ST. AMBROSE CHURCH
HOUSTON, TEXAS

JANUARY 6, 2019

From Fr. Ben...

It has been a tremendous experience serving you as pastor for
the past 19 years. As | enter the retirement phase of my life,
I will be helping priests throughout the archdiocese who need
a break for vacation or for recuperation from health concerns.
Please keep me in your prayers. | will do the same for you.
May the Lord bless you and keep you! May He let His face
shine upon you, and be gracious to you! May the Lord look
upon you Kindly and give you peace.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 7

8:00AM Gail Lehr

Tuesday, January 8

8:00AM Gail Lehr

Wednesday, January 9

8:00AM Oralia de Hoyos
7:00PM (Spanish) Filimon Barragan
Thursday, Januaryl0
8:00AM Santos Olivares
Friday, January 11
8:00AM: Shirley Camarata
Saturday, January 12
8:0AM Kevin and Bernard Carvajal
5:00PPM Jerome Kalisek
Sunday, January 13
8:00AM Kevin and Bernard Carvajal
10:00AM: Tammy Babineck
12:00Noon Blas Oyorzabal

5:00PM Toni Cali

LET US PRAY

Please remember the following who have asked for our prayers:
Alcidiades Angleas, Gerry Barbeau, Gaby Beckstrom, Maria
Bedoya, Laverne Bonora, Jesus Calvillo Jr., Marie Campos, Clay
Cameron, James Duplessis, Jose Carmen Eguia, Juan Pedro
Eguia, Paul Farek, Carroll Gohmert, John Culver, Russell
Forrest, Albina Diehl, Carolyn Gonzalez, Antoine Hicks, Henry
Kopycinski,, Bernie Lenahan, Jose Adolfo Loredo, Robert
McCullough,Jr., Jack Moore, Richerd Palumbo, Peter and Nina
Peropoulous, Frank Petronella, Ora Nell Petrash, Jimmy Richard,
Margaret Richardson, Araceli Rocha, Anthony Ruffino, Sr.,
Kimberly Ruffino, Sammy Romano, Sophia Romano, David
Russell, Landon Seeberger, Marie Seeberger, Theodore and
Joan Thoede, Nathan Thompson, Donald Weaver, Mary
Williams, Brian Wisnoski, Mary Ann Wooten, and David
Zaborowzki.

LET US MEET FOR A MEAL

Widows and widowers are invited to meet for a meal today,
Sunday, January 6, at 2:00PM at Tia Maria’'s Mexican
Restaurant, 4618 Dacoma. On January 13, we will meet at
Logan’s 290 Feeder. Call Sister Charline for more information or
just show up!

ATTENTION

Come join us at one of the Retirement Receptions for
Fr. Ben after Masses Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:00pm,
10:00am and 12:00 noon this weekend.

We wish Fr. Ben the best on his retirement and we thank
him for his many years of service.

(

Readings for the Week of
January 6, 2019

Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord

Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

The Baptism of the Lord

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;

Ps 29:1-2,3-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17

Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:21-

28

or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-

28

Wednesday Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:29-
39

Thursday  Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45

Friday Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the

Church Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6¢-7, 8;

Mk 2:1-12

Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10;

1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34

Monday

Tuesday

Saturday
Sunday

Let us pray for all those our military at home and abroad and
especially the following: Victor J. Broussard, Peter Zachary
Carroll, Samuel Castillo, Brandon Cook, Matthew Cook, Master
Sgt., Dean Crawford, Robert Freedman, Olivia Garza, Matthew
Grissom, Timothy Groh, Lee Anthony Guerrero, Andrew S.
Gutierrez, Christopher Hernandez, Lucas Hernandez, Matthew
Hernandez, Mia Hernandez, Sean Dietrich Hrncir, Samuel Dylan
Hrncir, Captain Mary Hrynyk, Captain Jason Hrynyk, Anthony
Handy, Ivan Ibabao, Elizabeth Grassmann Ibabao, Robert
Marquez, Jr., Captain Andrew Locke, Daniel Martinez, Captain
Jonathan Reed, Casey Rogers, and Daniel Salinas.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is every Saturday
from 3:30PM until 4:30PM.




THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

Epiphany of Our Lord: January 6, 2019 that each of us use our
unique gifts to help build the Body of Christ. “...the Gentiles are
co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” (Ephesians 3:6)
Today we celebrate that Christ came to all of us, not just the
Hebrews. He has given each of us unique gifts. We all have
different yet equally valuable roles to play in the Body of Christ.
Pray daily and ask God how He wants you to use your gifts so
that we all “be one”

GOLDEN YOUTH will meet at 2:00PM on Sunday, January
20, in the cafeteria. All those 55 years and older are invited to
attend.

Insight Retreat for young women in
High School-

January 19, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. InSight is an
opportunity for high school girls to visit a convent, interact with
Sisters from several congregations who serve in our
Archdiocese, pray together, build friendships, learn about
religious life, share lunch, and ask questions. The day will be
held at the Home of Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi
(22730 Lain Rd., Spring, TX 77379) and will end with a 4:00
p.m. Vigil Mass (families are welcome to attend Mass).

No cost to attend, donations are accepted.

For more information, call the Vocations Office at 713-652-8239
or visit www.houstonvocations.com/insight

To register: https://archgh.cvent.com/VoclnSightJan19

GIFTS FOR GOD
(DECEMBER 23, 2018)

Envelopes $5,225.00
Loose $3,187.00
Mail Ins $1,777.00
On Line $ 475.00

Total $10,664.00

Christmas Day $14,019.75

GIFTS FOR GOD
(DECEMBER 30, 2018)

Envelopes $5,982.17
Loose $4,504.50
Mail Ins $ 254.00
On Line $ 465.00

Total $11,205.67

ST. AMBROSE YOUTH NEWS

St. Ambrose Confirmation Candidates will attend “Journey of
Faith” Retreat, on Saturday, January 29, 2019. Candidates
will depart the church at 8:00AM and visit Our Lady of Lourdes
and pray the Stations of the Cross, on a walk through the
outside gardens. They will recite the Rosary in the chapel and
reflect on their Catholic Spiritual Journey with a talk by Terry
Macias.

They will also tour the Holocaust Museum of Houston; where
docents will guide the Confirmation Candidates through the
museum and discuss the events surrounding the Holocaust.
They will also visit the Convent of Villa de Matel, of the Sisters
of Charity of the Incarnate Word.

STARRY NIGHTS

Starry Night will be on Saturday, February 23, 2019 and
Confirmation is presently scheduled for May 19, 2019.

For more information please call the Religious Education
Ministry. 713-686-3857

A

hiE

Our Faith, Our Mission
Please turn in your pledge soon! You may use the
pledge envelope or go to parish website:
www.stambrosehouston.org. Goals for the parish
proceeds from Ignite are to replace the flooring in the
church, refinish our pews, replace the sound systems
in church, begin plans to build an ECC building and
replace the school roofs. To accomplish our parish
projects we will need the participation of every
parishioner.

“IGNITE CAMPAIGN”

Parish Goal ------------ $688,591.00
Total Amount Pledged: - - - - $237,099.28
Total Amount Paid ----- - - - $ 38,816.22
Total Number of Participants - - - - - - 102
Total Number of Households: - - - -. 1982
Average Participant Pledge:--  $2, 324.50

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is every Saturday
from 3:30PM until 4:30PM.



http://www.houstonvocations.com/insight
https://archgh.cvent.com/VocInSightJan19
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COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH
IN LATIN AMERICA

Although approximately half of the world’s Catholic population
lives in Latin America, the Church in the region is losing
members at an alarming rate. They are drawn away from the
Church by other faiths and are often obliged to migrate in pursuit
of a better life. These tensions can contribute to the
destabilization of families and faith communities. Your
generosity wills support pastoral work that engages parishioners
and fosters the faith. The collection for the Church in Latin
America will be taken up January 26 and 27 at all the Masses.
Please be as generous as you can. Thank you.

O COME LET US ADORE HIM

Prayer and meditation before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament are
great ways to spend some special time with Him. You can ask Him for
graces for yourself or loved ones and pray for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life.

St. Ambrose has adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every Wednesday
in the chapel after the 8:00AM Mass until 6:00. Come and spend some
time with the Lord.

Our goal is to have two or more people scheduled per hour. | need
adorers for 12:00Noon to 1:00PM, 2:00PM to 3:00PM and 5:00PM to
6:00PM. Please call Barbara Steinhardt at 713-688-0154 if you are able
to help.

FROM ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Dear Parishioners,

The St. Vincent De Paul Society needs your assistance.
Please bring your nonperishable food donations to help us
restock our pantry.

Bring your donations to Mass on the Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday, January 6, 2019. There will be collection boxes
in the narthex.

As the Three Kings (Magi) brought gifts to the Baby Jesus,
let us share our blessings with our less fortunate brothers.

We appreciate your Kindness and Cooperation!

BINGO will be held on Tuesday, January 8, We will be
calling two Bonus Ball Numbers.

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

As we celebrated the Miracle of Christmas and the blessings
of the Holy Season, we wish to acknowledge and send very
special THANKS to all our musicians who worked so hard for
so many hours in preparation and performing during all the
concerts and Holy Masses.

May the Children and their parents be blessed for helping our
parish celebrate the Lord’s birth at the 5:00PM Mass for
Christmas Eve. This was preceded by carols sung by many
children for one hour before Mass. We began with a guitar
choir of boys and girls who sang and played their beautiful
selections for the Infant Lord. They are taught by their director
Mr. Noe. Following this beautiful music were numerous
soloists on Piano, Voice, Guitar, and Violin. These musicians
were William on guitar and voice; Robert Shapero, voice; Julio
Aleman, voice; Amoree Jones, voice; Andrew Galla, violin;
Mia Hietpas; piano and voice; Evan Wisnoski, piano; a vocal
Quartet including Alan, Julio, Catherine, and Erik. The
additional singers who joined all the above in a Children’s
Choir were: Danna Garcia, Juliana Garcia, Lilliana Garcia,
Viridiana Garcia, their mother Maria Garcia, and their Aunt,
Nicholsa Kuciembra, Erin Moore, Marcus Moore, Mia
Esquivel, Tristan Esquivel, Vivian Schulz, Israel Tovar, and
Domenica Sape, and to our Scripture Narrator, Ms. Natalie
Grothues who inspired us with the Word of God.

A very Special Thank You to Alan Saldana-Silva who was
appointed the Assistant Children’s Choir Director: Mrs. Stevens.

Also special Thanks to the Soloists and Choir for the Midnight
Mass Concert and Liturgy. They were: Julio Aleman; Marie
Cameron,; Marie’'s daughter, Traci Woods-Dennis; Bob
Hrncir; Alan Saldana-Silva; Eric Sandstrom, and his out-of-
friend Arshmor; Catherine Shapero; and, Jon Stevens.

A sincere “thank you” also to Kim Dang, Amdree Jones, Frank
Krecmer, and Jerry Rog who sing with the Liturgical Choir all year
but were unable to be with us this Christmas.

A huge thank you to Mr. Robert Connor who served as the
Cantata Narrator and read beautiful Blessings, and also to our
other choirs and their directors. They are: Mr. Robert Korst,
Family Choir; Ms. Alpha Cruz, Spanish Choir; and, Mr. Dylan
Ramirez, Youth Choir.

Blessings to all these Music Ministers who serve in St. Ambrose
Worship Ministry.

May Our Infant Savior fill the hearts of all with His love and peace.

In the Service of Our Lord,
Veronica A. Stevens, BFA ,MM
Director of Music

St. Ambrose Catholic Church




THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

Domingo, 6 de Enero, 2019

Ciclo C

Epifania del Senor
La gloria del Sefior amanece sobre ti
Se postraran ante ti, Sefior, todos los reyes de la

tierra
También los gentiles son coherederos
Venimos de Oriente para adorar al Rey

El evangelio que leemos hoy, en la Fiesta de la «Epi-
fania» [manifestacion], confirma este caracter universal de la
salvacion de Dios. Mateo expresa, por medio de este relato
simbolico, el origen divino de JesUs y su tarea salvifica como
Mesias, como rey de Israel, heredero del trono de David; para
ello el evangelista no duda en ubicar con exactitud el lugar donde
nacié Jesus, Belén, para decirnos que con su presencia en la
historia se estaria dando cumplimiento a las palabras de los
profetas... Por otro lado, el rechazo de este nacimiento por parte
de las autoridades politicas (Herodes) y religiosas (sumos
sacerdotes y escribas) del pueblo judio y el gozo infinito de los
magos, venidos de Oriente, anuncian desde ya ese carcter
universal de la misién de JesUs, la apertura del Evangelio a los
paganos y su destino futuro a la comunidad cristiana. La Epifania
del Sefior es la celebracién precisa para confesar nuestra fe en un
Dios que se manifiesta a toda la humanidad, que se hace presente
en todas las culturas (religiones), que actla en todos, y que invita
a la comunidad creyente a abrir sus puertas a las necesidades y
pluralidades del mundo actual.

En un tiempo como el que vivimos, marcado por la
conciencia del pluralismo religioso, el sentido de lo «misionero»
y de la «universalidad cristiana» han cambiado profundamente.
Hasta ahora, en demasiados casos, o misionero era sinénimo de
proselitismo, o sea, de un esfuerzo por «convertir» al
cristianismo a los «gentiles» 0 «paganos». La «universalidad
cristiana» era entendida como la centralidad del cristianismo:
éramos la religion central, la (nica) querida por Dios, y por
tanto, una religion que era el destino querido por Dios para toda
la raza humana... Todos los pueblos (universalidad) estaban
destinados a abandonar su religion ancestral y a hacerse
cristianos... Tarde o temprano el mundo llegaria a su destino: ser
«un solo rebafio, con un solo pastor»... (y al decir esto, los
catélicos imaginabamos una Iglesia catélico-romana felizmente
extendida a todo el mundo, extendida incluso a las demas
confesiones cristianas, que habrian aceptado finalmente al Papa
como pastor supremo Yy Unico)

Hoy todo esto est4 cambiando, aunque muchos cristianos
(incluidos no pocos de sus pastores) todavia siguen anclados y
hasta inamovibles en la vision tradicional. Buen dia hoy, la fiesta
de la Epifania, para replantearse estos desafios y para reflexionar
sobre ellos. No desaprovechemos esta oportunidad para
actualizar también personalmente nuestra vision en estos temas.

En el Nuevo Testamento, ademas de Juan 7,42,
encontramos referencias a Belén en las narraciones de Mateo 2
y Lucas 2 acerca del nacimiento del Salvador en la ciudad de
David. La tradicion de que el Mesias debia nacer en Belén tiene
su base en el texto de Miqueas 5,2, donde se sefiala que de Belén
Efrata debia salir quien gobernaria Israel y seria pastor del
pueblo. Hoy ya sabemos que JesUs nacié probablemente en
Nazaret, y que la afirmacidon de que nacidé en Belén es una
afirmacién simplemente teoldgica, no historica.

El término “magos” procede del griego “magoi”, que
significa matematicos, astrénomos o astrélogos. Estas dos
Gltimas disciplinas eran una misma en la antigiiedad, por lo que
con ambas se podia estudiar el destino de las personas. Es decir,
los reyes magos habrian sido astronomos o conocedores del
cielo. El tedlogo y abogado cartaginés (de Cartago, la actual
ciudad de Tuanez) Tertuliano (160-220 d.C.) asegurd que los
magos eran reyes y que procederian de Oriente. En los regalos
de los magos a JesUs, los Padres de la Iglesia ven simbolizadas
la realeza (oro), la divinidad (incienso) y la pasion (mirra) de
Cristo.

Con la colaboracién de Servicio Biblico Latinoamericano

Horario de Servicios

Lunes a Sabado
8:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
Miércoles
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
ler. Viernes
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
Sabado
5:00 p.m. Misa en Ingles
Domingo
8:00 y 10:00 a.m. Misa en Ingles
12:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
5:00 p.m. ler y 3er Espaifiol
2do y 4to Ingles
Miércoles y 1er.Viernes del Mes
Exposicién del Santisimo 8:30 a.m. a 6:45 p.m.
Rosario en Espafiol 10:00 a.m.
Oracién de la Divina Misericordia 3:00 p.m.
Confesiones
Miércoles y 1ler Viernes del mes 6:00 a 6:45 p.m.
Sabados 3:30 a 4:30 p.m.

Vil C..  Misa de Jovenes
. O La misa es a las 5:00 p.m.
YT/LA‘ | {4 ler y 3er domingo en espafiol
2do y 4to domingo en Inglés
5to domingo del mes sera bilinglie

LA

P ”“} Te invitamos a rezar el Santo Rosario
\"x _fr / enlaiglesia cada domingo a las 11:30 a.m.
I/ paraprepararnos a celebrar la Santa

! Ju" - Ve
hY Eucaristia.

Necesitamos de su ayuda Se ofrece comida a la familia
que ha perdido un ser querido después de su funeral. Si a usted
le gustaria ayudar en este Ministerio favor de comunicarse con
la Hna. Charline al 713-686-3497



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=youth+group+games&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1429&bih=617&tbm=isch&tbnid=-m3BgjgE9Wv3gM:&imgrefurl=http://alsussex.com/ministry/26&docid=VNmir6BuHKZLvM&w=1478&h=1247&ei=atlfToOTI6PisQLmxaEe&zoom=1

ST. AMBROSE CHURCH
HOUSTON, TEXAS

JANUARY 6, 2019

Adoracion ante el @

Santisimo Sacramento H

W

Oracion y meditacién ante el Santisimo Sacramento son
dos maneras de ofrecer a Dios. Usted puede pedir por sus
necesidades o las de sus seres queridos, reflexionar en su
palabra o solamente acompariarle. El realmente quiere
verte.

La Exposicion son todos los miércoles y el ler Viernes
del mes después de la misa de 8:00 a.m. a las 6:45 p.m. en
la capilla seguido de la misa en espafiol a las 7:00 p.m.

Mensaje del Padre Ben:

Ha sido una gran experiencia servirles como Pastor durante los
pasados 19 aiios. Ahora es tiempo de mi reliro, aunque estaré ayudando a
otros sacerdotes que necesiten unas vacaciones o que estén en recuperacion
por problemas de salud alrededor de la arquidigcesis.
Les pido oren por mi, yo haré lo mismo por ustedes.
iQue el Sefior les bendiga y los proteja. haga resplandecer su rostro sobre
ustedes y les conceda su favor. Que el Sefior los mire con benevolencia y les
conceda la Paz.

JUVENTUD EN HOUSTON
ENERO 16, 2019

~ﬁ JORNADA MUNDIAL DE LA
-k 2
JMJ

Unete a mds de cientos de jévenes (de 18-39 afios)
En la Iglesia de San Jerénimo

Reliquias de Santos

20 talleres presentados en Ingles y en espariol.
Presentaciones Multiculturales

Vigilia Eucaristica

El mensaje del Papa Francisco a la Juventud
durante la JM] en Panamd

Convivencia, comida y muchas sorpresas mds!
Inscribete antes del 16 de Enero, 2019
www.archgh.org/yacm 713-741-8778
$20 por persona

BAUTIZOS
e e

( ‘ R V]
Los bautizos son el domingo empezando con la
Misa de las 12:00 P.M
Las fechas de los bautizos son las siguientes:
20 de Enero 17 de Febrero
17 de Marzo
Necesita llenar la forma de registro y entregarla con una
copia del certificado de nacimiento del bebé. Los papas y los
padrinos deben tomar las clases de preparaciéon para
bautizos.
Clases para bautizos:
Las clases para bautizos son el primero y segundo martes del
mes de 7:00 a 9:00 p.m. en el salén A
Las siguientes clases para bautizos son:
Enero 8y 15,2019 Febrero5y 12,2019
Marzo 5y 12,2019

VINC
5 &
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Querida Comunidad de San Ambrosio:

La Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul necesita de su
apoyo para surtir nuestra despensa con latas y articulos no
perecederos para poder ayudar a familias que estan pasando por
una crisis financiera.

k7,

Asi como los 3 Reyes Magos trajeron regalos al Nifio Jesus,
compartamos nuestras bendiciones con nuestros hermanos
menos afortunados.

Usted podra traer sus donaciones y ponerlas en las cajas que se
colocaran en el vestibulo de la Iglesia.

Agradecemos su cooperacion,
Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul

“ENCIENDE”

Nuestra Fe, Nuestra Mision
Reporte a la fecha

Meta de la Parroquia $688,591.00
Donaciones prometidas $237,099.28
Cantidad pagada a la fecha: $ 38,816.22
Numero Total de Participantes 102
Nuimero Total de Miembros 1982
Promesa Promedio/participantes: $ 2,324.50
Porcentaje Pagado 5.66%
S ,ﬁ@-.\
(Bl7F o)

Iglesia Catolica de San Ambrosio y Men’s Club te invitan a jugar
BINGO los Martes en el Auditorio a las 7:15 pm

Todos los fondos son para la parroquia.

Ven y diviértete!!!! NO FALTES!!!



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXhYaRhbLfAhWDy4MKHYPYBvYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:LOGOTIPO-JMJ2019-VERTICAL.svg&psig=AOvVaw3WRngD-5gUPYjhm3q5ZrjG&ust=1545519564047054
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THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

FROM THE CHANCERY

In a continuing effort to provide pastoral care to victims of
sexual abuse by clergy or Church personnel, Daniel
Cardinal Di Nardo would like to remind the faithful of the
Archdiocese of the availability of the Victims Assistance
Coordinator. “Anyone who has been the victim of sexual
abuse by clergy or Church personnel is encouraged to call
Sr. Maureen O’Connell, OP at 713-654-5799.

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM -
Register your Kroger Plus Card online today at
www.Kroger.com. Once you create an account using your plus
card number, select the savings and rewards program and enter
St. Ambrose Altar Society. Every time you shop and use your
plus card, St. Ambrose Altar Society will receive a % of the sale.
It is that simple! You will also receive great weekly savings from
Kroger.

MELETIN zS

MEN’S CLUB will meet on Monday, January 21, at 7:00PM in the
auditorium. This meeting is for all men of the parish. Come and meet
your fellow parishioners and become a member of this very important
organization at St. Ambrose.

ST. AMBROSE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

St. Ambrose Catholic School is Pre-K3-8™ Grade and has an
Early Childhood Center for infants to two years of age. We are
located at 4213 Mangum Road, Houston, Texas 77092. If you
have any questions regarding our school and what is offered for
your child, please call 713-686-6990.




