed the grounds 
that will hold 197 gravesites. Kindlen 
Robles, director of Catholic Cemeteries 
and Funeral Services for the Diocese 
of Oakland, led a procession a short 
distance to the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Mausoleum, where the bishop blessed 
the crypts.  Vincentians from Contra 
Costa County joined the staff of the 
cemetery in the ceremony.  

“When we are buried, we are only 
placed here temporarily to await the 
resurrection of the dead. And that we 
believe with our whole heart; that’s 
why we are Christians, why we are 
Catholics,” Bishop Barber said in his 
homily at the blessing service. “Jesus 
has promised to come and take us, so  
that where He is, we may also be.” 

T H E  C E M E T E R Y,   T H E  M A U S O L E U M , 

I S  A  P L A C E  T H AT  I S  S A C R E D 

B E C A U S E  W E  C O M E  H E R E  T O  P R AY 

F O R  T H E  S O U L S  O F  T H E  D E A D .  … 

W E  K N O W  W E  H AV E  A  R E S T I N G 

P L A C E  I N  H E AV E N  P R E PA R E D  

F O R  U S .   U N T I L  W E  A R E  C A L L E D 

T O  G O  T H E R E  O N  T H E  L A S T  D AY, 

W E  N E E D  A  S A C R E D ,  C O N S E C R AT E D  

P L A C E  T O  P L A C E  O U R  L O V E D  O N E S 

W H E R E  W E  C A N  C O M E  T O  H O N O R 

T H E I R  M E M O R Y. ”

 B L E S S I N G S
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O F F I C I A L 	 S C H E D U L E

F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  B I S H O P

APRIL 2

11 a.m.
Palm Sunday Mass,  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

 

APRIL 4

11 a.m.
Chrism Mass,  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

Luncheon for Priests 

APRIL 6

7 p.m. 
In Coena Domini Mass on Holy Thursday, 
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

Followed by Adoration in the Altar of 
Repose

APRIL 7

12 noon
Ecumenical Good Friday Service,  
City Hall Plaza, Oakland

3 p.m.
Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord,  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

 

APRIL 8

8 p.m.
Easter Vigil,  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

 

APRIL 9

11 a.m.    
Solemn Easter Sunday Mass,  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

 

APRIL 17

Easter Mass with the Inmates,  
Santa Rita Jail, Dublin

APRIL 18

12:10 p.m.  
Eighth Grade Day Mass (Group 1)  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

APRIL 19

12:10 p.m.  
Eighth Grade Day Mass (Group 2)  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

5 p.m.     
Mass and Rite of Candidacy,  
St. Patrick’s Seminary and University, 
Menlo Park
 

APRIL 20

10 a.m.     
Priest Personnel Board Meeting

1 p.m.     
Presbyteral Council Meeting

 

APRIL 21

Eucharistic Revival Bishops  
Advisory Meeting

5 p.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
St. Anne Church, Byron

 

APRIL 22

11 a.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Brentwood

4:30 p.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
St. Rose of Lima, Crockett

6 p.m.     
The Cloisters Gala with the Dominican 
Friars, Priory of St. Albert the Great, 
Oakland

APRIL 23

11 a.m.     
Mass and profession of Vows for  
Sister Maria Lucis McNamara,  
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland

5 p.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
Saint Mary’s College, Moraga

APRIL 24 and 25

Spring Meeting with  
California Catholic Conference  
of Bishops, Sacramento 

 

APRIL 27

10:30 a.m.     
College of Consultors Meeting

 

APRIL 28

6 p.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
Corpus Christi Parish, Fremont

 

APRIL 29

11 a.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
St. Anne Church, Union City

2 p.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation,  
Church of the Transfiguration, 
Castro Valley

 

APRIL 30

11 a.m.     
Mass for Good Shepherd  
Feast Day, Church of the  
Good Shepherd, Pittsburg

2:30 p.m.     
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation (Group 1), 
St. Isidore Parish, Danville

5 p.m. 
Mass and celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation (Group 2), 
St. Isidore Parish, Danville
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Remembering those who we have laid to rest in our  
Catholic Cemeteries during the month of Jan. 2023.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
OUR VIRTUAL MASS

WHEN:
April 1, 2023, 11 a.m.

WHERE:
https://1977-Catholic-Funeral-
and-Cemetery-Services.
livecontrol.tv/5153c4d7 

 HOLY SEPULCHRE
Grace Alfaro
Geronima Aninon
Jesse Aramda
Pascual Astrero
Linda Jeanette Bond
Father Vincent Brylka
Ramon Calvillo
Angel Campos-Leon
Maria Cardenas
Hsaid Chang
Joan Cather
Esperanza Chong
James Churchwell
Marie Clifford
Marie Correa
Gilbert Cortez
Gilbert Cortez Jr
Patricia Cronin
Alexander and Xander 
  Curi Vega 
Carmen Davenport
Dolores Davi
Maria DeAnda
Chris Delarosa
Fernando Diaz-Martinez
Helena Dinis-Miguel
Jeannine Duckworth
Dante Evangelista
Jorge Figueroa
Eugene Finley
Vicente Flores Perez
Rosendo Gamez
Dennis Gigli
Leroy Gigli
Esperanza Gonzalez
Henrietta Gurule
Dolly Hernandez
Josephine Hernandez
Delores Homer
Gloria Jimenez
Loretta Johnson
Senecio Jose
Mary Kanzler
Tjwan Kho
Marguerite Kirk
Maria Kronheimer
Elizapeta Leger-Feao 
Carlos Leonardo
Bruno Marcheschi
Timothy Maselli
Rosario Mationg
Evon Mesa
Anita Monson
Maximo Navarro
Henry Navarrette
Hermelo Ojeda
Joan Frances Ortega
Betty Ann Pacheco
Lorraine Pagni

Gerald Delmar Pea
Carmen Pena
Dorothy Perata
James Phidham
Eugenio Resngit
Anita Rivera Sacramento
Federico Rodriguez
Joseph Rogers
Inez Rose
Florencio Sanchez
Lucilia Sanchez
Ramiro Sanchez
Ines Sherwood
Ernest Silva
Bette Silva
Ida Silva
Leslie Simas
Mayra Sinsel
Norberto Sousa
Douglas Storm
Marie Thomas Smith
Conception Velasco

 QUEEN OF HEAVEN
William Banducci 
Luis Buitrago 
Billie Buzzini 
Dan Concepcion 
Marie Cooper 
Ramon Crusit 
Myra Cummins 
Don Davis 
Patricia Dickson 
Alonzo Duenas 
Hadley Facemire 
Nina Ferrando 
Elaine Franke 
Carl Franke 
Elise Gallo 
Anita Gatti 
Josefina Gil De Silva 
Jesus Gomez 
Destiny Gonzalez 
Vinder Hammond 
Marcella Hatch 
Brenda Hibel 
Harry Hum 
Rex Johnston 
Helen Kario 
Keith Kelly
John Kopas 
Carroll Labarthe 
Allen Lakeman 
Bang Luu 
Gioi Nguyen 
Kieko McGowan 
Lloyd Miglio Sr. 
Gerald Petrone 
Dora Prophet 
Gregory Prophet 

Brigid Rehme 
Wilfrid Roberge 
Fred Rossetti 
Steven Roullier 
Roksana Safaire 
Jovita Sandoval 
Leo Smith 
Nina Smith 
Virginia Sullivan 
Phyllis Tomasich 
Robert Van Slambrook 
Timothy Walsh 
Frances Walsh 
Teresa West 
Maryanne Zorich 
Sandro Sandri

 HOLY CROSS
Alfred Arroyos 
Jon Anthony Balocco 
Pacita Marilyn Bonifacio 
Lidia Carrion 
Loyd Don Elmore 
Christopher Ibay Ignacio  
Reginald Langford Hunter  
Reginald Langford Sr.   
Maurice Joseph Lynch   
Feliberto Mendoza Marquez   
Joseph Martin Nowak   
Eulogia S. Oseguera   
Shari Lynn Palladino Ouimet 
Eleuterio L. Pascual 
Phyllis Dianne Perez 
Angel Marie Ramirez 
Elizabeth Reeves 
Jose Ruben Reyes Gonzalez 
Carlos Rodriguez 
Francisco Romero 
Benjamin Joseph Rosalez 
Jorge Luis Silva Zamora 
Manuel R. Tovar 
Jeanette May Walls 
Michael Norman Wells 

 ST. JOSEPH
Ana Abitia 
Martha I. Baltodano 
Christares Bonner 
Graciela Cervantes 
Oy Charyasith 
Raymond M. Cordova 
Segundina De Leon 
Adela Delgado 
Shirley F. Eaton 
Joseph Folger 
Steven J. Forsythe 
Honorio Gonzalez 
Rosario B. Guiang 
Blanca Hernandez 
Carmel Higgins 

Rizalina Lisowski 
Juana Magana 
Ramon A. Martinez 
Steven Martinez 
Shirley Mcfarland 
Francis X. Mondragon 
Flora Orsi 
Alfredo Pereira 
Pablo P. Pulido 
Jose Recinos 
Michael Rinna 
William Roberson Jr. 
Carlos E. Romero Gomez 
Jonathan H. Santos 
Allen Souriounmaya 
William A. Valli 
Reina I. Velasquez 
Vornh Vicky Vilaysouk 

 ST. MICHAEL
Anthony J. Escalona
Antoinette Durden
Claudia Theresa Pidoli 
Quiniones Acosta Zamora
 

 ST. AUGUSTINE
Maria Salome Horner
Mary C. Schmitt
Dennis R. Hagberg
Shun Man Ting
Maria Remedios Gutierrez Bravo 

 ST. MARY
Lourdes Buenavista 
Maximilian Carranza 
Dolores Casanares 
Guillermo Cazarez 
Arturo Contreras 
Joel Estrada 
Gloria Flores 
Betty Hernandez-Almanza 
Marie Johnson 
Isidora Lazo 
Juan Martinez 
Patricia McCurdy 
Kathleen McKeown 
Linda Moreno 
Mary Murphy 
Melanie Polos 
Cesar Reyna 
Gary Rinehart 
Lorraine Sanderson 
Michelle Selvamani-Johnson 

 CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST  
THE LIGHT 
Mely Busch 
Cheryl Ann Lang 



Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland
2121 Harrison St #100
Oakland, CA 94612

Please support the 2023 
Bishop’s Ministries Appeal
A L L  F U N D S  R A I S E D  H E L P  S U P P O R T  T H E  W O R K  A N D  V I TA L 

M I N I S T R I E S  P R O V I D E D  T O  T H E  PA R I S H E S  A N  FA I T H F U L  O F 

T H E  D I O C E S E  O F  O A K L A N D .

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 

doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 teaching them to observe all that have commanded you. And behold, I am  

with you always, to the end of the age.” (MT28:16-20)

www.oakdiocese.org/bishops-ministries-appeal


