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Monday, December 5

ST. AMROSE CHURCH
HOUSTON, TEXAS
Massec
th Weck
8:00AM Angie Boethel
Tuesday, December 6
8:00AM James Lenahan, IV

Wednesday, December 7
8:00AM Tuong Vu

Vigil Mass for the Inmaculate Conception

7:00PM(Spanish) Alice and Tony Korenek
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Thursday, December 8

8:00AM(English) Pauline Morin
12:00 Noon(English) Billie Bilski
7:00PM(English) Mary McGibbney

Friday, December 9
8:00AM James L. Davis, Jr.
Saturday, December 10
8:00AM Marian Stankovich
5:00PM Jorge Nunez
Sunday,December 11
8:00AM James Lenahan, IV
10:00AM Toni Cali
12:00Noon(Spanish) Helen Leslie
5:00PM(English) Pauline Hutchings

ST. AMBROSE CHURCH IS PARTICIPATING IN A
VOCATION CROSS PROGRAM

We pray for all who generously share in Church ministry, in
particular for sisters, brothers, priests and deacons.

The Spirit is calling men and women and preparing boys and girls from
our day school and CCE program to serve in the Church. May our prayer
for vocations inspire all of us to listen attentively to the call of God’s
Spirit and respond with generous hearts.

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS — Let us know your
willingness to take a Vocation Cross home for one week and pray
for vocations.

During the month of December, the following are finding
volunteers:

Carole Nunez Saturdays 5:00 Mass
Isabel Hernandez Sundays 8:00 Mass
Mike Zientek Sundays 10:00 Mass

You may also call Sister Charline at 713-858-1613 for any
questions that you may have.

Father will present you with the Vocation Cross and prayers at the
Mass you are assigned. At the end of your week, return the
Vocation Cross and prayers to one of the ushers BEFORE Mass
begins.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
The Mass Schedule for the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception is as follows:

Wednesday , December 7 — Vigil Mass — Spanish
7:00PM

Thursday, December 8
8:00AM - 12:00Noon — 7:00PM — All English

The Immaculate Conception is a Roman Catholic dogma that asserts
that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was preserved by God from the stain of
original sin at the time of her conception. Specifically, the dogma says
Mary was not afflicted by the lack of sanctifying grace that distresses
humankind, but was instead filled with grace by God, and furthermore
lived a life completely free from sin.

PENANCE SERVICE — our Parish Penance Service will be on

Tuesday, December 13, at 7:00PM. You and your family are invited to
come and prepare yourself for the coming of the Lord.

ARTS AND CRAFTS SALE

Before and after the Masses
Saturday, December 17 and Sunday, December 18
Narthex and Room A

Angels, baby items, crocheted and knitted items, jewelry, ornaments,
pillows, snowmen, table linens, wreaths, and more

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL SISTER CHARLINE AT 713-858-1613.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS - If you would like to make a
donation to help defray the cost of decorating the church at
Christmas in memory of a loved one, you may do so. Christmas
Flower envelopes will be at the back of the church. Please use
these only as a donation for flowers and not as your regular
tithe envelope.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - The Parish Office will be
closed on Thursday, December 8, because of the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception.
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Please remember in your prayers the repose of the soul of David Ogle
who passed away. Pray for the peace and comfort of his loved ones.
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Please remember the following who have asked for our prayers: Maria
Isabel Araujo, Tammy Babineck, Catherine Bargers, Laverne Borora, Jesus
Calvillo Jr., John Culver, Albina Diehl, Ava Hamilton, Alice Hernandez,
Henry Kopycinski, Ellen Marinucci, Robert McCullough, Jr., Jack Moore,
Pearley Nelson, Peter and Nina Peropoulous, Ora Nell Petrash, Cathy
Tullo, Araceli Rocha, Sammy Romano, Sophia Romano, Christopher
Sarchet, Marjie Waltmon, David Zaborowski, and Raul Zamarripa. .

Let us pray for all those who have given their life for our freedom and for those
who are serving in our military at home and abroad and especially the following:
Victor J. Broussard, Peter Zachary Carroll, Samuel Castillo, Brandon Cook, Matthew
Cook, Master Sgt., Dean Crawford, Robert Freedman, Olivia Garza, Matthew Grissom,
Timothy Groh, Lee Anthony Guerrero, Andrew S. Gutierrez, Christopher Hernandez,
Lucas Hernandez Matthew Hernandez, Mia Hernandez, Sean Dietrich
Hrncir, Samuel Dylan Hrncir, Captain Mary Hrynyk, Captain Jason Hrynyk,
Anthony Handy, Ivan Ibabao, Elizabeth Grassmann I|babao, Robert
Marquez, Jr., Captain Andrew Locke, Daniel Martinez, John Martinez, Major
Kelly McGovern, Gamaliel Nava, Tony Noser, Dominic Patronella, Jeremy
Redman, Captain Jonathan Reed, Casey Rogers, Daniel Salinas, The
Smith Family, Oscar Sicola, Mertie St. Pierre, Adam M. Styers, and James
Andrew Tammaro.

LET US MEET FOR A MEAL - widows and widowers are

invited to meet today, December 4, at Demeris Bar-B-Que, 1702 West Loop
North at 2:00PM. On Sunday, December 11, we will meet at Spaghetti
Western, 1951 T. C. Jester. For more information call Sister Charline at
713-858-1613 or just show up!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Attention Ladies of St. Ambrose — Cenacle Silent Lenten
Retreat — Once again our parish ladies are invited to attend a
retreat at the Cenacle Retreat House, 420 N. Kirkwood, just off the
Katy Freeway in on March 10-12, 2017. The days are scheduled
with conferences with our retreat master.

Don’t miss a truly wonderful weekend. Transportation will be
arranged. Call Juana Sandoval for more information or answers
for any questions which you may have at 713-688-0702.

A VOCATION VIEW

Jesus teaches us to live optimistically. If it weren’t for the peak
experiences of love, the smallest and sometimes big miracles in our lives,
we could despair. Thank God our doubts of faith ultimately strengthen
our love. Pray for your vocation.

St. AMBROSE CATHOLIC CHURCH
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE MASS

Come and sing or play an instrument with the Children’s Choir at our
Christmas Eve Concert Mass. Join the fun in singing some of our favorite
Christmas Carols. Ages 9 to 18 years are invited to participate. Also,
parents are welcomed to join their children. Soloist opportunities for singers
and instrumentalists also available.

This is your opportunity to be a part of our Children’s Christmas Choir. We
are taking extra youth and families to participate for Christmas music.

For more information about rehearsal schedule, please contact St. Ambrose
Music Director, Mrs. Stevens, at 281-440-4445.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS ---CCE classes have
resumed. If you have any question regarding CCE classes for your
child, please call the Religious Education Office at 713-686-3857.
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Readings for the Week of
DECEMBER 4, 2016
Sunday Second Sunday of Advent
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12
Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;
Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday Saint Nicholas, Bishop
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2,3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13;
Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday  Saint Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Friday Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Is 48:17-19; Ps:1:1-2,3,4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10;
Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11
Mt 7:21, 24-27

POPE FRANCIS, Mercy from the Manger, is a pamphlet

with encouragement and daily prayers for Advent. Copies of this
booklet are in the narthex of the Church for $1.00 each.
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ST. AMBROSE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
St. Ambrose Catholic School is Pre-K3-8" Grade and has an Early
Childhood Center for infants to two years of age. We are located at
4213 Mangum Road, Houston, Texas 77092. For more information
call 713-686-6990.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CELEBRATION wil

be held at St. Ambrose on December 11 and 12. On Sunday, December
11, we will have Matachines at 11:15PM. From 11:30PM until 12:30AM we
will have Mananitas with Mariachis Aguila of Houston.

On Monday, December 12, procession will begin at 6:30PM and Solemn
Mass at 7:00PM in Spanish. Everyone is invited to attend.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is
every Wednesday after the 8:00AM Mass in the Chapel.

GIFTS FOR GOD
(November 27, 2017)

Offertory Envelopes $ 6,527.00
Loose Checks $ 3,465.18
Mail —Ins $  430.00

Total $10,422.18

Thank you for your generosity.

Finance Council

BINGO will be held on Tuesday, December 6, at 7:15PM in the
auditorium. We will be calling One (1) Bonus Ball Number. Bring your
friends and neighbors for an evening of fun and camaraderie.

REMINDER — No Bingo on December 20 or December 27. Bingo will
resume on January 3, 2017.

Each year the office of St. Vincent de Paul Society distributes Christmas
gifts to boys and girls, as well as senior men and women. These gifts are
generously provided by the St. Ambrose parish and community.

We are again asking for your generosity this year. St. Vincent De Paul is
collecting Christmas gifts for the needy children and the seniors in our
community. Please stop by the Advent Tree in the Narthex of the church
and take an ornament. They are marked Boy/Girl with age. Please return
all gifts by December 18.

We are truly grateful for your charitable support and contributions
throughout the year. We know it is a tight schedule this year, but with
your help we can pull it off.

May you and your families be blessed during this Christmas holiday and
the coming New Year.

Merry Christmas,
St. Vincent de Paul Society

St. Vincent De Paul collected food for 35 families for Thanksgiving this
year. Thanks to all who donated Food cards. We greatly appreciate the
support from Bea Ledbetter and the SAS Beta Club!

PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED PERSONS

GOD OUR FATHER, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in
your Son’s Kingdom as sisters, brothers, religious priests, consecrated
virgins, and hermits, as well as members of Secular Institutes. Renew their
knowledge and love of you, and send your Holy Spirit to help them respond
generously and courageously to your will.

We ask this through our LORD Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
Christmas Eve, December 24

4:00PM Youth Choral
5:00PM Children’s Mass (English)
7:00PM Spanish Mass
9:00PM Carols
10:00PM English Mass

Christmas Day, December 25
8:00AM(English) 10:00AM(English))
12:00Noon(Spanish)

ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS

The monthly meeting of the Altar Society will be on Wednesday, December
7, in the auditorium. This will be our Christmas Party with the Men’s Club.
Happy Hour begins at 6:00PM and dinner will begin at 7:00PM.

Christmas is near! Time to si§n up for the Christmas
Pageant. All children who would like to be part of the
Christmas Eve 5:00PM Mass, please call Betty Smaistrla at
713-688-6479. We need shepherds, angels, stars, etc.

Practice will be Christmas Eve morning, December 24, at
10:00AM.

THE NATIVITY

The Nativity, a_ Christmas play, will be held on Sunday, December
18, 2016, at 7:00PM (doors open at 6:00PM) at the Catholic
Charismatic Center, 1919 Cullen Blvd., Houston. Admission is free.
All are invited to attend. Call 713-236-9977 for more information or

go to www.cccgh.com.
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Domingo 4 de Diciembre 2016

2do. Domingo de Adviento

Isaias 11,1-10: Juzgara a los pobres con justicia
Salmo 71: En sus dias florecer la justicia y brillara la paz
Romanos 15,4-9: Mantengamos la esperanza que infunden
las Escrituras

Mateo 3,1-12: Se present6 Juan Bautista en el desierto
predicando

El adviento es, por antonomasia, el tiempo litargico de
la esperanza. Y la esperanza es la «virtud» (la virtus, la
fuerza) de la Utopia, la fuerza que la Utopia provoca, crea en
nosotros para esperar contra toda esperanza. Adviento es por
eso un tiempo adecuado para reflexionar sobre esta dimension
utopica esencial del cristianismo, y un tiempo para examinar
si con el paso del tiempo nuestro cristianismo tal vez olvido
su esencia, tal vez arrincond tanto la utopia como la
esperanza.

El evangelio de Mateo nos presenta a Juan Bautista
pidiendo a sus coetaneos la conversion, «porque el reinado de
Dios [reinado “de los cielos” dirA Mateo, con el pudor
reverencial judio que evita «tomar el nombre de Dios en vano»]
esta cerca». En aquellos tiempos de mentalidad pre cientifica y
apocaliptica, la propension a imaginar futuras irrupciones del
cielo o del infierno servia para mover a las masas. Hoy, con una
vision radicalmente distinta sobre la plausibilidad de tales
expectativas apocalipticas, la argumentacion de Juan Bautista
ya no sirve, resulta increible para la mayor parte de nuestros
contemporaneos. No es que hayamos de cambiar (que hayamos
de convertirnos) «porque el reino de Dios estd cerca», sino
exactamente al revés: el Reino de Dios puede estar cerca
porque (y en la medida en que) decidimos cambiar nosotros
(convertirnos), y es con ello como cambiamos este mundo... Ya
no estamos en tiempos de apocalipsis (una irrupcién venida de
fuera y de arriba), sino de praxis histérica de transformacion del
mundo y de su historia (una transformacion venida de abajo y
desde dentro). El reinado de Dios -la Utopia, para decirlo con
un lenguaje mas amplio e interreligioso- no es ni puede ser
objeto de «espera» (como ante algo que sucedera al margen de
nosotros), sino de «esperanza» (la desinencia «anza» expresa
ese matiz de actividad enddgena). La esperanza es esa actitud
que consiste en «desear provocando», desear ardientemente una
realidad todavia «u-topica», tratando de hacerla «tdpica»,
presente en el «topos», en el lugar y en el tiempo, aqui y ahora,
en la Tierra, no en el cielo futuro.

Insistimos: otras religiosidades discurren por otro tipo de
experiencia de lo sagrado -y ello no es malo, es muy bueno, y
es muestra de la pluriformidad de la religiosidad—, pero la
vivencia espiritual especificamente judeocristiana es esta
esperanza activa historico-utépica comprometida. En este
Adviento podriamos hacer de esto una materia de reflexion y
examen.

Por cierto, la segunda lectura, de la carta a los romanos,
coincide curiosamente con este mismo enfoque esencial:
«Todas las antiguas Escrituras se escribieron para ensefianza

nuestra, de modo que entre nuestra paciencia y el consuelo que
dan las Escrituras mantengamos la esperanza»... Mantener la
«esperanza», mantener esa tensién de compromiso histérico-
utopico es el objetivo de las Escrituras (por cierto, de «todas las
Escrituras», no solo de la Biblia...). Es decir: las Escrituras
fueron escritas para eso. No para fines piadosos, para fines
estrictamente transcendentes o sobrenaturales... sino «para
mantenernos en la esperanza», por tanto, para comprometernos
en la historia, para encontrar lo divino en lo humano, el Futuro
absoluto en el futuro histérico y contingente. Cualquier
utilizacion biblica que nos encierre dentro de la Biblia misma,
nos separe de la vida o nos haga olvidar el compromiso
histérico de construir apasionadamente la Utopia en esta tierra,

sera un uso malversado —o incluso perverso— de la Biblia.
Con la colaboracion de Servicio Biblico Latinoamericano

Horario de Servicios
Lunes a Sabado
8:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
Miércoles
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
ler. Viernes del Mes
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
Sabado
5:00 p.m. Misa en Ingles
Domingo
8:00 y 10:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
12:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
5:00 p.m. Misa de Jévenes
Miércoles
Exposicién del Santisimo 8:30 a.m. a 6:45 p.m.
Rosario en Espafiol 10:00 a.m.
Oracién de la Divina Misericordia 3:00 p.m.
Confesiones
Miércoles de 6:00 a 6:45 p.m.
Sdbado de 3:30 a 4:30 p.m.

Solemnidad de la Inmaculada
Concepcion

Miércoles, 7 de Diciembre
7:00 p.m. Espanol

Jueves, 8 de Diciembre
8:00 a.m., 12:00 mediodia y
7:00 p.m. Ingles

Misa de Jovenes

La misa es a las 5:00 p.m.

lery 3er domingo en espafiol

2do y 4to domingo en Inglés

5to domingo del mes sera bilinglie
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#77# Te invitamos a rezar el Santo Rosario
5 } en la iglesia cada domingo a las
T . 11:30 am. para prepararnos a celebrar

M la Santa Eucaristia.
Adoracién ante el i
Santisimo Sacramento f{

Oracion y meditaciéon ante el Santisimo Sacramento son dos
maneras de ofrecer a Dios. Usted puede pedir por sus
necesidades o las de sus seres queridos, reflexionar en su
palabra o solamente acompaiiarle. El realmente quiere verte.

La Exposicién son todos los miércoles después de la misa de
8:00 a.m. hasta las 6:45 p.m. en la capilla. Seguido de la misa en

espafiol a las 6:30 p.m.

Oremos por las intenciones del
papa Francisco durante el mes
de Diciembre

Universal: Nifios soldados
Para que en ninguna parte del mundo existan nifios soldados.
Por la evangelizacion: Pueblos de Europa
Para que los pueblos de Europa redescubran la belleza, la bondad
y la verdad del evangelio que dan alegria y esperanza a la vida.

“guwim a @ por fa QOlaa.”

Iglesia de San Ambrosio
Sédbado, 10 de Diciembre de 7:00 — 10:00 p.m.
Los fondos seran para el ministerio de

Toma mi MANO No mi VIDA
Donacién $ 10.00
Para mas informacién llame a Cecilia al 832-876-5055

Reemeitiation

CONFESIONES
Nuestro servicio penitencial de adviento sera el
Martes 13 de Diciembre a las 7:00 P.M.
Haga planes para reconciliarse con Dios, con la Iglesia y
con todos por medio del Sacramento del Perdon y Sanacion

Celebraciones de la
Virgen de Guadalupe

Domingo 11 de Diciembre
Mafianitas a la Virgen

11:00 p.m. se abren a las puertas
11:15 p.m Matachines

11:30 p.m — 12:30 a.m Mafanitas
Lunes 12 de diciembre
Procesion 6:30 pm
Acomparfiados con Mariachis
Misa Solemne 7:00 p.m
Recepcion después de la misa

Espiritual.
D

TALLERES DE ORACION Y VIDA

APRENDE A ORAR PARA APRENDER A VIVIR
Fundador: Padre Ignacio Larrafiaga

Por medio de un complejo extremado de meditaciones sobre la
palabra, oracién intensiva, reflexion comunitaria y ejercicios de
silenciamientos iras superando paso a paso el mundo interior de
angustias, ansiedades y tristezas.

Como efecto de una vivencia profunda de la fe y del abandono,
irds inundandote de una profunda paz.

Este taller es gratis el cual consta de 15 sesiones y dard inicio el
Lunes 6 de Febrero del 2017 de 7:00 a 9:00 p.m. para mas
informacion llame a Griselda Blanco al 713-409-2825

BAUTIZOS
o' -
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Los bautizos son el domingo después de la
Misa de 12:00 p.m
Las fechas de los bautizos son las siguientes:
18 de Diciembre

Necesita llenar la forma de registro y entregarla con una copia
del certificado de nacimiento del bebé. Los papas y los
padrinos deben tomar las clases para bautizos.

Clases para bautizos:
Las clases para bautizos son el primero y segundo martes del
mes de 7:00 a2 9:00 p.m. en el salén A
Las siguientes clases para bautizos son:

Diciembre 6 & 13,2016

Necesitamos de su ayuda Se ofrece comida a la familia que
ha perdido un ser querido después de su funeral. Si a usted le
gustaria ayudar en este Ministerio favor de comunicarse con la
Hna. Charline 713-682-2242 0 email charlineschi@peoplepc.com
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FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR
Sunday Masses, special Archdiocesan Liturgies, and

other services and celebrations. Anyone with an interest in Music
or Singing is encouraged to join one of the choirs briefly outlined below. For
more information, please contact Veronica Stevens, Music Director, at
281-440-4445, or visit with her after any weekend Mass.
CHORALE, Saturday evening Mass at 5:00PM
Contact VVeronica Stevens at 281-440-4445

FAMILY CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 8:00AM
Contact Bob Korst at 3-688-0046

LITURGICAL CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 10:00AM
Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445

SPANISH CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 12:00Noon
Contact Alpha Omega Cruz— 281-808-3430

REMINDER - our Church Is A No Cologne/Perfume Zone -
Please help us provide a comfortable worship space for all who are
attending Mass. Colognes and perfumes trigger allergic reactions
in many people. Please help us provide healthy air for all to breathe.
Thank you.

STEWARDSHIP -

TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE

The Christian Stewardship concept holds that all we are, all that we have
are gifts from God and that we have been truly blessed by Him. The
concept of Christian Stewardship suggests that we are given three gifts
which can be symbolic of the three gifts presented by the Magi at Christ’s
birth.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT

IT TAKES MUCH EFFORT JUST TO make ends meet

in our world today. Do you wish you could talk about something
besides all the stresses in your life? Jesus said: “I will put my spirit in you
that you may live.” Come to a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
and experience Jesus’s love through your spouse in a unique way.
Marriage Encounter gives you the time and tools to revitalize romance,
deepen communication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage. To
Find out more about upcoming weekends, visit www.houstonme.org or
call 713-482-1791.
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