ST. AMBROSE CHURCH
HOUSTON, TEXAS

December 24, 2017

Dear Parishioners,

Wishing you and your loved ones
the peace and happiness
Jesus, Mary and Joseph knew on that first
Lhristmas night.
Blessings and Peace

Fr. Ben, Fr. Juan, Deacon Denis
and the Parish Staff
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Monday, December 25 — Christmas Day
8:00(English) Agnes Bashinski
10:00(English) Jerry A. Noske and Jerrilyn Pustejovosky
12:00NoonSpanish) Raul Munoz, Jr. and Juan Raul Munoz

Tuesday, December 26
8:00 Angie & Theodore Twardowski and Larry Cargill
Wednesday, December 27
8:00AM Mary Cecelia Dostal
7:00PM (Spanish) Martin Barro
Thursday, December 28
8:00AM Michael Vu
Friday, December 29
8:00AM Marie Smaistrla
Saturday, December 30
8:00AM Alben Kwiatkowski
5:00PM Aldo and Piera Fontana
Sunday, December 31
8:00AM Dinh Do
10:00AM Toni Cali
12:00(Spanish) Michael Salazar
5:00PM (Bilingual) Cuong Do
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Please remember the following who have asked for our prayers:
Alcidiades Angleas, Tammy Babineck Babineck, Gaby Beckstrom,
Maria Bedoya, Laverne Bonora, Jesus Calvillo Jr., Marie Campos, ,
John Culver, Albina Diehl, Henry Kopycinski,, Bernie Lenahan,
Robert McCullough,Jr., Jack Moore, , Peter and Nina Peropoulous,
Frank Petronella, Ora Nell Petrash, Margaret Richardson, Araceli
Rocha, Sammy Romano, Sophia Romano, David Russell, Mireya
Sarchet, Landon Seeberger, Marie Seegerger Daniel Vernon,
Chase Walla, Donald Weaver, Mary Williams, Brian Wisnoski, David
Zaborowski, and Raul Zamarripa.
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REMINDER - The Parish Office will be closed on December 25 and
December 26. We will open on Wednesday, December 27, at our regular
time of 8:00AM.

On Monday, January 1, the office will also be closed. We will open on
Tuesday, January 2, at our regular time of 8AM.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS - We would like to say thank you
to the following for their donation in memory of a loved one to help
defray the cost of decorating the church at Christmas. They are:

Ann Marie Cargill In Memory of Larry Cargill.

Joseph & Patrizia Stankovich In Memory of the loved ones in
the Fontana and Stankovich
Families.

Martha J. Robinson In Memory of Billy J. Robinson

Let us pray for all those who have given their life for our freedom and for
those who are serving in our military at home and abroad and especially the
following: Victor J. Broussard, Peter Zachary Carroll, Samuel Castillo,
Brandon Cook, Matthew Cook, Master Sgt., Dean Crawford, Robert
Freedman, Olivia Garza, Matthew Grissom, Timothy Groh, Lee Anthony
Guerrero, Andrew S. Gutierrez, Christopher Hernandez, Lucas Hernandez
Matthew Hernandez, Mia Hernandez, Sean Dietrich Hrncir, Samuel Dylan
Hrncir, Captain Mary Hrynyk, Captain Jason Hrynyk, Anthony Handy, lvan
Ibabao, Elizabeth Grassmann Ibabao, Robert Marquez, Jr., Captain
Andrew Locke, Daniel Martinez, John Martinez, Major Kelly McGovern,
Gamaliel Nava, Tony Noser, Dominic Patronella, Jeremy Redman, Captain
Jonathan Reed, Casey Rogers, Daniel Salinas, The Smith Family, Oscar
Sicola, Mertie St. Pierre, Adam M.Styers, and James Andrew Tammaro.

Readings for the Week OF
DECEMBER 25, 2017

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89;
Lk 1:67-79

Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
The Nativity of the Lord

Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or
1:1-5, 9-14

Saint Stephen, The First Martyr

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist

1Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97; Jn 20:1a, 2-8

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

1Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124; Mt 2:13-18

Saturday Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr

1Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96; Lk 2:22-35

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17;
Lk 2:41-52
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sunday




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is every Saturday
from 3:30PM until 4:30PM.

1N

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
1. For adults who have never been baptized
2. Persons baptized in another faith but wish to become Catholic
3. Baptized Catholics who have not made their 1% Communion or their
Confirmation
4 Anyone wishing to know more about the Catholic faith.
Call the R E Office for more information at 713-686-3857

PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED PERSONS
GOD OUR FATHER, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in
your Son’s Kingdom as sisters, brothers, religious priests, consecrated
virgins, and hermits, as welll as members of Secular Institutes. Renew their
knowledge and love of you, and send your Holy Spirit to help them respond
generously and courageously to your will.

We ask this through our LORD Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns forever
Amen.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS
STRONG MARRIAGES REFLECT GOD’S IMAGE!

Married Couples — Shopping Tip. It has been
said that the greatest gift you can give your
children is two parents very much in love with
each other. Polish up this gift and put a bow on it
at a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.
® You deserve the best and your children need to
see you reaching for it. Check with us for the next scheduled
weekends close to you. Visit us at: www.houstonme.org or call
(713) 482-1791.

FROM GOD’S EMBRACE MINISTRIES - Grammy
Award Winning Christian Music Legend John Michael Talbot will bring his
“Lifetime of Music & Ministry” Concert Tour on Thursday, February 8, to
the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, located at 1111 St. Joseph
Parkway, Houston, Texas. Tickets are $30 for General Admission
and $50 for special VIP Package that includes preferred seating,
early admission to artist’s sound check and an autographed CD. The
concert is sponsored by God’s Embrace Ministries and tickets can
be purchased online at www.godsembrace.org. For questions and
group rates please call the sponsor at 979-561-8883.

REMINDER - JANUARY 28, 2018

COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA —
Although approximately half of the world’s Catholic population
lives in Latin America, the Church in the region is losing members
at an alarming rate. They are drawn away from the Church by other
faiths and are often obliged to migrate in pursuit of a better life.
These tensions can contribute to the destabilization of families and
faith communities. You can keep faith through your support of next
week’s Collection. Your generosity will support pastoral work that
engages parishioners and fosters the faith.

The collection for the Church in Latin America will be taken up in
January 2018. Please be as generous as you can. Thank you.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP

A Bereavement Support Group can help you to name your pain — to
understand the feelings such as anger, guilt, fear, anxiety and
sadness. Many persons share that same pain in a group, and with
the guidance of a Bereavement Counselor, group members move in
safety through the pain. If you would like more information, please
call Sr. Charline at 713-682-2242.

ALL LADIES OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED!
St. Ambrose Catholic Daughters meet on the third
Wednesday of the month in Room B at 7:00PM. All ladies of the
parish are invited to attend and become a member of this very
important ministry. Call Bernie King for more information.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is held
every Wednesday after the 8:00AM Mass in the chapel.
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There will be no Bingo on December 26. Next Bingo will be on
Tuesday, January 2, 2018.

OPEN HOUSE

St. Thomas High School will be hosting an Open House on Sunday,
January 7, from 1PM to 4PM. You are invited to learn, explore,
connect and experience the community and brotherhood of the St.
Thomas family. For more information and to RSVP visit

www.visitsth.org.

HELP WANTED

— We are offering a meal to families after the Mass of Christian
Burial for a loved one here at St. Ambrose. If you would like to help
with this Ministry or would like more information, please call Sr.
Charline at 713-682-2242 or email charlineschl@gmail.com

SCHOOL NEWS

School will resume on Wednesday. January 3, 2018 at its regular time for
students of St. Ambrose School.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will resume in
January 2018 for both the Sunday and Wednesday classes
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St. Ambrosémcé&holic School
4213 Mangum Road
Houston, Texas 77092

St. Ambrose Catholic School, your child will experience academic,
spiritual and personal excellence. With a challenging course
curriculum, state of the art technology, and an array of extra-curricular
activities, our five-acre facility promotes a child’s physical, emotional
and social growth.

Accredited by the Texas Catholic Conference Education Department,
St. Ambrose is an educational home for students in Pre-Kindergarten
through 8" grade. If you have any questions, please e-mail Christine
Langeland clangeland@sashornets.org.

STEPS FOR
STUDENTS

5K RUN/WALK

13" Annual Steps for Students 5K Run/Walk --- Support
Catholic education by joining us for one of the largest events in
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston on Saturday, February
7, 2018 at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.

Run, walk, sponsor a runner, volunteer or come to cheer on
the participants!

Go to www.steps4students.org and register today!

ST. AMBROSE ALTAR SOCIETY

St. Ambrose Altar Society will host their monthly meeting on
Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 7:00PM in the auditorium. All
women of the parish are invited to attend. If you would like more
information regarding the Altar Society, please call Mary at 713-825-
5861.

MASS FOR LIFE SET FOR FEBRUARY 3
On Saturday, February 3, 2018, the Archdiocese invites the
faithful to celebrate the annual Mass for Life at 5:00PM at the
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 1111 St. Joseph Pkwy. In

ARCHDIOCESAN MASS CELEBRATES
THE LEGACY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

On January 14, 2018, at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred
Heart, the Archdiocese will honor the life of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and remember his call to achieve peace through
service to one another. Mass will be at 3:00PM with Daniel
Cardinal DiNardo being the celebrant. For more details, call
the Chancery at 713-659-5461

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS - We would like to say thank you
to the following for their donation in memory of a loved one to help
defray the cost of decorating the church at Christmas. They are:

In Memory of: Manuel Gonzales, M/M
Benjamin Hernandez, and Hermalinda &
Donicio Munoz.

Donation
Blanca Bocanegra In Memory of Zenon Silverio Bocanegra

In Memory of Juanita R. Bocanegra and
Agustin Bocanegra

S. Virginia Bocanegra

Gloria Cruz
Beatriz East

Donation
Donation

GIFTS FOR GOD
December 17, 2017)

Envelopes $9,052.00
Loose $7,653.50
On Line $ 230.00
Mail Ins $ 850.00
Total $17,785.50

Thank you for your generosity

Finance Council

IMPORTANT MESSAGE - If you happen to leave the
house for Mass on Saturday or Sunday without your envelope, you
may use the provided envelope in the back of the church. Do not
use a Building Our Dream or any other envelope if you want your
donation to be posted for your regular tithe. Thank you.

CHRIST WANTS YOU! People who are interested in
serving God by visiting the sick, the poor, the lonely, those in
prisons and the aged. There is a need for support from our parish to
preserve this work of God to the outcasts and the forgotten. There
are single parents out there with no hope in sight except the hands
and hearts of Christ in each of us! The mission of St. Vincent de
Paul Society needs your hands and your hearts. Please give some of
your time to this important calling. If you have any questions, please
call the St. Vincent de Paul Office at 713-686-3068.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Domingo 24 de Diciembre de 2017
4° de Adviento

El reino de David durara por
siempre
Cantaré eternamente tus misericordias, Sefior
El misterio ahora se ha manifestado
Concebiras y daréas a luz un hijo

La voluntad de Dios es la ley suprema que establece la
verdadera pertenencia a El. Maria instaura un vinculo de
parentesco con Jesls antes aun de darle a luz: se convierte en
discipula y madre de su Hijo en el momento en que acoge las
palabras del Angel y dice: "He aqui la esclava del Sefior, hagase
en mi segun tu palabra". Este "“hagase" no es solo aceptacion,
sino también apertura confiada al futuro. jEste "hagase" es
esperanza!

Maria es la madre de la esperanza, la imagen mas
expresiva de la esperanza cristiana. Toda su vida es un conjunto
de actitudes de esperanza, comenzando por el "'si" en el momento
de laanunciacién. Maria no sabia cdémo podria llegar a ser madre,
pero confié totalmente.».

Cuando pensamos en el "Si" de Maria a la propuesta de
Dios, lo podemos imaginar en un ambiente casi de novela
"romantica”, y olvidar que con ese "Si", toda su vida quedé
comprometida. La respuesta que ella dio no era algo espontaneo
o0 "légico". Maria dira que si, mas por confianza y fe, que por
conocimiento. Ella apenas podia entender lo que le habia sido
explicado... y sin embargo, dice que "Si". Ademas, la fe de Maria
sera puesta a prueba cada dia. Ella quedara encinta. No sabe bien
cémo, pero lo cierto es que su corazédn esta inundado por una luz
especial. Aungue su querido José dude, ella vive inmersa en el
misterio sin pedir pruebas, vive unida al misterio mas radical que
existe: Dios. El sabrd encontrar las soluciones a todos los
problemas, pero hacia falta fe, hacia falta abandono total a su
voluntad.

Maria se dejo guiar por la fe. Esta la llevo a creer a pesar
que parecia imposible lo anunciado. El Misterio se encarné en
ella de la manera més radical que se podia imaginar.

Sin certezas humanas, ella supo acoger confiadamente la
palabra de Dios. Maria también supo esperar, ;,como vivido Maria
aquellos meses, y las Gltimas semanas en la espera de su Hijo? Sélo
por medio de la oracion y de la unién con Dios podemos hacernos
una pélida idea de lo que ella vivi6 en su interior. También Maria
vivié con intensidad ese acontecimiento que transformé toda su
existencia de manera radical. Ella dijo "Si" y engendré fisicamente
al Hijo de Dios, al que ya habia concebido desde la fe. Estas son
experiencias que contrastan con nuestro mundo materialista,
especialmente en la cercania de las fiestas de Navidad. Por ello,
como cristianos, ¢cOmo no centrar mas nuestra vida al contemplar
este Misterio inefable? ;Como no dar el anuncio de la alegria de la
Navidad a todos los que no han experimentado ese Dios-Amor?

No olvidemos que un dia ese Dios crecid en el seno de
Maria, y también puede crecer hoy en nuestros corazones, si por la
fe creemos, y si en la espera sabemos dar sentido a toda nuestra vida

mirando con valor al futuro.
Con la colaboracién de Catholic.net

Horario de Servicios

Lunes a Sdbado
8:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
Miércoles
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
ler. Viernes
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
Sébado
5:00 p.m. Misa en Ingles
Domingo
8:00 y 10:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
12:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
5:00 p.m. Misa de J6évenes
Miércoles y ler.Viernes del Mes
Exposicién del Santisimo 8:30 a.m. a 6:15 p.m.
Rosario en Espanol 10:00 a.m.
Oracioén de la Divina Misericordia 3:00 p.m.
Confesiones
Miércoles y ler. Viernes del Mes de 6:00 a 6:45 p.m.
Sabado de 3:30 a 4:30 p.m.
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Misa de Jovenes

La misa es a las 5:00 p.m.

ler y 3er domingo en espafiol

2do y 4to domingo en Inglés

5to domingo del mes sera bilingie
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;‘*“‘w*"“*xz Te invitamos a rezar el Santo Rosario
\"x i / enlaiglesia cada domingo a las
.R’ ~ 11:30 a.m. para prepararnos a celebrar
’ la Santa Eucaristia.
Adoracion ante el ‘@
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Santisimo Sacramento

Oracion y meditacién ante el Santisimo Sacramento son
dos maneras de ofrecer a Dios. Usted puede pedir por sus
necesidades o las de sus seres queridos, reflexionar en su
palabra o solamente acompaiiarle. El realmente quiere
verte. La Exposicion son todos los miércoles y el ler
Viernes del Mes después de la misa de 8:00 a.m. hasta
las 6:45 p.m. en la capilla. Seguido de la misa en espafiol
alas 7:00 p.m.
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La Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul agradece a
todas las personas que donaron los regalos de
Navidad que Dios les multiplique su generosidad y
que en esta Navidad los colme de bencidiones.

BAUTIZOS
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Los bautizos son el domingo después de la
Misa de 12:00 p.m

Las fechas de los bautizos son las siguientes:
18 de Febrero, 2018 18 de Marzo, 2018
15 de Abril, 2018 20 de Mayo, 2018

Necesita llenar la forma de registro y entregarla con una
copia del certificado de nacimiento del bebé. Los papas y los
padrinos deben tomar las clases para bautizos.

Clases para bautizos:
Las clases para bautizos son el primero y segundo martes del
mes de 7:00 a2 9:00 p.m. en el saléon A

Las siguientes clases para bautizos son:
Febrero 6y 13,2018 Marzo 6y 13,2018
Abril 3 & 10,2018 Mayo 1y 8,2018

RETIRO DE
ACTS PARA MUJERES

%

Los Retiros de ACTS enriquecen nuestra vida enfocandose en:
ADORACION y Oracion Diaria

COMUNIDAD: como miembro del Cuerpo de Cristo
TEOLOGIA: por medio del estudio de las Sagradas Escrituras y
las Ensefianzas de la Iglesia Catolica

SERVICIO: Con énfasis en la virtud del servicio al Sefior,

a la Iglesia y al préjimo.

Costo de Inscripcion $ 195.00

La cuota de inscripcion incluye todas las comidas, alojamiento y
transporte. El retiro de mujeres sera del 15 al 18 de Marzo. Para
informacién llame a lvonne Almaguer 713-459-7766 o Erika
Rodriguez 832-888-5659.

Atuendo apropiado para la Santa Misa

La presente es para comunicarles que para asistir a misa debemos
vestirnos apropiadamente. Las damas deberan llevar los hombros y
espalda cubiertas, no escotes bajos ni pantalones o faldas cortas. Los
caballeros deberan llevar camisas y pantalones de vestir. Si es
ministro litdrgico, no use pantalones de mezclilla o pants. También
le pedimos que no traiga comida, refrescos, cherrios, dulces ni
chicles, etc.

Recordemos que estamos en un lugar de oracion y debemos respeto.
Por favor al entrar en la Iglesia desconecte su celular para conectarse
con Dios. Es necesario que todos pongamos de nuestra parte para
mantener la Iglesia limpia, bonita y acogedora. Gracias por su
cooperacion.

TALLERES DE ORACION Y VIDA

Una Nueva Evangelizacion

APRENDE A ORAR PARA APRENDER A VIVIR
Fundador: Padre Ignacio Larrafiaga

Por medio de un complejo entramado de meditaciones sobre la
palabra, oracion intensiva, reflexion comunitaria y ejercicios de
silenciamientos iras superando paso a paso el mundo interior de
angustias, ansiedades y tristezas.

Como efecto de una vivencia profunda de la fe y del abandono, iras
inundandote de una profunda paz.

Este taller es gratis el cual consta de 15 sesiones y dard inicio el
Lunes 29 de Enero de 7:00 a 9:00 p.m. en el salén “A” para mas
informacion llame a Maria Blanco al 832-704-6077

Necesitamos de su ayuda Se ofrece comida a la familia que
ha perdido un ser querido despues de su funeral. Si a usted le
gustaria ayudar en este Ministerio favor de comunicarse a la
oficina de la parroquia al 713-686-3497 o con la Hermana Charline
713-682-2242 o email charlineschl@peoplepc.com

MyParishApp.com —

La aplicacién que le ayudara a mejorar la comunicacién de la
parroquia- descargue esta aplicacién gratuita para tener a su
alcance la informacion de San Ambraosio.

Vaya a www.myParishApp.com. Haganos saber lo que piensa.
Si necesita ayuda llame a la oficina de la parroquia al
713-686-3497
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Sunday Masses, special Archdiocesan Liturgies, and other
services and celebrations. Anyone with an interest in
Music or Singing is encouraged to join one of the choirs
briefly outlined below. For more information, please
contact Veronica Stevens, Music Director, at 281-
440-4445, or visit with her after any weekend Mass.

CHORALE, Saturday evening Mass at 5:00PM

Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445
FAMILY CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 8:00AM

Contact Bob Korst at 3-688-0046
LITURGICAL CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 10:00AM

Contact Veronica Stevens at 281-440-4445
SPANISH CHOIR, Sunday Mass at 12:00Noon

Contact Alpha Omega Cruz— 281-808-3430

MyParlshApp.com — The app that helps improve
Parish Communication -Down load this free app to access St.
Ambrose Parish information at your fingertips.

Go to www.myParishApp.com. Let us know what you think.
Contact Michelle Thompson at
mthompson@stambrosehouston.org for any questions.
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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED - In order to have our records in the
office up-to-date, we need your help. If you have changed your
name, address, telephone number, or have joined another parish,
please call the Parish Office at 713-686-3497.

PARTICIPATING
IN A VOCATION-CROSS PROGRAM

This program involves praying for all who generously share in
Church ministry in particular, for priests, brothers, deacons and
sisters. Hopefully this experience will motivate us to take seriously
our vocation as members of the Body of Christ. The Spirit is calling
men and women, and preparing boys and girls from our day school
and CCE program to serve in the Church. May our prayer for
vocations inspire all of us to listen attentively to the call of God’s Spirit
and respond with generous hearts.

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS

Let us know your willingness to take a VOCATION CROSS home for
one week and pray for vocations.

QUESTIONS??? Call Sister Charline at 713-682-2242.
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